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HORMONMON CHURCHES IN NORTH
CAROLINA

kenly N C march 9 1898
ring the last six months and a

Vioupwardswards there has been a decided
yutput forth in north carolina to
the little branches and sunday

ig9 of the church here by the arec
neatpeat substantial meeting houses

binejig over a year ago the first one
erectedted at colon chatham county
achch place we have a nourishingflourishing

ch and sunday school
tingng more of importance was done
jia aidirection until sometime last
when elders henry W stahlestable and

fh A williams in connection with
bainesants at cameron moore county

to work with their own hands
r contributed from their own pockets
in a very short time a neat frame

fling was erected wherein a sunday
KH meets every sunday some ety
bers are enrolled in the school the

ttabaptisms were made at Caicameronneron1attlea over a year ago and last june
wboveVe named elders baptized some
r soulsROWS the fire thus kindled
d throughout the conferconferenceende el
r D kilpackck jr and W C hunter
to work in rockingham county

soon a church building was the
it
ringng the last three weeks we have
bated three church buildings one
airnamal wake county we named

adoo0 has a membership of some
10to thirty souls just lately el

3 D kollpackck jr and W M
ley have mademade an opening on the

and baptized over fifteen souls

ift ttwowo sunday schools were organized
i church building erected the

elders entered that part last de
r three months ago
a ira barker and A E huish
ecklonaction with saints erected our

fulul little church at valma which
mill p on tuesday Mmarcharch lot

n 11

emit woodruffs birthday we
havee seven church buildings or

ssjig houses and some twenty five
toy schools in the conference last
by the blessings of the lord we

nixeded fifteen sunday schools and
iced one hundred and ninety three

expected the enemy tois on the
everer ready to retard the progress

fr lordss work to show the aarmalarm
which somecome of the ministers are

ing the startling success the mor-
i elderserx axe meeting with I1 append
acta from an article from the pen of

minister
wo thousand mormon missionaries
are told are making their head

artersrs at chattanooga and from this
ce as a center they are sent through
georgiageor a mississippi alabama vir-

nonorth and south carolina
mcfit is a known fact that we have not
jaurd elders in georgia for twelve or

teenn years but as though fore
Ikadowingwing unconsciously the purposes

at elders are now being sent into
georgia and a conference will soon be
ororganized in that state he goes on to

it is useless to deny that we are
frontedted in these facts by a crisis in
home mission work of our church

eadyy they have made startling
be8 and it is success that has enaenabledled
m to storm the very centers of

tian culture in our state in
in wilkesWilkets surryburry and randolph

alieyow have organized strong churches

and have erected substantial church
buildings they have come to stay

while our church is neglecting the
sections oftoff the railroads these zealous
missionaries of a false creed are walk-
ing like genuine apostles and visiting
from house to house going out into the
highways and hedges which alas no
other church tois successfully doing

A fear is taking hold of many that
mormonism so called will yet take
this country they already hear the
grinding sound of that little stone cut
out of the mountain as it rolls forth
in its destined course to fill the earth

respectfully
EZRA C ROBINSON

RUINED CITYCI TY OF MEXICO

carthage tenn march 14 1898
Is the book of mormon a divine his-

tory of the ancient inhabitants of
america this question has longloner been
settled in the minds of thousands of
latter day saints who can testify to
its divinity and ere longloner scientific
eapexpborers will prove it beyond all
doubt to the world and also prove
that joseph smith was a prophet of
god and an instrument in his hands
in bringing to light this all important
record

some time ago I1 in company with
elder ray V wentz visited a number
of mounds about eleven miles south-
east of jackson city in madison
county tenn the surroundings of
which evidently have been a great
battle field about two by three miles
square the southsidesouthsoutsidehaide of this battle
field was protected by the forke deer
river on the east north and west by
heavy breast works which are now
plainly visible the east side is in a
good state of preservation six or seven
feet high and about twenty feet wide
there are five mounds in all ranging
from 15 to 90 feet high all built after
the same plan in the form of a pyra-
mid each covering an area of about

square rods their sides are very
steep almost impossible to climb but
at the north corner the incline is more
gradual showing that from this point
the dirt was conveyed to the top two
of the largest of these mounds are cov-
ered with large oak trees three or four
feet through

farmers have found many ancient
war reliesrelics while plowing around these
mounds and through the battle field I1

in the center of which these mounds
are standing

A few days ago a friend who is in-
terestedte in the book of mormon hand-
ed us a clipping from the new york
weekly TrIbtribune of nov ath 1996

which also goes to prove the divinity
of the book of mornionmormon ititisisJs asas fol-
lows

the ruined city in mexico some-
thing about william niven its dis-
coverer

william niven the new york min-
eralogistera logist whose discovery of a ruined
city with temples pyramids and the
remains of dwellings of a great popu-
lation in the mountains of0 the state ofguerrero mexico has been announced
tois well known in the scientific world
the story of his finds of rare and
valuable minerals on manhattan island
and at west paterson N J in 1895

and 1896 has been told in the tribune
mr niven is a native of glasgow

scotland and prospected from 18791979 to
1884 in colorado new mexico arizona
aandnd mexico he was assistant com-
missioner of arizona at the worlds
fair at new orleans in 1884 he dis-
covered the minerals thoro

and in llano coun-
ty texas in 1889 and agull arite at
Gauna mexico in 1891 all of
which were new to science and is a
life member of the american museum
of natural history and a member of
the new york academy of science and
of the brooklyn institute

A letter from mr niven dated sep-
tember ath Chilpanchilpancingocingo state ofguerrero and received here october
2 says 1 I have taken photographs
of the ruins of which
cover a much wider area than I1 had
at first supposed something like 1000square miles and instead of three
temples there are more than twenty
I1 have photographs of them and of
objects which I1 found in the ruins in
fact my trip has been highly success-
ful

the discovery of the ruined city
was made by mr niven in the summer
of 1894 although at that time he did
not know that it covered so wide an
area as his letters now say the dis-
covery has been known to a few parper-
sonssons for some time but waswaa not made
widely known pending negotiations
with the mexican government torfor theright of exploration

this concession to archaeologists
was granted last summer as was pub-
lished in the tribune of july 12

in the course of a prospecting tour
through the state of guerrero in the
fall of 1891 mr niven visited the state
museum at chilpancingoChilpan cingo the capital
the display of archaeological objects
particularly of jade was re

and he was surprised to
learn that the locality where they had
been discovered was an unknown field
to the explorers in 1894 mr niven
interested morris KX jesup president
of the american museum tofo naturalnaturair
history in the matter and wasas anen-
gaged by him to make a trip of about
fifty days onon horseback through the
territory As a result of the trip mr
niven got more than archaeolog-
ical objects which ateare now on exhibi-
tion at the museum

on may 2328 1894 mr niven left the
town of cuautla and fordedcorded the I1la
balsas river into the state guerrero
with a servant and five riding and
pack animals in the following 1 three
weeks every town visited had some
prehistoric ruins mostly mounds

xochipala was reached on june 29
and the next day at yerbabuenaYerba buena were
found evidences of prehistoric struc-
tures among them what must have
been a great temple covering a space
of by feet an altar of solid
masonry was in the center etwasif waa tonten
feet square well preserved and twenty
feet high the foundations and partdart
of the walls of circular towers six
feet thick at each corner were plainly
visible for ten miles mr niven rodeamong the ruins of what he was ooncon-
vinced must have been a great cuycity
the houses of stone and lime had been
from eight to fifty feet square

many of their walls were standing
and were from three to eight feet high
their thickness varying from two to
five feet the next day the party
went to the north on another foothillof the sierra madre mountains and
after a rough journey found
selves riding over the ruins of pre-
historic dwellings the use of jhb pack
showed that they were the foundations
of houses which had been substan-
tially built of stone and lime anothertemple was found similar to the one
at buena with a larger alter
and part of the stairs still remaining
about yards further on waswaa
another building nearly as large as
the first and on its corners were
circular towers the walls about four
feet high there were quantities of
broken pottery found around it enough
to load a dozen mules from this
point until the party reached a place
where the ridge abruptly terminated
in a perpendicular wall to the canyon
1500 feet below the ruins were scat-
tered every hundred yards

altogether mr niven found the
ruins tofo three temples about by

feet each within a radius officeof five
milesmiles wwithI1 th aaltersI1t era standing in two of
them twenty feet high and ruins


