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Burnse' works in this city. It Is owned
by William R. Smith, the superintend-

ent of the Botanical Gardens, and it

fs said to be one of the finest Burns
collections In the world. I have un-
derstood that he expects to give it to
the Masonic library of Washington,
but I have written him that he should
give it to the National library. Why
should not some rich man buy a col-
lection of this kind and glve it to the
Lbrary. Take some of our milllon-
aires, such as John Mackey, Rocke-
feller and others. What better mon-
ument could they leave for themselves
than a blg collection of some kind to
be known in the library as their col-
lection, and to be always called by
thelr name? 1 would like to see na-
tional piride aroused in the library. It
is a library for the people,and we hope
to make It s0 accessible that it will be
at the command of every one Wwho
comes to Washington.”

*Is not Washington already one of
the best literary centers of the
Union?"

"Yes, it is,” was the reply. "It is fast
becoming the seat of great collections.
The Natlonal Library is only one of a
number. There should be a general
catalogue published of all the books in
Washington, stating where they may
be found. We have here what is said
to be the bestmedleal library of the
world. This is known as the lbrary of
the Army and Medical Museum. It has
more than 100,000 volumes and about
160,000 pamphlets, comprising. it s
said, coples of about three-fourths of
all the medical literature published,
and copies of nine-tenths of ali the
medlcal books published within the
Jast ten years. Doctors now come from
all parts of the country to consult this
library of the British Museum, and
that of France. The Smithsonian
Library ig very rich In scientific mat-
ter. It contains something like 300,000
volumes and pamphlets. There will be
about .vw,000 of these books stored in
the National Library and accessible
there. Then each of the great depart-
ments has a llubrary. The Patent
Oftice Library is one of the finest of its
kind. It contains about 60,00 volumes,
and I8 rich in sclentific works and
periodcals. The state department has
many valuable books and manuscripts
and the war department and navy de-
partment are rich in publicatlons along
their own lines. The geological sur-
vey has a fine llbrary of travel and
science, and there are other colectlons
of value, all of which are open to the
public. A great deal of scientific
work is steadily golng on In Wash-
Ington, and there |s no reason why It
should not be the chief literary cen-
ter of the country.”

At this polnt Mr. Young spread out
the plans ofthe fioors of the llbrary
and showed me how he expected to
arrange the diff.erent departments,
We first took the third ficor plan.

“Here,” sald he, “we will have a
lecture room. which will seat 500 peo-
ple, and which may be used for
geientific and Mterary conventions. We
shall use one of the rooms for the
Smithsonian Institution collectlon.
s0 that !t may be right near the lec-
ture room. In the south gallery we will
have a collectlon of the gruphlc arts
of the Unlited States, making here an
art gallery In which people can see
what our people have done along these
lines since the government has been
founded. This collection is the out-
growth of the copyright law, but
hitherto, owing to the lack of room,
ft has mnot heen shown. Walking
around the third floor, you next come
to the side of the buflding facing the
Capitol. Here will be a department
devoted to early Americana and early
printed works of Americans. On the
north side of the bullding I have de-
cided to put the maps and charts. This
will be a very Interesting collection.

There are many maps which were
made by our officers during the revolu-
tionary war. Some were drawn on the
battlefields and not a few were made
by British, French and American en-
gineers,

"In the attic there will be a
restaurant, and the building will be
go arranged that scholars who wish
to work here will have all conveni-
ences.’

"Tell me somethlng about the read-
ing room, Mr. Young " said I,

“'"Here it is on the library floor,” re-
plied John Russell Young, as he took
another plan and spread It out before
me. "It is about a hundred feet in
diameter, and we have the¢ desks al-
ready in, though not the chalrs. 1
think we shall be able to seat 3b0 peo-
ple and give them plenty of working
space. 'The librarians will be in the
center of the room, and they will be
connected by telephone with every part
of the building and with both houses
ot Congress, They will have pneu-
matic tubes running from thelr desk
to every story of the booK stacks
There are carriers which run on end-
legs chains from every part of the
hook stacks to the reading room, so
that within five minutes a librarian
can get a book from any part of the
library. At the right of the reading
room as you go out wlill he the office ot
Mr. Bpofford, Mr. Hutcheson and
cthera of the assistants. In the north-
west corner I have decided to put a
llbrary for the biind, We have a large
number of books with ralsed letters
printed for the use of the blind. We
could glve these out in the main read-
ing room, but 1 fear that the people
reading in thls way would attract at-
tention and sightseers might bother
them, so I have declded to glve them a
rcom to themselves.

"Here along the north side of the
bullding on the lbrary floor,” NMr.
Young went on, ‘“‘wlll be the cata-
loguing department. This is a very
important branch of the llbrary. The
catalogue of a !lbrary 1is like the
rudder of a ship—we should be at sea
without one. We want to keep the
bouk lists up to date, We publish, you
know, a bulletin every week of the
copyrighted books which have come
In. We have already a good cata-
iogue of the perlodicals and of the
volumes now in the library.

“Further on, on the same floor, in
the northeast corner, Iz & room
which 18 to be devoted to the Toner
coltection. This collection consists of
36,000 volumes. It ls wvery strong In
documents, manuscripts and books re-
lating to George Washington, and I
have placed it In charge of one of the
Iast of the Washingnton famlily. Fur-
ther around the building to the east
there will be a department devoted to
manuseripts. You remember that
some manuscripts were stolen from the
library not long ago. We shall have
these kept under special lock and key.
and we hope to guard such treasures
carefully. Then there will be a Toom
devoted to research, where people of
good reputation, who are Known to be
carrying on certain Jines of study or
research, ean have books brought to
them, and do thelr work apart from
the regular reading room. Another
important classification which will be
in this part of the building is that of
pediodicals. We have one of the most
valuable newspaper collections In the
world. We have all the magazines
that have ever been published in
Amerfea, and many of those of for-
elgn countries. There will be accessl.
ble, and by card catalogue one will be
able to get almost anything in them.

"At the south end of the library floor
there will be the copyright department.
This has been thoroughly systema-
tized. It s now bringing Iin about
$1,000 & week. The mall 1s kept right

up to date, and I make it a point to
have every day's work done at the end
of the day. 1If -the clerks have to
work late, I tell them that they will
have to rest the next day, but that
tl;te business musat be kept up. In ad-
dition to these departments, there will
be o number of others. In the base-
ment there is the mailing department.
We expect to have a bindery there,
We have a branch in which copy-
right books are kept, and, in short, we
hope eventually to have one of i the
most complete libraries of the world."”
FRANK G. CARPENTER.

JENSON'S TRAVELS.

Monday, June 2£, 1896.—I called again

on Mr. Gibson, the American consul in
Beyrout, and he assisted me in drawing
up a contract with a muleteer for tak-
ing me through Syria and Palestine in
twenty-five days for a reasonable sum
of money; but after every preparation
had been made for starting in the
afternoon,the man—an Arab of course
—backed out, pretending that he had
been drafted for a soldler;but the truth
was no doubt that he was afraid on
his own account to undertake the long
Journey, as we would have had Lo pass

through one corner of the country in-

habited by the Druses who at the
present time are at war with the Turk-
ish government. The news had just
reached Beyrout that six hundred
Turkish soldlers had been surprised
and killed on the desert south of Da-
masacug, in consequence of which

there was great excitement in the city, |

The Druses have been in a state of re-
belllon for some time, and the govern-
ment Is calllng in jts troops from
Armenia, Smyrna and other places to
g0 to the Syrian desert to give the
rebels dreadful punishment. The in-
habltants of the island of Crete are al-
so In a state of rebellion, so the sultan
has his hands full at the present time.
If the Druses, the Armenians, the
Cretans and others who are dissatisfied
with Turkish rule would or could unite
upon a general effort it would be an
easy matter for them to throw off the
Turkish yoke; but these orlental peo:
ple are so terribly mistrustful of each
other,and so exceedingly jealous of one
another that they prefer to “go it sin-
glf hmtlded:'; 4n0d thus subject them-
gelves to  wholesal T

Tgkiah A e staughtering by

uring the day I secured a

passport for visitidg the Intera‘:ﬂgﬁg
toward evening I took a long walit out
to Ras Beyrout, the extreme outer

point of the peninsuia on which the

city of Beyrout Is gityated. In
rambles through the town I happened
to pass the soldiers’ barracks Just as a
::gén?;n);iof tric;?lps were arriving from
ntier w a4 number of

by er of Drusean

Tuesday, June 23. The muleteer hay-
ing gone back on his bargain,for whi;h
I afterwards felt thankful, I decided to
make a vigit to Damascus b¥ raill. A

my

French company have built a railroad °

over the mouuntains of Lebanon from
Beyrout to Damascus, which has been
In active operation for over two years.
Consc-quen_tly I left my hotel early in
the morning and proceeded to the
station, which ir situated immediately
east of the city of Beyrout. The train

left at 6:46 a. m., and after skirting .

the bluffs on the right with fine mul-
berry groves and sample oriental conn-
try resfdences on our left, we soon
reached the base of the Lebanon range,
the train climbed with considerable dif-
ficulty, as the grade 18 very steep. The
road is a narrow guage one, and there
are rack-and-pinfon sectlons at differ-
ent polnts where tihe grade is steepest.
As we climbed very slowly, the speed
at timea being that of an ordinary
Amerlecan ox-team, we passed a num-



