BYO

planted nnd the grase gets biy
enouizh for their ponies to live on

they gather together in ande an

danee, feast, gamble, etc., the rest
of the season.

They are Catholies in name, hut
are ignorant of what the Catholics
believe. They have no one with
them to teach them nanything.
When they gnather at the agency
once in three montha the priests
talk to them in Latin. [t is very
seldom anything is said to them in
a langunge they can understand.
We do not consider that their being
nominal Catholics ia pecessarily a
ar to doing n good work among
them. They are much helder to
mest and try to taik with the white
man than the {ull bloods amon
the Cherokees. In fact they wou]g
sometimes call to ua half a mile
awvay and come running to ask
what we wanted, where we were
gouing, where wo came from, ete.,
when they couldn’t talk a word of
English hut had to do all by signs.
Ans before stated,they nre very badly
seattered. The most thinly settled
portion of the Cherokee country is
no comparison, ‘

Ap ever, your Brother in the Gos-
pel, J.J. HiLL.

-

IN WEST VIRGINIA.

Though peace and prosperity gen-
erally prevail in the West Virginin
conference, nnd the Elders here are
usually the recipients of the kind-
ness nnd hospitality for which the
Bouthern people are justly noted,
yet we are not entircly (ree from
those scenes of Ilnwlessness which
have disgraced too many of the
Btates of our great Union. A fow
months ago twoof the Elders visited

the county seat of one of the
counties in which they were
Inhoring. Whils at a store

there purchasing some articles n
man entered and requested them to
ﬁﬂ with himn to another store where,

e sail, a dispute was going on
about the **Mormons,”” or Utah, and
he wanted the brethren to decide it,
After o ahort delny the Elders pro-
ceeded to the place Indicated, but In-
stead of having n prublem to solve,
they found themselves surrounde
by n mob ofarmed men. ne of
the number told the Lldeis they
must leave the town. The Elders
inguirad:

#“On what grounds do you make
your dermand? We have pot dis-
turbed the peace of thiscommunity,
nor in nny way infringed upon the
Inwa of the town or State. ¢ nre
American citizens, and are entitled
to the protection of al} good men un-
til we break the law; and then we
are amenable to the faw.»

“‘We don’t buslieve in your doe-
trine,”* was the reply.

“What in our doctrine??? asked
the Elders.

This somuewhat checked the mob-
ocrat, for ‘“Mormonism™ had not
yet been expounded in that locality.
All they kpuw of It was what they
had gleaned from the lyinogaceounts
with which the country Ia {looded.

“We don’t know anything alout
your doctring,” stammercd the
les Jer of the pang, “and we don’t|

THE DESERET WEERKLY.

want to koow anything; only you
men must leave!??

This ia the case with nearly all
those who oppose ‘“Mormonjam.”?
Like the mob who rushed with
Paul’s companions into the thentre,
the *more part’? know not what
they are howling about. It ia
probable that not A man in the mob
knew just why he wanted the

Klders to leave. Ome of themn
would  occasionally draw  out
a large butcher’a knite and

slip hia thumh nlong the edge. as if
testing the keenness of the blade.
He would leer upoen the brethren
like a veritable Bhylock thimsting
for blood. Finding it useless to
wasate worda with such unreasonable
people, the Elders walked loisurely
awny, to scek n more eongenial
spat.

A few weeka after this incident
the following parngraph appeared in
the newspaper publish in the
town where it oceurred:

4Spveral Mormon Elders are, we
noderstand, holding mervices in the
school house in Fayeite county. If
the people of this State posssssed the
torit and backbone’ that the citizens
of this Elace do. Mormonp Elders would
make themselves scarce {in this conn
try. Several weeks ago two of these
Elders were nolified by partios resid-
ing hero that {f they did not absent
themasslves In ten minutes they wonld
leave wearing a eont of tar and feathars.
Forther warning waa not necessary."

This presents a mournful specta-
¢le in our beloved land of religlous
toleration and liberty. An armed

mob, in broad daylight, drive from |

the town two men whom they were
compelied to acknowledge, and who
had conducted themselves as gen-

tlemnen. A newspaper, the duty of |

| you must not atop within the

such nonsense ns this, and it will
seem to them impossible for noy
sane person to untertain belief in
such stufl’ for n aingle momen
Yet there nre people here who
while exhibiting more than ord®
nary intelligence on other matter®;
say they believe these gtatements,
and spread them abroad as facts.
The “article’” from which t®
above extruets nro taken was senb
the Eiders by the socalled ¢ Lidera’d
Bociety.” . f
Asaq result of the publication ©
these falsehoods nnd pumero!$
uther untrue statements eircult
hy our enemies, frequently from
pulpits hy Christinn (?) miniaters,
mote have been orgnnized in the
neighborhood of Fayette Coul-
ty. On the evening of Feb-
runry 27th, the Elders laboring i
that” county were warned that 8
mob had prepared to eall for them
that night. After dark the hrethre?
left the house at which they wer
stayiug, and went through
woods to n atranger’s residenct
where they were kindly enterfainé:
In keepiug with the warmn%‘;s
mob vigited the plnee the Liders bA
left nod senrched it, but in vaf-
The Elders were ot that. time slum”
buering cefully  severnl 1
away. The mobbers posted up the
following notlce: *“We hereby potl*
fy the ‘Mormon’ preachera that they
must lenve Ralefgh County \\'lt'h“}
twenty-four hours from the date go
thia notice, or we will hang themt ©
o tree, &cl,ven under our hands thi
the night of February 27th,
VigiL ComMITTEE: t
- notice you
P. 8. We further notice y State
of W. Va.”

The brethren tinue to attend

which should be to defend the Con- | to their labors, haVfhg many waral

stitution and upheld justice and lit-
eity, takes aldes with & mob, eu-
courages lawleasness, nnd a piauds
the actions of men who, if the law
were to take its course, would serve
a term in the penitentiary.

The same paper algo published an
account headed "l\formoniam,”
from whigh the following extracts
are taken:

“We print below, by requeat of the
members of the Clear Creek Literary
Soclety. 1 eopy of an article adopted by
said Society, whileh ir mighty interest-
luF reading. . . .

For severa! months past the Mor-
mon Elders having been among ua
disreminating their false doctrines
and teaching, and well knowing the
dangesr of their errors and practices to
society and our paogle. we, the
members of the Clear {reek Literary
Society, present the Elders with the
following Indictment and request them
to l-ave our disgiriet.

“Yon have disseminated false doc-
trines among our people. . . . .
Yeu have held them as exiles in n
Western land. Yon have treated them
a8 slavoes of a bonded faith. You have
squandered their property, reduced
them to want and required of them
tithes aud high taxes. . . . You
have compeélled infants to kill their
own mothera hecauso they attompied
to escape from yonr torritory. ou
keep constantly on the road spies and
detectives to prevent your dissatified
poople from leaving and exposing
your erimen.?’

The people at home will amile at

fricnds and some earnest investig®
tors in Fayotte Countﬁ. th-
8hortly after this, while the bre
ren were at the house of a frie0X
they saw a band of men with blac
oned faces ndvancing steaithily Ub
the hill toward the house. Leavi 2
the houss the Elders went down o
hill on the opposite side presto P7

tiegimo! Having again escd e*l.t‘ll::
moh they proceeded to ano heileﬂ
u

cality, where they are now ¢
performing their Jutles, Thoufy
mobocracy bearsawny in thedismnb
named, hopes are entertained ot
reason nnd common BENse will bn(l
supplnnt the religious hatred
bitterness of feeling that now P
vail. 13
Other portions of the Confef""';L
are enjoying quietness at pr ing
The Flders are raising their warn -
voices and extending their ialﬂl'isn
to distriets where the “glad tid
of great joy?? have not previolimg
been heard. Some are acctPr,
the truth, out “straight s the (’f:th
and narrow is the way that ]e?ﬂnd
unto life, and few there be tho
it.”?

Though persecution nod 8
are now auﬁgain met with, It
of discournging the “ﬂehefst
hunters’” whom God has sengﬂw“
they tend to chuer and sbrengl oo
the Tlders. They know t.hﬂtDWwe
game things followed theit I;s,““d
Mnster and the aneient SpintG; jiog
will be met by all who W 1

fan del
xsht‘ﬂd
ant
ol by



