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THE DESERET

WEEKT.Y.

eeeing tbe remaios of her busband.
fibe wae completely distracted with
grief, and it was only with tbe greatest
difficulty thatl she was jdjssuaded from
descending into Lhe basemeot and wit-
neesing ftbe awtul sight. The bodies
had not been dressed st thasl' time.
E'riends Look ber under their care and
conducted her from the building. Mrs.
Moran, who is about to become a
motber, Ja prostrated with griel.

The news of hef busband’s late was
broken to ber about 3 o’clock this morn-
ing, but she surmiced the canse of bis
abaence hefore that by the conversa-
tion of neighbore.

A young maen (rom Provo recognized
the remaius of Kemptlon, but bis rela-
tive bave not yet been beard from.

AL2p.m0. Toureday the tollowing jury
was empaneled by Coroner Hall, and
the inquest began: A. A. Weuger,
Chbatles Welct and Ace Farley.

Chilet Eogineer Buapnister, wbeo
queetioned tods y for his version ol the
awiulaflair, replied that the acconot as
publiched in this morning’s Biandard
was 80 Dearly correcttbat it was enb-
atantially accepted as being afficial.
The ead pseirative in detail ls as fol-
Jowe:

1: weas reported in the canyon thal
Hadfleld wup amoog the dead, He
wan severely wounded but js 8till
Yiving.

The terrible catastropbe occuftred
about 400 yarde above Lbe fliet bridge
inelde the canyod on the sile of the
blg cut through the poinot of cliffs that
rise bundreds of feel from Lhe river.
‘Two gaoge of men were at Work at the
time and 83 wWork was about to olese
for the day the flpal preparatfons for
putting In a big biaslt wae belog bur-
ried. Foreman Moran kad persenal
chorge ol the work snd wastamping
the blust a8 the powder wae Leing

- poured into the hiastiny bole. ‘The ex-
plosion esme like a thunderclap and in
an Instaot the eideof the mountain
upheaved, and when the emoke cleared
,Away men, rocks, earth and debriv had
heen burled down the mounatald side.
Moran, Kirkman, Weaver and Kemp-
ton were killed inatantly. Jefl Ruby
expired while Leing laken to tbe bos-
pitul,

The cause of the awful explosion fe
£upposed to have been what is known
among rook workersas a “hol hole.”
Thut ir, the cavity Juto whioh the pow-
Jer wape pinced j8 supposed to bave re-
tained eufliclent beat from » former
blast Lo iznite tbe powuder. It je the
custom smMong Costraptors to **apring”’
the rock with giant powder before put.
ting in the bluet of black powder. The
rock had been sprung toree times yes-
ferday, twice in ithe forenoon and once
in the alterncoo. Tuetheory which a
mumber of the workmen accept ag the
pauee )8 thet the bole or cavity was bot
enough to explode the black powder.
Anvotber theory 1s tbhat Lhe explosion
wae Lbhe result of Inmplog the powder
with an iton epoon. This, huwever, le
acouted, as it s claimed by some of the
workmen that Moran was doing the
tampiug with a wooden tswping stick,
while others 8ay he was usiog an iroo
spovu. However, thal wiliever remajn
a myslery for poor Moran wae the only
man who kpew. 'The wooden stick was
tound upon the dump and the spoon
was picked up about Iwenty teetf 1rvm
where the body of . Moren was lodged

in tue rocke, SiHl sapo her theory is

that it was not imposeible for a spark

-of ire to bave remained in Lbe bole

frooi the former blaste and that the ex-
plosion was caueed In that way.

There ware from thirty to forly men
al work within a few feet from tbhe
blast and the wonder is that more
were not kliled. Awns soon ss the men
could sepee what bad happened all
bands hastened to extricate the bodies
from their wedged povsitione in the
rocke. Moren, Kirkmsn and Kemp-
too were thrown over 200 feet almost
upon the bapk af thbe river. The otber
dead and wounded were Jodged in the
debris nearer the soene of the ex plosion.
The desd snd wounded were oarried
agroes the lool-bridge which spane the

river at this point and placed
in wagons that had been impro.
vised imto ambulapcer. ‘The uesd

were (eken to Richey’a updertak-
ng establishment. The wounded were
“enl to the city hnepital, wbere they
were cared for by Dre. Joyce and Got-
don.

Moran and Kirkwan were foremen.
Bulb gange under them were at work
in the immeoiato violnity ol the biast.
Moran, who is ap experienced ocon-
tractor, was personaliy placlng tbe
blart. He bad Lhe reputation of being
a careful and caatious blaster. He bas
beenjin the employ of the Power Dam
eompsny eince the work was firet
starteu.
married rbout a year ago, lives in this
city, Willlam Kirkman’s home
ie st Five Pointe where hls fami.
Iy, consleting of a wife and {four
colldren, rezide. G. Weaver came up
wilh the last equad of men who came
from the soulh, but bis conneetions or
bome gould not be learned. Jeft Ruby
Iived In Huntsville and waes unmar-
ried. Nat Kempton s reporied ss be-
ing from Provo, but the report could
nol ke verifled. Moran, Kirkham,
Kemplon and Wesver were terribiy
uruieed aAnd woonded. All bad Lheir
skulls crnebed and there wae hardiy a
bone in thelr bodies that wus Dot
brokeo. Jef! Ruby lived sbout un
bour aod a balt after the explusion.
His head wnd body were cut and
brnised and he wap loternally lojured,
The wonnded are burt in varicus ways
and peafly all bave either broken arme
of lege. Bproule and Hadfleld are in-
tornally injured. BStetson had bhis arm
craehed at the ejbow,

Andrew Hproule Is from Washing-
ton Cily, Washington county, Utan.
He bas been altending school at
Piovo during the winter and came

up with tbe compsny that arrived
ten days ago. His wile and [smily
afe &l present o Bpanjsh  Fork,

Eillingstord comés from dlorgan City.
Hadfield 18 froms Provo where he 1s
well-known and where his foike reside.
Leapan and BSteteon also are from
Provo.

The rugged clifls wbere the accident
cccurred presents u desolute appear-
aoce. The rocke fut out from the
mounntaln side e¢old and lifeless v
towerlog erage. The pipe tine i3 about
260 lvet above the river and toe ragged
precipices are almost Iwpregnable.
‘Tne maes of debris tbat now marks
the @scvue 0of who'vanie desiruc-
tlon  wight esslly be taken for
a rock -slide, B0 common in wesl
ern mountaine. There is a ghoulehb
cavily in the eheer oliffs where the
tatal blast was exploded and on the

His wif., to whum be was’

sharp rocks is spattered the life blood
of the men #o oruelly croshed to death.
Boraps of clotbhiog, bhals, coats and
vests that were on the dump, are grue-
some remindera of the awlul scecident.
Toduy the sun will sbine brightly over
the ¢ baetly ecene and the waters of the
river will flow turbulently on, but not
from the bleak pesks of granite and
zoelss or the roaring muele of ths
mmountaln stream wliil be tola the sad
story of the brief reign of the angei of
dealh. Comrades of the fated men will
look upon the ecene and live over and
overl sgain in keenest memory the aw-
ful exrerience which made human life
a playthlng,

tue amvunt of powder in the blast
is Dot accurately koown, though it Is
estimated to bave been between twelve
and fiteen kege. This amonnot woald
be consldered retber a large bigst. The
method of blasting I8 known ae
“s‘cburn® bisste. A hoie is Grst drilied
into the 20ild rock and is enlarged by a
stick of giant powuer, This je known
as “apringing’’ the hlast. When the
bole bas been made sufficientiy large
to bold enough black powder desired,
it Is lejl for eeveral hours in orjer to
allow it to cool. Then the blegk powder
ie put lo. 1o most cases the hole will
become clogged while heing Alled and
it is necessary to poketbe powder down
with a atiek of spoon.’ It s woderetood
that the bole was almost fijled whben
the disaster occurred. ALl the fatal
moment one of the men who was killed
was carrylog the last keg of powder tv
gut in tbe blast.

The desd and wonnded were oarried

down in the benvy springless two-

borse wagons used fof moving ecamp
supplies, et¢, Tne first wagon to af-
rive at the hospital contained tho dead
body of Dan Moran and lying bedlde
bim was lbe bruised and cnt form of
Andrew Bproule, who was tenderly
lilted out of the wagon on the quilt on -
which be bad been lying, Tune first
wagoen arrived at the bospltal at 7:30
p- m, and the lssl wagon, containlng
the lerrlbly injured forme of Alfred
Euingsford and Samuel Hadfleiy ar-
rived at a little past elght.

The involuntaty and half suppressed
cries and groaone of angulsh from the
poor mangled men a8 Lhey were lifled
fr m the wagon® was heartrending.
Ductors Gordon and Joyce who ware
1n altendance, dressed the wouodeand
placed the men oo comforiahle cota and
oafried Lhem into their respective
wards. Anudrew.Bproule was found to
be badly cut and bruised, especially
abeut the besd, The most dancerous
injury fe aboul the slde which i8 hadly
bruised.

Alfred Ellingeford i{s cut about the
face and had nls left leg broken in
two places below the kpee. Bam?l
Heudfield is badiy injured about the
abdomen and small of ibe back. He
was placed on a oot and wes in such
pain be could bardly brealne. Nick
Lebmen was terribly mangled and
bleeding when brought ipn, but it
was impossible to sscertain {he extent
vof bis iojuries. The doclors ex-
pressed the oplolon, however, that all
five of the lojured men would recover
and if they did swecumb it would be to
internal 1njurier. The condlilon of the
isst Lo named seemed most serigus fast
night. G. N. 8tletzon and a number of
otlrers were Injured by flylng rocks but
Dot serious gogugl Lo to require wedi-
cal aid.



