§lory in the primitive times, Bat

rfren of men looking for him? Is
‘fhere any anticipation in the midst
'§f the Christian world of hia ap-

gathered from all the nations of the
igrth, there is an understanding

|

fhould not the world te pleased at

Prrhted in reading the account of
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Now, in regard to the angel that
bLould “fly in the midst of heaven,
aving the everlasting Goapel to
reach unte them th:t dwell on
be earth,” 1t is only reasonable to
ippose that when the Gospel

restored, it will be restored with

"} jts ancient power, blessings, or-
inances, Priesthood and every-
hing that gave it grandeur and

DOw thB
yme?

uery is, Has this angel
he has not, are the chil-

1t

arance? I think not. Bat here
mong &.amall section of men and
romen in the Rocky Mountains,

1at this angel hss come, and

@ assumption; for if they are de

1i8 angel’s probable visitation, why
of take comfort and delight in the
ought that angelic visitation may
wain become general or partial, as
e cd9e of necessily mav require.
ere, then, we have a little nucleus

o — —

the Gospel and prepar«] the way for
the salvation of all who are willing
to give obedience to that which has
been revealed,

May God ensble us to apprecinte
the day of our =alvation and live
according to His design that we
may be saved in His Kingdom, is
my prayer, in the name of Jesus,
Amen.

DISCOURSE

PREST. GEQ. 0. CANNON

Delivered in the Tabernacle, Salt
Take Citw, Suwlay aflernoon,
By 15th, 1881.
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The Cospel glad tidings unto all thofe who
will receive 1t+—Tha frea agenoy of man—
Truth not always popular=—ind haa His own
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Latier-day Salnta asonmpared with that of
the Formér-day Balnts—The Gospel of Jeans
Christ a practical religion—Shnmld ba care-
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The world generally have the ides
that when trnth comes from God, it
eomes in such overwhelming power
that mankind are compelled to ac.
cept whether they will or no. Buot
this ia not the case, it never has
been the case, If it wers the casze
man wonld be deprived of that great
privilege that he has received from
God — that is, his agency, with-
out which man would cease to
ba the _being that he is, the
child of God. The Almighty has
given unto all the inhabitanta of the
earth their agency. A man can
choose to be a wickad man; he can
choose to ha a devil,so to epeak, if
he wish. Will God interpose? Yes;
but not to take away his agency.
He can turn to wickedness, ba cor-
rupt, and "do everything that is evil
anid sbominable in the sight of God

the early Christians. Of course a
great deal of truth has been saved,
Some believe in one partof the gos-
pel and some in another., ¥very
chureh posgesses some fragment of
tha gospel; but the truth in its en-
tirety, the authority to administer
in the ordinances, had keen taken
away. Of courze this being the
¢ase there could he no organized
church upon the earth. But in the
early days of the Church, as I have
quoted to youn, they suffered all man-
ner of affliction. We in our day
have different circumstances sur-
rounding us. God in His mercy has
made certain promises. He prom-
ired unto Paul,He promised through
the Savior Himself that this Gospel
of the kingdom should be preached
untoallnatiensbefore the end should
come, Daniel spoke of the kingdom

an long as life fa given to him, and
God prrmits him to do it. He will
not take away his agency. If He
did, we wonld ceare to be indepen-
dent creatures with the right to
choose, On the other hand,a man
can turn to that which is eood and
holy and pure. He ean cherish it,
hea can seek for it, he '‘ecan love it.

that shonld be set up in the last
daya and gsbould not be given into
the hands of another people, but it
+hould stand for ever. This ia di'-
ferent from other dispencations
which have preceded it., The
Apostles foremaw that there would
be a falling away: they saw that
persecution would destroy the

e7
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hard things eaid by those who do
not know us; but it is a eruel thing
for men and women who profess to

be brethren and sisters in .the Lord
to speak evil of each other. I can
endure anything and everything, it
meems to me, from the outside so
long as it is not true. I am g0 or-
ganized tnat I do not care anything
about these things, they do net af-
fect me, and I rejoice when I think
| am trying to do the best I canjbut
if I should know my brethren and
sisters spoke evil of me that,I think,
would huort me, and I am sure it
hurts others, We should be espe-
cially careful how we talk about
each other, If wecannot say any-
thing good let us hold our tongues.
If we know of a brother or a sister's
weakness go to him or to her if yon
speak of this weakness. If any one
has done you wrong go to him alone
or her alone and tell him or her your
grievance, instead of going to your
neighbor to talk about the person
whoem you imagine has wronged
you, Above all things we as a peo-
ple should dwell together in love.
The spirit of Jove should illumine
our faces and gladden our hearts,

for God delights in a glad heart. We
cshould therefore carry peace and
gladness Iinto our hsbitations. In-
stead of going in cress, diepleased,

He has thatright, he can choose be-
tween those twn prineciples. They
have been placed before ns =0 that
we might choose the good and refect

Church. But they looked beyond
this, and, as has been guoted in onr
hearing, John the Revelator foretold
the time when the everlasting Gos-

'§f men and wemen who say this
‘§ngel has come in the 19th century,
Wgn the “diapensation of the fulness of
"fimes;'? that he has brought with

tion & legfoy of the Gospel.

The Gospel is declared to be glad
tidinga of Salvation; and the prinei-
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Uplariog that the anclent order has

“§ hought of men of Intelligence, men
Mpr reflecting minds, men that know
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rfimes; that in thelr
'grain the habit of exercizing faith
Phair follles; that they want to free

ipoalu identifled themselves, as did
"fhe anclent Christians,

‘pontrol, until all the obedient come
‘prain to the unity of the faith, Now

"I hristian world—should not these

Easurance as were the Saints in an-

eomething got np
f men, bot the obedient realized |

‘Jofthe Terrifory, thousands throneh-

practice they

God; that they have repanted of
eir sinsj that they have been bap-
ized in water for the promised re-
ission; that they have lald sside

1iemeelves from error and from all
nrighteousness; that they havae

with the
nurch, possessing within iteelf the
nclent organization, the anclent

sach, to lead, and to govern and

f the Christian world take joy and
atlsfaction In reading anclent his-
ory or prospective history; if there
re thousands of longing hearts in
vverv denomination who eay they
ould have rejoiced to have lived in
he ancient times,to have listened to
he teachings of the anthorities of
he primitive church, and to have
hared in ita blessings, ete.; what
hould be the thought when they
ear again from men passing to and
ro in the nations of the earth de-

een restored; what shonld be the

he merits and demerits of the

1earts leap for joy when they hear
hat the gospel has been thys res-
ored in all its ancient glory?

The Latter-day Baints testify—it

P rlesthood, the ancjent authority to ['ings of Joy and eatiafaction to 111

salvation untoeverv sonl, expecially
unto every soul that will receive
them and those who have recelved
them, who have bowed In simplieity
before Gnd, ealling upon Him in the
nameof Jesus Ohrist to give untn
them A trgtimony and a
knowledge concerning the truth
of thee things. The declar-
ation of the prineclples as we
have heard this afternoon. kindles
within thelr hearts tha nld filre and
quickens their spirit and eanses feel-

their whole being. While listenine
to Brother Nalshit’s remarks T
thought to myself that no hmman
being upon the face of the earth
who eould be assured of the truth
of that which " has been stated—th «+f
there is indee a chureh organized
according to the primitive pattern,
that the old gospel ia in troth re-
atored, that the old ordinanceahave
been onee more placed in the Church
accompanied by the old power—if a
person could be eonvinced of thia
and know for hims=elf and horself
that it is true, is there one sonl that
would not be willine to endure all
things, to havehis name east out as
aevil, to be ‘alsrepresented, tn be
persecruted, ves, and even slain, if
that should be neressary in the pro-
videnee of (Gad, in order to attain ta
all these blesalngs here and hereaf-
ter? I do not helieve that, taking
the human family generally, there
conld be many found who would
hesitate concerning this matter if

hapa

conprecuences of living

it i1a not always—neither has (it
been the case with the majority of
mankind who have comprehended
the trath—the popniar volee that is
expreasive of the fruth. On the
contrary, from the very beginning
down through all the generations,

even to our awn dav, 1t has been

the casae that trath has baen une
popular, Hence the saying of the
Apostle Panl: “All that will live
godly in Christ Jesna shall aufler
pargecution.” Heae did not eay that
they mioht suffer, or that they per.
might suffer, bnt that they
shall enffer. It ahnuld he omeof the
godly in
Christ Jesus, The Savior told His
disciples the same thing. He led
them fo expect that they wonld be
persecuten, that they would be
hated of all men for Hie
name’s sake. He cited the
attention of Hia disciples to the pro-
phets who had preceded them; they
haid been perseented, they been
alain, and in like man er they might
exrect a aimilar fate, nnd we know
full well that this was all fulfillad,
that they did meet this fate; as He
himeelf died a martyrto the truth,
a0 Hia Apnstles died in ke man-
ner, and tha great body of His fol-
lowers suffered perseentinn unto
death, but were sus’aiped by the
knowledera they had received {rom
God, not lookine at the world and
the perishable things of the earth,
knowine that there waas a life be-
vond, They were willing to endore

auch cirecanmetances,

might be haled, they might he
driven, as they have teen. Indeed
thers ia no persecution tha early
Chriatians received} therels no trial
or afflictlon that they had to pase
through coneldering the tlme the
Chureh had been organized that the
Churech of the Havilor. which He
has caumed to be organized In our
day. has nnt endured, Wara the
anclent Saints driven? Eo have
the modern. Wera tha former-day
Rainta persecuted? So have the
Latter-day Sainte. Waere they slain
in former days? Ko thev have been
in the latter daya. Wera thelr
names cast ont a8 evil? Bo their
names have been psst out at the
present time. Were they acensed
of abominable erimes in anclent
dey= as a justifeation to kill them?
Sn they have heen in thece days, It
ia true that such wholesale persecu-
tion as attended the preaching of
Christianity in the primitive days
has net followed ita preaching in our
day, for the disyensations are differ-
ent. The. Church. was driv-
en from the earth then, but
a8 I have said, God has made
a promise in there daya that it shall
not be deatroved again. and this
ought to auetain yom, This has, 1
know, sunatained and eomforted von
in days that are past., I have often
wondered In looking back to the
days of persecution how the Saints
were cheered and sostained under
When I reflect
npon our journey from Tllinols,

‘#im and given to those who are | ples which have been dwelt upon in | the evi}, or choosa the evil and re-| pel would be restored again to the|sangry, we should dismisa all such
rpreaching it, the “everlasting gos-|our hearing this afternoon by Bro. | ject the good.  That is the privilege | earth never to be taken away again. | feelings atthe threshold and go Inlo
pel? g it existed in the anclent | Naishitt are made pglad tidings of | that iz given to us, [t might be persecuted, its followers | our homes carrying with us the spl-

rit of peace. And when there are
hard feelings existing, a feeling that
some one has injured us, there
should be a courre taken to remove
the same, We ghould not come tos=
gether, as we have done this afters
noon. and partake of the bread and
water in remembranceof the broken
body and spilt blood of our Tord and
Savior Jesus Christ, bearing bard
feelings towards one another. If [
know or feel that a man has wrong-
ed me, should I come here and

take of theracrament without going
to him and endeavoring to make
the matter right? No, 1should not.
[ should go to that man and tell
him my feellnga. If he has wronged
me, [ shonld gay to him, “Let us
make this right;” if I have wronged
any one else, that person should
come to me in like manner. .All
such feelinga should be removed
from the midst of the Latter-day
Sainta, We should dwell In love,
in vnjon and in peace, and if we
cannot make our diflerences right
between ourselves, then we ghould
call in the aid of some of ounr breth-
ren to assist ws, and by their aid,
perhaps, the wrong, if any exists,
may be rooted out and the evil put
away from our midet. This is the re-
ligion that we should have. We may
hear the Elders taiking abont the
prineciples of the Gospel, as we have
done this afternooun, and our hearts
be gladdened by the recital thereof—
we may listen to these things,
but if W do not car-

« a standing teatimony to the na-|they conld be ewnvineed of iits|all things to have thelr names cast|through the wilderness, des-|ry out the principles that are thus
ions—that this angel spoken of by | truth. Bot the difficulty is to get|ont as evil; to he yersecuted; to be|titute of everythine. women |tavght, our religion is of no avail, it
John, the Revelator, has eome to| men and women to comprehend the|stripped of evervthing that they|carrving infants with scarce-|amoonts to nothing, it is like a

he human family, that he has
rought with him the anclent gos.
el, and that all those who are wil-
ing to accept their testirnony, to
exercise faith in God, to lav aside
hwir dead works, their foolish no-
ions and their falee traditions, to
liveat themselves of the errors of
the ages, and to be baptized and
receive the power of the Holy
thost, that they shall be as full of

jent times. Tor tnis, the goapel of
the kingdom neither was noris a
cunningly devised fable, nor was it
by the craftiness

=ind in the Holy Ghost and in mueh
sissurance; and there sre thonsands
t hroughout the length and hreadth

out the United States, the islands of
the sea, and throughout the nations
of the earth, that rejolee in this gos-
el, They are ready to teatify that
they know thatGod lives, that Jesus
was the Bavior of mankind, that
he gospel in all its pristine
urity and beauty has  been
restored, and that in our own day
wll the blessings and privilezes ne.
‘ersary for u« complete salvation are
ifered to mankind, This may seem
\ reflection upon the intelligence of
ares that are past and gone. But it
anot 8o, 1 presume that there are
ithousands and millions who have
passed away that did the best they

truth, to recognize it, to nndearetand
it when they hear it, to be able to
separate the troth from error, for
the reason that in the human mind
there are certaln conceptions of
truth. We entertain certain idea=
as to what the truth should he, how
it should rome to us and aln as i
who its teachers «hould be, the kind
of men they should be. And this j=
the difficulty that i= all] the time n
the way of preaching the goanel.
There i= an arch enemy of mankind
who is constantly laharing to hlind
the eyes, to darken the understand
ing and to harden the hearts of the
children of men, and to prevent

to rice superior tn thelr aurround-
inga, and it has only been by the aid
nf the Almighty that they have sne-
ceeded, Bntin every age from the
reginning there have been tho=e
found who have songht after truth
and bave been willing to makeavery
epcrifice for it. Tt waa so with the
Apoatles, Tt wna eo with those who
believe in their dooirine. It was =0
with the Prophets who preceded
*hem. Tt bhas bheen an with those
whn have succeeded the Apnstles;
for in evervy sge, and amone all peo-
nle, as we have heen “told, there
have been those who have sought
for the truth in heathendom, in
christendom, among all people, a®
they wonld for a precious treasvre of
ineatimable worth, and who have
endeavored {r comvnrehend it tn

had. Panl says: “They wera gton-
ed, they were pawn  arsunder, were
tempted, were slain with the sword;
they wandered abont in sheepekins
and poatekine, ete,? They suffered
all'manner nf afflictions beranse of
their love for the gospel. But thev
Hved in peace with themselves and
with theirGod. Thera wnas a {ov
and happiness that eame from God,
that suetained them in the midet of
their sufferings, triala and diffienl-
tiea. Thev knew that if they eon-
tinued faithful thev would recalive a
reward at the right hand of God,
and the verv thought of that eter-
nity to which thev were hastening

the stake joyfully having that know-
ledpe.

Now the very fart that trath has
not been popular showsa very
plainly that mankind do not ex-
rect to receive it from the sonrce
through which 1t comes, or through
the medinms that presented them-
selves to them. ‘They Inoked for it
in some other form. Bnt God chpnees
Hia nwn methode, He selerta His
nwn Inatromenta, He dizceminntea
Hia froth in His nwn wav: He haa
alwaye done sp and He will do #o
unti! the snd,

There ia searcely a day, T may ray
ecarcelv an” bour, that T de nof re-
fleet upom our eondition as Tatter-
day Sainte in contrast with the elr-
eumetances which have smrrounded
onr predecessore. . When T think of

Iv " food  enongh to keep soul

#ind badv together—when T think of

these things now, when veara have
brought reaponsibility and care, it is
a matter of conatant wonder to me
how the Tmtter-day Hainta in thr=e
daya snstained themsielves, how
thev eonlil be so eheerful and show
anch forbearaneer and fortitude un-
der such circoms=tances, meeting to-
gether roumd their camp fires sing-
ing and rejoicing together as though
they were in hapny elrenmstances,
and even after thev reached thie
valley, when slareation stared them
in the face, their hope and courage
were none the lesa, What was the

apracd and inecrease, and that it
should gather within its fold every
hreneat sonl sonner or later. Tt wnas
this conenlation that never deserted
the people,

Now, dre= it follow, my brethren
and piaters, that becanse this gospe!
will not be plven to another peonle,
that we wil! remain in connection
with thisa C*hareh regardless of onur
artions? ('ertainly not, The reli-
gion which we profe=a ought not
onTy to be a Banday religlan, lnt a
religion we shonld earry with us in
our daily lives, in our internonree
with one another, In everything in
fact that pertalns to us, and not
like a Sunday garment put on fn-
day =and lafd aaide to-morrow. In
all nur dealinga, in all our.conversa-
tion. in all onr sassoclations, we

sounding brass and a tinkling sym-
bal, it is not a practical and true re-
ligion; bnt If we carry out these
,Jﬂﬂﬂi pleg, then blessed are we, and
uet as sure as we (o carry tham out
it will he the case with us, as long
as Batan has power, that we will be
persecuted. I wenld have none of
you imagine that there will be a
ceseation of this persecution. I
have heard rome say that the time
will soon eome when there will be &
ce=sation of this hatred against the
Latter-day Baints, Do not deceive
yourselves with any such Idea.
'housandsof times people have sald
to me, ““Oh, T wish yon Latter-day

4=ind know that it is “the power of | them from reeeiving the truth when | was sufflcient to stimulate them to | cause of this? It vas the eonaolation Saints vfrmnlrd ghnli.uh that hateful
¢-od unto salvatigny” it haa come to they hear it. There haveheen com- | Inok bevond tha triala and perseen- | which (lod had given them that this | institution. ‘I'bat is the only thing
them not In word only but in power | paratively few who have been able | tiona of thia life and they walked to | work <shoul { trinmph, that it should that makes von  oblectionable,”

This ja a great mistake. [f we could
do such & thing it would not bring
the result that the world imagine.
[f  this is the Chureh of Christ—as
we declare it to be—just as trpe as
itis we will be persecoted, We
cannot escare it, it Is an inevitable
result of the Gosrel, We might
seclude ourselves in the deserts of
Haharu, 88 wa secluded ourselvea In
these mountains some thirty-three
years ago, and pers-eution would
reach ne. The aldversary w1 nnt
let us alone, The direst persecu-
tions we ever had to suller, ooourred
before the doctrine of polygamy was
taught or belleved in. There s no-
thing short of complete apostasy, a
completn denial of every prineiple
we have recelved, a throwing away
of the Holy Priesthood, that e¢an

(§ could, they lived up to the livht|walue it, snd have been willing to|the persecutinn they endured; when | should endeavor fto carry out the|save ua - from persecution.
1 ’rhpF lan[j‘ they Fﬂﬂﬂ:ht to p]'ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ ﬂml 'ﬂ-}' dnwn thelr lives for it. Thers I think that (3 revaaled unto Hie E_g]:h“‘_':f[‘ﬂﬁﬁ of our I«E"[ﬂl'_'ll"l. When “IIH+ takesn rrlﬂEE, when
|| n their daily walk and conversation; | nave heen ruch peraons fornd in 81| Apostles that thereAwould he s fall-| - And there in one thing shove|all the chief fealmes of the
(/] hutthe Elders of Ysrael take the|agesand amonz all neople, but it|ingaway, that the Chureh wonld be| averything, T think, we should ob-| Gospel  are  olliferated, whben

liberty of pointing out #a more ae-
ceptable way,” and they are free to

has berm especially the ease with
thrse who have received the (Goepel

overenma and the trmth destroved—
Ihat fa. in it original purity —1 can-

teglify and  speak of their own
knowledge that God has restered

ac we have hesrd §t ilaseribed in our
hearing this aftertivot,

not help eontrasting our position to-

dov as compared with the position cf outsiders; it is bad enough to have

serve, and that 1s,to he careful about
anch others feelings and reputation.
[t is bad enough to be perzecuted by

we can flont along the stream and
o a8 (he world does, then and not

till then will percecution cease, op
until the sdversary is bound, for the




