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. DISCOURSE

By Elder GEQ. Q. CANNON, Delivered
wn the 14th Ward Assembly Rooms,
Salt Lake City, Sunday Even-
wng, Jan. 12, 1873.

—

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

THE subjects that have been toucked upon
by Elder Taylor are the most delightful
that the buman mind can contemp ate, It
is t'ue that men can find employment and
considerable enjoyment in the acyuisi-
tion of wealth, ard in expending the same
in the busy scenes of life, but after all,
t kere is something unsubstantial and un-
real about everything of this c.aracter.
Decay is written upon everything that is
humean, death is written upon everything
that we put our bhands fo and upon our-
selves, We know that we are here but for
a short time; we know that eve thing we
p 'ssees will, like ourselves, perish and pass
away; that our existence here is an ephem -
¢ral one—shortlived, thereiore when we
can contemplate the fature and the life that
is to come, and can understand anything
eonnected with it that we can rely upon,
there is something in the eontem plation
that lifis us above everythiong of a sublu-
nary or perishable character, We are
brought ne rer to God, we feel that there is
a spsyk of immortality within us, that we
are indeed immortal and partakers of the
. Divine nature, through our iaheritance as

the children of God, And this 1s the ¢ffeot

that the principles of the gospel, when
properly understood, have upon mankind,

They bad this eflect upon them in ancient
days; they have this effect upon them in

these days. It is on this account that men

are capable of making sacrifices; and that
men in ancient days could face every dan
ger and could submit to the most ignomin-

ous tortures and death. It is knowledge
mnnﬂrnlnﬁ the future, which God has giv-
en to the Liatter-day Saints, that has sus-

tained them in their persecutions and

trials in the past, and which sustains them

at the present time; and it is this which

bas sustained thousands of other people
who have not been Lattervday Saints, and

who have not bad a fulness of the gospel,

but only understood the principles of the
gospel to a partial extent. What is there
Lthat is calculated to fill the heart of man

with greater joy than the knowledge that
God bas revealed the plan of salvation—a

lan which nut only comprebends within

I8 scope man’s individual salvation, but

the salvation of his ancestors and his pos-

terity, and gives unto him, toa certain ex-

tent, the power to be a savior of men, to be
& progenitor in the earth, as Auraham,
Isaac and Jacob were; to be tbe means in

the bands of God of bringing to pass also
the salvation of those who have passed
away in igoorance. It has been a matter
which has puzzled thousands of wellsmean-

ing, bonest people who believed in
God aud in the gospel as far

as they knew it, to wunderstand
what disposition would be made o+ those
who died in ignorance of the gospel. For
instance, the millions of heathen who have
died without haviog heard the name of the
Lord Jesus Cbrist. Many men, including
ministers, have entertained the idea that
they go to a place of punishmeunt from
which there is no escape, but that they wel-
ter there in torment tbroughout the end-
less ages of eternity, Others, raore chari-
table, have scarcely any idea what will be
come of them, ahd they therefore do not
veniure an opinion respecting vbe subject,
Others still, have an idea that this can not

be the fate of the heathen, or, if so, that

God must be unjust. There is something
revoltin
that Godg.

to the werciful mind in the idea
our Heavenly Father would con-
demn millions of people to endless pain
because of their ignorance of some great
principle or trutb, which he might have
communicated to tLam but did not, For
instance, millions of people have lived in
Polynesia and the islands of the Pacific for
unnumbered generations—history doea not
tell us how many, their traditions scarcely
number them—aud they never heard, until
quite recently, the name of Jesus Chris
never knew that he was the Son of G
and the Savior of the world. They have
died by millions in total ignorance of the
plan of salvation as taught in the SBerip~
tures, Millions died on this great eontinent
belore the landing of the whites on A meri-
can soil—countless tribes of Indians wann
dered to and fro from the poler regions of
the north to the equator, and from the
equator to the polar regions of the south,
and not one amongst them all knew any-
thing about God, his S8on Jesus Christ, or
the gian of salvation. They lived and died,
generation after generation, in ignorance of
these important truths, and many of them
were doubtless just and upright men, so
far as their traditions enabled them to act
and walk uprightly.

Certain religions denominations enter-
tain the belief that these people bave ali
been consigned to endless torment; and
not only those who have inhabited this
land, but those who have inhabited Poly-
nesia and Australasia, the groups of Ia-
lands in the Indiam Archipelago and
throvghout Asia and Africa. Who can oon-
template such a plan of salvation, or rather
condemnuation, and admire the author ot
it, and worship him as a just, pure and
holy being? Is there any wonder when such
toeories are propounded and advocated
by the professed miinpisters of Jesus Christ,
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the Prinoe of Peace, that inen have revolts
ed at such a belief and would not exercise
| 1aith in Jesus Christ? The wonder to me
is that so many have received teachin
from men who, professing to be ministers
of Christ. have entertained such views as
these. To thimk that God would consign
to endless torment millions of his crea-
tures who died in ignorance, of which
they might have been relieved if he had

revealed his will and sent his ministers
unto them!

This is not the faith of the Latter-day

Saints. The gospel that we have heard
brings to us

peaco and joy., There is no
feature in iv from the contemplstion of
which we recoil. There is no feature
connected w thit that we can not sit dowun
and contemplate with pleasure and joy,
and the more we contemplate and investi
gate it, the higher our admiration rises for
the author of it—the t and good Creator
who has revealed it. So far as I understand
this plan of salvation, which is the one
taught by Christ and his apostles in an-
cient days and which is left on record in
the Scriptures, there is nothing connected
with it but what excites my admiration
and calls forth mmy nobounded grauvitude to
God for having revealed it, and for having
given me the privilege of understanding it,
50 far as I bave learned it. Instead of a
pel filled with woe, sorrow and con

demnation, it is a gosp¢l «f peace, joy and
happiness to those who received ii,

We as a paolsln, brethren and sisters,
and we shouid always bear this in mind,
do not believe that Ged our Heavenly Fa-
ther will condemn any buman being un-
less he has been made acquainted with the
law which he has revealed; in other words,
to use the expression of one of the A
tles, **Where there is no law, there is no
transgression.,” Ualessalaw is proclaimed
unto men, that they may understand it,
there can be no transgression of that lsw,
and consequently no condemnation follow-
ing ite transgression; and if cendemnation
follow, there must be a knowledge of law.
There must be a comprehension of a law
and wilful violation of it before condemnas
tion can come, There is no room for the
exercise of pity toa person who, knowing
a law, violates it, e do pot have any
feelings of pity to men wbo violate our
laws when they understand them, We

may regret their course, but when we know | Jj

that thevy understood the law, and had
power to live above it, and that througb
yielding to their weaknesses and to their
propensities they have violated tbe law, we
feel to say, *‘Let justice take its course, the
punishment is a just one, and they wust
abide by it.” SBoit is in the guspel—you will
not be condemned for that which you do
pot underst«nd, neither will I.nf other peo
ple that ever lived, that now live, or ever
will live in the future. They will be con-
demped according to their knowledge:
every man will be judged accoring to the
deeds done in the body, Then what shall
be done with the millions who have died in
ignorance? If I thought ibat the plan of
God’s salvalion was confined to this earth
and this limited spece of time, I should
have aifferent ideas of God to what I bave,
But God is eternal, and his salvation is ap
eternal plan of nlﬂ.tlun. This earth, or
the elements of which it is composed, is
eternal. We who live on the earth are
eternal in one sense—our spirits are eternal;
and the elements of which our bodies or
tabernacles are created are also eternal.
They can be changed, dissolved and recoun-
structed, recreated and reorganized, but
they are eternal, and so are we, and we
shall live atornal]y. God’s providences and
God’s salvation are not confined to this
space of time, which we call lite; but they
extend throughout eternity, and when
individunals die in ignorance of the gos-
1 they will have the opportuniiy of
earing that pel elsewhere. As
has been said, “If the dead rise not
at all, then why are ye baptized for the
dead?’’ This was the remark of Paul. Pe-
ter also tells us that Jesus went to preach
to the spirils in prison which sometime
were disobedient when once the longsuffer-
ing of God waited in the days of Noab,
while the ark was a preparing,wherein few,
that is, eight souls, were saved by water,
They had n in prison for nearly 2 500
gmu. according to our chromology; but
esus, having the power to preach the gos-
pel, went and preached to them while his
body lay in the tomb, I know that this
doetrine is strange to many persons, 1 re-
collect on one occasion preaching on the
Sandwich Islands to a large occng tion,
endeavoring to prove that baptism for the
remission of sins was necessary, and that,
mrdlnq to the words of Jesus to Nicode-
mus, unless a man was born of the water
and of the Spirit he could 1n no wise enter
the kingdom of heaven., Afier I had got
througu, & gentleman came forward ;rom
the con tion and commenced interro
gating me on the sratement which I had
made; and in his remarks be dwelt partic-
ularly on the case of the thief on the cross,
Said he, **You have told us that no man can
enter the kingdom of heaven unless he is
born ot the water and of theSpirit,”” Itold
him that I had quoted the words of the Sa-
vior. He wished to know how I disposed
of the repentant thiefon the cross, who died
at the samea time that the Savior did. Said
he, **You reocollect that Jesus said,'This day
sbalt thou be with me in Paradise;’ but
your doctrine conveys the idea that the
thief did not and could not go to Paradise
unless he was born of the water.” I re-
marked to him that I sapposed our views
with regard to Paradise

| donable sin.

 that he believed that Paradise was heaven
-~the presence of God, and that the thief
went there immediately after desth. I s»id

gs | to him, **The Scriptures tell us tbat he did

not.” The assertion startled bim, snd said
he, *Do you mean to say that Jesus did not
to heaven?”’ I replied, *'Jesus cer'ainly

id not go into the presence of kis Fatber

I say is correct, I have only to refer you to
the 20th chapter of Jobhn, which contains
the account of Mary and Jesus, after his
resurrection. Mary went to the sepulchre
on the morniog of the Sabbath, snd she
found that the stone bad been rolled away
and that the Savior’s body was gone, She
was startled at the occurrence, and turning
round she saw somebody standing beride
ber whom she suppored to be the gardener,
and she inquired of him what bad become
of the body ot her Lord. Iostexd of the
gardener,it was Jesus,and he called her by
name, apd as soon as she heard ber name
she knew it was Jesus, and stepped for

ward to embrace bim. But Jesu~ said,
‘Touch me pot, forl am not ye: ascended
to my Father, but go to my brethren, and
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father
and your Father; and to my God and your
God.” Now.” said I, “here is the testi.
mony of Jesus himself that, on the Babbath

body bad lain in the tomb, be had not yet
ascended to his Father.” 8aid I, *'Peter
tells ue that during this time, he bad been
to preach to thespirits in prison, who were
disobedient in the days of Noah; and he
also says, For for this cause was the gospel
preached to them that are de d, that they
might be judged by that gorpel, just the
sameas they who are living,” From this
we can learn how proper was the remark of

PO8- | yesusto thethiet. Hedid not say, " Thoux=halt

be with me in my kingdom this day.” The
thief said, “Lord, remember me when thon
comest into thy kingdom.” But Jesus,
who was then undergoing the paogs of

of selvation to bim, said, “This day shalt
thou be with me in Paradise,”” And be no
doubt was with bim,and beard bim explain
the gospel in its fulness,plainness and sim

piicity, and be bad an opportunity of re-
ceiving or rejecting it

These are the views entertained by the
Latter-day Saints on this important sub~
ect. We believe that every being tha- ever
bas lived, that does live now or ever will
live, will sooper or later be broughttoa
kEnowledge of the eternal Jﬂm of salvation,
and that none will becondemned to endless
torment vuly those who sin against the
Holy Ghs st, for Jesus says every sin shxl]
be forgiven except the sin against the Ho-
ly Gbost; that shall not be forviven in this
world or the world to come. Every buman
being will be broughtto a knowleoge of the
Redeemer’s grace; every human being will
vave truth and error placed before him or
her, and will bave the opportunity of ¢m-
bracing truth and rejecting error, G.d has
placed us bere, we are his children, and be
loves us all We can not begin to under-
stand the lovethit God our Father has for
bis ohildren., He lovea all that dwell on
the face of the earth—the dark sons of Cain
that dwell in Africa and in America, in
Asia and throughout the jslands of the sea,
a8 well as those who live in Earope and
America who are of the white race. All are
'be objects of his care. His provideoce 18
over all and bis salvation is extended to all
But upon whom will condemnation rest?
This is condemnation, says Jesus,tbhat light
bas come into the world, and men are made
to understand it and rejeot it. But will all
be saved? Yes, every human being will be
saved except those who ommit the unpar-
DBut will they all receive the
same salvation? Ne; every man will be

ifered. -He said |

rewarded acocording to the deeds dope in
the body., Will those who live lives of ease
apd pleasure, consulting their own inolina
tions and gratifying tbem, be saved with
those who endure all things for the trunth’s
sake? Waeread in the Scr ptores of men
and women who aspired to serve God with
all their mights, and to do everything that
was required of them, They were they who
wandered about in sheepskins and goat~
skins, who dwelt in dens and caves ¢f the
earth, They were willing 0 take upon
them the oblogquy and shame; to he sawn
asunder, 1o bave their bheads cut off, to be
nruciﬂori, to be thrown into the dens of
wild beasts, and to suffer anything and
everything, every kind of deatb, for tbe
sake of the gospel that they had embraced,
and they endured these things unflivching-
ly. Will they receive only the same wlory
a8 those who pass along withoutany sfilic-
tion and suffering, and who have plessare
all their days? No, the apostle Paal 1n
the ehapter that has been quoted from—15th
chapter of the 1st of Coriothians, makes it
plain that there is a difference in the de-
grees of glory that men will receive after
death, He says that there is ene glory of
the sun, another of the moon and anoiher
of the stars, This shows that different de-
grees of glory will be awarded men and
women In the resurrection according to
their faitt.fulness here, Some will reccive
the glory of the sun, which is ealled the
celest'al glory; otbers will receive a glory
typified by the moon, ealled the terrestrial
glory; and others a glory typified by the
stars, which is called the telestial glory.
The Latter-day Saints, as.a people, are
seeking to obtain celes ial glory. They
want to go where the Father and Bon ere,
and to dwell etervally in their presence.
They want to receive blessings similar to
those whith Jesus has received, Oau this
aocount tley have been as willing as the

when he died,and to prove to youn that what |

after his cracifixion, duriog which time his |
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former-day Baints to suffer all thivgs for
the sake of the gospel o1 Christ

Many men wonder why we left the States
as and wben we did, and came into this
wilderness, and why we endured persecu-
tions, This is a matter of constant wonder
to those who investigate our history and
who do not understand the reasons which
have prompted us to cling to our religion.,
They say, ‘‘If you will abandon this prin-
ciple or tbat, we will fellowship you.
If you reject the Book of Mormon
that is not much, you have the Bible. if
you would reject Joseph Smith as a prophet,
we would receive you. Your doectrive is
not 80 unpalatable. Ifyou did vot have so
much confiGence in Brigham Young, and
did not take bim as your counoselor in all
things, there wculd not be anything partic-
nlarly objectionable in wyour doctrives,
You believe in the Bible, the Old and New
Testaments; but there are some principles
of your raligion which you might as well
abandon,” Some men who call themselves
good friends of the Latter-day Saints rea~
son like this. They do not seem to under-
stand that every rrinulpln connected with
the gospel is vital to salvation, and that if
we reject the Bock of Mormon we reject
the Bible; if we reject Joseph Smith, we
reject Jesus Christ who inspired and sent
him; if we reject Brigham Young as an
apostle, we might as well reject Peter,

death, and had not time to explain the plan |

James and Jobn and the other apostles
who lived in ancient days; sand that, in fact,
to reject any of these woul to reject the
whole, and that to be Latter-day ts we
have to belleve every principle connected
with our religion, or we have to be come
plete apostates to the whole of it. We can
not say we will receive this and reject that
principle. We cannot say, We will re-
ceive fal'h in Jesus Christ, repentance of
sin, baptism and the Jayiug on of hands,
and reject everytbhing else. We will not
gather with the people, we will not pay
tithing, we will not believe in Brigham
Young as an apostle or prophet, We can
not be Latier day Saints and feel thus, we

must eiLher receive, or be apostate te, the
whole of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
Weare fighting for great truths, not with
carnal weapons—swords, guns, Or Weapons
of war; but we are engaged in a great and
mighty spiritual contest, we are seeking to
establish or rather 1o re~establish the p:in-
ciples of truth and righteousness on the
earth. We sre endeavoring to erect a
standard of purity higher than that which
now prevails and is recognized by men,
aund to elevate the people to that standard.
Tbat is the aim and labor of the Saints,. We
are misunderstood, so were Jesus and his
npostles, and the propbeta of Goo in an-
cient days. We sland in goodly c«mpany.
We are arrayed, in this respeot, with the
noblest of earth’s sons. Our names are
cast out as evil, and everything we do is
misrepresented and misunderstood, but
this does not change our disposition or the
character of the work we are engsgeo in,
We are resolved, notwithstanding this, to
stand firm to the principles which God has
revealed unto us. ‘“1'bis is the duty of
every Latter-day Saint, come life or come
death, or whatever may be the conse-

| quences, If God has entrusted us with the

revelations of his will, if be bas taught us
boly and pure doctrines, as we testify that
he has, we would be recreant 1o God and to

the duties and obligations he has piaced
upon us il we did not stand up and face the

world in arms, if necessary, to maintain
his gieat trutbs in the earth,

It is s0 with everything connected with
our religion. There is nothing impure
about it—it is God’s. There may be im-
purity in men, and they may ia\l in carry-
iug out the doctrines which God .as en-
trusted to them, but this does not alter the
doctrines, They are true and good from
beginnipg to end, from the first to the last
that has been committed t0 us, and their
practice amopg the people will exalt them.

“What?” says one, *“will plurai mar-
riage, that we have been taught to lonk
upon as s0 degrading, elevate ple?”’
Yes, even that principle, much abused as
it is, when it is understood by the people,
will be viewed in & ver (ftﬂ'arﬂnl light
from what it is now, And so with every
other principle of the gospel, There is
nothing that we teach or practice but what
is contained in the Bible, and for which

| we do not have the example of prophets

and aposties, and that was not embodied
in the plan of salvation revealed to the an-
clents, We are willing to be tested by the

| word of God. Not by man’s traditions and

misconceptions; but we are willing to go
to and be tested by that book wupon
which Christendom relies—the translation
of the Soriptures made by KipgJames the
First, of England, If we have embraced
error we rre wi'ling to renouonce it when-
ever it is proved to us,

There areabout a hundred 2nd twentya
five thousand ple in these valleys in
Utah Territory. We are but a small hand-
ful of people, and we are surrounded by
the foremost civilizatien of the age,
which is beheved in and upheld by forty
millions of people, who have in their
possession all the agencies of the pulpit and
the presa—the most advanced agencies of
civilization; and our barbarism, as it is
called, is brought face to face with their
advanced civilization., We 0 not shrink
from the contest, but are willing to abide
the issue and to submit to the resulta, We
are not afraid of this gospel. It is reportea
of President Yeung that he once said, It
Was & very poor religion that wounld not
stand one railread, I do not know whether
| be ever did make the remark butwhether




