
the people received the saints with
gladness and gave them employment
and paid them in corn pork and beef
the wages were low but sufficient to
supply the more pressing wants of the
people from time to time joseph
smith forwarded money from kirtlandkirtlandto bishop to supply the memostst
needy the mob in jackson co sesentut
committees to stir up the feelings of the
people of clay against the saints for
some time their oft repeated efforts to
do so were unsuccessful parties of the
mob would come over from jackson and
seize our brethren and inflict violence
upon them the industry of our people
sooneoon enabled them to make some pur-
chases of land and then their numbers
were increased by arrivals from the
east the mob of jackson co contin-
ued their endeavors to stir up dissatis-
faction among the people of clay co
against the saints at length the citi-
zens of clay co held a public meeting
and requested the mormonscormonsMormons to seek
another home when the saints located
in the new county of caldwell which
contained only seven families who were
bee hunters As the county was mostly
prairie their business was not very pro-
fitablefi and they gladly embraced the
opportunity of selling their claims

caldwell co being nearly destitute of
timber was reregardedgardea by the people of
upper missouri as worthless every
saint that could raise fifty dollars en-
tered forty acres of land and there were
few but what could do that much while
many entered large tracts the saints
migrated from the east and settled
caldwell in great numbers

in three years they had built mills
shops school meeting and dwelling
houses and opened and fenced hundreds
of farms our industry and temper-
ance rendered our settlements the most
prosperous of any in missouri while
ttheyey eembracedbraced all of caldwell most of
davisavis and large portions of clintonrayay y carrolcarrel and livinlivingstonlivinstonston counties
when the storm of was
again arousearouseddandand aided by the govern-
or of the state lilburn W boggs who
issued the order expelling all thehe latter day saints from the state under
penalty of extermination this caused
the loss of hundreds of lives through
violence and suffering houses were
plundered women were violated men
wereere whipped and a great variety of
crueltiescruelties inflicted and a lossloss of property
amounting to millions was sustained
while any one that would renounce his
religion was permitted to remain

joseph andhyhyrumrum smith alexander
mcrae lyman wight and others were
for several months thrust into prison
and in one instance while there were
fed on human flesh and tantalized with
the inquiry how they liked mormon
beef it being the flesh oforsomesome of their
murdered brethren

the lord softened the hearts of thatthe
people of quincy illinois andand whilehilehiie i

the hundreds of saints were fleeing overver
the snow clad prairies of missouriMissourinotnot
Irnienowing where to go the people ofaneyI1 iverewere holding public meetings
raising subscriptions and adopting inae

to give the fugitives employment
and succor for which our hearts over-
flow with gratitude

As soon as the saints were all expell-
ed from missouri joseph smith went
to washington and laid the grievances
of the people before the president and
congress of the united states mr
van buren said your cause is just but
we can do nothing floufor you ll11 mr clay
when appealed to said we had better
go to oregon mr calhoun informed
mr smith it would involve the ques-
tion of state rights and was a dangerous
question and it would not do to agitate
it mr cass as chairman of the senate
committee to which the petition was
referred reported that congress had no
business with it

elder john P green went eastcast and
published an appeal in behalf of the
saints holding public meetings in cin-
cinnati and newnenwe w york and received
ssome small contributions for the assist-
ance of the most needy

As soon as joseph smith escaped from
missouri to illinois he purchased lands
at a place known as commerce in han-
cock county and commenced the sur-
vey of a city which he called nauvoo
the word being derived from the he-
brew meaning beauty and rest alt-
hough the situation was handsome it
was famed for being unhealthy there
were but few inhabitants in the
ty but many graves in the burying
ground and much of the subsequent
sickness was the result of exposure and
the want of suitable means of nursing
the sick the swamps in the vicinity
of nauvoo were soon drained and the
lands around puputt under cultivation
numenumerousrous dwellings and several mills
were erected and thrift and prosperity

the invariable results of indusindustry and
sobriety were manifest

demands were made from missouri
for the persons of joseph and hyrum
smith joseph was arrested and tried
at monmouth before judge stephen A
douglas and honorably discharged
his principal attorney in this case was
the gohonn 0 H browning now U S
secretary of the interior this suit
cost him upwards of three thousand dol-
lars he was soon again arrested on a
demand from missouri and discharged
by judge pope of the U S district
court this time it cost him 10
not long after this second acquittal he
was againagain arrested in lee county illi-
nois and an attempt made in the face
of the state authorities to kidnap him
into missouri nauvoo sent out
men and rescued him he was after-
wards discharged by the municipal
court of that place and thomas fordgovernor of illinois sanctioned his dis-
charge

in 1844 joseph and hyrum were ar-
rested on a charge of treason under
eledgepledge of the executive that they should
haveave a fair trial but they were mur-
dered by men with blackened faces
merchants and men that we had sus-
tained in business and apostates took a
leading part in bringing this about
EXPENSES ATTENDANT UPON THE AR-

RESTSarrestsOF JOSEPH SMITH
joseph smith the prophet was sub-

jected during his short ministerial ca-
reer of fifteen years to about fifty vexa-
tious law suits the principal expense
was incurred in liquidating lawyers
billsbillbillslandsandand the brethrens time and expen-
dituredittie in attending courts to defend the
prophet from mob violence

magistrates court expenses were gen-
erally one hundred dollars the pro-
phet paid generals doniphan abdatand at
chison for legal services at richmondriehmondelchEichmond
mo in 1838 9 sixteen thousand dollars
but this amount was fruitlessly expend-
ed as the benefits of the law were not
accorded to him because of the pre-
dominance and overruling power of a
mob

at the prophets trial in monmouth
illiii in 1841 before judge douglass tuthe
lawyers fees and expenses amounted to
three thousand dollars

his next trial was before judge pope
U S district coart in 1842 3 the ex-
penses of which may be reasonably es-
timated at twelve thousand dollarscyrus walker charged for
defending josephsoseph in nishis political ai-
rest

ar-
rest or the attempt at kidnapping him
at dixon illlii in 1843 there were four
other lawyers employed for the defence
besides walker the expenses of the
defence in this trial were enormous in-
volving the amounts incurred by the
horse companies who went in pursuit
to aid joseph and the trip of the steam-
erermmaidmaldid of iowa from nauvoo to ot
awa aaudamaydumdy be fairly elicliclimateemated at one

1

khundre thousand dollars
when the mantle of joseph smith

fell upon brigham young the enemies
of god and his kingdom sought to in-
augurate a similar career for president
young but he took his revolver from
his pocket at the public stand in nau-
voo and declared that upon the first at-
tempt of an officer to read a writ to him
in a state watthat had violated its plighted
faith in thopthOlmurdermurden of the prophet and
patriarch while under arrest he should
serve the contents of this writ holding
his loaded revolver in his hand first to
this the vast congregation assembled
said affenanten he was never arrested
APPEAL TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE

STATES

in 1845 the storm of ragingragin9
around oswe sent an appeal to the pre-
sident of the united states and to the
governor of every state in the union
except Missouriof which the following
addressed to gov drew of arkansas
is a copy to the governors he being
the only one from whom an answer was
received

to his excellency
THOMAS S drewgovernor of arkansasansas
NAUVOO ILL may 18451840

honorable sir suffer us sir in behalf
ofa disfranchisedfranchiseddis and lonionionglong afflicted people
to prefer a few suggestionsuggestionsiforfor your serious
consideration in hope of a friendly and un-
equivocal response at as early a period as
may suit your convenience and the ex-
treme urgency of the case seems to de-
mand

it is not our present design to detail the
multiplied and aggravated wrongs that we
have received in the midst of a nation that
fagaveve us birth some of us havohave long been
loyaloya1 citizens of the state over whichwha you
have the honor to preside while others
claim citizenship in each of the states of
this great confederacy we say we are a
disfranchisedfranchiseddis people we are privatelyprivately
told by the hihighest0 liest authorities of tthisis state

that it is neither prudent nor safe for us to
vote at the polls still we have continued to
maintain our right to vote until the blood
of our best men has been shed both in
missouri and the state of illinois with im-
punityyou are doubtless somewhat familiar
with the history of our extermination from
the state of missouri wherein scores of our
brethren were massacred hundreds died
through want and sickness occasioned by
their unparalleled sufferings some millions
ofour property were confiscated ordestroy-
ed and some fifteen thousand souls fled for
their lives to the then hospitable and peace-
ful shores of illinois and that the state of
illinois granted to us a liberal charter for
the term of perpetual succession and under
its provisions private rights have be-
come invested and the largest city inin the
state has grown up numbering aaboutbout

inhabitants
but sir the startling attitude recently as-

sumed by the state of illinois forbids us to
think that her designs are any less vindic-
tive than those ofmissouri she has already
used the military of the state with the
executive at their headbead to coerce and sur-
render up our best men to unparalleled
murder and that too under the most sacred
pledges of protection and safety As a
salvo for such unearthly perfidy and guilt
she told us through her highest executive
office that the laws should bobe magnified
and ilellethe murderers brought to justice but
the blood of her innocent victims had not
been wholly wiped from the floor of the
awful arena where the citizens of a sover-
eign state pounced upon two defencelessfencelessde
servants of god our prophet and our patri-
arch before the senate otof that state rescued
one of thetho indicted actors in that mournful
tragedy from the sheriffofhancock coun-
ty and gave him an honorable seat in her
hall of legislation and all others who
were indicted by the grand jury of han-
cock county for the murders of generals
joseph and hyrum smith are suffered to
roam at largelargo watching for further prey

to crown the climax of those bloody
deeds the state has repealed all those
chartered rights by which we might
have defended oarourourselvesselveseives against aggres-
sors if we defend ourselves hereafter
against violence whether it comes under
the shadow of lawfaw or otherwise for we
have reason to expect it both ways we shall
then be charged with treason and suffer
the penalty and if we continue passive and
nonresistantnon resistant we must certainly expect to
perish for our enemies have sworn it

and here sir permit us to state thatgen joseph smith during this short life
was arraigned at the bar of his country
about fifty times charged with criminal
offenses but was acquitted every time by
his voucountry or rather his religious oppon-
ents almostonvanjavanably being lilsilin1I judges
and we further testify that as a people we
are law abiding peaceable and without
crimes and we chichallenge the world to prove
the contrary and whilewhilo other less cities
1in illinois have had special courts instituted
to try their criminals we have been
of every source of arraigning marauders
and murderers who are prowling around to
destroy us except the common magistracy

withwit these facts before you sir will you
write to us without dalaydelaylay as a etherfather and
friefriendmd and advise us hat to do we are
mamanyy of us citizens fyour state and all
members of the samp great confederacyeraeerac
our fathers nay some of us have fougfoughti
and bled for our country and we love her
constitution dearlydearis

in the name of israels god andana byvirtue
of multiplied ties of country and kindred
we ask your friendly interposition in our
favor will it be to much to ask you to
convene a special session of your state
legislature and furnish us an asylum
where we can enjoy our rights ofconscience
and religionrelialonion unmolested or will you in a
8specialITcialclai message to that body when eondenconven-
ed recommend a remonstrance against
such unhallowed acts of ojoppression and ex-
patriationpatriation as this people have continued to
receive from the states of missouri and
illinois or wil you favor us by your per-
sonal influence and by your official rankor will you express your views concern-
ing what is called the great western meas-
ure of colonizing the latter day saints inoregon the northwesternnorth western territory or
some location remote from the states
where the hand of oppression shall not
crush every nollenoble principle and extin-
guish every patriotic feelingfeell

and now honored sir having reached
out our imploring hands lo10to youdithyoyou withuNith deep
solemnity we would importune with you
as a father a friend a patriot and states-
man by the constitution of american liber-
ty by the blobioblooddd of our fathers who have
fought for the independence of this republic
bybv the blood of the martmartyrsrs which has been
shed in our midst by tythe1 wailingsfailingswailings of the
widows and orphans by our murdered
fathers and mothers brothers and sisters
wives and children by the dread of imme-
diate

mine
destruction from secret combinations

now forming for our overthrow and by
every endearing tietio that binds men to men
andrenders life bearable and that too for
ought we know for the last time tthatthab you
will lend your immediate aid to quequell the
violence of and exert youryou in-
fluence to establish us as a people in our
civil and religious rights where we now
arearc or in some part of the united states or
at some place remote where we
may colocoiocolonizenize inin peaceD and safety as soon as
circumstances will permit

we sincerely hope that your future
prompt measures towards us will be dic-
tated oyby the best feelings that dwell in tthehe

bosom of humanityhumam and the blessings of a
grateful peopleeopletomecome ananaand of many ready to per-
ish come upon you

we are sir1 with great respectyourur obedient servants
brigham young chairman
WWRrichardsichards F
orson spencer
orson pratt committee
IV W phelps
A W babbit

jhom Bembebbernhiselhisel
in behalf of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints at nauvoo illiii
PS As manymapy of our communications

postmarkeded aanat nauvoonauvoo havohave failed of their
destination and the mails around us have
been intercepted by our enemies we shall
send this to some distant office by the hand
of a special messenger

the following reply was received
from governor drew

EXECUTIVE OFFICEoprice little rock arkmay 1845
hon brigham young president of the

committee of twelve of christs church
of latter day saints at nauvoo illHI

sir your letter of the anit has been
received and claims my earnest attention
I1 must acknowledge my inability to serve
your people by calling an extra session of
the general assembly of this state for the
object contemplated and although I1 do
not know that prejudice against your tenets
in arkansas would weigh aught against the
action of that body in refusing to furnish
within our borders an asylum from the
oppression of which you so sorely com-
plain yet I1 am sure the representatives of
the people would long hesitate to extend to
any class of citizens exclusive privileges
however innocent their motives aims
objects or actions might appear when the
prospects of collision from causes of which
in your case I1 know nothing appear goso
evident from the two very recent manifes-
tations presented in the states of missouri
and illinois I1 have no doubt illinois
prompted by the kindest of sympathies for
yetowyour ppeopleeople in the late struggle and over-
throw they encountered in missouri ex-
tended a liberal helping hand but to repent
her supposed folly could arkansas after
witnessing the same scene re enacted in
illinois calculate on anythingZ short of a
like catastrophe

I1 am not sufficiently informed of the
course taken against you by the authorities
of the state of illinois in the difficulties
detailed ayourin yourcommunication to justify a
recommendation from me to the legislature
to remonstrate against the acts of illinois
the detailed statement of facts afforded me
by your communication being of an ex
parte character but were I1 regularly in
formed of all the facts from both parties
and felt able to form a correct opinion as to
the austice 0of the course pursued hythebytheby thestate of illinois yet I1 am of opinion that
this state would notot have nor would I1 haveas its chief executive ofofficerlicer the right to
interfere in the least with the internal con-
cerns or police of the state of illinois or ofany other neighboring state where its
operations do not distract or inin any way
affect the good order of the citizens of thestate of arkansas there are instances
but they are are where the interposition
of one state tontoo arrest the progressproAress of vio-
lence in another would bobe ata allaft admissible
such for instance as where thothe public au-
thoritiesties of the state affected are palpably
incompetent to quell an insurrection within
her limits and the violence is likely to
extend its ravages and bad influence to suchneighboring state or where a proper call
has been made for succor

norwor caucan I1 afford to exercise my official
rank as chief Eexecutive of this state inbehalf of a faction in a neighbouringneighbour ing state
and I1 humbly conceive that my personal
influence would add nothing to your cause
unless it should prove to be a just one inwhich event public opinion will afford you
support of a character more lasting in theeye of an enlightened public than wiser
and greater men than your humble servant

than official rank or force backed by
power it is truotrue that while prejudice may
have the ascendancy over tho minds of theneighboring community yoyourur peoplepeolie may
be exposed more or less to loss of life anddestruction of property ItherI1 thereforeeforo heartily
agree with youyon in the proposed plan ofemigration to the oregon territory ortoor to
california the north of texas or to ne-
braska therebycherebv placing your community
beyond the reach of contention until at
least you shall have had time and oppor-
tunity to test the practicability of your
system and to develop itsite contemplated
superior advantages in ameliorating the
condition of the human race and adding to
the blessings of civil and religious liberty
that such a community constituted as
yours with the mass of prejudice which
surrounds and obstructs its progress at
this time cannot prosper in that or any of
the neighboring states appears very evi-
dent from thethi signal failures upon two
occasions under auspices at least as favor-
able as you could reasonably expect from
anany of the states

myy personal sympathies are strong for
the oppressed though my official station
can know nothing but what is sanctionedby the strictest justice and that circum-
scribed to the limited jurisdiction of my
own state and while I1 deplore as a man
and a philanthropist your distressed ssitua-
tion I1 would refer you to the emphatic
and patriarchal proposition of abraham to
lot and whilst I1 allude to the eloquent
paraphrase of one of virginias


