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MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

WE are pleased to notice that the
remarks of President Harrison on his
regent visil to Salt Lake City have
sugeested Lo someof our exchanges
that “the glory of the American home**
a3 they understand it is mennced in
other places than in Utab. The
Springfield (Mass.,) Union, for ex-
ample, thinks that the President’s re-
mark has a broader application thao
one is at first disposed to accord it; he
stated & principle which is or ought to
be constitutional with the whole
Amnerican people. “The American
home is the bottom fact of our Ameri-
can civilization and inpstitutions, and
any evil invasion of the howg,whether

noder politieal, sogial or religious
guise, is to be resisted to the ex-
treme of force, if NBCERIATY.

We have ‘been admitting to our
shores hordes of people whose home
habits are not like ours, and who have
little appreciation of what we mean by
home. We need not only to make the
rite of marriage more sacred, and to
guard the marriage relation with the
strongest enoctions, but to make it
possible for every family living on our
80il to have a true home, guarded from
all intrusion and consecrated to A mer-
lean family hife. In the purlieus of
our great cities and perbaps in the
poorer quarters of our smaller cities,
home life I8 etarcely possible. And
while we are Lhionking how to make
the Mormons obey the law, we have
probjems nearer home which are quite
as difficult to solve, but which must be
solved if we mean lo preserve the
integrity of American home life.’*
Alluding to another phase of the
same interesting subject, the New Or-
leans Picayune quotes statistica which
show that in the United States for the
twenty years ending in 1880, (here
were 328,716 divorces granted, of which
128,882 were of couples with children,
This prompta the Piocayune to ask what
is going to be done aboul It. Congress
having never nndertakys to interfere
with the instltulion of marriage in any
of the Btates beyond an effort to sup-
press polygamy in Utah, may it under-
take to ioterfere in pyves . where the

institution of divorce is becoming so
alarming in its extent nnd tendencles?
That it ought to, or that an attempt
at uniformity in Btate legislation omn
the subject should be sought, few per-
sons will dirpute who are familiar
with the varlety of the usages that are
to be met with in difterent parts of the
Union. In Bouth Carolina,for instance;
there ia no cause that can lead toa
divorce, rot even thescriptural one,
while in Arizona a period of desertion

- | extending oversix months is a suffi-

cient plen. Habitual drunkenness 18 a
cauge in many States, hut in Massa-
chusetis alone the opium habit is
recognized as a justification for legal
separation. In Kentucky ‘“‘ungovern-
able temper’? ia a legal ples; in Florida,
‘‘cruel treatment, outrages, or such

excesses as to render their 1iv-
ing together imsuppo:table;? 1o
Arkansas, Penosylvania, Kenlucky,

Louisiana, Missouri, Tennessee and
Texas,‘suchindignities as to render life
burdepsomey’? in Georgia, ‘‘three
years with any religious society tiet
bulieves marriage unlawfuly?? in Vir-
ginia, *fugitive from justice;* In
Illinois, “‘refusal of wife to move into
the State;** “imprisonment for felony
in all States except Filorida, biaine,
Maryland, New Jersey, New DMexico,
New York, Utah, and, of course, S8outh
Carolina.

Then, as to restrictions on remar-
riange by divorced persons, we find that
only in Connectiout, Malne, Ken-
tucky and Illinois are both parties
allowed an uorestricted choice in the
matter. In other Btates the plaintiff
may remarry, but the defendant is
prohibited during the lifetime of the
plaintifY, or for a term of years, and in
some cages remarriage in violation of
the law is declared higamy.

Al these reminders go to prove the
truth of the Bpringfleld Unionts first
obgervation: that the President’s re-
marks may find applicability in other
parts, indeed in all parts, of the great
American republic, wherever the
American home Is suppored to exist.
We agree with that vilew most beartily.

——

THE DISFRANCHISEMENT ISSUE DEAD

ALY classes of citizens In thia Terrs-
tory who have the least love or rever-
ence for American institutions, are 1o
be congratulated on the death of an
issnie which was a disgrace, eapecially
to ite supporters, aslong as it wag jm-
bued with life. We refei to the prop-
osition to disiranchise A ¢lass of citi-
zens on account of reilglous faith.

As has been noticed, the Democratic
party has emphatically condemned it.
Local Republican leaders on their part
deciare that the guestion js sp pom-
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pletely extinguished that no direct
reference to it will be required
in their fdrthcoming platform.
Their argument is that while
they utterly repudiate ft, they
would be undignified and guilty
of demngogy If they came along lardi-
ly to express their disapproval of if;
and they will oppose anything in their
platform that can bave the appearance
of a competitive bid for votes as
agrinst the Democrats, though asking
to have the platform so framed as to
rlearly indlcate that they condemn,
guite as emphatically as do the Dem-
ocrals, the hateful proposition. It is
but simple justice all round to nute
that wher petitlons were circulated
asking for the enactment of the odious
ineasure, they were signed by both
Democrata and Republicans; and that,
on the other hand, the siguers of the
proteste againgt its passage, were not
confined to either one or the other of
the national parties, Neither party as
organized today ¢an be charged with
all the favor the infamous project re-
ceived here at home, nor can either
claim all the honor for resisting and
stigmatizing the atrocity as itdeserved.
1t is refreshing to see that both parties
are ashamed of it; for that rauch man-
hood and justice they are eatitled to
oredit. Onunly the Iridune appears
anxious to contioue its old career of
hate and despotism without stop or
shadow of turning. We hope it may
have to run the course alone.

THE DENVER CONGRESS.

—_ =

Ti g Western Cougress convened on
Tuesday, the 19th inst.,, st Denver,
Col. It is expected that over 1200
delegates will be Jn attendance, and
that all the States and Territories from
ihe British line to the Gulf of Mexico
will be represented. The aime and ob-
jects of this congress ure to consider the
best interests of the great West, Bev-
eral important gquestions will be dis-
cussed, Those which wiil receive the
moet attention are irrigation and the
storing of water in reservoirs, the free
coinage of silver, a desp sea harbor on
the southern coast and the Nicaragus
canal. Incidentally A number of other
jgeues mAay compe up, such s transpor-”
tation, labor and capital, the tariff and
some of the hobbies of Farmers® AlH-
ance men.

A pumber of the delegates who will
be present are men of national repute.
There will be a number present who
attended the Kansas City congressa
few weeks ago. It is to be hoped that
these delegates have profited by their
experience there, and that they will
endeavor to make the Denver congress
worthy of (he attentipn of the



