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I1 wrote the followingC
to the 1167honorable the senate and bousehouse of
representatives of thetho united states 0off
america in congress assembled
your a free bornbordi citizen of

these united states respectfully tb
that from his infancy his edulgdul has been filled
with the most intense and philanthropic inter-
est for the welfare of his native country and
being fired with an ardor which floods cannot
quench crowns cannot conquer nor diplomatic
intrigue corrupt to see those principles which
emanated from the bosoms of the fathers of
seventy six and which cost the noblest talents
and richest blood of the nation maintained in-
violate and perpetuated to future generations
and thetho proud aageagleeagielc of american freedom soar
triumphant over every party prejudice andland
local ministryeinisini stryatry and spread her gguidenguldenidenaden pinions
overoyler every member etof the human family who
shallishall astretch forth their hands for succor from
the lions paw or themie oppressorsoppressoroppressoreorblz grasp and
firmly trusting in the god of libellibei ty thatfilat hebe
ba asildesignedned universal peace and good will
union and brotherly love to all
of manmail your asks your honorable
body to passpasa the following11

ORDINANCE I1

n ordinance forfoy thathe protection of the citizens of
thefhe united states emigrating 0too the adjoining
territories and for thefhe extension of the prin-
ciples of universal liberty

PREAMBLE
Traereas many of the citizens of these

united states have migrated and are migrat-
ing to texas oregon and other lands contigu-
ous to this nation and whereas texas has de-
clared herself free and indeaindependent without
thetho necessarynecess apyaTy power to protect her rights and
liberties anand whereas oregon is without anyan
organized government and those who emigrate
thither are exposed to foreign invasion ardardd
doidoldomestic feuds and whereas the oregon by
gegeographical location and discovery more
rightfully belongs to thesethike united states than
to anyaay other general government and whereas
it isis necessary that the emigrants of that ilcricnewlyvly
settling territory should receive protection
aeiani whereas the government has pe-
titionedtitioned the united states to be received into
our union but yot retains her national exist-
ence and whereas the united states remem-
ber with gratitude the seasonable support they
received in a like situation from a lafayettela fayette
ardand whereas the united states desire ioto see
theapprinciples of her free institutions extended
to allali men especially where it can be done
without the loss of blood and treasure to the
nation cwiand whereas there iais an almost bound-
less extent of territory on the west and south
of these united states where exists little or
no organization of protective government and
whereas the landslends thus unknown or
unoccupied are among some of the richest and
most fertile of the continent

and whereas many of the inhabitants of the
union would gladly embrace tbthee opportunity of
extending their ieslesresearchesbarches and acquirementsacquire ments so
eoonpoon as they can receive protection in their en
terprize thereby adding strength durability
and wealth to the nationation and whereas the redrod
man the robber and the desperado have fre-
quently interrupted such research and acqui-
sition witaitholimiteitelt justifiable cause and
joseph smith has offered and does hereby offer
these united states to show bisbia loyalty to our
confederate uhlonunion and the constitution of our
republic 0too prevent quarrel and bloodshed on
ourmir frontiers to extend the arm of deliverance
to texas to protectproject the inhabitants of oregon
fromfroni foreign aggression and domestic broilsbro alsi
to0o prevent the crowned nations from encircling
ua as a nation on our western and southern
bordersbordiers and saveeave thetho eagles talon from the
lions still the tongue of slander and
show the world that a republic cancin be andaind not
be liny atefotifill

to open the vast regions of the
west and south to ourcur enlightened andad enter-
prising yeomanry to protectpiotplot libtiblit them in their re-
searches 0too secure them in their locations and
thus strengthen the government and enlarge
her borders to extend her influence to inspireirelrei

the nations with the spirit of freedom and win
them to her standard to promote intelligence
to cultivate and establish peace among all with
whom weyve may have intercourse as neighbors
to betttie all existing difficulties among those
not organized into an acknowledged govern-
ment bordering upon the united states and
territoriesTerri torice ri-

to save the national revenue in the nations
cofferscoffersFoffers to supersede the necessity cfef a stand-
ing army on our western and southern fron-
tiers to create and maintain the principles of
peace and suppress mobsmoba insurrections and
oppression in oregon and all lands bordering
sponupon the united states and

11

into any acknowledged national government
to explore the unexplored regions of our conti-
nent to open new fields for enterpriseenterprize to our
citizens and protect them thereintherell to search
oltout the antiquities of the land and thereby
promote tltletie arts and sciences and general in-
formation to amalgamse the beelinfeelings of all
with whom he may have intercourse onoa the
principlespt equity liberty justice humanity
aandnd benellbenevolenceblence 90to break down tyranny and oppression and
exalt the standard of universal peace providedprovidcd
he shall be protected in those rights andaud privi-
leges which constitutionallyco ansti aution allyaily belong to every
citizen of this republic therefore that the sai d

may have the privilege and thatno citizen of these united states shall obstruct
to obstruct or hinder goso good so

great BOso nobienobleno kleble an enterprise to carry out those
dlevieplansans and principles as set forthf rth inili thishi pream-
ble and be shielded from every opposition byevil and designing men

seqsea 1 by the ad HO tse
4

ofoj representsrepresentativesstives of the unitedtedled states ncr
inill congcampcampessteisreisess assembled thitthat joseph smith

of the city of nauvoo in the state ofor illinois
is hereby authorized andnd empowered to raise a
company of one hundred thouthousandsand armed vol-
unteersun teera in the united states and territories
at such times and places and in buchsuch numbers
as he shall find necessary and convenient forfor
the purposes specified in the foregoing pream-
ble and to execute the same

sec 2 and be ttit further ordained that if any
person or persons shall hinder or attempt to
hinder or molest the said joseph smith from
executing hlahia designs in raising said volunteers
andavid marching or transporting the same to the
borders of theahe united statesslates and territories
hefie or they so hinbinhinderingdering molestmolestingivyivr or offending
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars each for everyev erv offence or bbyy
hard labor on some public work not exceeding
two years5 ears or both at the discretion of the
nearest district court of the united states
wherewhere the hind cnancecrance or offenseoffence shallshailshantaebe com-
mitted babinchav me jurisdiction

sec 3 and be it further ordained the more
fully to remove all obstructions
to the raisinraising enlisting and marching the vol-

s
01ol

as aforesaid the said joseph smith I1is
hereby constituted a hemlier of the army of
these united states and isis authorized tto0 act
as such ililiiin the united states and territories
and on all lands bordering upon the united
states and territories for the purposes specified
in the foregoing preamble provided saidsand land
scalf not bebt within theibe acknowledged jurisdic-
tion of any aacknowledgedcitbowl edged natinationalonil govern-
ment

secsee 4 and be it fartherfurther ordained that noth-
ing in this ordinance shall be so construed by
any individual or nation as to consider the vol-
unteers aforesaid as constituting any part of
the army of the united states neither shall

thethe said joseph smith as a mambermember of the uni-
ted states army disturb the peace of any nation
or government acknowledged as suchstich break
the faithfalthfalfaiith of treaties between the united states
and another nation or violate allyany known law
of nations thereby endangering0 the peace of
the united states

sec 5 dad be ttit further ordained that the
balfsaidsaif josephYoseph smith shailshall confine his opeomeoperationsrations
to those principles of action specified inin the
preamble to this ordinance the perpetuity of
which shall be commensurate with the circum-
stances and specifications which have origi-
nated

0
it

and your will ever pray ac

JOSEPH SMITH
city of nauvoo illinois

march 26 1841
dr willard richards wrote to the saints3 at

Auaugustagustay lee county iowalowaa requesting a brief
history of the settlinggettling of that branch and also
asking a donadonidonationtiontron of lumber for hisbis house

in the afternoon abiathar B williams made
the folfoi lowin affidavit before daniel if wells
esq

state of illinois sshancock county
personally appearedappeared before me daniel H

wells acting justice of the peace iliin and for
the said county abiathar B williams who
being duly sworn accordingac to law depos
eth and saih that on or about the layday of
march AD 1844 joseph H jackson came to
mymv honsehouse and requested me to walk with him
which I1 did during the time we were walk-
ing said joseph if jackson said that he was
then coming direct flom mr laws hatthat there
was goinggoin to be a secretdeclee meetingmeet ilig inn the city of
nauvoo probably to morrow evening but as
it was not decided he could not gaysay positively
as to the time but he wouldwoula inform me intn sea-
son the said joseph 11 Jacicjacksonson said that
doctor fosterr chancey L higbee and the
laws were redrid hot for a conspiracy and he
should not be surprised if in two weeks there
should not be one of the smith family left alive
in nauvoo after we arrived at mr loomis
near the masonic hall anthin thee city of nauvoo
he related some things which he stated that dr
foster had said relative to his family this
hebehadiddid in the presence of mr eaton and my-
self and strongly solicited myself and mr
Eeatonbatonaton to attend the secret rnmeetingeting and join
them in their intentions the said joseph H
jackson furtherr said that chancey higbee hadbad
said that he the said chancey higbeeHi bee had seen
men tied hand and foot and run through the
heart with a sword and their heads taken ottoff
and then buried and he durstdarst not say a word
this the said jackson said in mr loomis
room and further this deponent saith not

A B WILLIAMS
sworn boand subscribed before me this

day of march AD 1844

L S I1 DANIEL 11 WELLS JP pa

also G eaton made affidavit as follows
tateosstate of illinois

hancockancockII county ss

personally appeared before me daniel H
wells an acting I1 usticejustice of the pacepeace inili and
for said county iftM G eaton who being duly
swarnsworn according to law and saith
that on or aaboutbout the fifteenth day of march
AD 1844 joseph 11 jackson came to amzm
several times and requested me to go on the
hill with him I1 finally consented and went
with him key stone store in the city
of nauvoo dr foster and oneore of the higilig
bees I1 think chancey L higbehigbee were in the
store the said joseph H jackson together
with the sardsaid RIL D posterfoster and said higbee
went into the back room of the store they
appeared to enteenter int private council soon

afterafter they went into the saiasaid room thebaibalsaidbaidsaid
josephp1 H jackson invited me into the room
wheree they were then sitting 1I immediately
complied

soon atterutter I1 wwenteneinelnin the Msaidgaid higbeahigbeeba colcoacom-
menced talking await the spiritual wife wvsystemstem
liehe saidsald he had no doubt but some of the Eeiderselders
badhad ten or twelve apiece he said they mar-
ried them whether the females were willing or
not and they did it by recording the marriage
in a large book which book wabwaa sealed up afierafter
the record waswaa made and was not to be opened
forafor a ionlonlongiong time probably not until many of
the husbands of those who were thus married
were dead they would then open the book
and break the seals in the presence of those
femalesmaleafe and when they saw their names re-
corded in that book they would believe that
the doctrine wasvas true and they must submit
he said this book was kept at amrfr hyrum
smithsSmith3 I1 asked the saldsaids a id chalicesCChalicey L hig-
bee

here follows some expressions too indecent
for ansinsertionartion

the aforesaid R diD foster then asked me
what I1 think ifit duningduring my absence from
home a carriage should drive my house
a isersonerson alight abatheandana the carriagecarriar then drive
againa in this person should thenn go into my house
and begin to tell my wife a great many things
against meto prejudiceice her inmindind against me
and use every possible means to do tthishis and
finally would introduce and preach tho spiritu-
al wife doctrine to her andarid make an attempt to
seduce her and further this person should sit
down to dinedino with my wife bless the victuals
ac and while they were thus engaged I1 should
come homehoine and find them thus associated this
person should rise up and say how do you do
and biessblesa me inain a very polite mannermanner ac and
alsoaiso if upon these appearances I1 should feel
jealous that something waswa 11 wrong and when
the person was gone I1 would ask my wife what
hadbad been the conversation between her andani this
person but she would refuse to tell me I1
then draw a pistol and present it to her leadhead
and threaten to shoot her if she did not tell
me all but she would still refuse I1 then
would give herheraa double barrelledbarrel led pistol and
say to her defend yourself for if you
tellteil me either you or I1 would shoot 2 sh
would then faint away through fear and exeexcite-
ment

ite
and when she came totol again abeshe

begin and tell you how this person hadbad
thyitryingng to poison your cifes mind againstL you
and by preaching the spspiritual wifee ssystemystem
her had endeavored to seduce her I1 replied
I1 should think he was a raceal but who
had such a trial as that the said R D fos-
ter answered that he was the man who

the said DCdr fosterposter higbee and joseph 11II
jackson then remarked that they were about
to holdhom a secret meeting to oppose andind try to
put a stop to buchsuch things the said joseph H
jacljacijacksonson also said that if any person undertook
to arrest him he should begin to cut them

theile said R D foster further saldsaid he was
afraid of his life and dare not be out nights

the said higbee said helie hadhall not a doubt but
there had been menman killed inin missouri who had
secrets that they were afraid they would di
bulgeulceii ilehe said he was afraid of his life

the said jackson further said that he should
not be surbursurprisedpOsed itif there should be a real muss
and an insurrection in the city inin less than
two months and that if a disturbance should
take place tho Cartcarthahagemans0 and others mouldbouldiouid
come and help them

heile mentioned some names of persons who
would lomecome from carthage which names I1 do
not remember the same day when in airmr
loomis room I1 heard the saldsaidsa i d jackson say
that the lawslaw s were ready to enter into a se-
cret conspiracy tooth and nalsbalg

the said higbee also said while at the ileykey
stone store that if ever he was brought before
the imayorsiialia 0 r court again and the mamayorY or told
him to yhholdhoid0 1 d his tontonguewaiewale that heye should get up
and tell him he had a lighttight to speak and should
do so and then if any man attempted to put
him out of court he would shootshoothimhim tthroughbrou b
and further this deponent saith not

M G EATONBATON
A divornsn orn to and subscribed before me

I1 LLSS this day of march AD 1844
J DANIEL H WELLS J P

this evening dr reynolds of iowa city
lectured on astronomy inin the assembly room

Thurthursdaybelay 2823 dull day drizzling ralarain coldbold
NE wind

transferred the trial of lanthusianthus rolfe to
aaron johnson J P

this afternoon bad the assembly room and
afiofficewicefice plastered where the same had been
knocked off ac

friday 29 nightkight boisterous about 8 am
hailhall storm NE vind nipping frost frost
hail and strong wind all day

spent the day at home
saturday 30 this morning I1 heard there

was blomesome disturbance on the hill rode up and
found it reported that a robberrobbery hadiali been com-
mittedin at the key stone store keptpt by mr
rollastonRol lasson of some 4 or aand sosomee goods
and they were suspicious of a certain black
man I1 issued a search warrant andans returned
to inmyY otofficeice where I1 found the blackmanblack man

chism with his back lacerated from his
shoulders to his hips with 20 or more lashes
my clerk dr richards kept him secreted and
calledculled aaron johnson a justice of the peace
who issued a warrant for a mis
soubounan who had boarded at my house a few
days and on testimony fined him S5 and costs
for whipping chism one easton a wit-
ness said he could not testify withoutAvit hout impli-
cating himshimselfelfandand he was apprehended and
heidheld in custody W H J marr esq refused
to testify because he was counsel

I1 got prepared a memorial to his excellency
john tyler the president of the united states
embodying I1inn it the samesarae sentiments as are inin
my petition to the senate and house of repre-
sentativessentatives of the united states dated
march 1844 askingaeki the prprivilegeiTile of raising

men to exextendintend prprotectiontionlon
Y

to persons
wishing to settle oregon and other portions of
thehe territory of theythelUnited Statestatessandand extend

protection to the people in texas
sabbath 31 cold fine day
at home this morning until ninenie when I1

went over to my reading room again beardibeardi eadcad
and signed my memorial totil Concongressgreiggreis for thetha
privilege ofot raising volunteers to protect
texas oregon ac dated dinst and aisoalso
a memorial to the president for the same pur
pose ifit the other fail

also signed an introductory letter to elder
orson nydehyde who is going to carry
rials to washington as follows I1

I1

city of nauvoo illinois
march 30 1844 S

to NNwhomhom it may concern we the rnmayormayon
and recorder city do certify tthatat
orson hyde esq the bearer a councilor
in the city council of said city is I1

our agent by thethem authorities of babaidsaidd cityit
I1

to transact such business as he may ddeemfitsleex
bedient and beneficial for thetho party whomI1 om hahe
repressrepresents and as suchsucha agentgenta andnd gentleman
0otv principlein cip le and character helie by us is recom-
mencedmenrecommended5 d to the due considconsiderationaeration of aallail11 thethi exx

officersrs of the govergoyergovernmentament gothbothboth houses
of0 coneConscongressress and gentlemenrentventlemen generally afof the
united states

in witnesss whereof we haqqhave her
corpo binjountot slatsiltsetsel our hands aandri d affixed thathe
ration 0beale I11 ofor said corporation at thetha
seaseal ttimelm 1 and place aforesaid i

1l

1 11 JOSEPH SMITH mayor
WILLARD RICHARDS recorder
about this time br alexander millsmilli abnen of

the policele informed me that chancey flighig
ibyby drew aft pistol oilon him the nightL before and
threatthreatenedengol to shoot him I1 I1instructed him to
mmakeak e complaintI1 ainalni t to esquire wells and have
him ampreapprehendedcome ended

I1
monday april I1 in thetha court room in thetha

mansion mr J easton was brought be-
ing accessory to whipping chism referred the
case to alderman wells oilon investigation it
appeared to the satisfaction of the court that
liehe had been on trial for the 8sameame offeoffenseoffencence before
robert D foster and

I1 extract from the neighborNeigh bon
after the court dismissed the case general

smith fearlessly stated that he beliebellebelievedved that
it was a plot on the part of those who were in

in getting up the previousiousions trialtriai to
thwart the ends of justice and screen the pris
oner from the condemnation he justly de-
serves mr fosterfoster then stated by way of an
apology that at the time behe issued the arrantwarrantv
behe did not know that the prisoner was under
an arrest or that there was any processprocasp out
against him
eiecieWP hope for the honor of such a man as

mr foster that his statement 1 is true mr
foster however called upon one of his jurorsmrsir carncam to corroborate what he hallhalihad said
butbue to our astonishment he replied that when
mr foster summoned himmin to appeappearedaradarand act
as a juryman that he informed what
case he was to act upon nor did behe learn until
be entered the office where he acted according
to the evidence given but believed then as well
as now that it was a sham trial and a mere
mockery of justice we 8tatestate facts aas they
are and let the public judgejudyet for themselves

thene statement of the negro
I1

was that Alessdiessrs
easton townsend and lawyer IV H J marr
were the persons engaged in this diabolical
affairaff air mr gibbs oneffone of the witnesses against
townsend beliballbelievedercol the abovelabove persons wewerere ellen

inili it but as a negro knows bothinnothing in
this state and mr gibbs could not positively
swear to it of coursocourse we dontdodt fadownov but we
haehave our opinion and so have the public we
dontdolt remember of ever having seen moremoire in

than was manifested on this
occasion aidand the Ppublicbublic mind iais not satisfied
at the turn affairs have taken lynch lawlawwillwill
not dodb injin nauvoo and those who engageed agd in it
must expect to be visvisitediteld by the wrath of an
lignanoin people not according to the rules of
judge lynch but according to law and
equity

it was thought best to acquit easton and
leave theth e case to the cincucircuit1 t cocourt11rt

francis 11 higbee and chancychaney L higbee
wererere brought up before esquire wellsfordwells for as-
saultingBaulsaul ting the police and acquitted

chancy L higbee a lawyer was brought
before daniel 11II wells esq on the chargecharie of
using abusive language to and insulting the
citycty marshal while in the discharge of his
official0 I1iallal duty ilehe was fined ten dollarsaillars I1

also robert D fosterposter esq was taken be-
fore isaac higbee J P and fined ten dollars
for a breach of the ordinance pertaining to
gambling ac

we are sorry to find that our lawyers and
magistrates should be taking the lead amonggamblers and disorderly persons and be num-
bered among lawlav brealbreakerserserb rather hanthanban sup-
porting virtue law and the dignity of thecity

tuesday 2 at homebome somewhat unwellelleli
and kept lllymy house this alifinene dayjohn P greene marshal andrew lytleLitle andjohn lytle policemen were arrested by a
warrant issueissued by robert D foster on com-plaint of francis AT higbee for false impris-onment As the case wasivas going to trial jhb
prisoners were taken by john D parkedParken witha writ of habeas corpus before the municipalcourt and tomorrowto morrow at I1 pm was fixed torfortrial

wednesday 3 at 1 pm presided in a
special sesslersession of0 thehet municipal court withaldermen william marks newel K whitneyWb itneyorson spencer gegeorgeorge IV harris gustavus
hills george A smith and samuel bennett13 ennett as
associate justices john P greene andrewlytle and john lytle were brought upzip on ha-beas corpus havinghaying been taken from the 0officerfalicerwho held them on a writ issued by robert D


