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it may be Interestingto somesame to know
few otof the many incidents preceding

that now oft told taletale leaving port
tampa one trip thither three long
I1lines of transports flanked on either
side by OUTour gallant ccyconvoyY making
twefire knemaines in all with our abers
ahead was indeed a pretty sight and
bow a shot fromfroan our reduced a

much to our relief and
how the warships bombarded Balquirl
and SlSiboiney before we could effect a

anch the troops on our ves
abetef thethe san marcos managed to ac-
complishcom on june after being con-
fined on that transport 16 days and
ilow atterafter landing through the surf
awaad just having time to get a bath and
mla abort rest firing was heard over the
has whither the firsthandFirfirststandand tenth cav-
alry and rough riders had gone to toin

ate matters farther in the in
terion our brigade was ordered to their

upVort and on our way thither meet
gsgitheI the wounded coming down and ataf

severainseve rail miles to hear that
itose spaniards had been driven lawnen

e temfela back a mile or two and occupied
A positiontion overlooking the valley in
alveral directions and how the lanian
caos with which that part otof the
country is infected worried our pickets
atheyfl tibey would rustle through the
foufatesties at night one man actually

one and after being re
seyed by the stanty first N Y

down the hill again and
1006 tIng a beautiful cocoanutcoco anut grovegrave for

en but finding it in some re
4upsetsd unsuitable selecting another
we the seaaea and after romain
bioc toin that place a day or two march

6 several miles nearer santiago our
gbfabalsj encampment before actual hos
awes took place
an00 the evening olf june we drew

93 days rationsratiions and were notified that
revaine on the morning would
be at 4 W clook which was

ttht on the morrow something would
on july we were ready to

tart on 0ourur rable march bright
SM earlyarfly fiyut were delayed somesame time
in order to allow about cubans

der gen garciaga to pass dirty
erfftrasheded and mostly barefooted also a

of 01our own troops and the for
albit delegations then our turn came
W balladebrigibalgadeade the first first division
V jl admy corps comprisingcom the sixth
aw sixteenth TTTUT S infantry and sesevv
cat r farat N Y volunteers under gen

marchedmajr ched a cuple of miles
A ill

1 rested in some fields on our left
which time there was some

glamuv artillery firing going on in the
of bl caney other

es our corps had moved to
attack aarts capture our balloon in
aft as on tibethe day previous
aking observations but on thisme oc

it was following our
too closely and prove
totio us as well as themselvestheon selves

babiah proved to be the case
JM beingabeln ordered to advance the ar
edw took the road to our right memeetingeiting

wounded cubans either on lit
too for wailwalkingkingg returningreturnipg from the

aard newspaper correspondents by

aft owe hurrying to the rrfoontonit

in21 taft difficult tooto understand the geo
il aty of the country going
it for the first time and being
a unit in the great fighting

but mymay pocket compass told
we were getting nearer santiago

pursuing devious waya af
tf a short time stat some water
va onion curbur left we proceeded nearer

nemy shortly to hear the sharp
deafening crack of a shell from

v 0of ourlow own sunsguns which passed
er our heads the first

ing19 us that we were in foror

it and which was responded to quick-
ly by the enemy the balloon in the
meantmeantimelAie making observationsrations only a
few feet from the ground and still fol-
lowing our movements so00 closely
seemed to apprise the enemy of our lo-
cation and greatly precipitate matters
we were immediately ordered to take
off our blanketblanketrollsrolls and haversackshaversacks
withwi th our three days rations place
each company kits in separate piles
and in most cases a man was left in
charge of them our dressss and equip-
ments thus reduced consisted of blue
pants shoes and leggings blue shirt
opened in front and sleeves rolled to
elbows and campaign heithalt our arms
and equipments comprised rifle and
bayonet and rounds of ammunition
and our indispensable canteen of water
weighing in all about 35 pounds one
hundred rounds of ammunition weigh-
ing about 11 pounds and rifle about
9 pounds besides canteen of water
in that manner we hurried onward un-
der a burning sun a man occasionally
dropping out by the wyway wounded or
worse still killed pressing forward
we finally arrive at that deadly creek
about which so much hashaa been written

where our men dropped by scores in
all directions and not a spaniard in
eightbight one wounded man fell in the
creek in deep water only to be immedi-
ately rescued by some brave fellowwe hurried across the river whilstwaist deep
and sought shelter the
ing banks afforded for a few seconds
in order to get a breathing spellapell then
dashed through the dense chaparalachaparal in-
fested with spanish sharpshooters who
were doing all the damage as we af-terwards fterwards learned andaad found a large
open field with grass waist high
flanked by roads and barbwirebarb wire fences
and to the right of which from ourposition stood the much coveted san
julanjuan hillbill surmounted by well ordered
entrenchments and a blockhouse
which had formally nomo doubt been a
farm house how to cut those fencesand dash across that field nearly a
half a mile under a deadly fire and laisais
bend a hill I1 should judge at least
feet high and almost perpendicular
was the coupeecoup de grace there was thenecessary delay the deadly barbwirebarb wirecreated which caused a little tempor-ary confusion officers shoutingtIng ordershere and there some regiments werewelewel e
prepared for such an emergency withnippers I1 understand the remainderusing their bayonets which made apoor substitute then a wild dash buthow field waswaa crossed and thesummitsu of that hill reached ae
fles description A situation likethat would makemahe many a manwith weaker nervous constitution quail
while men ot probablybly more phlegmaticitictetotemperament while po the in-telligencetelligence to understand andd realize thedeadly character of the undertaking
would blindly press forward with theoneoine object in view two men dropped
dead on that field without a wound bindat least one actually lost Mshis reason
temporally I1 hope many dropped be-
hind tn some cases whole companiesI1 do not say this disparagingly only
those who have been placed in such aposition particularly for the first timecan properly realize what it means endand
precedent furnishes us with mamaymany simi-
lar situations our good lieutenant in
command proved himself the coolest
and most capcapableaible man of any

the regiments instinctively deployed
in skirmish line no definite formatformationlarn
companies and regiments somewhat
mixed up but still pressing forward
and with a wald rush and hurrah
reached the foot ofat that impregnablepregnableimi
hill they commenced to ascend
or should I1 say scale then toeve

spaniards to use a homely ppin all
commenced to ollimb the top was
reached with cheeringcheer ng theyhey

were pursued a shortabort distancecadman over the
hillbunhill but the men being greatly exhaust
ed and the objective point being gained
fell back to the satesafe side otat the hillbill
for reforming and restreat but when tine
roll was called many were milssing
they evidently did not expect us so
soon ther was a huge kettle otoc
mush all hot preppreparedaxed for thedr dinner

a few stone bottles of wine and ci-
gars in the blockhouse and some equip-
ments had the spaniards been bet-
ter prepared or fed it seems should
have swept the entire field and antani

everything but they
been charged for at least three years
previouspTevious

here tobo settle a slonkyn about which
I1 have heard so muchhuoh which
colors were first raised on seensan juanjuam
I1 can positively declare that the six-
teenth U S infantry conors were the
first and only colors there for some
time although many gallant regimentsregimeata
were there simultaneously with the six-
teenth and share the honors equally
with them notably the twenty fourth
U S infantry whose brave conduct
was second to none on the field and
contributed largely to winning the day
also the sixth and thirteenth TJ S
infantry and a portion otof the seventy
first N Y volunteers

although I1 mentioned the
ings of the manner in which theme
was executed across that field they
fully vindicated themselves by the

manner in which the object waswaa
gained the end jujustifying the means
one bad feature was the over
enthusiasm in which the
skirmish lines woulddonad continue to atre
to the extreme danger a the men toib
frontfront the same thing occuroccurringTing in the
trenches afterwards men would shoot

shoot long after ceaceaseese farine
biad sounded shut them off
not ELa thing in sighteight anywhere re-
cruits I1 fervently hope

the spaniardsards fought well and
proved themselves excellent shots asa
result showed we found manykany dew
in their trenches and scattered TIOUroundIld
the browto row of the hill one very sorrowson aw
ful incident was the killing of lieu
orde of the sixth intinfantry a brave
and gallant young officer well liked by
all who came in contact with himbimbyby
a wounded spaniard whom he was en
deavoring to save 4

the blockhouse was subsequently oc-
cupied by general headquarters and
from which place all
between the two armies took placeethethe
twenty fourth infantry being selected
for the post of honor of
the samebame

now our interests became more
closely identified with our own regi-
ments and brigadesbrigade over which I1 will
endeavor to passpasa as briefly as possible

that evening we passed up a
in selselectingselecteatIng a more suitable position
and entrenching ourselves for the
morrow and there rested some time
during which one peculiar and grueetue
some incident occurred many of iftu
had noticed a stray dead soldier lying
by the roadside so to speak here we
rested the men tired and worn out
flung themselves down all around the
dead body and when the first sergeant
of the company in whose vicinity toehe
lay requiring a detail to go back for
hardtack and bacon he gave the body
a vigorous shake with the rest al-
though himself had previously noticed
him lying there that night found
many of us digging entrenchments andaad
the following morning found us pretty
well situated in our new position par
ing opened up promptly at daybreak
and those of us who had been in the
trenches during the night rested and
sought shelter behind the trenches
which proved to be a very exposed po-
sition but in order to show how in


