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the people received the Saints with
gladness and gave them employment,
and paid them in corn, pork and beef.
The wages were low, but sufficient to
sapply the more pressing wants of the
geo le. From time to time Joseph

mith forwarded money from Kirtland
to Bishop Patridge to supply the most
uneedy. The mob in Jackson Co. sent
eommittees to stir up the feelings of the
people of Clay against the Saints. For
some time their oft repeated efforts to
do so were unsuccessful. Parties of the
mob would come over from Jackson and
seize our brethren and inflict violence
upon them. The industry of our people
soon enabled them to make some pur-
chases of land and then their numbers
were increased by arrivals from the

east. The mob of Jackson Co. contin-
ued their endeavors to stir up dissatis-
faction among the people of Clay Co.

against the Saints. At length the citi-
zens of Clay Co. held a public meetin
and requested the ‘‘Mormons’’ to see
another home, when the Saints located
in the new county of Caldwell which
contained only seven families,who were
bee hunters. Asthe county was mostly
prairie their business was not very pro-
fitable, and they gladly embraced the
opportunity of sgelling their claims.

_Caldwell Co. being nearly destitute of
timber, was regarded by the people of
upper Missouri as worthless., Every
Saint that could raise fifty dollars en-
tered forty acres of land, and there were
few but what could do that much, while
many entered large tracts. The Saints
migrated from the east and settled
(aldwell in great numbers.

In three years they had built mills,
shops, school, meefing and dwelling
houses and opened and fenced hundreds
of farms. Our industry
ance rendered our gettlements the most
prosperous of any in Missouri, while
they embraced all of Caldwell, most of
Davis, and large
Ray, Carrol and Livingston counties,
when the storm of mobocracy was
again arousedand aided by the Govern-
or of the State, Lilburn W. Bo

and temper- |

ortions of Clinton, |

the invariable results of industry and
sobriety, were manifest,

Demands were made from Missouri
for the persons of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith. Joseph was arrested and tried
at Monmouth, before Judge Stephen A.
Douglas, and honorably discharged.
His principal attorney in this case was
the Hon. O. H. Browning, now U, 8.
SBecretary of the Interior. This suit
cost him upwards of three thousand dol-
lars. He was soon again arrested on a
demand from Missouri, and discharged
by Judge Pope, of the U, 8, District
Court. This time it cost him $12,000.
Not long after this second muittai he
was again arrested in Lee county, Illi-
nois, and an attempt made in the face
of the State authorities to kidnap him
into Missouri. Nauveo sent out 8300
men and rescued him. He was after-
wards discharged by the Municipal
Court of that place, and Thomas Ford,
Governor of Illinois sanctioned his dis-
charge.

In 1844 Joseph and Hyrum were ar-
rested on a charge of treason, under
gledge of the executive that they should

ave a fair trial, but they were mur-
dered by 150 men with blackened faces:
merchants and men that we had sus-
tained in business and apostates took a
leading part in bringing this about.

EXPENSES ATTENDANT UPON THE AR-
RESTS OF JOSEPH SMITH.

Joseph Smith, the Prophet, was sub-
Jected during his short ministerial ca-
reer of fifteen years to about fifty vexa-
tious law suits. The principal expense
was incurred in liquidating lawyers’
bills,and the brethren’s time and expen-
diture in attending courts to defend the
Prophet from mob violence.

agistrates court expenses were gen-
erally one hundred dollars. The Pro-
phet paid Generals Doniphan and At-
chison for legal services at Richmond,
Mo., in 1838-9, sixteen thousand dollars;
but this amount was fruitlessly expend-
ed, as the benefits of the law were not
accorded to him, because of the pre-

ggs, who | dominance and overruling power of a

issued the order expelling all the Lat- | mob.

ter-day Saints from the State under
penalty of extermination. This caused
the loss of hundreds of lives through
violence and suffering. Houses were
plundered, women were violated, men

At the Prophet’s trial in Monmouth,
I11., in 1841, before Judge Douglass, the
lawyers’ fees and expenses amounted to
three thousand dollars.

His next trial was before Judge Pope,

Were whipped, and a great wvariety of | U. 8. District Conrt, in 1842-3, the ex-

amounting to millions was austafnecf
while any one that would renounce his
religion was permitted to remain.

Joseph and Hyrum Smith, Alexander
McRae, Lyman Wight and others were
for several months thrust into prison,
and in one instance while there, were
fed on human flesh and tantalized with
the inquiry, ‘‘How they liked Mormon
beef’’—it being the flesh ofsome of their
murdered brethren.

The Lord softened the hearts of the

cruelties inflicted and a loss of propert
]

the snow-clad prairies of Missourignot
mwing where to go, the peoplée of

ncy were holding public meetings,
raising subscriptions and adopting mea-
sures to give thezfugitives employment
and succor, for which our hearts over-
flow with gratitude.

As soon as the Saints were all expell-
ed from Missouri, Joseph Smith went
to Washington and laid the grievances
of the people before the President and
Congress of the United States. Mr.
Van Buren said ‘‘Your cause is just but
we can do nothing for you.” Mr. Clay,
when appealed to said we ‘‘had better
o to Oregon.” Mr. Calhoun informed
Mr. Smith it would involve the ques~
tion of State rights and was a dangerous
question and it would not do to agitate
it. Mr. Cass, as chairman of the Senate
committee, to which the petition was
referred, reported that Congress had no
business with it.

Elder John P. Green went east and
published an appeal in behalf of the

the hundreds of Saints were ﬂeeinggver

peu%la of Quincy, Illinois, and while}Yawa,

penses of which may be reasonably es-
timated at twelve thousand dollars,
Cyrus Walker charged $10,000 for
defending Joseph in his political ar-
rest or the attempt at kidnapping him
at Dixon, Ill., in 1843. There were four
other lawyers employed for the defence
besides Walker. The expenses of the
defence in this trial were enormous, in-
volving the amounts incurred by the
horse companies who went in pursuit
to aid Joseph, and thetrip of the steam-
er ““Maid of Iowa,”” from Nauvoo to Ot-
d'majy be fairly egfimated atone

und thousand dollars.

" When the mantle of Joseph Smith

fellupon Brigham Young the enemies
of God and His Kingdom sought to in-
augurate a similar career for President
Young; but he took his revolver from
his pocket at the publle stand in Nau-
voo and declared that upon the first at-
tempt of an officer to read a writ to him
in a State that had violated its plighted
faith in th®murder of the Prophet and
Patriarch while under arrest, he should
serve the contents of this writ (holding
his loaded revolver in his hand) first; to
this the vast congregation assembled
said, Anfen. He was never arrested.

APPEAL TO THE GOVERNORES OF THE
STATES,

In 1845,the storm of mobocracy raging
around us,we sent an appeal to the Pre-
sident of the United States, and to the
Governor of every State in the Union,
except Missouri,of which the following,
addressed to Gov. Drew, of Arkansas,
is a copy to the Governors, he being

Saints, holding public meetings in Cin- | the only one from whong an answer was

cinnati and New York, and received
some small contributions for the assist-
anee of the most needy.

As soon as Joseph Smith escaped from
Missouri to Illinois, he purchased lands
at a place known as Commmerce,in Han-
cock county, and commenced the sur-
vey of a city which he called Nauvoo,
the word being derived from the He-
brew, meaning beauty and rest. Al-
though the situation was handsome it
was famed for being unhealthy. There
were but few inhabitants in the vicini~
ty, but many graves in the burying
ground, and much of the subsequent
sickness was the result of exnosure and
the want of suitable means of nursing
~ the sick. The swamps in the vicinity
of Nauvoo were soon drained and the
lands around put under cultivation.
Numerous dwe inga and several mills
were erected, and thrift and prosperity,
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received;

To His Excellency,
THCMAS S. DREW,
Governor of Arkansas:

NAUVo0, ILL.,, May 1st, 1845,

Honorable Sir:—Suffer us, sir, in behalf
of a disfranchised and long afllicted people
to prefer a few suggestions for your serious
consideration, in hope of a friendly and un-
equivocal response, at as early a period as
may suit your convenience, and the ex-
treme urgency of the case seems to de-
mand.

It is not our present design to detail the
multiplied and aggravated wrongs that we
have received in the midst of a nation that

ve us birth, Some of us have long been

oyal citizens of the State over which you
have the honor to preside; while others
claim citizenship in each of the States of
this great confederacy. We say we are a
disfranchised ple. We are privately
told by the highest authorities of this State,

—r

that it is neither prudent nor safe for us to | bosom of humanit

vote at the polls: still we have continued to
maintain our right to vote, until the blood
of our best men has been shed, both in
Missouri and the State of Illinois, with im-
punity. A
You are doubtless somewhat familiar
with the history of our extermination from
the state of Missouri, wherein scores of our
brethren were massacred, hundreds died
through want and sickness, occasioned by
their unparalleled sufferings, some millions
of our Jarnpe were confiscated or destroy-
ed, and some fifteen thousand souls fled for
their lives to the then hospitableand
ful shores of Illinois;—and that the State of
Illinois granted to us a liberal charter, for
the term of perpetual succession, and under
its provisions private rights have be-
come invested, and the largest city in the
State has grown up, numbering about 20,-

000 inhabitants,

But, sir, the startling attitude recently as-
sumed by the State of Illinois forbids us to
think that her designs are any less vindic-
tive than those of Missouri, She has already
used the military of the State, with the
Executive at their head, to coerce and sur-
render up our best men to unparalleled
murder, and that too under the most sacred
pledges of protection and safety. As a
salvo for such unearthly perfidy and guilt,
she told us through her highest Executive
office, that the laws should be ified,
and the murderers brought to justice; but
the blood of her innocent victims had not
been wholly wiped from the floor of the
awful arena, where the citizens of a sover-
eign State pounced upon two defenceless
servants of God, our Prophet and our Patri-
arch, before the Senate of that State rescued
one of the indicted actors in that mournful
tragedy, from the sheriff of Hancock coun-
ty, and gave him an honorable seat in her
hall of legislation. And all others who
were indicted by the grand jury of Han-
cock county for the murders of Generals
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, are suffered to
roam at large watching for further prey.

To crown the climax of those bloody
deeds, the State has repealed all those
chartered rights by which we might
have defended ourselves against aggres-
sors. If we defend ourselves hereafter
against violence, whether it comes under
the shadow of law or otherwise, (for we

have reason to expect it both ways,(we shall
then be charged with treason, and suffer
the penalty; and if we continue passive and
non-resistant, we must certainly expect to
perish, for our enemies have sworn it.

And here, sir, permit us to state that
Gen. Joseph Smith, during this short life,
was arraigned at the bar of his country
about fifty times, charged with criminal
offenses, but was acquitted every time by
his *cﬂu-intry, or rather his religigis oppon-
ents almost invariably being his ju
And we further testify that asa n'lgle, we

are law-abiding, ha]ifaceable, and without
crimes; and we ¢ enge the world to prove
the contrary. And while other less cities
in Illinois have had special courts instituted
to try their criminals, we have been stript
of every source of arraigning marauders
and murderers who are prowling around to
destroy us, except the common magistracy.

With these facts before you, Sir, will you
write to us without @elay, as a father and
friend, and advise us Jvhat to do? We are,
many of us, citizens 9f yvour State, and all
members of the sa
Our fathers, nay, so of us, have fought
and bled for our country and we love her
constitution daaﬂ%u

In the name of Israel’s God, and by virtue
of multiplied ties of country and kindred,
we ask yvour friendly interposition in our
favor. Will it be to much to ask you to
convene a special session of your State
Legislature, and furnish us an asylum
where we can enjoy our rights of conscience
and religion unmolested? Or will you in a
special message to that body, when eonven-
ed, recommend a remonstrance against
such unhallowed acts of uﬁ:pressiun and ex-
patriation, as this people have continued to
receive from the States of Missouri and
Illinois? Or wil! you favor us by your per-
sonal influence, and by your official rank?

Or will you express your views concern-
ing what is called the Great Western Meas-
wre, of colonizing the Latter-day Saints in

Oregon, the north-western Territory, or
some location, remote from the States,
where the hand of oppression shall not
crush every mnople principle, and extin-
guish every patriotie feelin

And now, honored sir ving reached
out our impiuring hands fo you with deep
solemnity, we would importune with you
as a father, a friend, a patriot and states-
man; by the constitution of American liber-
ty;—by the blood of our fathers, who have
fgught for theindependence of this republic;
by the blood of the martyrs which has been
shed in our midst; by the wailings of the
widows and orphans; by our murdered
fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters,
wives and children; by the dread of imme-
diate destruction, from secret combinations
now forming for our overthrow; and by
every endearing tie that binds men to men
and renders life bearable, and that, too, for
ought we know, for the last time, that you
will lend your immediate aid to quell the
violence of mobocracy and exert your in-
fluence to establish us as a people in our
civil and religious rights, where we now
are, or in some part of the United States, or
at some place remote therefrom, where we
may colonize in peace and safety as soon as
circumstances will permit,

We sincerely hope that your future
prompt measures towards us will be dic-

tated by the best feelings that dwell in the

great confederacy. |

(

; and the blessings of a
grateful ple, and of many ready to per-
ish, shall come upon you.
We are sir, with great respect
Your nbe%ent se:fpve;nis‘
: Brig}]:tlla.m Young, Chairman,
W. Richards,

Orson Spencer,
Orson Pratt, !.
W. W. Phelps,
A. W. Babhlt-,
Jno.M. Bernhisel, |

In behalf of theChurch of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, at Nauvoo, Ill.

P.S. As many of our communications
Suatpar]mdat Nauvoe, have failed of their
estination, and the mails around us have
been intercepted by our enemies, we shall

send this to somedistant office by the hand
of a special messenger,

The following reply was received
from Governor Drew:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Little Rock, Ark.

i May 27th, 1845,
Hon. Brigham Young, President of the
Committee of Twelve of Christ’s Church
of Latter-day Saints, at Nauvoo, Iil.

Sir,—Your letter of the 1st inst,, has been
received, and claims my earnest atlention.
I must acknowledge my inability to serve
your people by calling an extra Session o1
the general assembly of this State for the
object cnntemplateg: And although I do
not know that prejudice against your tenets
in Arkansas would weigh aught against the
action of thal body, in refusing to furnish
within our borders an asylum from the
ni)pressiun of which you so sorely com-
plain; yet I am sure the representatives of
the people would long hesitate to extend to
any class of citizens exclusive privileges,
however innocent their motives, aims,
objects or actions might appear, when the
prospects of collision from causes of which
in your case I know nothing, appear so
evident from the two very recent manifes-
tations presented in the States of Missouri
and Illinois. I have no doubf Illinois,
prompted by the kindest of sympathies for
your people in the late struggle and over-
throw they encountered in gMissuuri, ex-
tended a liberal helping hand, but to repent
her supposed folly. Could Arkansas, after
witnessing the same scene re-enacted in
Illinois, calculate on anything short of a
like catastrophe?

I am not sufiflciently informed of the
course taken against you by the authorities
of the State of lllinois, in the difficulties
detailed in (ﬂnnr communication to justify a
recommendation from me to the Legislature
to remonstrate against the acts of Illinois—
the detailed statement of facts afforded me
by your communication being of an ez

parte character. But were I arly in-
formed of all the facts from both parties,

and felt able to form a correct opinion as to
the justice of the course pursued by the
State of Illinois, yet T am of opinion that
this State wounld not have, nor would I have
as its chief Executive officer, the right to
interfere in the least with the internal con-
cerns or police of the State of Illinois, or of
any other neighboring State, where its
operations do not distract or in any way

ect the good order of the citizens of the
State of Arkansas. There are instances,
but they are rgre, where the interposition
of one State to arrest theé progress of vio-
lence in another would be at all admissible.
Such for instance, as where the public au-
thorities of the State affected are palpably
incompetent to quell aninsurrection within
her limits, and the violence is likely to
extend its ravages and bad influence to such
neighboring State, or where a proper call
has been made for succor,

Nor car? 1 afford to exercise my official
rank as chief Executive of this State, in
behalf of a faction in a neighbouring State:
and I humb‘}f conceive tgat my personal
influence would add nothing to your cause,
unless it should prove to be a just one, in
which event public opinion wﬂf afford you
support of a character more lasting in the
eye of an enlightened public, than wiser
and greater men than your humble servant
—than official rank, or force backed by

wer. It is true that while prejudice may

ave the ascendancy over the minds of the
neighboring community, your people mav
be exposed more or less to loss of life, and
destruction of property; Itherefore heartily
agree with you in the propesed plan of
emigration to the Oregon itory—or to
California—the north of Texas, or to Ne-
braska; thereby placing your community
beyond the reach of contention, until, at
least, you shall have had time and oppor-
tunity to test the practicability of vour
system, and to develop its contemplated
superior advantages in ameliorating the
condition of the human race, and adding to
the blessings of civil and religious liberty.
That such a community econstituted as
yours, with the mass of prejudice which
surrounds and obstructs its progress at
this time, cannot prosper in that or any of
the neighboring States, appears very evi-
dent from the signal failures upon two
occasions under auspices at least as favor-
able as you could reasonably expect from
any of the States.

My personal sympathies are strong for
the oppressed, though my. official station
can know nothing but what is sanctioned
by the strictest justice, and that cirenm-
scribed to the limited jurisdiction of my
own State; and while 1 deplore, as a man
and a philanthropist, vour distressed situa-
tion, 1 would refer you to the emphatic
and patriarchal proposition of Abraham to
Lot; and whilst I allude to the elogquent
paraphrase of one of Virginia's i

Committee,




