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kind from time immemorial have un-
doubtedly received so much instruction
so much divine assistance whether they
acknowledge it or not that today it is
very difficult if at all possible to ascer-
tain what reason unassisted could ac-
complishcom for the children of men there
isis one way we might get an answer to

doame jenans and that
would be by visiting those portions of
the earth where revelation has never
penetrated or if it has penetrated
where it has been rejected and man-
kind have fallen into a lower state of
degradation that they were at the first if
we go into those parts of the earth we
will find those men possessed of as
much sagacity and reason as we are inin
papossessionon of and yetvet devoid of light
enenough to know how to manufacture
even a nail or a hatchet let alone to
formaform a religion or a set of moral obli-
gationsgat ions this would seem to denote
that if men are not possessed of
sufficient light in themselves to com-
mence in the most trifling matters per-
taining to civilization it would be abso-
lutely out of their power to form for
themselves what could be considered a
code of moral laws wherever revela-
tion has not penetrated so far from
finding men qualified to frame their
religious obligations in such a way as
would be acceptable to atie almighty
we find that although they are possessed
with original capacities equal with 0our
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own they have made no advance what-
ever in civilization whit satisfactory
reason then can be given why the
european nations torfor example should
have made such progress iningovernment
in laws in manufactures in education
in metaphysics in philosophy separated
only by seas and mountains from
another set oiof people who have made
no advance through all the correspond-
ing ages what true reason I1 ask can
we assign why barbarians have made no
progress while other men all around
them have made so much dr taylor
the author of an essay called the
natural history of society sas that
we have no history of any race oiof
savages that have ever civilized them
selvesives none have ever been brought
into a civilized condition only by the
assistance and advice of those already
civilized on the other hand he says
men have from time to time visited

races and although they have
kept up no constant intercourse with
them but have visited them from time
to time they find that the savages con
dinue in pretty much the same condition
as they left them and what is the
direct conclusion to be reached in these
cases it is this that these people must
forever continue in their degradation until
they are sufficiently enlightened and in-
structedted by others who possess eaenlight-
enment

light

if this be true how shall we account
for the first of the human family becom-
ing civilized wherever this civilization
has not penetrated we find men but
little exalted above the brutes without
governmentovern ment without laws without
legislation how will we account for
the first introduction of these things
among the children of men if as many
believe the first human pair were but
little advanced above the brutes how
did civilization commence with them
so far as our abseiobservation and experience
extend we find civilization impossible
without a communication received from
those already civilized and enlightened
in the case of our first parents how

therefore without revelation could they
ever have advanced even one step to-
ward civilization in the common
course of events we see this brought to
pass by the agency of civilized men but
inasmuch as there were none on the
earth then how shall we account torfor the
introduction in the first instance of
those giltsgifts and acquirementsacquire ments we see
that men are competent to advance in
science in civilization after they have
first been set upon the track and having
received the first elements they become
more or less qualified for the advances
that we see have been reached but it
is demonstrated by history and by

that the first foundations thereof
must have been laid in revelation As
there was no man on earth to communi-
cate this knowledge to the first pair it
must have come from god or from some
superior being

all admit freely enough that man
could not create himself consequently
his existence upon the earth demon-
strates that he must have had a creator
byy parity of reasoning since we see that
civilization exists fforor we have a living
monument to that effect before our eyes
and inasmuch as it could not originate
itself it is a proof of the same character
and of equal weight that the dounda
eions of civilization must have been laid
by revelation from god

the message that is sent forth to the
world today is embodied in the words
that were given through the prophet
joseph smith to certain elders who
were collected together to hear the mind
and will of god go ye into all the
world aridand preach the gospel he that
believethbelieveth and is baptized shall be saved
and he that believethbelieveth not shall be
damned and these signs shall follow
them that believe that was the bur-
den of the message that was laid upon
those servants of the most high god
and when it was given by our lord anand
savior jesus christ he prefacedtd that
message with these words and I1 say
unto you as I1 said unto mine apostles
evidently referring to that period of
time when he was upon the earth in
jerusalem one olof our most learned

colonel ingersoll while he
admits the historical facts of the life of
jesus christ takes occasion to deny that
jesus ever uttered those words as re-
corded by the evangelist latter day
saints can form their own judgment of
this chev have through the prophet
joseph smith the testimony of the
savior that he did say as I1 said unto
mine apostles thus givingiving the direct
lie to colonel ingersollingersolInger if

the colonel further declares that for
the man jesus liehe gladly pays the hom-
age of his admiration and his tears 11

what a saying isis this to come from the
lips of an rl yet hebe is con-
strained to utter it by the weight otof
historical evidence for there is no fact
better demonstrated in our day than
that jesus did live did perform the
mighty works that are ascribed to him
and was a great moral teacher and
ingersoll is compelled to acknowledge
it he therefore gladly pays the hornhom
age of hisbis admiration and his tears to
that grand and serene man jesus
christ although in the same breath
he denies his relationship to the deity
he looks upon jesus so far as his be
inzing the son of god isis concerned as anall
arrant impostor what do you think of
this Is there a man that claims to be a
latter day saint who if in his heart he
believed joseph smith to be an imps

tor would pay him the homage of his
admiration and his tears no there is
not while we might respect his teach
ings we would never forget the fact thathe was an impostor and that wouldovercome all such emotions as admira-
tion and tears surely such homageage
is only sounding brass and tinklingtink liny
cymbal

colonel ingersoll moreover saysyou cannot believe as you wish you
must believe as you must you weigh
the evidence furfor and against andana thethintegrity of the soul stands at the scalesand tells which side rises and which
side falls now this is very plausible
at first sight and gives seeming force

argument which he makes that itwould be thereforetheretore unjust on the part ofdeity to punish any one for hhisI1s un-belief when he could not help him-
self so it would I1 think it was drcourtney who delivereddelivered a lecture in
reply to colonel ingersoll and takes oc-
casion to mention this one point hesays that the argument would be allvery good if the soul stood in perfect
integrity but it does not no matter
he says what form of theology we have
received

I1
we are all ready to admit thedoctrine of original sin which hasbrought about human depradepravityaltyi

andinasmuch as the tendency of this de-pravity inin mans breast inclines him tothings opposed to godliness when welook at the scales to weigh the evidence
for and against if we yield to that blbiasaxtoward evil it so affects the integrity ofourfoursoulsboulssouls that we do not see thanin
just as they are and that we are ofteninclined to call evil good and good eviljohn stuart mill one of the greatest
educators of the present century al-though a speaking of the doooctrine of free agency says 1 I say thatalthough our character is formed by
circumcircumstances yet our own desires cando much to shape those circumstances
and that what is really inspiring and enin the doctrine olof free will is
the conviction that we have real power
over the formation of our own charac-ter that our will by influencing some
of our circumstances can materiallymodify our future conduct and capabili-
ties of willing now then itif our owa
desires modify our characters do yayonnot see that itif we do not desire thatwhich is righteous that which is goodnoble and praiseworthy we will iretget asi
bias in our judgment and when we are
weighing sacred truths those evil de-
sires will give us such an obliquity ofvision that we will sometimes call sweetbitter and bitter sweet on a similarpoint doame jenans gives utterance

following the most
able as well as the most usual obstacle0 b tacl
to our b ilief arises from our passions
appetites and interests and as beliet isan act of the will as much as the understanding we oftener disbelieve from
want otof inclination than from want offevidence these are the answers that
present themselves to me when I1 ask
how and why it is that this
this divine message of love from the
courts of heaven is received by thol
children of men with so much indiffer-
ence I1 am afraid that too many lovedarkness rather than light because
their deeds are evil there is still
another class that rorokrockk themselves to
sleep with the idea that for their sins of
commission or omission at stated
periods of time they can receive ab-
solution ITOMirom an authority which they
allege emanates from high heaventieaven


