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three men who were badly hurt, and
another man who was struggling to
zet him oot loose., He was self-pos-
sessed and told me he was not in-
jured otherwise. He could not free
himself and I was compelled to stand
helplessly by and see him consumed
by the flames. The flve that were res-
cund were the only ones who could
have possibly escaped from the car.
It was crowded with men women and
children. I should say that fully thirty
adulta were cramated there Inside from
the children.”

Conductor William Hawthorne of the
fll-tated train does not place the loss of
lite at s0 many as is generally sup-
posed.On checking np his  tlckets as
nearly o8 he can tell, eight were kliled
in the coaches.

LETTERS FROM ASIA MINOR.

The following communicatlons, writ-
ten by a native convert to the Gospel,

from a province in Asia Minor, are
particularly interestlng. They were
tranzslated for publication in the

“News" by Elder ¥. F. Hintze of Holl-

day, In thls county, who labored as a

migeionary In Turkey some years ago:
Zara, State of Livas, Asia Minor,

July 17th, 1897.
To Mr. F. F. Hintze:

My dear Brother in Christ, and all
the Saints over there! '

With great joy I obtained your let-
ter this week which I had been hope-
fully and wlishfully expecting.  Al-
though the three tracts you had sent,
mentioned in your letter, have arrived
here as I teld you in my former letter
dated May 13th (this letter has not
arrived) they are satill held securely by
the postoffice officials and they will
not glve them to me, owing to enemies
lying to the government and acting
hypocrite to me, who say to the gov-
ernment that I am by my letters to
America, Alepo and other places, com-
munleating hurtful political [(nforma-
tion; therefore they are determined to
open and examine all letters and pack-
ages nddressed to me.

When they opened the tracts they
did neot find any temporal or politlical
affairs but all was spiritnal, and of
courge, they algo understood they are
epiritual But for the purpose of
torturing and afflicting me, or to re-
ceive hribes, they =said: "It seems to
us that they are harmful writings,
hence we will send vou to the gover-
nor with yecur letters. and you must
take your punishment according to
the decision which they render.”

1 anewered them and said, "Bring
tham forth. If there be any political
information in them I am ready to be
furnished with a gond will. We have
no temporal {civil) or political rela-
tiong with any peopla and all our welt-
ings are of the word of God, and the
tracty are entirely spiritual. But iIf
vou migsunderstandingly give the
xpiritunl words temporal translations
meaning something else you wlll re-
mnin sinners., I am ready. Do as you
like with me for the sake of the word
of God,”” 'When I used this style of
language they gald: “If it i8 so, let us
sound the letters only; If thay find
them harmiful you must go later on "

8o they sent them without showing
theni to me, and up to the present time
they have sent no Informattonn. Ac-
cordlng to my Idea they cotild find
nothing wrong, therefore they have
thrown them into a corner and they
are lost and the officials bave said
nothing about the matter. In the same
way oy letters have alro fatled to
reach You, but now I am happy that
rou have proposed to write again to
find ¢t whit wap the matter.

Neverthelcss you write-and I dan't
answar apparently—and T am walting
and my eyes are turned toward Zion
for a little sweet news, I then won-

der, shall [ ever again obtaln yours
and our heloved Prophet's writings
and good exhortation® any more; or
are you vexed at me and will write no
nmore?

Excuse me,it is needless to again
mention that they necver as much as
showed me. When I asked who had
tigned the letters they would only re-
Ely: Thev are from America. But now
I comprehend they are from You and
our beloved Prophet. This Alled me
with great joy for now J understand
that you do not forget even a poor
brother but will remember and con-
sole him,

My beloved, if it Is good in  your
sight, for Christ's sake console again
your fellow laborer and give my best
respects to our beloved FProphet and
Aposties, and T ask you to advise me
as you feel directed.

Now, dear brother, we sent our
brother Hagob Gagosian to you and I
hope that you will recelve him with
pleasure. Indeed, you know that he
left his home two years ago and by
faith took hls jouney to Zion. Beling
very poor he labored and traveled,
but last week I received a letter from
him dated London, June 26, in which
he =sald: "How blessed, for in eleven
days my eyes shall see Zjon. This
ends my Journey to Zion, and with
tears of Joy In my eves I say to you,
‘Goodby, and pray God to grant you
also to Bee 1t.° "

When I read thls, I could not read
more for tears and for the joy of Zion
which is In my heart. My dear
brethren, truly he 18 lucky; his eyes
will see the promised land. the congre-
gation of the Baints and the holy
Temple. He will be happy in meeting
with you and all the Saints, and Ilive
there in liberty. And not only he, but
blessed are all those who come to Zion
in faith. At least all of you who live
there are in easy circumstances, hav-
ing the blesslngs of the living Godq,
though +we have consolations of the
Lord, and through your advices to us
and through the Goapel which has
been sent to us in these latter days,
we have llberty and merecy in Christ
through His Holy Spirit which dwells
in us. Yet any plant growing on the
mountalns, cannot grow as high nor

give a8 good and well flavored fruit
as those which are planted in the
garden, because the latter has a

special gardener who waters and tllis
in due season. But what can I do?
The former has not only no one to till
and water it, but stripped by wlid
beasts and men, its branches often
break down: and sometimes they are
destroyed entirely.

But this faith is always with us
that: He who commenced a good
work among us wili, of course, finish
it And we hope that the Lord will
ere long mather us to Zlon when we
shall succeed to see vou and be happy
with you. Nevertheless, the suffer-
ings which we undergo purify us
and we posgess the experience lest we
also are consumed on the journey for
our unhbellef as were the children of
Israel who had the promise. * * * *

Give my best regards to Brother
Stauffer and ask him to write and
mention his address, And I ask you
also to answer me speedily. . You
know all about us, you have heard
and seen wlth your eyes. May God
deliver us from RBabylon because our
patience iz nearly exhausted. Come,
0 l.ord, come wobn' OQur propertles
and our honor even are not ours; we
are mocked and persecuted as captives
We have more tribulationg which 1
cannot state here,

Your brother and fellow.laborer iIn
Chrlst and In the Gospel,

NIBHAN SHERINIAN,

Foliowing is a letter addressed to
RBrother Iwvon Abraham, received at
the same time;

My Dear Brother Levon Abraham!

Though we do not know one another,
vet we are of the same spirit and of
the same country, and we must be dilf-
gent and love one another. You per-
celve by the love of the Lord whiech
is In your goul that you have a specja]
duty to labhor as much as you can for
the beneflt and salvation of your fel-
low citizens. You know all of our
tribulations and afflictions before we
mention them gnd you can relate them
to the brethren and stir them up for
our dellverance. Reing of one spirit
they partake of our sufferings; stli]
you can cause them to do all for us by
vour petitions and prayers. and by the
grace of the Lord. Do not forget your
promtise, ag the butler of Pharaoh for-
got Joseph after his release from pri-
ROT. It is true that if you forzet us
we shall get out of the prison anyhow,
as dlid Joseph. Yet the more you deo
the more you will be blessed and com-
mended In the future as our deliverer.
May the Lord be with you and make
you fatthful and honest. Amen.

I am troubled with an affictlon,
dwelling as# I do among flerce wolves
for nothlng save to . feed this little
floeck. Yet were I to seek nothing but
my own peace, each day would be as
long as a year, for I long for Zion. O
when will the time come when I may
gie(}’mn. saying good bye, as Hagab

I conslder thlg always that it Is bet-
ter for my wife and children for me
to come to Zion, but for my brethren
and sisters it iz gond that I stay here,
I do not know which. I shall soon have
to choose, hence with pravers I deliver
myself unto the wlill of God.

We are all well In the Lord. GQGive
my regarda to Brothers Hintze and
Staufer and their families, and all the
Saints. I say the mercy of the Lord
be with us all. Amen,

Your brother and co-laborer in Christ
and In the Gospel,

NIEHAM SHERINIAN.

SNOWFLAKE STAKE CONFERENCE.

The¢ regular quarterly conference of
Snowfake ¥thite was held under a
howerv at Woodruff, Navajo county,
Arizona, on the 29th and 30th of Au-
gust, 1RS7. President Jesge N. Smith
iind Counsgelor L. H. Hatch of the
Stake presidency were present; also
most of the Blshops and High Coun-
cilors, and a very good rvpresentation
of Salnts from the various wards. The
weathar waz beautiful andvery pleas-
snt. Good health and spirits prevailed
througnout all the meetings, and the
speakers all spoke with that earnest-
ne<s nnd rower that ghould carry con-
vietion to the heart of every listener.
Besides the rerular day meetings there
was a Priesthood meeting held in the
evening of the 29th, at which some of
the more important huslness matters
were nttended to, Arrangements were
alro made for sawme of onur returned
missionaries to cortinue their labgrs
among the towns of non-Mermons fn
this sectlon of our territory.

‘The general and local authorities of
the Church wer2 unanimously 8us-
tained by vote of the conference, The
rcports from all the wards were en-
couranging: as showing an Improvement
both apiritually and temporally.

Raspectfully
L. M. BAVAGE.
Clerk of Conference.

Perry Pennington. who resldes
about slx mlles north of Eugene. Or.,
and who owns a hopyard in that viein-
fty, met with a serfous accldent recent-
1y. He was getting down some hop
boxes from a loft, when he fell and the
box came down also and struck him on
the right side, breaking a rib and fore-
ing a splinter from it Into his right
lung. It is a serious injury.




