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in view to bring one member of our
quorum into a perfect uniononion with our-
selves and with the first presidency
atkt last I1 repeated to brother thatcher
what I1 have been telling you I1 told
him of the sacrifice I1 made in my feel-
ingsin s when I1 had to keep silence and I1adsaid I1 could not do it any more I1 should
be obliged to get up before the gather-
ing in the temple and state that our
quorum was in perfect union that is if
the subject came up which it probably
would except in the case of brother
thatcher well we patched the thing
tiplip and he came to a conclusion that we
accepted at that time how far that
was really a conclusion made in his
heart I1 am not prepared to say

there was another time perhaps a
year or a year and a halfbalf ago when we
sought to effect a union with brother
abitthatcheri cher and the quorum we hadbad a
pretty difficult time and failedailed none
of us felt satisfied

about the last conversation I1 had
with brother thatcher was in the
temple either at the last spring or fall
conference we had prayed torfor him
and we had sent some of our most ex
perien ced brethren to talk with him
privately and beg of him to make things
satisfactory I1 called on brother brig-
ham young because I1 knew he felt atan
interest in brother thatcher and was a
wise man to go and see him and plead
with him to make things satissatisfactoryfactor Y

but he failed he came and reported
to me that a spirit of darkness seemed to
reign in brother thatchers heart and
he could not reach it I1 still thought
howeverhever that he would come and make

right before he returned to his
honiehome in logan and about the second
or third day after this I1 was visited by
hinthim in the temple I1 never felt to re
loice more in mymv heart than when I1 saw
hin enter my room I1 thought he hadbad
miade up his mind to do that which we

fistedbested him to do and to place him
seli in perfect fellowship with the
brinrenahrenihren of the quorum I1 talked with
himbim I1 did most of the talking myself
I1 felt the spirit of atasit as I1 always did when
I1 spoke to him because my heart was
warm towards him and the lord seem-
ed to help me so that I1 felt perfectly at
homehami in telling him just what the lord
dictated to me on a previous occasion
in the temple I1 laid my hands upon
his headbead accordaccordingin to hisbis request and
myay own feelings andngd blessed him my
heart went out for him but I1 could not

brother thatcher although I1
loved him did I1 loveiove that man no
man it seems to me could love another
man more than I1 loved brotherbrothe thatcher
and i labored for him toiled for dimand
prayed for him and still shall do I1
navehave not given up my hopes and I1 will
not give them up my principle has
ever been when called upon to admin-
ister to the sick who were perhaps at
the point of death without seemingly
any hope whatever to not give them up
until I1 saw they were actually dead so
I1 simam with brother thatcherThatchtr whose voice
hashag been heard from this stand time after
time and we have loved to listen to hisbis
beautiful and inspiring words but hebe
Isfe a different man now altogether
different in spirit and of course his
physical condition is very bad although
I1 understand now he is improving very
rapidly president woodruff has ex-
plainedchained to you the reason why we have
ot before our quorum and the

reatter investigated his low physicalphysical

condition is the reason but as I1 was
saying I1 though he hadbad come to my
toomloom with his mind made up to take a
course to come into fellowship with his
quorum I1 was disappointed however
I1 felt like shedding tears when he left
the room there was not that dis-
position existing in him that I1 hoped
there would be when hebecamecame

now there is a certain document that
you have heard talked about a good
deal brother young and myself took
that document to brother thatcher
his physical condition was not very
promising and I1 asked him if I1 should
read it to him he said he preferred to
read it himself and he read it read it
very deliberately he said he did not
feel then to approve of it altogether he
wished it to remain for awhile we ac
corded him his wish As president
woodruff had saidgaid not halt the trouble
is in relation to that document not one
hundredth part that is talked about of
course it was rather singular there
were appended to that document the
names otof the first presidency of the
apostles with the exception of brother
lund who was then in england of the
first seven presidents of the seventies
of the patriarchs and of the presiding
bishopric1 I shcopric wentytwentyi four names in all
reresentingrepresentingV the authorities of the
church but he did not feel inclined he
said to put his name to the document

I1 am reminded of a little anecdote I1
heard of brother erastus snow which
illustrates a principle brother george
A smith was speaking to an outside
audience one night and brother erastus
fell asleep when heanggotof through preach-
ing he sat downdowd and elbowed brother
erastus and requested him to bear his
testimony it was thought that brother
erastus had scarcely heard a word but
he arose and said my friends every
word that my brother here has said is
gods truth now why did he say
so there was a reason for this why
he knew brother georgeageorge A smith he
bad heard him preach a hundred times
and he knew that he was a man of in-
spiration and that he would never say
anything but that was true well I1
think when a man is so well acquainted
with the first presidency with the
apostles with the patriarch with the
presidents of seventies and with the
presiding bishops hebe ought to have
some confidence in the positionposition of these
brethren and if that grotherbrother is rather
low in his mind and does not really feel
competent to judge of the matter he
ououghthi to have confidence in his brethrenstifstill1 this matter does not amount to
very much anyway it is the general
tenor of the course that brother thatch-
er has been pursuing ssincetrice

i even before
the organization of the first presidency
or before I1 was called to be the presi-
dent of the quorum many other things
might be said but I1 do nothot want to
occupy the time

brethren and sisters these are solemn
truths that I1 have told you and what
president woodruff has stated I1 want
you all to pray for brother thatcher
As soon as his physical abilities will
allow we shall have him before our
quorum and he will be treated by his
friends but there are certain rules and
regulations that we as the servants of
god must conform to and we are not
responsible for them

ELDERDIER JOHN KENAT SMITH
my brethren and sisters this meeting

is one of the sorrowful meetings in my

experience I1 have recognized the fact
that there must be an explanation made
to the latter day saints in connection
with the subject upon which the presi-
dent of the church and the president of
the council of the apostles have treat-
ed I1 fullyfolly understand that within three
days after brother moses thatcher de-
clined to sustain his associates hebe would
have been dealt with for his fellowship
and standing in the council of the
apostles but for his physical condition
all have felt exceedingly tender recog-
nizing the fact that he had been suffer-
ing torfor some time under conditions
most unpleasant to himself I1 am fear
ful that the saints this atterafternoonnoon have
not fully heard the remarks that have
been made by president woodruff and
president snow they have sought to
exexplainlain to the understandingunderstandinc of this
audienceau bence the condition that has arisen
in this inner circle of the church that
they might be free in the minds of the
saints from the charge by the saints of
tearfulnessfearfulness as to the correctness of the
position that they have assumed and of
the rightfulness of the position that
brother thatcher has taken I1 believe
however that the latter day saints as
a whole have read with certainty
through the influence of the spirit the
correctness of the position taken by the
presidency of the church as well as the
other councils that have been united
withith them and I1 trusttreat that the under-
standing will be recereceivedivied by those who
are here today and heardbeard the remarks
of the brethren and by those who could
not catch their words the spirit in which
those utterances were given

the presidency of the church and
the council of the apostles in their
deliberations upon all questions that
affect the and interest of the
cause are as candid and frank in their
consultations and expression of views
as any body of men could possibly be
but when a conclusion has been reached
as to the course that should be pursued
it is expected that every man wuiwill give
in his adherence to the course marked
out and with unfalteringring voice and
fixed determination so that those coun
sels may prevailsprevail so tarjar as may be posDOS
sible among the whole people this
feeling and sentiment has been ex-
pressedpjessed in telling language by president
woodruff and by residentpresidentI1 lorenzosnow and I1 believe that every one of
the council of the apostles with the
first presidencydelmy would make a similar
expressionexpresion of views upon this matter
were they to speak upon this subject

it is not my thought in the time thatI1 am here to dwell upon the position in
which our brother finds himself I1 have
held the hope I1 hold the hope now that
hee will see his wwayI1 clear to put himself
inin unison with agishis associates that he
mmay Standstand with them and receive in theenytheend the commendation of our fatherthrough his humility and that his
name may not be effaced from the roll
of honor which god in this dispensation
and in this day has established it is
not for me to speak further upon this
subject I1 stand by my president and
by the presidency of this church in the
losipositionfion they have taken because I1
know0w they are right it is not a ques
tion of fear or doubt in my mind it
marmaybebe and I1 presume my brethren
wilwill bear weme out in this that I1 have
beenbeen slower than any of them to fornform
Jjudgmentud nent or pass an opinion in regard
to ittthisis situation as it is today but it


