Fachts, and the oceasional visit of

e const steamers. The shore is
not very rocky, the weeds are few,
And fur between. A keen observer
may ‘4o’ the marine attraction in
1 few hours. Not so the attractions
on land; for the mountain canyons
and the many nooks and cornersare
bristling with attractions that the
Wealthy pleasure seekers only can
ferret put, A dylog sinper may
Wwell rugret having to lenve this
earthly paradise for the slim chance
of o hLetter worll beyond—so the
el estate men say.

C. R. SBAVAGE.
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EUROPEAN TOPICS.

One of the remarkable “signs
of the times* is that . the
Movements of diplomatic agents
Bten i have lost their terrors. There
Was a time, and that net very long
820, when the visit of n Bismarck to

“bglapd would have been con-
Sidered a grave event. Not so at

€ presvnt moment, which does not
Sem favorable to an extension of
Power by politieal allianees. It is
only necessary to cast o glance at
the map of Burope to be convinced
Of this. On all sides the present sys-
: of political alliances is falling
Into pjeces. In Hungary, in the
Balkan Peninsula, and even in
Tin) , there is irremediable diraster.

I these countries the policy that
hitherto governed is mow pro-
Nouuewd a failure, and its exponents
86 power flling from their hands.

the other hand, the good under-
Stauding botween England and Rus-
Bla—which the much abused Sir
b hert Morier seeins to  have

fought about—has certainly put a
iehet'k to any agpressive movements

0 Central Tiurope.

The value of the Triple Allinnce

44 been hotly discussed in both
AUi!trin-]:‘{nngm' aud llaly and ite
Advantages and disadvantages com-
a“"‘ed. here are those who see in

Ne heavy armaments of Europe a
820 of * jmpending danger; but
Yhether it s so mny be doubted.

D the contrary, the very fact that
lhl Europenn nations are armed to

¢ teeth and are pretty much on
Squal terms as to equipments is
"ther favorable to peace than other-
Yise, A belligerent nation has the

‘art for prancing about @ {a mik-
@re taken out of her, when she is
Met on Al sides by forees equal to
ue{ own. In the case of a nation
er to erumple up her adversaries
¢ € 1 plece of paper, she might find
Eef-emptntion to break the peace of
Tﬁ'mpﬁ too strong to be resisted.
m ¢ consciousness that any contest
u;‘ﬂt be upon equnl terms, therefore,
T Juestionably makes for peace.
“a: ﬂtbem&)t. of any nation to make

: If the dominator of Europe has
fn"“ml.‘r’ proved itself an egregious
Whliln:’ despite the Triple Alliance,
th ch looks more flerce on paper

%’1 itisin reality.

I he mecting which has just taken
%l e between Queen Victorin and
poi;-":'ll Christiann has evidently no

tical gignifieance, except so far

*. showy that 8pain has at length

red definitely into the Europenn
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her u prospect of stend vern-
ment. Queen Christina asg:hown
herself an able ag well ag a popular
ruler, and her uniinpeachable pri-
vate life has told in her favor wit[.il a
natlon not accustomed to regard
their rulers us models of virtue and
duty. In her businessof sovereign,
Queen Christina has been ably
supported by Scoor Agasta, who
has performed woniders in keeping
together the warring sections of the
Bpanish liberal party. On the other
hand,the chief of the conservatives,
Benor Canovas del Castllio, has dis-
played an amount of forbearance.
and self-ubnegation, quite unusual
in a Spanish political leader, and
has given an honest support toa lib-
ernl government rather than peril
the regency by insisting on his po-
liticnl claims. During the past few

years Spain has been fairty prosper-
ous, ind has made considerable po-
litieal

rogress, no small portion of
whlchli)s é‘ue to one of the best and
most correct of Spanish soversigns.

In the death of Edmond Scherer,
Franhce has lost one of her purest
titerati, and one of her most thought-
ful and patriotic citizens. In 1842
he became connected with the Ore-
toire in Geneva, the president of
which was the celebrated Merle d*
Aubigne, the hlstorinn of the refor-
mation.  Professor Scherer was
without doubt the ablest teacher in
that institufion for many years. His
subsequent eareer in Paris as a
writer, a8 one of (he literary editors
of Le Temps, and as a statesman,
are too well known to need a enlogy.
The tact that Mathew Arnold, the
great Koglish epsayist, so often re-
fers to Scherer’s judgment as a kind
of touchstone lo correct the bins of
English and German writers Is suf-
ficient to indicate his intellectual
standing. Here Is what Mr. Arnold
says of him in one of his Intest
essays: M. Edmond Schercr is an
exceptionn]l Frenchman. Hs is
senator of Frunce and one of the
editors of Le Temps newspaper. He
waus trained at Geneva, that home
of large instruction and lueid intel-
ligence. He knows thomugh]y the
Innguagennd literature of England,
Ttaly and Germany as well as of
France. Well-informoed, intelligent,
disintcrested, open-minded and
sywmpathetic, his death would leave
a4 gap in the commonwealth of
letters.?

The German criminal eode is at
this present time being critical}
examined by the Federal Cuuncil,
with. the view of increasing the
stringeney of its already stringent
provisions. The new biil would
place all newspapers whatsoever at
the mergy of the pgoyernment.
Should the proposed bill become
law, the German press would then
be in the same position as that of
Rupsin, where a free parliument does
not exist, and where the gag is uni-
versal. It s quite possible that when
the billis presented to the Reichstag
it will be rejected, despite the enor-
mous influence which will be ex-
ertedd in its favor,

The influence of the German lan-
guage and Germnn literature is be-
ginning to be felt among Oriental
nations. Bince the begjnning of the

m, and that Spain has before | year there nppears at Toklo, Japan,
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a scientific monthly in the German
Inpguage entitled ‘*From West to
Liast,?? entirely edited by Japanese,
former students at Gurman univer-
sities, for the purpose of *‘promoting
the German language in Japan, of
acquainting their countrymen with
German manoers, customs and
ideas, by the reproduction of Jer-
man works and trapslations into
German  of Japanese
works.””

The ﬁimpertim of that wenilerful
metal aluminium have lbeen long
and favorably known; but some in-
telllgent persons may not be aware
that it is most useful when alloyed
with copper, in the rtio of from
seven fo ten per cent of the lafter
metal. When mixed in thls pro-

rtion the compound i less than
alf 8 heavy as iron. as strong and
tough as the best of steel, and in
color resembling gold and eapable
of recelviag a very high degree of
polish.  Until lately the price of
such a compound has been about
five dollars a pound, and this fact
has prevented the meta] from com-
ing into general use. But the dis-
covery that it can be maude from
common clay at the rate of twenty
centa n pound oy at a still less price
will ma{(’g a revolution in the man%-
facture of many articles. The Bwiss
government has experimented with
cannon made from this melal and
found these eannon both lighter and
stronger than siniflar articles made
from brass or sfeel, As this new
compound is so very light, strong,
and not liable to rust, it seems des-
tined to become n favorite in the
manufacture of farmers’ and car-
penters’ tools, household uten-
sils and the thousand and one
articles where brass, nickel or cop-
per is now employed. The Bwiss
arms manufactory at Newhausen is
now experimenting with this com-
pound with the idea of using it in
the manufacture of rifles, pistols,
etc., for the Swiss Federal army.

The greatest difficulty hitherto
encountered in the manufacture of
aluminium is the great heat required
in order to melt the ¢lay from which
the metal is formed. The heat of
the ordinary furnace as_used in the
melting of iron is fotally inade-
quate. The heat produced by elee-
tricity ie the only artificial heat
known to man that is sufficiently
Intense. Prepamiions are now In
E’:ogress to utilize the greatfalls of

¢ river Rhine—the greatest water

wer in Europe—in order to pro-
g?me sufficient electrieity to heat a
sinelting furnace for the production
of this metal. A great turbine
wheel, or rather a series of turbine
wheels, the largest the world hns
ever seen, will be here built for the
purpose of driving dynamos for the
generution of clectricity.

What a strange iden indeed,
when one only stops to thlnk of it,
to use the waters of a mighty river
to produce a heat—with the exeep-
tion of volcanoes—the most Intense
that man has ever seen.

During the month of March the
countries on the north shore of the
Mediterrnnean experienced ronie
gtrange vicissitudes of waoatlier.
Even far down on the peninsuls of

original

Ttaly between the Adriatic and the



