
va

THE DESERET
seeingfleeing the remains of herbar husband
she was completely distracteddietr acted with
grief and it was only with the greatest
difficulty that she was from
descending into the basement and wit-
nessing abe awful sight the bodies
had not been dressed at that time
friends tooklook her under their care and
conducted her from thehe building mrs
moran who is about to become a
mother is prostrated with grief

the news of herbar husbandsbus bands fate was
broken to her about 83 thisth Is morn-
ing but she surmised the cause of his
absence before that by the conversa-
tion of neighbors

A young man from provo recognized
the remains of Kempkemptontoo but his rela-
tive have not yet been beard from

at 2 pm thursday the following jury
was empaneled by coroner hallhal and
the inquest began A A wenger
charles and ace farley

chief engineer bannister when
questioned today for his version of the
awful affair replied that the account asae
published in this mornings standard
was so nearly correct that it war sub-
stantiallyly accepted asaa being official
the sad narrativenairanair tivestive in detail is as tolfol
jowl

it weewas reported in the canyon that
hadfield was among theabe dead he
was severely wounded but is still
living

the terrible catastrophe occurred
boutabout yards above the first bridge

inside toethe canyon on the site of the
big cut through the point of clifiacliff that
risese bUDdhundredsreds of feet from the riverWtwo0 gangs of men were at work at the
time and as work was about to close
for the day the final preparations for
putting in a big blast was being hur-
ried foreman moran had personal
charge of the work and was tamping
the blast as the powder was being
poured into the blasting bole the ex-
plosion came like a thunderclap and in
an the side of the mountain
upheaved and when the smoke cleared
away men rocksrocke earth and debah bad
been burled down the mountainmountainsideside
moran kirkman weaver and kemp-
ton

K aop
were killed instantly jeff ruba

expired while being taken to the hos-
pitalpital

the cause of the awful explosion is
sup ased to have been what Is known
amongowing rookrock workers as a hothoi holebole 9

that ir theabe cavity into which the pow-
der was placedpieced Is supposed to have re-
tained sufficient beat from a former
blast to the powder it is the
custom among contractors to spring
ahebe rock with giant powder before put-
ting anthoin the blast of black powder the
tookrock bad been sprung three times yes-
terday twice in the forenoon nodand once
toin the afternoon tuethe theory which a
sumbernumber of the workmen accept as the
cause tois that the holebole or cavity was hot
boughdonoughnough to explode the black powder
another theory isin that the explosion
was the result of tamping thebe powder
with an ironiran spoon this however Is
scoutedcc as it Is claimed by some of the
workmen that moran was doing the
camping with a wooden tamping stick
while others saymay he was using an iron

however that lieverwiliwl ever remain
a mystery for poor moran was the only
iman who knowknew the wooden stick was
found upon the dump and theabe spoon
was picked up about twenty feet irmfrum
where abebe body of Moran was lodged
in the rock stillSIM ano her theory is

that it was not impoimpossible for a spark
of fire to have remained luin the hole
from the former blasts and that the ex

was caused in that way
there were from thirty to forty men

at work within a few feet from the
blast and the wonder is that more
were not killed Asaa soon as the men
could sense what hadbad happened all
bands hastened to extricate the bodies
fromrom their wedged positions toin the

rocksocke moran kirkman and kemp
too00 were thrown over feet almost
upon the bank of the river the other
dead and wounded were lodged in the
debris nearer the scene of0 the explosion
the dead and wounded were carried
across the loot bridge which spans the
river at this point and placed
in wagons that hadbad been impro-
vised latointo ambulances the dead
were taken to
ng establishment the wounded were
sent to the city hospital where they
were oaredcared for by joyce and gor-
don

moran and kirkmanKirk noan were foremen
both range under them were at work
toin ththe immediate vicinity of the blast
moran who is an experienced con-
tractor waswaa personally placing the
blastblacet he had the reputation of being
a careful and cautious blaster he has
bebenin the employ of the power dam
company since the work was first
started his lifto be was
married about a year ago lives in this
city william birkmansKirk mans home
Is18 at five points where hisbis I1daml
ly consisting of a wife and four
childrenildreDeb reside 0 weaver came up
wittwith the last squad of men who came
from the south but his connections or
home could not be learned jeff ruby
lived in huntsville and was unmar-
ried nat kempton is reported as be-
ing from provo but the report could
bol be verified moran kirkham
kempton and weaver were terribly
bruised and wounded Aall bad their
skulls crushed and there was hardly a
bone in their bodies that was not
broken jeff ruby livedjived about an
hour bad a haltbelt after the explosion
his bead and body were cut and
bruised and hebe was internally injured
the wounded are hurt in various ways
and nearly all have either broken firmsarms
or legs sproule and hadfield are in-
ternallyternally injured stetson had his arm
crushed at the elbow

andrew sproule Is from washing-
ton city washington county utah
he has been attending school at
provo during the winter and came
up with the companycorn pODY that arrived
ten days ago his wilewife and family
are at present in spanish fork
ElliD geford coadecomes from morgaa city
hadfield is from provo where he is
well known and where his folks reside
keanan and stetson also are from
provo

the rugged cliffs where the accident
occurredcocu presents a desolate appear-
ance the rooks jut out from the
mountain side cold and lifeless lo10
towering cragecrag the pipe line is about

feet above the river and the ragged
precipices are almost impregnable
the mass of debris that nowDOW marks
the goode of wholesalesale destruc-
tion wightmight easily be taken for
a rock slide so common in wis
ornern mountains there toIs a ghoulish
cavity toin the sheer clifio where the
festalfatal blast was exploded ana on the

sharp rucksrocks laIs spattered the life blood
of the men soBO cruelly crushed to deathscraps of clothing hatshale costscoats and
vests that were on the dump are grue-
some reminders of the awful accidenttoday the suneun will shine brightly over
the scene and the waters ofat be
river will flow turbulently on but not
from the bleakbieak peaks of granite and
gneiss or the roaring music of thestream will be told tilethe sad
story of the brief reign of the angelof
death comrades of the fated men will
lookjoob upon the scene findnd live over and
over again in keenest memory the lawaw
ful exner lance which made human life
a plaything

luejuu amount of powder inia the blast
is not accurately known though it is
estimated to have been between twelve
and fifteen aega this amount would
be considered rather a large blast the
method of blasting is known as

cbaburnchurourn blasts A bole is first drilled
into the solid rock and is enlarged by a
stick of giant powder this is known
as apri 1 the blast when the
bole has been made sufficiently large
to holdbold enough black powder desired
it Is leftbelt for several hoursbours in order to
allow it to coocool then the black powder
is put in in mostmoat cases the hole will
become clogged while being filled and
it is necessary to poke the powder down
with a stick orsor spoon it is understood
that the holebole was almost filled when
theabe disaster occurred at the fatal
moment one of the men who was killed
was carrying the last keg of powder to
putut in the blast

the dead and wounded were carried
down in the heavy spring leesleas two
horse wagons used for moving camp
supplies etoetc the first wagon to ar-
rive at the hospital contcontained the dead
body of dan moran and lying beside
him was the bruised findand cut form of
andrew sprouleBp roule who WAS tenderly
liftedjilted out otof thebe wagon on the quilt on
which hebe hadbad been lying the first
wagon arrived at the hospital at
p rum and the last wagon containing
the terribly injured forms of alfred
EllinEllingsgefordford and samuel hadfield ar-
rived at a little past eight

the involuntary and half suppressed
cries and groans of anguish from tothe
poor mangled men as they were lifted
trfr m the wagons was heartrending
Dicdickoretore bardou antiand joyce who were
in attendance dressed theabe wound sand
placed the men on comfortable cots and
carried them into their respective
wards andrew sproule was found to
be badly outcut and bruised especially
about the headbead the most dangerousdanue rous
injury toIs about the side which is badly
bruised

alfred EllinEllingsgefordford is outcut about the
face and bad tilehis left leg broken in
two places below the knee saml
hadfield tois badly injured about wetoe
abdomen and small otat the back he
was placed on a cot and was in such
pain he could hardly breanne nick
Lieltimen was terribly mangled and
bleeding when brought in but it
was impossible to ascertain the extent
of mehis injuries the doctors ex-
pressed the opinion however that all
five of the injured men would recover
and itif they did succumb itil would be to
internal the condition of the
last twotwe named seemed most serious last
night G N stetson and a number of
others were injured by flying
not serious Viti culb to to require medi-
cal
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