available, to build and put in operation
the twenty-five miles of road as speci-
fied in the franchise, it is dificult to
see what the crazy outfit is driving at,
unless it expects (o tie ap the water
front of the ¢ity, or as much of it as
possible in litigation. Carl-on’s un-
matchable audasity in laying claim in
his prospectus to “‘eleven and one-
half miles of exclusive water front
franchies,’ and his fnrther statement
that “‘all railroads eniering San Diego
will have to pay it—the Lns Angeles,
8an Dicgo and Yuma Mailroad Com-
pany —tribate,'” can best be appre-
ciated in the light of the following ex-
tract fromn Section 2591 of the Act of
March 18, 1889 establishing a Board of
State Harbor Commissioners lor the
Bay of San Diego:

“*The vight to construct. maintain  and
operate railways on said bulkheagd, em
Jbankment, or seawall, sbhnall 1nvest ahso-
lutely in raid Board .nf Harbor Commia-
ajoners,te be opersted by them with their
own shpines, and at sauch charges ag they
may sce fit to make, bui they shall give all
railroads terminaring at the Buy of San
Dlego equal facilities Tor bringing abip and
car together;, and ne long aa Lhey have no
engines of their nwn, they may hire such
engines, or tompnrarily a low rallroad or
other companies to move their cara with
other suitable engines.”

_—

AN IMPORTANT NATIONAL GATH-
ERING.

ON TiIs date, April lst, at Wash-
ington, D. C.; an important gather-
ing was to convene and be contin-
ued three consecutive duys. Itisin
the pature of ‘a National Confer-
ence of the Principles of Civil
Goverurnent,” to be held under the
auspices of the Nationaul Reform
Association.

The call was signed Ly His
Honor, Wm. Btrong, late of the
Bupreme Courtof the United States;
Joseph Cook, the Rev, Fraucis E.
Clark, D, D., Fresident of the
United Bocieties of Christian En-
deavor; the Hon. Williams Windom,
Becretary of the Treasury; Gen.
Clinton B. Fisk; the Rev. Wilbar
F. Crafts; Bishop Andrews, of the
M. E. Chureh, and many others.

If the following. which is em-
braced in the announcement, had
been expressed and puhlished by
“Mormon”’ Elders, It would uu-
doubtedly have been depvunced as
treasonnble, aod as indieating a
disloyal at.t::mpt to produce the
domination of the Church over the
Btate and an amalgamation of the
two branches:

‘Among the prinelples which this
association holds to be fundamental in
olvil government arc these: Nations
and governmeiits are acceuntable to
Almizhty God and are bound by the
moral law; the Lord Jesus Christ is
the actual Governor of nations, and
His will, revealed in] the Holp Scrip-
tures, is the suprems rule to decide
moral %uesuons tn politleal life. These

rinciples we hold to have been woven,

istorically, in the very fibrejof Amaer-
loan institutions, Qar stability and
our progress have been due to Lhe
power they have oxeriad in our na-
tional life, All the evils which have
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daparture from them. All cur hopes
for our future depend npon them. Our
gravest pril lies in the fact that these
pringiplos are ignored by large num-

bers of our citizens, and denied by |

many others. The duty of the hour
is 10 emphasize and uphold them, and
to inculea'e them upon the fast in-
creasing millions of our population.’”

Amoung thesubjects it is proposed
to treat are the Sabbath Question,
or the Nation’s Relation to the Day
of Rest; the Questivn of Marriage
and Divorce, or the Duty of the
Natioi to the Family; the Tempet-
ance Quesbtion, or the Right Atti-
tude of the Law Toward the Traffic
in Juotoxiennts; the Indian, the
Chinese and the-Negro Problems;
the School Quustivn, or the Charae-
ter of the Education to be furnished
by the State to its Youthful Citi-
zens; the relativon uf the nation to
foreign and wealker nations as af-
fected by ourcommerce aund by the
character of the representatives
whom we send,

Those who call the conference
thus tell & striking truth constantly
and conspicuouely exeruplified:

YUnderlying all these practical is-
aues Is a deeper and more radical con-
troversy provoked by those who deny
that civil government Bustzina any
relations to God or tn Chrigt or to the
Moral Law; who deny that our laws
and institations should bear at any
point the Impress of the Christian re-
ligion; and who are siriving constant-
iy and of deliberte purpose to obliter-
ate every Christian featire of Ameri-
can institations and to divoree ourl
government from all connection with
religion."

It isintended to embody the views
of the confererce in resolutions and
in that shape give them wile pub-
lipity.

——

TARIFF STATISTICS.

WE willingly give place todny Lo
a commuunieation from the gentle-
men who appeared as the champions
of free trade in the debate upon that
subject helu in this city a few even-
ings ago. Lt is not our intention to
enter into n tariff controversy, but
we will venture o few brief obrerva-
tions relative to some of the state-
ments and figures presented by the
gentlemen.

They show that the increase iu
the value of tarms in the United
Btates from 1850 to 1860, a decade of
low tariff, was 103} per cent per
unnum, while from 1860 to 1880, a
period of high tariff, it was only 23
per cent per annum, But this per-
centage applies to a sum more than
double that which the 104 per cent
does, The object of these figures
ati] comparisons is to sustaln the
theory that o low tariff had the ef-
fect to enhanee the aggregnte value

afflicted us have been’traceable to our | of American farms. But unfortunate-

ly for this theory,the gentlemen give
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fgures which destroy it. They
show thut the incresse In the value
of farms between 1850 and 1860 was
$3,374,000,000, or 10¢ per cent per
annum, and use these figures in an
immediate vonnection which pro-
duces a comparigon favorable to
their position; but further on they
discJose the fact that in the next
deca.le, viz., from 1860 to 1870, under
a war tariff, and during a period
which enmbraced the relwllion and
feconstruction of the Southern
States, the increase was $2,617,758,-
854, or more than three-fourths what
it was during the previous decade
of peacs and prosperity. During
the next decade, however (1870 to
1880), though the tariff conditions
remained much the same, the rate of
increase in the value of farms was
enormously reduced, being less than
one-third what it was from 1860 to
1870.

Now if the 1ate of incresse iu the
value of farms is governed by the
tariff, while the tariff remains sub-
stantinlly the same, that rate of in-
crease will not materially fluctuate,
In other words, the rame cause will
contioue to produce the same effect.
But we see in ope decade of high
tariff an increase in farm values
three times as great as that which
occurs during the next deeade of a
similar tariff. This proves to a
demonstration that the tariff does
not govern the rule of inorease in
farm values.

Take the three decades from 1850
to 1880 and we shall find many ele-
ments which affected the aggregate
value of American farme. The pros-
perity of the first decade invited
heavy foreign immigration, and im-
pelled native inhabitants to spread
over new territory, und thus the
area of American farms was
enormousty augmented; and the
greater the area the greater
the value. A person unskilled in
the intriencies of the tarifl’ can ac-
count for the inerense in the value
of American farms far nlore easily
by considering the increase in their
total aren, than Ly fguring on ex.
portsand imports. [t was betwesn
1850 and 1880 thust a great portion of
several Btates was transformed from
a wilderness to cultivated fields.
Kupsas, lowa,Oregon, Nebraska and
portions of the South, are suggested
in this connection.

From 1860 to 1870 the rate of in-
creast io the value of faros was cur.
tailed by the suspension of forelgn
Immigration during the war, by the
ruin and dJevastation cousequent
ujon the war, and by the fact that



