
THE DESERET WEEKLY
planted and the grass gets big
enough for their poniesmeg to live on
they gather together in bands and
dance feast gamble etc the rest
of the season

they are catholics in name but
are ignorant of what the catholics
believe they have no one with
them to teach them anything
when they gather at the agency
once in three months the priests
talk to them in latin it is very
seldom anything is said to them in
a languagelanguaje they can understand
we do not consider that their being
nominal catholics is necessarily a
bar to doing a good work among
them they are much bolder to
meet and try to talk with the white
man than the full bloods among
the cherokees in fact they would
sometimes call to us half a mile
away and come running to ask
what we wanted where we were
going where we came from etc
when they talk a word of
english but had to do all by signs
As before stated they are very badly
scattered the most thinly settled
portion of the cherokee country is18

no comparison
As ever your brother in the gos-
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IN WEST VIRGINIA

though peace and prosperity gen-
erally prevail in the west virginia
conference and the elders here arean
usually the recipients of the kind-
ness and hospitality for which the
southern people are justly noted
yet we are not entirely free from
those scenes of lawlessness which
have disgraced too many of the
states of our great union A few
months ago two of the elders visited
the county seat of one of the
counties in which they were
laboring while at a store
there purchasing some articles a
man entered and rerequested them to
go with him to another store where
he said a disputedespute was going on
about the I1 mormonscormonsMor mons or utah and
he wanted the brethren to decide it
after a short delay the elders pro-
ceeded to the place indicated but in-
stead of having a problem to solve
they found themselves surrounded
by a mob of armed men onene of
the number told the elderoaldei they
must leave the town the elders
inquired

on what grounds do you make
your demand we have not dis-
turbed the peace of this commilecommunity 3

nor in any way infringedri
I1 aged uuponwen tthee

laws of the town or state we are
american citizens and are entitled
to the protection of all good men un-
til we break the law and then we
are amenable to the law

we dont believe in your doc-
trine was the reply

what is our doctrine asked
the elders

this somewhat checked the
for mormonismMonnon ism had not

yet been expounded in that locality
all they knew of it was what they
had gleaned from the lying accounts
with which the country is flooded

we dont know anything about
your doedoctrinetriDe stammered the
leaie of the gang and we dont

want to know anything only you
men must leave

this is the case with nearly all
those who oppose mormonismsiu I1

like the mob who rushed with
pauls companions into the theatre
the cemoremore part know not what
they are howling about it is
probablebable that not a man in the mobprobabletroknewnew just why he wanted the
elders to leave one of them
would occasionally draw out
a large butchers knife and
slip his thumb along the edge as if
testing the keenness of the blade
he would leer upon the brethren
like a veritable shylockshy lock thirsting
for blood finding it useless to
waste words with such unreasonable
people the elders walked leisurely
away to seek a more congenial
spot

A few weeks after this incident
the following paragraph appeared in
the newspaper published in the
town where it occurred

several mormon elders are we
understand holding services in the
school house in fayette county if
the people of this state possessed the

grit and backbone that the citizens
of thisthia place do mormon elders would
make themselves scarce ann this coun
try several weeks ago two of these
edders were notified by parties resid-
ing here that if they did not absent
themselves in ten minutes they would
leave wearing aL coat of tar and feathersatherare
further warning was not necessary

this presents a mournful specta-
cle

eacta
in our beloved land of religiouslous

toleration and liberty an armed
mob in broad caylldaylightlit drive from
the town two men atomwhom they were
compelled to acknowledge and whwho0
had conducted themselves as gen-
tlemen A newspaper the duty of
which should be to defend the con-
stitutionution and uphold justice and lib-
erty takes sides with a mob en-
couragescourages lawlessness and applauds
the actions of men who if the law
were to take its course would serve
a term in the penitentiary

the same paper also published an
account headed mormonism 99

from which the following extracts
are taken

we print below by request of the
members of the clear creek literary
society a copy of an article adopted by
said society which is mighty interest-
ing reading

for several months past the mor-
mon elders having been among us
disseminating their false doctrines
and teaching and well knowing the
danger of their errors and practices to
society and our people we the
members of the clear creek literary
society present the elders with the
fol lowingfollowing indictment and request them
to leave our districtyonvon have disseminated false doc-
trines our people
you have

among
held them as exileexiles iiiin iia

western land you have treated them
as slaves of a bonded faith you have
squandered their property reduced
them to want and required of them
tithes and high taxes you
have compelled infants to kill their
own mothers because they aftemattemptedvouted
to escape from your territory you
keep constantly on the road spies and
detectives to prevent your dis
people armfrom leaving and exposing
your rimescrimesc 11

the people at home will smile at

such nonsense as this and it willwib
seem to them impossible for anyady
sanesalle person to entertain belief inW
such stuff for a single moment
yet there are people here who
while exhibiting more than ordi-
nary intelligence on other matterymattel
say they believe these statement
and spread them abroad as facts

the article from which the
above extracts are taken was sent to
the elders by the socalled literaryLice
society

asaAs a result of the publication ofoiy

these falsehoods and numerousnume rouB

other untrue statements ciraulacirculatedcircula
by our enemies frequently from
pulpits by christianChriatian ministersministertsteM
mobs have been organized in tbtho
neighborhood of fayette chuili
ty on the evening of feb
auary the elders laboring
that county were warned that a
mob had prepared to call for thethelo
that night after dark the brethren
left the house at which they WOMw
staying and went through tbtw
woods to a strangers residentresresidentideno
where they were kindly entertained
in keeping with the warning
mob visited the place the eldero
left and searched it but in vainw
the elders were at that time 0
bering peacefully several didieo

away the robbers posted up the
following notice I1 wei a hereby
fy the thormonmormontM ormon preachers that oboy

must leave raleigh county withinwww
oftwenty four hours from the date 01
to

this notice or wee will hang theas s

a tree given under our hands this
the night of february

VIGIL COMMITTEE

P S we further notice you tagehg

youvou must not stop within the state
of W va

the brethren continuecoatinue to attend
to their labors hahavrong MY waro
friends and some earnest invest
tors in fayette county

shortly after this whilewhile the brewrw
ren were at the house of a
they saw a band of men with

tap1ened faces advancing stealthily i

the hill toward the househouise
the house the elders went downdowna
hill on the opposite side presto

having again esescapedcalrex
mob they proceeded to anoandule v
bality where they are nowaperfoperformingmUng their duties

bears sway in the di at
named hopes are entertained
reareason80 n aanancl common ssenseerise drw endJ j
supplant the religious hatredX

bitterness of feeling that now P
vail

other portions of the conforereoTB

fireare enjoying quietness at prp
the eldersare raising their WOMwarn
voices and extending theirth air asb no
to districts where the glad ti
of great joy have not pisbeen heard some are accodaccept
the truth but straight laIs tagit
and narrow is the way that eai
unto life and few there be that
it 5 londer

though persecution andan wa
j

are now and again mtmet with in
0id

of discouraging the ccfishersBehers QA
I1 hunters whom god has sent
they tend to cheer findand S
the elders they know that 10I1 same things followed their 1PI 0l
master and the ancient sasaint
will be met by all who will- m


