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liberties rights and immunities
guaranteed to us by the constitu-
tion and no matter what action
may bobe taken by lc influ-
ence by excited and unreasonable
men or by inimical legislation we
shall contend inch by inch for our
freedom and rights aiaj well as the
freedom and righta of all american
citizens and of all mankind As a
people or community wowe can abide
our time but I1 will say to you lat
tertor day saints that there is nothing
of which you have been deadesdeapdearrolledoiled
by oppressive0 acts or
rule tutbut that you will again possess
or your children after you your
rights in ohio your rights in jack-
son clay caldwell and davitidavits coun
ties in missouri will yet be restored
to you your possessionspossen lonsions ofor which
you have been fraudulently des-
poiled in blissomissouriurluri and illinois you
will again poepossessEess and that
without force or fraud or violence
the lord has a way of HIhis own in
regulating such matters we sireare
told the wicked bhailshall blayslay thothe wick-
ed he has a way of his1119 own of

emptying the earth of the inhabit
ants thereof A terribleter day of
reckoning is18 approaching the na-
tionseions of the earth the lord Is com-
ing out of hlahiais hhidinging place to vex
the inhabitants thereof and the de-
stroyer of the gentiles as prophe-
sied of is already on his way AL
ready the monarchs of the earth are
trembling fromirom conspiracies among
their own people already haslias one
czarovczar of russia been destroyeddestroy ed and
another holds his life by a very un-
certain tenure through the perpetu-
al threats and machinations of
an infuriated populace already
have the emperor of germany the
ringking of italy the queen of eng-
land

ng
the king of spain the sultan

of turkey andanil many others of tilethe
andanti noble rulers of thothe

earth had their lives jeopardized by
the attacks of have
two of the presidents cfof this re-
public been laid jowlow by the
hands of the assassin and the
spirit of insubordination misrule
lunchinglynchinglynching and of every
kindhind is beginning to ride rampant
through the land already combina-
tions are being entered into which
are very ominious for the future
prosperity weiraweleawelfarereaudand hoppinhappinessessofof
thisthia great republic the volcanic
fires of a disordered and anarchical
element are beginning to manifest
themselves and exhibit the internal
forces that are at work among the
turbulent and unthinking masses ofbf
the people congress will soon have
Bomeomsomethingething else to do than to pro-
scribe and persecute an innocent
law abiding and patriotic people of
all bodies in the world they can
least afford to remove the bulwarksbulwa
that bind Locleta together in this
nation to reckiereekierecklesslysaly trample upon
human freedom and rights and to
rend and destroy that great pallpailpalladi-
um

adiadl
of human rirightslits the constitu-

tion of the united states ereera long
they will need lilull its protecting in
flufiufluencyencene to save this nation from mis
rulerate anarchy andaniauf influ-
ence they can ill afford to be tho
foremost in tampering with human
rights and humada freedom or in
tearingtenting down the bulwarksbulwa of safety
and protection which that sacred
instrument has guaranteed it ish
lamentable to beeseq the various disdib
ordered and disorganized elements
seeking to overthrow tiletiie great-
est and beat government in
existence onoil bothe earth
congress can ill amfordafford to beet
a pattern of violation of that con-
stitutionution which it has sworn to
support the internal fires of revolu-
tion are already shoulderinging in this
nation and they need but a sparkbpark to

them in a flameflume already are
agencies at work in the jandland calcu-
lated to subvert and overthrow
every principle of rule and govern
ment already is corruption of01 every
kind prevailing in high places and
permeating all society already are
we as a nation departing from our
god and corrupting ourselves with
malfeasance dishonor and a lack of
public integrity and good faith al
readyare licentiousness and debauch
erycry corrupting undermining and
destroying eosocietyclety already aroare wowe
interfering with thetho laws of nature
and stopping the functions of life
and havohave become the mayersslayers of our
own offspring and employ human
butchers in thetho shape of physicians
ioto assist in this diabolical and mur-
derous work the sinssina of this
nation the licentiousness the
debauchery the murders are
entering into the ears cfof the
luordlord of Babbsoth and I1 tell you
now from the tops of these moun-
tains as a humble servant of tilethe
living god that these crimea
and infamiesamies pireare stostoppedpredpied this nation
trill be overthrown and itiitsit glory

power dominion and wealth
wiltwill fade away like the dews of
a summerbummer morning I1 also say to
other nations of the earth that
unless they repentrepeat of their crimes
their iniquities and abominationabominationssj
their thrones will be overturn-
ed their kingdoms and govern-
ments overthrown and their lands
made desolate this is not only my
bayingsaying buthut it is the saying of thom
ancient prophets which they them-
selves profess to believe for god
will speedily have a controversy
with tiletho nations of the earth and
as I1 stated before the destroyer of
the gentiles is on his way to over-
throw governmentsto destroy dynas-
ties to layjay waste thrones kingdoms
and empires to spread abroad anar-
chy and desolation and to cause
war famine and bloodshed to over-
spread the earth

besides the preaching of the gos-
pel we have another mission name-
ly the perpetuation of the free
agency of man and the maintenance
of liberty freedom and the rights of
man there are certain principles
that belong to humanity outside of
the of the laws
outside of all thetho enactments andaud
plans of marman among which is the
right to live dodgod gave nsus the rllihtlit
and not man no government gave
it to u and no government has a
right to take it away from us we
have a right to liberty that was a
light that god gave to all men
and if there has been oppression
fraud or tyranny in the earth it
has been the result of the wicked-
ness and corruptionscorruptions of men and
has always been opposed to god and
the principles of truthtruths righteous-
ness virtue and all principles
that are calculated to elevate man
kindbind the declaration of indepen-
dence elites that men are in poapos

of certain right
among which are lifehie liberty and
the pursuit of happiness this betoe
longs to us it belongs to all human-
ity I1 wish and the worst I1
have for the united states is that
they could have liberality enough
to give to all men equal rights and
while they profess to have de-
livered the blimackack alavez that they
strike onnoil the fetters of the white
men of the south who have been
ground under the heel of sectional
injustice and jet them feel that we
are all brothersbrothers in one great atlonmationjn
and deliver all people from tyranny
and oppression of every kind and
proclaim as they didatdid at the first
liberty throughout the land and to
all people that is the worst wish
I1 have norforforththemem and when I1 seeeee
theinthem take another course I1 feel
sorryborry for it I1 would like
ifit I1 had time to talk a little upon
constitutional rights I1 would like a
little to discuss tho unconstitution-
ality of that edmunds bill but it
was ably done by many senators of
the united states and by others in
the house of representatives
very ably done and I1 honor ththe6
men who maintain such sentiments
it is true that most of them apolo-
gized and said that they were as
much opposed to polygamy as any-
body well that is a matter of
their own they have a right to their
opinions as much as I1 have a right to
my opinion would I1 deprive them
of that right no I1 would not I1
preach the gospel to the world
what is it force tyranny and
oppreoppressionutionwilon no it is all free
grace and it iais nilall free will
Is anybody coerced did anybody
coerce you latter day Salhalsaintslits aroarc
any of you forced to continue latter daydai saints if you do not want
wsto eryouifyou thinkturns you are you aroarc allnil
absolved todayto day we know of no suchsueh
principle aaas coercion it is a matter of
choice thetho principle that I1
spoke of before thattint is men receive
the holy ghost within themselves
is the cementing binding unit-
ing power hatthat exists among thetile
latter day saints what right have
I1 to expect that members of the
bousso of representatives or
the people of the statesslates
should advocate polygamy they
would not understand it 1 0orr
would it babe reasonable for uaus to ex-
pect it at their hands but what I1
admired in those senators and mem-
bers was their fealty to the govern-
ment to thetho constitution and the
maintenance of thetho freedom and
the inalienable rights of man of
every color creed and profession

I1 will relate a little conversation
thatthal I1 had with president hayesmayes
when hohe was here on the subject of
polygamy I1 baidsaid to him we are not
generally understood by the people
of the world by thothe outsiders aaudud
I1 can look with very great leniency

I1 elthes caloa of members of theiflf and the
Renritelenato tletie governors and others

ho hwohavo expressed strong

tion against this principle From youryoun
standpoint you think wowe are a cor-
rupt people you think it iaIs a pitpikpattpait or
portion cfof the thing you callcill the
social evil that permeates niloil claciaclassesclawesmeswes
of society and Is13 capping the foun-
dation of the life of so many
throughout the land you think
that we are trying to introduce
something that iaIs encouraging licen-
tiousness and pother kindred evilaevils
among the beope and to legalize
these things byly legislative enact-
ment and otherwise and trying to
popularize and make legal those in
camies I1 continued that is a false
vlewview to take of thetb c subject mr pre-
sident I1 have always abhorred such
practices from the time I1 was quite
young when I1 have seenreen men naart
the part of lotharioslothariusLothLotharloharioarios deceivingdec Iving the
fair sexbex and despoiling11 them of their
virtue and then seeing thom men
received into society and their vic-
tims disgraced ostracizedostracised and es-
teemed as pariahs and outcasts I1
could not help sympathisingsympathizing with

iaa woman that waswile seduced
I1 looked upon the man who
seduced her as a villain I1 do aojio to-
day

i

saidbald I1 when joseph smith
first made known the revelation
concerning plural marriage and of
having more wives thanothan neItt made
my flesh crawl but mr presidentderl t I1
received such evidence and
mony pertaining to this matter
scriptural and otherwise which it
was impossible for me as an honest
man tota resist and believing it to
be right I1 obeyed it and practicedpractised it
I1 have not time now to enter into
all the details but in regard to those
honorable gentlemen in the senate
who maintained thethem principle ofor
constitutional rights and who de
claredare as I1 declare todayto day that that
instrument which was then got-
ten up waswaa unconstitutional
in beveral particular I1 could
not expect them to advocate
mytny relreireligionglongion it is not their busbusinessineis
butlut is mine and yours they can
take what religion they please we
do not wish to force our religion nor
our marital relations upon thelnorthemnor
have we ever done it nor could we
do it if we wished forlor this principle
laIs connected with thothe saints alone
and pertains to eternity as well as
time and is knownrenown totio uaus by the
appellation of celestial marriage
it does not belong to them nor
it pertain to all of ouroar own eople
none but the more pure virtuous
honorable and upright are permitted
tota enter into thesethose associations now
I1 speak to the latter dy isaints who
areaxe acquainted with whatwhat I1 bayeay
I1 state untruthsun truths tell meymesme andaud I1 will
consider you my friendsJendsfr and
the friends of tills community
should we preach the doctrine
of plurality of wives to the
people of the united states no
you know very wellweli that I1itt is only
for honorable men and women vir-
tuous men and women honest men
and women who can be vouchedcouched for
by those who preside over them
and whom they recognize as their
presidents it is only such peoplemple as
these that can be admitted to par
tic W in tillstilis ordinance youangknow it I1 know it you presi-
dents of stakes know it and
the people know it there aroare
any number of people in this terri-
tory who are good people in many re-
spects but who cannot come up to
that standard that is the position
we occupy in rerelationatlonstion to thiathid princi-
plei

iiif tiiethe united statesslates wore tot ask
I1 ue if wowe could give to them the
samosamesaine ordinance wowe would bayeay
no no we cannot why
can you not because it is
a ordinanceordinances as I1 havereligious
stated because it connects men and
women together for time and for
eternity because it associates people
of this world in the next because it
makes provision for our marital as-
sociations in the other world and
that while wowe hamhazoha m our wives herohere
we expect to havohave them in eternity
and we believe in that doctrine thatthai
reaches beyond time into eternity
others makemabe their marital relations
to end in death their covencovenantsants last
only till death doeadoca them part ours
Itiketykeake holdhoid of eternity they enter into
the eternal state of existence and
concontemplatetem plate an eternal union of the
bexessexes worlds without cridend

we believe in the resurrection of
the dead and the life in the world
to come and not only in the resur-
rection of the male but also of the
female we believe aisoalso in eternal
unions union on earth and in hea
ven and as the heavens declare
the glory of god and the stellar uni-
verses roll on according to eternal
laws implanted in them by the

and perform their revolutions
throughh successive ages so will man
progress and increase himself his
wives hid children through the

eternities to come who is injured
by this faith cannot a great atardaidd
magnanimous nation afford the
viege to enjoy these principles
without passing bills of pains and
penalpennipenaltiestits for thethet belief and enuncia-
tion of suchkuch divine ennobling andardarand d
godlike principles

man is a dual being possessed of
body and spirit made in thetho imago
of god and connected with him
and with eternity he is a god luto
embryo and will live and progress
throughout the eternal agesagea
ent to the laws of the godhead as
thetiie gods progress throughout the
eternal ageageg Is it a thing incredi-
ble in this generation that god khailshail
raise the dead Is it a thing credibleincrediblean
that the f inest and most exalted ties
and sympathies ofhumanity sancti
fleckfieck by family relreirelationsrelareiaalonsions purepura undeundo
filed love should continuocontinue ina the
resurrection

wevve have no fault to find with
our government we deem it the
best in the world but we have
reason to deplore its

and iballI1 callcail upon ouroar
our governors and president to bueelusepiuse
in their career and not to tamper
with the rights and liberties of
ameamericanrican citizens nor wan-
tonly tear down the bulwarksbulwa
otof american and human liberty
god has given to us glorious insti-
tution

instit-
utionstututiOnstion let us preserve them in
tact and not pander to the vices
parabpaslonseions and fanaticism of a deprav-
ed public opinion

cannot the enlightenment
civilization and statesmanship of
the nineteenthninettenth century in this great
amergianameraAmer jianiianan nation findrind a more
worthy object than to fetter hu
man thought to enslave ita own
citeltcithenszens to forge chains for the sup-
pression of human progress to
bind in cimmerian darknessdarknesknea the nob-
lest aspirations of the human juul
to tear awn the pillars of the tem-
ple

tem-
pie of liberty to inaugurate a sys-
tem of serfdom and oppres-
sion and lo10 copy after egypt
busbiarussia and the late practices of thilthis
nation jna enslaving and brutalizing
humanity tearing to pieces that
great palladium of human rights
the constitution of the united
Statstatesebsefe can they afford to do thisthi
if there are supposed wrongswi angs eancancI1n
they not nindfind a legal antiand constitu-
tional way of correcting these
wrongs morely the tearing down
of thothe bulwarksbulwa the very temple
of freedom will not aid them in hethef

solution of this to them vexed
qquestionaeton or if they tear away the
astrongholdsstrongtrongholds of society theyhey them-
selvesselves will perish in the ruins

but with regard to those not ofor
us I1 will tellteil youyoa what I1 believe
about the matter I1 believe ftit would
beauchbe much better for them to have
even polygamy in their statstate of ex-
istence than this corroding corrupt-
inging demoralizing and damningdawning evevil
thatthac prevails in their midst
wowe j ooklook upon I1itt that
polygamypolyaa Wy is the normal
condition of man but that has no-
thing to do with mormon pluralityy
of wives or what is termed celestialimarriage I1 aouwouldld state also that
when wowe speak of its being the nor-
mal condition it has coeo existed
throughout all ages and when we
talk about polygamy I1 have readtead
the speeches of men in congress
when speaking about the mormon

tioulion telling uaus that the british
inin india put down suttee which is
the burning of widows on thetho fune-
ral pile of their husbands casting
childrchildrenergerf into thetho ganges eteetc that
thothe british put that down by force
of law but the british if my me
morymorye ervesserves mome right have about
two hundred million 9 of polygamists
under their jurisdiction and they
can amordafford to treat them light and
to give them the protection of law
but our free government cannot
and when we talk about the suttee
that is the destruction of life while
polygamy means the propagation of
human lirelife one tendtends to destruc-
tion and death thoiho other to the pro-
pagationpa of life I1 will guarantee to
daygays without fear of contradiction
that there is more of the suttee
in the united states todayto day pertain-
ing to infants than there ever was
in india among the samecame number of
population it has become
conable in thoiho east for women to
bavohave large families I1 have heard
remarks ilkelike ththisin one lady was ask-
ed how many children have you
one or two Is that all what do
you take me for do you think I1lamiamam
a cow why no you are not a cow
for cowscogs do not murder their off-
spring what a terrible tale is here
tolda what a horrible state of achins
iaIs here exhibited and I1 am told
that somebome of these iniquities are be-
ing introduced here I1 eilelielltell you in
the name of godif you do we will be
after you I1 am told of physicians

who are acting iabinsaasjas they do in the
east aaas thothethe butchers of infants
lctlet uaus look after thebetheae things you
lihIl hopschop and if you do find it out
bring th m uptip As god lives we
vwillIIIlil not permit such infamiesamies in our
midst you will not commence your
fashionablefashinableablo murders herehero and I1
will pay now wo to this nation
and to the nations ofeurope or any
people among auyany nation that sanc-
tions these things have you not
read that no murderer hath eberneternalRI

life abiding in him what shall bobe
thought cf those ulmaurmatural irouserstermera the slayers of their own off-
spring this revolting unnatural
damnable vice may ieto fashionablefashion ableabie
but god will require thibthistil s crime at
their hands wo to men and to
women that are licentious and ct r
ruptbupt depraved and debauched and
especially wo tenfold wowd to thothe
murderermurderersmurdererderera of helpless innocence I1
tell you this in the name of the
lord if these thingsthinks are not stop-
ped god will arise and shake the
nations of the earth and root out
their infamiesamies

now then what shall we do
we do not wish to place ourselves

in a state of antagonism nor to hetpet
defiantly towards this government
we will fulfillfulfil the letter coto far as
practicable of that unjust inhuman
oppressive and unconstitutional law
so far as we can without violating
principle but we cannot sacrifice
evryevery principle of human right at
the behest of corrupt unreasoning
and unprincipled men we cannot
violate the highest and noblest
principles of human nature and
make pariahs and outcasts of high
minded virtuous and honorable wo-
men nor baeri flee at the shrine of
popular clamor the highest and
noblest principles of humanityl

we shall nolde all constitutional
law as we always have done but
while we are God fearing and law
abiding and respect all honorable
men and officers we are no craven
serfs and have bot learned to lick
the feet of oppressors nor to bow in
base bubsubsubmissionmission to unreasoning clada
mor we will contend inch by
inch legally and consconstitutionallya ly
for our rights as american citizens
and for the universal rights of uni-
versal

i

terrverrat man weave stand proudly
erect ina the consciousness of our
rights as american citizens and
plant ourselves firmly on the sacred
guarantees of the constitution and
thabtuat instrumentinstrumen t whilo it dennesdefines theth
powes stud privilegedprivilegea of the presi-
dent congress and the judiciary
also directly brovprovidesidesidea that the
powers not delegated to the united
states by thothe constitution nor pro
habited by it to thetile states are re-
served to the states respectively or
to the people

I1 have heard it boasted by british
statesmen that as eoonsoon as a alqlaiq
planted his foot on britishbritish soilsollso his
fetters were broken and liehe waswag a
free man it is the proud braitboa it of
americans that her flag floats for
all and while congress claims the
rlright13ht of dominion andfind legislation
overovenove territories with that same
right is associated the right of man-
hood freedom and american citi-
zenshipzenship wo need have no fears
no tremblingtremblinn in our knees about
these attempts to deprive us of our
godgibenGodgiven and constitutional liber-
ties god will take carocare of
hishia people if wowe will only do
right I1 am thankful to haysay
ththatfutfit you are doing pretty nearly as
well as you know how there arearo
many things amongamons usits that are
wrong many things that aroarc foofoafoolish
but generally you aroarc seeking to feargod and ke p illshis commandmentscommand menta
now treat your wives right but do
not subject yourselves to the infa-
mous provisions of the edmundaedmunds
act more than you can help avoid
all harsh expressions and improper
actions act carefully and prudently
in all your social relations be wise
as serpents and harmless as dovesdovea
A gentlemen in washington
told another who related it to
me in answer to the question what
will the mormonscormonsMormons do with their
wives and children when this bill
passespasselpas sess he was told turn
them out in the streets as we do our
harlotsbarlots I1 baysay in the name of god
we will not do any euchsuch thing and
ietjet aau11 israel sayeay amen ithethe vast
congregation amountinglog to from

to persons respondedamen wowe will stand by our cove-
nants and the constitution will IXbearbenrar
us out in it Amonamonggotherotherothen things
that instrument says that congress
shall make no law impairing the va
limity of contracts you have con-
tracted to be united with your wives
in time and eternity and it wouldnot do for us to break a constitution-
al laapjaw would it laughter othersmay do it but we cannot we egnotcannot
lay aside our honor we cannot jay


