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burnsbums works in this city it is owned
by william R smith the superintend-
ent of the botanical gardens and it
toIs said to be one of the finest burns
collections in the world I1 have un-
derstoodder stood that he expects to give it to
the masonic library of washington
but I1 have written him that he should
give it to the national library why
should not some rich man buy a col-
lection of this kind and give it to the
library take some of our million-
aires such as john mackey rocke-
feller and others what better mon-
ument could they leave for themselves
than a big collection of some kind to
be known in the library as their col-
lection and to be always called by
their name I1 would like to see na-
tional pride aroused in the library it
is a library for the people and we hope
to make it so accessible that it will be
at the command of every one who
comes to washington I1

Is not washington already one of
the best literary centers of the
unionyes it is was the reply it is fast
becoming the seat of great collections
the national library is only one of a
number there should be a general
catalogue published of all the books in
washington stating where they may
be found we have here what is said
to be the best medical library of the
world this is known as the library of
the army and medical museum it has
more than volumes and about

pamphlets comprising it is
said copies of about three fourths of
all the medical literature published
and copies of nine tenths of all the
medical books published within the
last ten years doctors now come from
all parts of the country to consult this
library of the british museum and
that of france the smithsonian
library tois very rich in scientific mat-
ter it contains something like
volumes and pamphlets there will be
about of these books stored in
the national library and accessible
there then each of the great depart-
ments has a the patent
office library Is one of the finest of its
kind it contains about volumes
and is rich in scientific works and
periodicalsperiodcals the state department has
many valuable books and manuscripts
and the war department and navy de-
partmentpart ment are rich in publications along
their own lines the geological sur-
vey has a fine library of travel and
science and there are other collections
of value all of which are open to the
public A great deal of scientific

work is steadily going on in wash-
ington and there is no reason why it
should not be the chief literary cen-
ter of the country

at this point mr young spread out
the plans odthe floors of the library
and showed me how he expected to
arrange the differentterentdlf departments
we first took the third floor plan

here said heae we will have a
lecture room which will seat BOO peo-
ple and which may be used for
scientific and literary conventions we
shall use one of the rooms for the
smithsonian institution collection
so that it may be right near the lec-
ture room in the south gallery we will
have a collection of the graphic arts
of the united states making here an
art gallery in which people can see
what our people have done along these
lines since the government has been
founded this collection is the out-
growth of the copyright law but
hitherto owing to the lack of room
it has not been shown walking
around the third floor you next come
to the side of the building facing the
capitol here will be a department
devoted to early americana and early
printed works of americans on the
north sideride of the building I1 have de-
cided to put the maps and charts this
will be a very interesting collection

there are many maps which were
made by our officers during the revolu-
tionary war some were drawn on the
battlefields and not a few were made
by british french and american en-
gineersgi

in the attic there will be a
restaurant and the building will be
so arranged that scholars who wish
to work here will have all conveni-
ences

tell me something about the read-
ing room mr young said 1I

here it is on the library floor re-
plied john russell young as he took
another plan and spread it out before
me it is about a hundred feet in
diameter and we have the desks al-
ready in though not the chairs I1
think we shall be able to seat peo-
ple and give them plenty of working
space the librarians will be in the
center of the room and they will be
connected by telephone with every part
of the building and with both houses
of congress they will have pneu-
matic tubes running from their desk
to every story of the book stacks
there are carriers which run on end-
less chains from every part of the
book stacks to the reading room so
that within five minutes a librarian
can get a book from any part of the
library at the right of the reading
room as you go out will be the office of
mr spofford mr hutcheson and
chers of the assistants in the north-
west corner I1 have decided to put a
library for the blind we have a large
number of books with raised letters
printed for the use of the blind we
could give these out in the main read-
ing room but I1 fear that the people
reading in this way would attract at-
tention and sightseers might bother
them so I1 have decidecidedcled to give them a
room to themselves

here along the north side of the
building on the library floor mr
young went on will be the cata
logging department this is a very
important branch of the library the
catalogue of a library is like the
rudder of a ship we should be at sea
without one we want to keep the
book lists up to date we publish you
know a bulletin every week of the
copyrighted books which have come
in we have already a good cata-
logue of the periodicals and of the
volumes now in the library

further on on the same floor in
the northeast corner Is a room
which tois to be devoted to the toner
collection this collection consists of

volumes it is very strong in
documents manuscripts and books re-
lating to george washington and I1
have placed it in charge of one of the
last of the family fur-
ther around the building to the east
there will be a department devoted to
manuscripts you remember that
some manuscripts were stolen from the
library not long aagogo we shall have
these kept under special lock and key
and we hope to guard such treasures
carefully then there will be a room
devoted to research where people of
good reputation who are known to be
carrying on certain lines of study or
research can have books brought to
them and do their work apart from
the regular reading room another
important classification which will be
in this part of the building is that of
periodicals we have one of the most
valuable newspaper collections in the
world we have all the magazines
that have ever been published in
america and many of those of for-
eign countries these will be accessi-
ble and by card catalogue one will be
able to get almost anything in them

at the south end of the library floorfloor
there will be the copyright department
this basbaa been thoroughly systema-
tized it tois now bringing in about
1000 a week the mail is kept right

up to date and I1 make it a point att
have every days work done at the wlof the day if the clerks haveL S
work late I1 tell them that they krabu
have to rest the next day but
the business must be kept up anin jle A

to these departments there absbe a number of others in the baw 1ment there is the mailing departmentwe expect to have a bindery therewe have a branch in which aright books are kept and in shoshortrt weWB 6
hope eventually to have one of the A

most complete libraries of the woworm
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monday june 22 1896 1I called asagac
on mr gibson the american consul la i
beyrodtBeyrout and he assisted me in drawingup a contract with a muleteer for s
ing me through syria and palestine hfalkftwenty five days for a reasonable sulsusaW1

of money but after every pre Jhad been made for starting in
afternoon the man an arab off cc

backed out pretending that he
been drafted for a soldier but the 1

was no doubt that he was afraid
his own account to undertake the itjourney as we would have had to pthrough one corner of the co
habited by the cruses who atpresent time are at war with the
ish government the news had
reached beyrodt that six t
turkish soldiers had been siand killed on the desert south ofmascus in consequence ofthere was great excitement in thethe cruses have been in a stastatebellion for some time and the ty
ment is calling in its broo pa
armenia smyrna and other pigo to the syrian desert to giov
rebels dreadful punishment chwihabitants of the island of crete babiiso in a state of rebellion so toethehas his hands full at the present 1lif the cruses the armenianarmeni 4cretanscaetans and others who are I1
with turkish rule would or couldupon a general effort it would libeasy matter for them to throw 1

turkish yoke but these artenteaorientalsorientortenteaalspie are so terribly mistrustful ast1stotherand so exceedingly jealousofhjealousofanother that they prefer to go ft igle handed and thus subject taselves to wholesale slaughter 1atefturkish arms
during the day I1 secured ftapassport for visitaig the intointeltoward evening I1 took a long watto ras beyrodtBeyrout the extremepoint of the peninsula on ht

city of beyrodt is situated ftrambles through the town 1I 14haapeto pass the soldiers barracks juckSw fBicompany of troops were arrithe frontier with a number ofprisoners
tuesday june 23 the muleteer

A

ing gone back on his bargain tor effiI1 afterwards felt thankful I1 deatdecide
make a visit to damascus by rau te
french company have built a grafl
over the of lebanonbeyrodt to damascus which haxhajt
in active operation for over two iconsequently I1 left my hotel awlthe morning and proceeded talt
station which is situated imm
east of the city of beyrodtBeyrout ThetNaBB
left at a m and after acir tto
the bluffs on the right with fine abria
berry groves and sample oriental bovittry residences on our left ay
reached the base of the lebeam
the train climbed with const
flficulty as the grade is very
road is a narrow guage one tafisitfiSI

are rack and pinion section M
ent points where the grade as
As we climbed very slowlywIX
at times being that of an
ameramericanican ox team we isimalpassed


