THE DESERET WEEEKLY.
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of the Lord. All who have a stand-
ing among the Baints, and especially
parenta, will do well to bear this in
mind, for it conveys a lesson of Im-
portance. In this dispensation the
Almigbhty bas by direct revelation
oalled the atiention of the Buints to the
special obligation resting upon them
to teach tbeir children toe uu-
derstand the doctnne eof faith in
Christ, repsntance, and of baptlem and
the gilt ot ‘he Holy Ghoel by the lay-
ing ou of haudswhen eight years old.
Little cbiidren are to be ipstructea to
teuet in the Liord Jesue for their salva-
tion; to foreake apnd avold evil, and iv
unJderstand that at the age of eight
years they are entitled to and shuuly
receive the ordinances which give
them membeérship in the Uburob.

This feature of & chilu’s education
Is & responsibiiify that oanoot be
evaded by parents witLout bringiug
goouemontion. ‘The Lord sends His
gervants to a.) nations to preach the
everiasting Gospel—ihe obly meaus v
salvation ju the kingzdom o! beaven—
and they are admoniasbhed to ‘‘search
diligentiy and spare not,’’ that their
garme s may be clean of the hlood o:
this geueration; the Saluts are com-
mabded (0 ‘‘every one warn bi-
peigbbor.?? that Do ein of omission
mny Ge lald at their door. The Jaw
being thus particular with respect to
the world, bow can parente In Irras!
ustify themeselves tor failure to train
theirown flesb and blood in the fear
and admonition é¢f the Lord; for neg-
lectiug to instruct their own offsprioy,
over whom they bave entire coutrol, ic
the prineiples that are essential to
salvation? The Lord hasdeclared that
when the parenial duly in tbhis regard
ju Dot performed, the ein is *‘upon

the head of Lhe parents.?? I
through omission to briug the
firet prineipies of the Qospel

to the attention of thelr children, par-
ents are the cause of their oftspriug
taking the downward rosd, what judg-
menl must be passed upon tbhem by a
juet Judge?

The word of the Lord to the Baints
is tbat “*their children sbail be baptizeua
for the remission of their sine when
elght years old, and receive the laying
onof the bauds,?’ It i a8 necessary
for & child wbo has reached the age or
elght years to be ‘‘boro of the water
and of tbe Bpirit’? ae it ie ror a person
who has attained maturity. And it
parents do not see that thelr chiliren
are properly instructed aud that the
oruinauces are adminlstered when the
waYy is open therefor, they bLecurne the
means ol keeping their offspring out-
sldethe Cburch; they are barriers lo
the progress ot the cbildren in the

ath ot life eternal,.and are standing
in the way of their admisslon 1o the
ginguom .f beaven instead of doing
their duty by leading them In at the
door.

Sime people urge that they would
rather leave their children till tbey
grow old enough to judge for them-
gelves of the truth and power of the
Gospet. Duubtievss there are some peo-
ple who preter to distbey rather than
obey the commands »f the Lerd; but
the fact of their preerence iu that
particular line does byt make the wrong
anytbing but wrong. These esame
pesple woula probably ihink it a very
toolisb tbhing to refraln from givine
thelr coildren the benefit of parental

care ard experience in temporai mat
tere; and so It would be—less unwise
only than to neglect to give them
proper care and guidance in tbings
that relate to their spiritual and eter-
nal welfare.

Chbildren of membera of the Churob
bave the right to receive these Gospel
crdinances. But what right bas a per-
sou who professes to be n Bainot to de-
prive, intentionally or by carelessnese,
4 cbild of the precious boon of divine
cleansing from sin or of the priceles
gift that 1s conferred by the laying cn
of the bhande at thetime of confirma-
tion in the Church? None whatever;
and those who Jo so commit a erievous
error. Childreu at eight years become
accountable before the Lord for their
actions; they are ol jects of aessulit by
the adversary, and unlees protected
are liable to be led into tempration.
What would we tbink of persons who
deliberntely leit poisonous foud withiu
thereach of thiese who kuew uotbing
of its i1 jurions nature? They would
be regarded as deserving of smevere
punishment for thus endangering life.
Then what must be sald of those who
imperil both body and soul of the com-
paratively heiplesa ones entrusted (o
their care, by lesving them in the
hondage of sip and exposing tbem to
the Influer ce- of evil, without even an
apportunity to ottain that apiritual
nourisbment that is essential to their
protection and developmen\?

It may be that there are few, if in-
deed thereare any, amoog the Balpts
who ars respousible, by mnpexlect to
bave the proper ordinances attended to
at the proper time, for thelr ohildren
not being bumbered in the folu of
Christ, Bat 1t ia a situation againat
which every parent should be warnped
by being instructed thoroughly in the
Guspel requiremeits, The principle of
the proper and oecessary traiolng of
children cannot be too deeply and
forcibly lmpreesed upon the minds of
the Saiuts. 1t is the duty of the
Teacher to ‘‘mee that there isn o iri-
quity in the Church,” and there jaa
meunwure of inigulty if a ehlld s
sitned against so lbat by wilful neg-
leet it is exciuded from the sacred
rights associated with membership in
tbe Church. It is the duty also of
otber 1ustructors to warn against thie
evil. And there pribably are no
parents entitled to fellowship with
the Balnts, who, when they realize
their obligation to ihelr children in
tbies respect, would desire to Co other-
wisethan rolluw theexample of Father
Abrabam in directing bis bousebeld
in “the way of the Liord.”?

SHEEP OR STOCK AT LARGE.

A ocorrespondent propounds these
three guestions, and asks that they be
npswered tbrough the columns of the
Newa:

1—If there were no benefits to be
derived trom sbeep or stook, shounld they
not be declared & nuisapce running at
Inrge?

2—TJa it right and juat for the owners of
animale'to turn rbem loose lu or vround
our fields?

3—Should they not be rcquired to
fenoe their own land if they wish to turn
their animals oat? Xd

1—Nol necvsearily; msny rnimuls,
buman as well as other breeds, lbat

|

are runnlug  at large are of
no benefit to anybody, und yet they
may scaroely bLe declared a nuisance,
as that term fs usualiy understood;
there are natural and inherent rights
of lifeand Jiberty which even a worm
may not be deprived of without good
caunse, Ifour correspondent gousiders
it flippant to apswer bim in thie way,
we pball bave to rejoin tbai his ques-
tion je not & fajr one, There are bene-
fite, many and great, incalculable and
indiapeneatile, to be derlved from sheep
and elock.

2—I1 {scertainly nof rlgbht for the
owners of animals to turn them loose
in another man’s fleld witbont bis
consent and to Lis Injury. To lurn
th ¢em looee ‘‘around? another man’s
fleld may not in the abstruct be called
wrongful. We cannot see, for instacce,
thut there ja anything very wrong in
such proceeding if he apa others llke
bim who may cbject toltare notig-
jured. Sheep and stock must live and
‘meove soreewhere; and under the best
of circumetances they are st times
bound to be locse nearly or remotely
“‘around?’ somebod y’s field.

3—As to whetber sheep and &tock-
owners shruld be required to fence
tbeir land Lo keep their nnimals in, or
farmers shonld be required te fenoe
their Aelds to keep the anfinels out,

we prefer (o exprese Do absolute
opinion, beécause oircumsinnces and
conuitfone differ greatly and a

rule that might be right apnd whole- °
some In oue loeatity would perbaps be
ataurd and irjuricue in another. We-
know very well which would bethe
eag'er of the two plans, if that were
the only gquestion to be considered.
But ease is not alwaye jusiice, nor ie
difficulty alwaye a sign of evil. In
thick|y-setiled sectione, the many who
own snd cultivate land should be pro-
tected agatnet asheep and stock running
atlarge. I[n sparsely-settlied regions,
where there ate only two or three
tarin-owners in perhaps 8 whole coun-
ty of grazing lapd, it would be ridicu-
lous to compel the owners of flocks and
herda lo fence in the lands on which
tbeiranimale browsed.

Each community seems to have the
puwer to regulate this matter to the
eatisfaction of the majority and ln ac-
cordance . with ite ewn nutlon of right
and propriety. [If it basn’t, we are in
favor of euch power belng conterred.
Fustber than that we are bardly will-
ing to go. We cannot through a newe-
paj er article decide off-hand the gues-
tlon at which our correspondent seema
io be aiming, and we shall not try.

NO BACKWARD STEPS.

There I8 spuct s thing a« liherality In.
expen 'iture belng resl economy, and
excessl ve eponumy smonoting to actual
extravagauce. A bhappy wedium ex-
ista and can be found by those who
wring thought aud judyment to the
solution of the gquestion, Retrench.-
ment, where the reduction of expecrses
will pot impair the «ffciency of the
service apu retard necessary ifr prove.
menis, abould be the walobword, now
that times are bard and money sCArce,
with thoee who udisburse public fuuds
as well as with those who bhaveonly
personal concerns to ccnotrol. But
prrmimony to the eitent of burtful

relrogresslon should be as carsfully



