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I wrote the following:—

“To the Honorable, the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of
America, in' Congress assewmbled:

Your memorialist, a free born citizen of
these United Sthtes, respectfnlly sheweth,
that from his infancy his soul has been filled
with the most intense and philanthropic inter-
est for the welfare of his native country; and
being fired with an ardor, which floods cannot
quench, crowns cannot conquer, nor diplomatic
intrigue corrupt, to see those principles which |
emanated from the bosoins of the fathers of
seventy-six, and which cost the noblest talents
and richest blood of the nation, maintained in-
violate and perpetnated to future generations;
and the proud eagle of American freedom soar
triumphant over every party prejudice and
local sinistry, and spread her gelden pinions
over every member of the human family, who
ghall streteh forth their hands for succor from
the lion’s paw or the oppressor’s” graspy and
firmly trusting in the God of libeity, that he
has designed universal peace and good will,
unton and brotherly love to all the great family
of man, your memeorialist asks your honorable
body to pass the following

ORDINANCE.

An Ordinance for the protection of the citizens of
the United Stales emigrating 1o the adjoining
Terrilories, and for lhe exlension of the prin-
ciples of universal liberty.

PREAMBLE,

Whereas, many of the citizens of these
United States have migrated, and are migrat-
ing to Texas, Oregon, and other lands contigu-
oi:8 to this nation; and wherees, Texas has de-
clared herseif free and independent, without
the necegsary power to protect her rights and
liberties; and whereas, Oregon is without any
organized government, and those who emigrate
thither are exposed to foreign invasion ard
domestic feuds; and whereas, the Oregon, by
geozraphieal location and discovery more
rightfully belongs to these United States than
to any other general government; and whereas,
it 18 necessary that the emigrants of that newly
gettling territory should receive protection;
and whereas, the Texian government has pe-
titioned the United States to be received into
our Union, but yot retains her national exist-
ence; and whereas, the United States remem-
ber with gratitude the seasonable support they
received, in a like sitnation from a La Fayette;
and whereas, the United States desire to see
thie principles of her free institutions extended
to all men; especially where it can be done
without the loss of blood and Treasure to the
nation; and wheregs, there is an alinost hourgl-
less extent of Territory on the west and Eu:#h
of these United States, where exists little or
no organization of protective government; and
wheieas. the lands thus unknown, unowned or
gnoccupied, are among some of the richest and
wost fertile of the continent; '

And whereas. many of the inhabitants of the
Union would gladly embrace the opportunity of
extending their researches and acquirements so
poon as they canreceive protection in their en-
terprize; thereby adding strength, durability.
and wealth to the nation; and whereas. the red
man, the robber, and the desperado have fre-
quently interrupted such research and aequi-
sition without justifiable cause; and whereas,
Joseph Smith has offered and does hereby offer
these United States, fo show hig loyalty to our
confederate Union and the constitution of our
republic; to, prevent quarrel and bloodshed on
our frontierss {0 extend the arm of deliverance
to Texas; to protect the inhabitants of Oregon
from foreign agoression and domestie broils;
to prevent the crowned nations from encireling
usg a8 a nation on our western and southern
borders, and save the eagie’s talon from the
bion’s paws™fo still the tongzue of slander, and
show the world that a republic can be, and not
be unzrateful. | |

o open Lhe vast regions of the unpeopled
west and south to our enlightened and enter-
prising yeomanry; fo- protect them in their re-
gearches; fo secure them in their locations and
thus strengthen the government and enlarge
her borders; fo éxtend her influences to inspire
the nations with the spirit of freedom and win
them to her standard; fo promote intelligence;
to culfivate and establish peace among all with
whom we may have intercourse as neighbors;
to setttle all existing difficulties among those
not organized into an acknowledged govern-
ment bordering upon the United States and
Territories. £ -

J'o save the national revenue in the nation’s
coffers; to supersede the necessity of a stand-
Ing army on our western and southern fron-
tiers; fo create and maintain the principles of
peace and suppress mobas, insurrections and
oppression in Oregon and all lands bordering
upon the United States and not incnrpnratea
mto any acknowledged national government;
to explore the unexplored regions of our conti-
nent; fo open new fields for enterprize to our
citizens and protect them therein; o search
out the antiquities of the land and thereby
promote ti.e arts, and sciences, and general in-
formation; fo amalgumare the feelings of all
with whoin he may have intercourse on the
principlesof equity, liberty, justice, humanity,
and benevalence. 3

To break down tyranny and oppression and
exalt the standard of universal peace: provided
e shall be protected in those rights and privi-
teges which constitutionally belonz to every
citizen of this republic; therefore, that the said
memorialist may have the privilege, and that
no citizen of these United States shall obstruet,
or attempt to obstruct or hinder, so
great, 80 nable an enter
{:{ans and prineciple

evil and designine men:—

: good, so"
prise to earry out those
s as set forth in this pream-

"tb

e, and be shielded from every opposition by T

L

-

of Representalives of the United Stales of Amer-
ica, in Congress assembled, that Joseph Smith,
of the city of Nauvoo, in the State of Illinois,
is hereby authorized and empowered to raise a
company of one hundred thousand armed vol-
unteers, in the United States and Territories,
at such times and places, and in such numbers,
as he shall find necegsary and convenient for
the purposes gpecified in the foregoing pream-
ble, and to execute the same.

Sec. 2. Jnd be tt furlther ordained, thatif any
person or persons shall hinder or attempt to
hinder or molest the said Joseph Smith from
executing his designs in raising said volunteers
and marching or transporting the same to the
borders of the United States and Territories,
he or they 8o hindering. molesting or offending,
shali be punished by a fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars each for every offence, or by
hard labor on some public work not exceeding
two years, or both, at the diseretion of the
nearest district court of the United States
where the hinderance or offence shall-be com-
mitted, having juriadiction. ;

Sec. 3. .And be it further ordained, the more
fully toremove all obstructions and hinderances
to the raising, enlisting and marching the tvol-
‘unteers as aforesaid, the said Joseph Smith is
hereby constituted a member of the army of
these United States, and is authorized to act
28 such in the United States and Territories,
and on all lands bordering upon the United
States and Territories for the purppses specified
in the foregoing preamble, provided said land
ghall not be within the acknowledged jurisdic-
tion of any acknowledged national govern-
ment.

Sec. 4. And be it further ordained, that noth-
ing in thig ordinance shall be so construed by
any individua!l or nation as to consider the vol-
unteers aforesaid, as constituting any part of
the army of the Unifed States; neitber shall

+the said Joseph Smith, as @ member of the Uni-

ted States army, disturb the peace of any nation
or government acknowledged as such, break
the faith of treaties between the United States
and another nation, or violate any known law
of nations, thereby endangering the peace of
e United States.
Sec. 5. JAnd be it further ordained, that the
said Joseph Smith shall confine his operations
to those principles of action specified in the
preamble to this ordinance, the perpetuity of
which ghall be commensurate with the eircum-
stances and specifications which have origi-
nated it.

And your memorialist will ever pray. &e.

JOSEPH SMITH.
City of Nauvoo, Illinois,’
March 26, 1844, -

Dr. Willard Richards wrote to the Saints at
Augusta, Lee county, Iowa, requesting a hrief
history of the settling of that branch, and also
asking a donation of lnmber for his house.

In the afternoon Abiathar B. Williams made
the following affidavit before Daniel H. Wells,
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“State of Illinois,
Hancock county.
Pergonally appeared before me, Daniel H.
Wells, acting justice of the peace in and for

{the said county, Abiathar B, Williams, who

heing duly sworn according to law, depos-
eth and saith, that on or about the 15th day of
March A.D. 1844, Joseph H. Jackson came to
my house and requested me to walk with bim,
which T did. During the time we were walk-
ing said Joseph H. Jackson said that he was
then coming direct from Mr. Law?s; that there
was going to be a secret meeting in the city of

it was not deeided he conld not say positively
as to the time, but he would inform me in sea-
son. The said Joseph H. Jackson said that
Doctor Foster, Chancey L. Highee and "the
Laws were red hot for a conspiracy, and he
should not be surprised if in two weeks there
should not be one of the Smith family left alive
in Nanvoo. After we arrived at Mr. Loomis’,

' near the Masonic Hall, in the city of Nauvoo,

herelated some thines which he stated that Dr.
Foster had said relative to his family. This
he did in the presence of Mr. Eaton and my-
self, and strongly solicited myself and DMr.
Eaton to attend the secret meeting and join
them in their intentions. The said Joseph H.
Jackson*¥urther said that Chancey Higbee had
said thathe, the said Chancey Highee, had seen
men tied hand and foot and run throueh the
heart with a sword. and their heads taken off,
and then buried, and he durst not say a word.
This the said Jackson said in Mr. I.oomis’
room, and further this deponent saith not.
A. B. WILLTAMS.
Sworn to_and subscribed before me this 27th
day of March, A.D..1844,

gL. s.§ DANIEL H. WELLS, J.P.”

Also M. G. Eaton made aflidavit as fqllnwa:

“State of Illinois, i
Hancock county. §

Personally appeared before me, Daniel H.
Wells, an acting justice of the peace, in and
for said county, M. G. Eaton, who being duly
sworn- according te law,-duposeth and saith,
that on or about the fifteenth day of March,
A.D. 1844, Joseph H. Jackson came to mg
several times and requested me to go on the
hill with him. I finally consented and went
with him to'the Key Stone Store, in the city
of Nauvoo. Dr. Foster and one of the Hig-
bees, I think Chancey L. Highge, were in the
store. The said Joseph H. Jackson, together

1 with the said R. D. Foster and said Higbee,

went into the back room of the store. They
appeared to enter into private council. Soon
after they went into the said room the said
joseph H. Jackson invited me into the room
where they were then pitting, I immediately

Seq, 1. Be wordained by the Senatt and House | complied,

..

Nauvoo, probably to morrow evening; but as;

THE DESEREMT

e o  a ¥

\

NEWS.

Boon after I went in, the said Higbee com-
menced talking about the spiritual wife system,
He gaid he had no doubtbut some of the Elders
had ten or twelve apiece. He said thev mar-
ried them whether the females were willing or
not, and they did it by recording the marriage
in a large book, which book was sealed up after
the record was made, and was not to be opened
for a long time, probably not until many of
the husbands of those who were thus married
were dead. They would then epen the book
and break the seals in the presence of those
females, and when they saw their names re-
corded in that book they wonld believe that
the doctrine was true and they must submit.
He said this book was kept at Mr. Hyrmn
Smith’s. I asked the said Chancey L. Hig-
bEE - L] L L] : -

[ Here follows some expressions too indecent
for insertion, ]

The aforesaid R, 1. Toster then asked me
what I would think if during my absence from
home a carriage should drive upto my house,
‘a person alight, and the carriage then drive ofl’
againg this person should then go into my house
and begin to tell my wife a great many things
against meMo prejndice her mind against me
and use every possible means to do this, and
finally would introduce and preach the spiritu-
al wife doctrine to her and make an altempt to
seduce her; and further, this person should sit
down to dine with my wife, bleas the victuals,
&c., and while they were thusengaged I should
come home and find them thus associated, this
person should rise up and say how do you do,
and blegs me in a very polite manner, &c. And
also, if upon these appearances, I should feel
jealous tBa.t gomething was wrong, and when
the person was gone I wonld ask my wife what
had been the conversation between her and this
person, but she would refuse to tell me? 1
then draw a pistol and present it to her head
and threaten to shoot her if she did not tell
me all, but she would still refuse. I then
would give her a double barrelled pistel, and
say to Eer, ‘defend yourself, for if you don’t
tell me, either you or I wonld shoot.” She
would then faint away through fear and excite-
ment, and when she came to again, she would
begin and tell you how this person had been
trying to poison your wife’s mind againust you,
and by preaching the gpiritnal wife system to
her had endeavored to seduce her. I replied,
I shonld think he was a rascal; but who has
had such a trial as that? The said R. D. Fos-
ter answered that he was the man who had
had that trial and who had been thus abused.

The said Dr. Foster, Higbee and Joseph II.
Jackson then remarked that they were about
to hold a secret meeting to oppose and try to
put a stop to such things. Thesaid Joseph H.

| Jackson also said that if any person undertook

to arrest him he should begin to cut them.

The said R. D. Foster further said he was
afraid of his life and dare not be out nights.

The said Higbee said he had not a donbt but
there had been men killed in Missouri who had
secrets that they
vulge. He said he was afraid of his life.

The said Jackson further said that he should
not be surprised if there should be a real muss
and an insurrection in the city in less than
two months, and that if a disturbance should
take place tho Carthagenians and others would
come and help them.

He mentioned some names of persons who
would come from Carthage, which names I do
not remember. The same day when in DMr.
Loomis’ room, I heard the said Jackson say
that the Laws were ready to enter into a se-
cret conspiracy, tooth and nais.

The said Highbee also said while at the Ke
Stone Store that if ever he was brought before
the mayor’s court again, and the mayor told
him to hold his tongue, that he should get up
and tell him he had a right to speak and should
do so, and then if any man attempted to put
him out of court he would shoot him through,
and further this deponent gaith not.

. M. G. EATON.
~ 5 Sworn to and subseribed before me
§ 1.8, } this 27th day of March, -A.D. 1844,

e~ DANIEL H. WELLS, J. P.

This evening Dr. Reynolds, of Iowa city,
lectured on astronomy in the Assembly Room.

Thursday, 28.—Dull day, drizzling rain, cold
N.E. wind.

Transferred the trial of Ianthus Rolfe to
Aaron Johnson, J. P.

This afternoon had the Assembly Room and
office plastered where the same had been
knocked off, &ec.

Friday, 20.—Night boisterous; abont 8 a.m.,
hail storm, N.E. wind; nipping frost; frost,
hail, and strong wind all day. '

Spent the day at home,

Saturday, 30.—This morning I heard there
was some disturbance on the'hill; rode up and
found it reported that a robbery had been com-
mitted at the Key Stone Store, kept by Mr.
Rollasson, of some $4 or $500 and some goods,
and they were suspicious'of a certain black
man.. 11issued a search wafrant and returned
to my office, where I found the black man,
—— Chism, with his back lacerated from his
shoulders to his hips, with 20 or more lashes.
My clerk, Dr. Richards, kept him secreted, and
called Aaron Johnson, a justice of the peace,
‘who issued a warrant for , .& Mis-
sourian, who had boarded at my house a few
days, and on testimony fined him $5 and costs
for whipping Chism. One Easton a wit-
neas, said he could not testify sithout impli-
cating himself, Jand he was apprehended and
held in custody.  W. H. J. Marr, Esq., refused
to testify because he was counsel.

I got prepared a Memorial to his Excellency
John Tyler, the President of the United Statesy
embodying in it the same sentiments as are in
my petition to the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States, dated 26th

March, 1844, asking the privilege of raising

were afraid they would di- |

| City Marshal

100,000 men to extend protection to persons
wishing to gettle Orezon and other portions of
the Territory of the\United States and extend
protection to the pegple in Texas.

Sabbath, 31.—Cold, fine day.

At home this morning until nine, when [
went over to my reading room, again heard read,
and signed my memorial to Congress for the
privilege of raising 100,000 volunteers to protegt
Texas, Oregon, &ec., dated 26th inst.; and also
a Memorial to the President for the same pur.
pose, if the other fail.

Also signed an introductory letter to Elder
Orson Hyde, who is going to carry the Memo-
rials to Washington, as followa:

“City of Nauvoo, Illinoigy
We, the mayor

March 30, 1844.

To whom it may concern,
and recorder of_said city, do certify that
Orson Hyde, Esq., the bearer, a councilor
in the city council of gaid city, is sent as
our agent by the authorities of said city,
to transact such business as he may deem ex.
pedient and beneficial for the party whom he
represents; and as such agent and gentleman
of principle and character, he by us is recom.
mended to the due consideration of all the ex-
ecutive officers of the Government, both houses
of Congress, and gentlemen generally of the
United States.

~~+-~ In witness whereof we have here.

Corpo- unto set our hands and affixed tha
iration seal of said corporation at the
Seal., time and place aforesaid,
e

. JOSEPH SMITH, Mayor.
- Wirrarp® Riciiarps, Recorder.”

Abont this time br. Alexander Mills, one of
the police, informed me that Chancey L. Hig.
by drew a pistol on him the night before and
threatened to shoot him. I instructed him to
make cmnriaint to Esquire Wells and bhave

him apprehended.

Monday, April 1.—In the court room in the
mansion, Mr. J. Easton was brought up as be-
ing accessory to whipring Chismj referred the
case to Alderman Wells., Gn investigation it
appeared to the satisfaction of the court that
he had been on trial for the same offence before
Robert D. Foster and acqnitted.

I extract {rom the Neighbor:—

‘““ After the court dismissed the case, Geheral
Smith feariessly stated that he believed that
it was a plot on the part of thoge who were in.
strumental in getting up the previous trial to
thwart the ends of justice and screen the pris.
oner from the condemnation he justly de.
serves. Mr. Foster then stated by way of an
apelogy, that at the time he issued the warrant
he did not know that the prisoner was under
an arrest, or that there was any process out
against him. f

We hope for the honor of such a man as
Mr. TToster that his statement is true. Mr,
Foster, however, called upon one of his-jorors,
Mr, Carn, to corroborate what he haj saidj
but, to our astonishment, he replied that when
Mr. Fosgter summoned him to appear and act
as a juryman, that he wasnot informed what
case he was to act upon, nor did he learn until
he entered the office, where he acted accordin
to the evidence given, but believed then as weﬁ
as now, that ‘it was a sham trial and a mers
mockery of justice. We state facts as they
are, and let the public judge for themselves.

The statement of the negro was that Messrs.
Easton, Townsend and Lawyer W. H. J. Marr,
were the persons engaged in this diabolical
affair. Mr. Gibbs, oneof the witnesses against
Townsend, belicved the above persons were en-
gaged 1n it; but as a negro ]Ennws nothing in
this State, and Mr. Gibba could not positively

Y | swear to it, of course we don’t know; but we

have our opinion and =0 have the public. We
dor’t remember of ever having seen more in-
dignation manifest than was manifested on this
occasion, and the public mind is not satisfied
at the turn affairg have taken. Lynch law will
not do in Nauvoo, and those who engage in it
must expect to be visited by the wrath of an
inlignant people, not according to the rules of
Judge Lynch, but according to law and
equily.” " |

It was thought best to aequit Easton and
leave the cose to the cireuit court.

Francis M, Higbee and Chancy L. Higbee
were brought up before Esquire Wells for as-
saulting the police and acquitted.

Cbapey L. Higbee, a lawyer, was brought
before Daniel 1. Wells, Esq., on the charge of
using abusive language to, and insulting the

vy » While in the discharce of his
official duty. He was fined ten dollars.

Also Robert D). Foster, Esqg., was taken be-
fore Isaac Higbee, J. P., and fined ten dollars,

for a_breach of the ordinance pertaini
gambling, &c. i R

We are sorry to find that oyr lawyers and

magistrates shonid be taking the lead ‘among
Ea.ﬂ:tblerﬁ aud disorderly persons and be num-
ered among law breakers, rather than gup-
Eﬂ::mg virtue, Yaw, and the dignity of the
Tuesday, 2.—At ho
and kept wmy house thi

John P. Greene, marshal; Andrew Lvtle and
John Lytle, policemen, were arresta}& by a
warrant issued hy Robert D. Foster, on com-
plaint of Francis M. Higbee for false impris-
onment. As the case was going to trial, the
prisoners were taken by Johun D. Parker wiih
a writ of habeas corpus before the municipal
;:;u:l-t, and to-morrow at 1 p.m. was fixed for

Wednesday, 3.—At 1 p.m. presided i
special sessién of the muﬁicipallncnurf lwnit;
Aldermen William Marks. Newel K. Whitney,
Orson Spencer, George W, Harris. Gustavus
Hills, George A. Smith.and Samuel Bennett ag
asgociate justices. John P. Greene, Andrew
Lytle and John Lytle were brought up on ha-
beas corpus, having been taken from the officer
who held them on a writ issued by Robert D.

me, somewhat unwell,
s fine day.




