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express great valug ns
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"\rte;sus'n-\l.l“.\' since the Spanishe

::m(,,-mu war—that Uncle Samuel will
ner or later stretch out his strong

loom pand and gather them all into

:lll cofter of territories. But if Prest,

;';:om'elt, or any of his sucessors,

harbors 40 idea of guch “benevoient

..uﬂltlon-" the sooner he puts the

ple ambition out of his mind,
the better for all concerned. Though

pesutiful begond compare, the best of
go-oalied getns have gerious flaws,
Haltl--the most peautiful of them
abselutely kmpvllvss, IH'IJK ftl: l;l?
{8 concerned, as long as Lre
ﬁ:‘:::ém:}nuvemmm of the present
pulation remains above ground. It 'in
:':e degenerate of the West Indles “1 W
typleal “plack sheep”’ of the 1\“}1 Ilu.l'
famlly, Our soldiers might easily se t7-'
these ports and compel un{enslble sub-
mission slong the edges of the island,
but the drendful rites of primitive z\ll'l;
can barbarism would still _bv: practiced
{u the Interlor, and the fiercely inde-
dent savages, hidden in the swamps
and mountain fastnesses, would carry
ou & murderous, implacable x_m:rrillu
warfare to the bitter end, bidding de-
flance to the best white troops as su:-
cossfully s they did in years gong oy
{o the armies of France and Spain, It
i an open boast in Haitl today that it
an invading force should land upon
thelr shores they would at once burn
the towns, destroy, the crops on the
plantations, kill or drive off the cattle
ird potson all the streams and welle;
and then they would retire inland,
Jeaving the tropieal sun, yellow fever,
ggue and malaria to complete the work
of exterminating the whites, Undoubt-
edly they would keep thelr word, and
for every worthless negro life hundreds
of white eoldlers would be sacrificed.
furely America has trouble enough
now, with her own abounding but
much adulterated and mostly clvilized
wlored population, without Haiti’s mil-
lien blacks who at heart are as savage
a8 the tribes of the Congo.

In this so-called republic there is no
gemblance of law and order, Every.
thing bends to the power of brute force
and the lves of men are taken a8 cool-
ly as if they were flies, The saying
“Uneasy lies the head that wears the
erown,” 18 heére exemplified to the ut-
most, where out of 18 successive presi-
dents, only one lived to complete his
term of office.  The Haltlen army -
from 18,000 to 20,000 strong—is as inno-
cent of anything llke discipline as of
vegular arms and uniforming Hut
what it lacks In other respects it mora
than makes up In plethora of officgry
' gorgeous array. It is authoritathy
ly stated that there are upwards  of
<000 “generals,” to say rothing of ma-
Jois, colonels and all th» rest of them
Some years ago Frest, Salnave
Fused & common negre laborer, whom

ke happened to see in the chaln-
gang and admired on account of his
bare and brawny arms, to the rank of

general of brigade, The new oflcer
had no money to buy a uniform, and so
he began by “swiping” a beautiful pair
of gold-laced trousers from a tallor's
thop.  For this offence he was paraded
sround Port au Prince on a donkey,
his face toward the tail and the stolen
trousers tied around his neck, This un-
toward incident, however, did not. af-

f“" llw areer as general of brigade,
'h"’ It occurred on the very day he
¥ ' .-.‘ his mn fon He made a
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2 ipoint, and his ugly por
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e palace
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e fr nstitution  prohibits  white
Walil UWning any real estate In
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rection of the high priest, and after
wards participating In the most fear
ful debaucheries incidental to the "sa-
cred"” rites of Voodoolsm, Still the war
went against him, and the high priest
declared that nothing would save him
but the sacriflce of the "goat without
horns''=the Haltlen term ror what the
South SBea islanders cull "long pig,"” 1. o,
a human sacrifice, It was obtained, in
the person of a young white girl, who
was hung up by he heels (alive, but
rendered insensible by a negro decoe-
tion of roots), slit open with o kuife,
her blood wasg drunk and her
bholled and eaten, amid unpriniuble or-
gles, winding up in a wild dance in
which the devotees—~men and women,
spun round and round ke erazy crea.
tures, tearing off every thread of
clothes, biting thelr own and other's
g;'sh, and at last falling down Insengl.

e,

The most terrible thing about Voeo-
doolsm s itg stealth, Like the great
yellow snike itself, it lurks In hidden
places and crawls under cover, always
unseen when it strikes the fatal blow,
Poison 18 the usual weapon, and the
Voodoo priests are past masters in g
use, Strange discaszeg afMict those who

offend the “true bellevers.” Sometimes
the victim becomes stone blind fn a

gingle night, or goes ingane without &
moment's warning, or guffers the ter-
tures of Danteg' Inferno from some
loathsome skin digsease which does not
kill but cannot be cured, Hundreds of
well-youched for instances might be
cited, In Cape Haitien I was told a piti-
ful tale of a man who had uninten.
tlonally offended his nearest neighbor,
an old woman, who had been his friend
for many years, Igseemed that her pigs
had been in the habit of everrunning
his garden, and in driving them off, the
man one day threw a club that hit a
young porker in a vital part and Killed
it, He went at onhce to apologize to
his neighbor and offered to pay for the
pig. But the @ld woman would take
nothing, sayin® truly it was her fault
as much as hig In allowing her pigs to

trespass, Next day she brought him
a pitcher of buttermilk, After drink-

fng some of it he began to act in the
strangest manner—getting down on hig
hands and knees, frothing at the mouth
and trying to eat s He had been
poisoned by his newt v and former
friend with gome mys fous vegetable
mixture which does no¢ kill bout af
fects the nerves In guch a manner that
forever afterwards the sight of any-
thing green—even & tree, or a window
ghutter of that color—will throw him
into an agonizing fit. The doctors can
do nothing—even the miserable old hag
who poisoned him Is powerlegs to undo
her work; and henceforth as long as
he llves, he musgt be confined in a room
which has none of the fatal eolor about
it and affords no glimpse of the world
outside, or go abroad only In the dark-
ness of night,

It is well known that a brotherhood
of gorcarers and poisoners extends all
over Afriea, Thelr fraternity 1g of the
most anclent orvigin and they possess
unusual knowledge concerning many
things. In partiéular they are acquaint.
ed with vegetable and mineral poisons,
including some drugs as yet unknown
to selence, By aeansgf certaln.decoe-
tlons they can produce in the chosen
vietim insanity, paralysis, ld{ooy, or
alow decay of mind and body. In Afri.
ca these pritsts of Fetish usually act

flesh |
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4% a secret police for the native chiefs,
simelling out ag witches any person
whose destruction may be desired, The
game brotherhood runsg the machinery
of the Voodoo falth all over the
Waest Indies, particularly in Haiti and
Jamaica, where the blacks are descend-
ed from the Zulu and Matabele races.
In Bouthern Africa the “wise men'
speuk 1o a pale of yellow serpents,
which tell them gecrets, On the castern
coast of the “dark continent where
the people have come into contact with
orientals and are nominally Mohamme

dans, a8 thege of Haitl are Roman
Catholies In outward appearances—the
serpent-god g gald to wear a golden

erown and to hold court Among our
own southern negroes, belief In the
wisdom of this particular serpent 8 not
uncommon, The speciul variety of ser-
pent dependg upon what part of Africa

the ancestors of the bellevers camu
fram. Of coursge devil-worsnip Is the
most primitive form of religion, for

man naturally worshipped what he was |

afrald of and must propitiate. long be-
fore he learned to revere a  Deity of
pood. 'This propitiation of the powers
of evil requires saecrifice, and from
earliest times the most aceeptable, from
the view-point of the flend, has been
living, human flesh and blood. In Halti
the great yellow snake g never thor-
oughly satisfied unless gorged with In-
fants—t'f: lightersskinned the more ac-
ceptable, Heonce the frequent murdaers
of children dn various provinceg of the
black republie, especlally at certaln
gepsons of the yeur, Onas of the most
remarkable features of the business I8
that mothers often connive at the
slaughtering of their own offspring--
but perhaps net stpanger than the re-
Wgious mania that fncites the Hindoo
mother to throw her baby to caymen
in the vellaw Ganges, A few years ago
elght persons were shot in Port au
Prince, for killing a little girl. The
child wus strangled by her own aunt,
with the full consent of the mother,
and was subgequently eaten. Less than
a vear ago a Voodoo temple in the
neighborhood of the jsland capital was
ralded and a package of salted human
flesh was found rolled up In a banana
leaf, Persons accused in thiz connec-
tion boldly declared that members of
the besgt familles in the city were mem-
bers of thelr society; and if proot of
thig were wanted it was only necessary
to beat the ceremonial drum, which
wotlld bring them Into court immediate-
ly. It appears that no bellever in the
oult dares disobev the sammons, It I8
a very curious fact that the negroes
have grafted Catholiclsm upon Voodoo-
jsm, 80 a8 to make a bhlasphemous mix.
ture of the two. The Voodoo temples,
located In every provinee of Haitl, are
adorned with pictures of the virgin and
the Saints, and candles are burned at
the ghrines of Obea as part of the cere
monial,
Notwithstanding

all thesg horrors

and the uncertainty of life by reason of

congtant revolutions, there {8 a lu-
dicrous glde to most things {n Haltl,
For example, toke the plug-hat habit,
which has fastened ftself upon most of
men, The gable dandy may not have
money enough to buy a palr of shoes,
and certainly not a coat, but if his hat
s o tall sllken one, though napless and
obsolete in style, the cast-off relie of
gome departed missionary, or Yankee
trader, ftg wearer {8 au fait. The wo-
men g0 in for powder and roughe to an
astonighing extent, and the blacker they
are the deeper the drifts of snowy pow-
der. while their wooly hair 1s decked
with gaudy ribbong or natural flowers
and each fat finger sticking out by
itgelf, stiff with its burden of brass
rings, The fire department of Port
aw Prince consiuts of three old engines,
drawn by mules; yet water has been
piped down to the city for its use and
a water plug I8 on nearly every corner.
FANNIE B, WARD.
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The announcement that J. Plerpont { he happened to hear of the wild dis
Morgan, August Belmont, Frederic P, :\l "\u‘:“vu::'“?.'lul oanta L
Oleott and other almost equally activ i '_\. thit “,,‘l,.’ Bolvia and Brazil had
financlers are Interested In a company | hath tullen into a temporary tiate of
designed to promote and explolt Ih--i vv:ll’ 1Nnusg uwl"‘\- 1') [,x‘\m l:'ll:’u‘
rubber production of the district of | :iy'z'uk \r:rnl\“\‘vtl\m 7 .‘:.h , 01
Acre, In South America, s prosale and | puther, on the outermost boundarles
commonplace enough to pass with 6] of it, there wns a good deal. Bom
paragraph nowadays in this ag m'j :'h'“l ’"':l‘\'y"“l“‘”‘l‘,'f",”” ”“,' : ,‘l:‘ s

e. RO e B 2il wou yol
ambitious trade, Possibly only those | iy ::-1:!-“1 ',m; again ai w,....l Peru
interested would remember the fact al would remember that she, oo, claim
ter reading {t. Yet that announcement ‘ PATL. O3 the count ‘ e v“
in one breath links matter of I.u'l{ '.\,1:1',,:, ;L:,ll‘,’l,w.‘ . i “ .\ i ,o"

American financlers with a rmn;uw‘! happil Httle bloodsh the §
that 1s as wild as any that ever drew | of fighting gouth of us. But when the
its shining woof through the pages ol [ ex-baschall pinyer happencd to drop i

) | during  the course ot looking
the history of the middle ages, } thére was neutrality. Nobody appea:ed

For Acre 18, or rather wus, & King- | (o care who owned Acre, or if it was
dom of Ruritania b/ ned at all g

How many persons know where Acre | . phiige ) SR King
Is? Muany maps do not even show its | vhan o ) l by oy m;
name. It lies In o great riangle mado | KOt N8 ldea, Defore long he sough
by the meeting boundaries of Brazil, | 07! ,”"" RELL] SDRISPENSES WLl
Holfvie and Peru, In If are thousandg | e Jhiide of a feather were they i
of square miles of rubber forests—n, | P14 from Punta = Arenas in
one knows how many thousands; thou. | SOUtHErn Jumplng-oft y { Pasie ginn
pands of gquare miles of jungle—no on l il CROIK W 4 ",) Fhar I ;

Knows how many; thousands of mil ol gt CLLI L LT i ¢
of river that no one has ascended, ang |- Me Juck™ und ready to bett
Buvages that are cannibals, I % A PR - .‘I A

From the borders of clvilization |‘.| b o e L
South America itgelf, the journey into | Mave th exlit, und s ' ;

Acre is not of days, but of montl | ine ”',“ v, 1 ,'“ B I '
Three governments squabble mor | It 1s ”'.“ Py 'I,‘ L' e .|
loss comstantly over |is ]umwww-m,' HJ“ W mnen ‘.I.u .\‘v)-l ,MI‘”.| \v. ' .,H
But in setuality the hand of no goy- | '€l the vorld what befell them 3 SRS
ernment has been strong or far-reach J \‘ B up unkn -.;,‘\!:\‘.'u. ‘n‘l‘i l‘,,: ugh
Ing enough to rule it, except spasmodl- | e '.““;‘”' Hing WIUS R
cally, and with little success, 3 Oy "WOIRENG ey

But out of this unknown land there For these men were pennilicss, of
drifted the news one day about thre, | nearly so. Some of them were ragged
years ago that a new pepublic haa | They were poorly armed and  wer
been born te the Amerlcas—the repub. | Blad enough 1o be equipped with sweap
lic of Acre, Later came an annourice. | ons at all. They had before them hun
ment that a diplomatic representative | dreds of inlles of forest, throngh miny
of the new sister would start soon to mileg of which ) Wl 5'. 1 10 be (un
introduce himeelf in Washington, They | neled paintuily with mact KU rank
followed silence, broken once or twice IR the tropieal Tolia $XUTIaNL Wil
with seraps of news of fabulous wealth | Uncounted —centuris f undisturbed
in rubber and rare woods. And then | #ToWth.  Fever eaImeq aut .ol -t
the republic of Acre went up in gmok: grouni nights Fven thelr way

Who has not read Kipling's “The ¥ uted hy crashings of grent trecs,
Man Who Would Be King?"' Thar | 108 I thoge woods (e tapd till they
man's comrade came back from many | fall frem decay.  And where there are
adventures and told the story of the | ¢ of trees, as through all the
kingship and the bloody ending, The | Conriry of the Amaz Ana- 1 ""“‘“
man who would be king of Acre still ‘1”1 there are hundreds of trees thar
has to tell his story, He was a dream. | (all every dav, Ravages beset thelr
or. ‘00, And he, too, bulided hig king. | W& rw‘M,--m hunget wild beastg
domn with his two bare hands, th ned them

But what a kingdom he built ana But for ajl.that, there came the news
how galiantly and roysteringly he lord. | ot last that tne republic of Acre  had
ed it for a while! Three armies went ! been proclaimed
into the field against him before he And it was no mere plrate of il
vielded Three nations temporarily | bustering public. A rip-roaring time
gank their own difference to erush him | they had, these men, cut off from all
and hig new-born power, and yet he | the | wrying in thely own dar
might have defled them victoriously, | ing hanils the law and its enforcement
But, ke the herces of Kipling's story But with it all they tried to build em
he and his fellow kings of Acre hea | pive as empires builded today, partly
within them the elements that worked | with tijle and sword, but mostly with
for thelr own undoing. barter and ledges Rubber began to

The king of Acre was a Mexican, Iy | pour ont, carried down the broad riy
the City of Mexico he earned a precar. | evs to the coast and reaching the ships
four living as a baseball player. Base. | For 4 long while none of the more
ball was not lucrative in ftself, and ru- | or less easy-go-lucy  gpvernments
mor says that he was not 8 good ball | around them percelved what was go-
tos<ér anyway, 8o he “lnoked around” | ing on 8¢ It happened that before o
for something better. It pas a long | year wag epded Amerlean business men
look. It led him down the fsthmus | ware buying rubber and woods from
and finally Into Bolivia. Providence | these kings of Ruritania without know-

only knows by what chance of fortune ! ing that the money that they paid for
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Mt. Peles in Eruption,

Again has the demon of Martinlque's awful volcano made 118 dread pressance felt.
aster which follows so closely upon the never-to-be-forgotten tragedy of St Plerre

i

; French Crulser Suchet,

The whele world in horrifiad at the news of the second terrible dls.
The exact number of vietims of the present catastrophe has not y«
been ascertained. The work of relief is now under way. The French orulsers Sachket and Tage are on the scene of the cataciysm to render all assistanc

poimible te the pauls stricken inbabitazts. Mesnwhile Mt Peles still eminlously roars and zurther harrs threatén,
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It went to enrich as® romantic a band
U CVer out Itg way to fortune,

SuUll it 1s o sad commentary on the
rough path that s prepared in  this
world for the righteous th LY vary
fact that the Kings of A gought to
inerease their substan | honest
trade should have led to tl undoing
but so it was, Had they be content
to glt in sloth and selz hat money
they could by virtue of thelr dlotator
ship they might have been left in pracs

tical peace for years, For revolutions
and proclaimed republics and dictator
hipg spring up throughout South
Arica ke mushroom

But prosperity brought nvy down
upon Acre, Settlers began to pour in
Mogt of them did not know it kina
of & republic this was, and | i
Une government 18 much lHk nother
thet It Is Like the saving ab
only turned around, there ar i
nd poorer ones, hut ther un't any
ool governments

I'ne intimation tha nebody was

tually muking money 15¢d all th

al pride of Bollvi Brazil and
] Holdleras began to move Th

U boundury Jdisputes all up with

lHght on them

Noy it | L matter of almost a
eur (o move treops into country

\ many potnts confin
Froopg from Peru and Bolivian had to

K M at the Paeltle o north
to the Isthmm of Panama rosg 1,
t hiy nd go south, and then
| Hy meke the way up tl Amnzon
ountry. Thet julred much time. The
King ol tight and hastened
O 1 I LIHESIng ol hon

Ith, Tl | that when i
the game would be fin
1 arter those troops did
and mores month
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1 and tedio } Locatalogue
of tl } Aot Ht out.”

e ex-hagntall ! departure was
s He had mn He had maor
than $600,000 banked gafely in eivilizea
hat Many of hi des doubt
' tram 1 th began

8 the way of Rurita ! Some or
elected (o nd figh
several of them found It tal. Others
ehl to prison, Btill otherg have Kept
I up ey ginee, and th chinge from
Hrectors and president to fuglti na
back again so often and ldenly
that It would be quit Impossibl 1o
trace thelr careors,

For instance, one dlpector, the Ttal-
fan Parravicinl, fled before the Bollvian
trocps,  While they were chaging him
another hodv of Bolivian soldiery en-
tered Puer Aere  and  extablishea
headguart there While they were
in the act of gettling down for a rest,
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