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throughout the trip although
ailed pi eieighteeneteen months would be an
aveiaveragerage oloneyor only ten miles a day yet the
constant strain would have worn out a
horse of poor blood dr ostrup passed
through syria asia minor turkey
bulgariaria servia hungary and ger-
many in spite of his special credentials
he kodbad some hair breath escapes in asia
minor and syria

in the resting place of the old kings of
denmark the cathedral of roskilderosmildeRos kilde a
recent visitor notes that there isis a
column against which a number of mon
aichs have been measured and upon
which their different hightsbights are recordeddod
one of them is peter the great and we
learnleam by this means that the shipwright
czar measured no less than eighty
danish inches equivalent to something
like six feet ten inches in our measuremeasure-
ment only one other of the sovereigns
was taller and that was christian I1 of
denmark who according to this author-
ity was just a trifle over seven feet
english the czar Abalexanderxander III is

about six feet one inch and is about a
COUPcoupleae of inches taller than christian IX
of denmark and about four inches
taller than king george of greece
neither of whom nevertheless is what
would be called a short man it is
worth noting that in the same ancient
cathedral where this column is to be
seen saxo grammaticosGramm aticus the danish
historian from whom shakespeare bor-
rowed practically the entire plot of
hamlet lies buried

OUR STOCKHOLM LETTER

STOCKHOLM jan 4 1894 As soon as
an anarchisthist has thrown a bomb by
which perhaps several persons have
been killed there is talk of dynamite
butvery seldom at such occasion peo
pieale think of the man who invented
these terrible means for the purpose of
favoring the modern als and not
for the aim of furnishing the enemies of
society with a dreadful weapon

the inventor of the dynamite is
alfred nobel a swedish engineer A
few facts about the life of this remark-
able roanman may be read with interest
nobel was born in stockholm sweden
and emigrated when a young man to
russia where he soon built up a large
fortune by coming into possession of
lalargee petroleum wells
wethe inventor is living a very quiet and

hhappy I1life he spends the winter at his
viehlaaniin san remo where he works in
his studio as he pleases having the
prospect however of being blown to
atoms at any moment he stays a part
of theb summer in switzerland or makes

aboard his aluminium steama voyage4 Y ge
yacht once in a while he goes to paris
where he likes to live in his little palace
nwnear the pois du bologne for a few days
only as he gets soon tired of the noise
of ibwee 1bigi renchfrench capital the great
iuinventor has neither witewife nor children
his only relative is a nephew who is

the owner of immense petroleum wells
near the caspian sea besides chemis-
try there is one thing which keeps the
inventor of the dynamite busy and
that is peace nobelnobal being a very pro-
minent member of the many antiwaranti war
societies of europe his ideal aim is

honake war as terrible that it will be-
come an impossibility

ean hasas wittenwf itten aperiesaeries of
articles inalf ttheI1 e C Aften posten

in which remarremarkablekabli editorials he ad-
vises his countrymen to take warning of
the fate of poland he obtained the
initiative to write on this subject through
an article in a french paper which con-
cluded its description of the political
struggle on the scandinavian peninsula
with the following question can it be
that the norwegiansNorwegians have not read the
history of poland

prof lieblein found that the question
was very proper as the unfortunate fate
of poland gives both a sad and warning
example of how hatred discord and
persecution amongst two political par
ties can carry an even mighty realm to
ruin and destruction

norway says the professor is an
independent kingdom as also poland
was once and the norwegiansNorwegians ought
not to be as discordant as the poles were
because in that case the same fate will
happen to them as happened to the
poles we may be slain by our neigh-
bors who are the swedes it is likely
that our radical demagogues will tell us
so as they seem to regard once for all
the swede as an adversary if not an
enemy instead of a brotherbrother which he
really is both on account of tie of blood
and history

itt isis proper to acknowledge that the
old party of the left is worth all praise
because it always insisted upon that
norway ought to be a kingdom fully
independent of sweden we have in
principal obtained everything we can
ask for in the union and all that we
need in order to develop ourselves in
every way possible and at the same time
maintain our position as an independent
nation we have gained a victory in
principal what remains to be done
can surely be arranged through friendly
transactions between norway and swe
den with a good will on each side a
satisfactory solution of the difficulties
ought to be found if not today or to
morrow at least some time in the near
future

but unfortunately the extreme rad-
ical elements do not seem to be willing
to anait that time they intend either to
carry through their wish immediately by
means of lorceforce and violence or dissolve
the union As they ought to knewknow
that they will never succeed by using
force everybody must arrive at the con
elusion that they aim at the annihilation
of the union if our usurped and im-
placable leaders have resolved to under-
take this it cannot be denied that the
compcomparisona rison wwithith poland is very striking
for albeit norway is by itself an inde-
pendent realm she forms a unity with
sweden as compared to other states
the essential benefit and importance of
the union are that the two kingdoms
shall stand together in war against
foreign countries that they shall defend
the scandinavian peninsula against any
hostilee powers and Orepreserveserve it whole
and independent

those who try to rouse strife and
dissension amongst the inhabitant of the
two countries only in order to promote
their own interest or the interest of their
party those demagogues act as the
poles and history shall pronounce the
same sentence of condemnation and
curse inin regard to them as once befell
the poles if the punishment for their
inflexible stubbornnessstubborness and unbridled
egotism notfiot spirit of liberty andnd pa-
triotism as they call it themselves
should come as heavy oyerover the united
kingdoms as formerly over poland

if the union should be dissolved
our strength against foreign powers
would amount to nothing but the
annihilation of the union signifies more
it means that sweden and norway after
the old hatred between the two nation-
alities had again been aroused would
turn against and perhaps tear each
other to pieces ifif this does not hap-
pen the parties within norway will aytry
to destroy each other

prof lieblein concludes his last article
with the following manly words in favor
of the maintenance of the union

united shall sweden and norway
always occupy a prominent position in
europe protected as they are by their
natural boundaries they shall probably
hereafter as hitherto escape hostile
attach they shall be able to use in
peace and rest their natural resources
our national life shall develop itself in-
dependently and if fortune does favor
us bloom and bear fruits which will
bring happiness and blessings to our-
selves and be of profit to europe in
other words we will be able to fulfill
our national duty to accomplish our
national share in the mutual labor of all
humanity only in that way we will
succeed as a people in living a life
which will not be in vain

the public libraries of sweden are
among the best in europe first in
rank both as regards appointments
grants and number of volumes stands
the royal library in stockholm which
since 1878 is housed in a new building
erected at a cost otof close upon
the volumes number besides

manuscripts many thousand port-
folios containing maps engraving
smaller prints etc the accession of
1892 was 1194 foreign works while in
the same year 13 issued from the
swedish press ahe libraries of the
universities of upsalakupsala about
volumes and lund about have
also of late years been granted more
extensive premises and have larger
reading rooms and increased grants for
purchases the academy of sciences
owns about volumes the other
libraries being all of less extent among
older and more valuable libraries
though at present without noticeable in-
crease or accessibility the school bibar
aries in Streng nas Ves teras skara
Linkoping and veijo the old episcoepiscopalal
town ought to be mentioned at otterother
colleges there are less important collect
ionsiodis of books the popular and parish
libraries are developing rapidly both
in the capital and in a great number of
parishes in the country4 private
libraries with family archieves oltenoften of a
very respectable age are to be found in
several provinces even if during the
past decades not a few of them have
been dispersed while hardly a single
private library of any importance has
been founded during the same period

the navy of norway isis itsas known
very large but the quality does not
at all correspond with the quantity
according to the english technical
magazine engineering Norways annual
loss otof ship iais proportionally five times
as large as that of grekgreat britain and on
that account norway occupies the very
lowest position among all civilized coun-
tries igi regard to the safety oatsofits sailors
A discussion on this subject was held at
4 meeting of ship owners sovesome time
ago congressman gunnar knudsen


