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‘be universally recognized s common-
wanlth firmly determinsd to follow the
psth of progrees which leads to dolog
good to sil men.

—_—

SWEDEN AND NORWAY.

The epecial Btookholm correspondent
ol the NEwS, in bis letter poblished
ejsewhere in these columne, glves 8

translation of what miay be regarded
as the ultimatium of King Qsoar to the
left wing of the Norweyglan Btoriing
and the reply of tbe leaders nf that
party, oo tbe questions .of diff:rence
betweey the two Boandioavian kiug-
dome. XKing Oecar lately, notwiih-
staoding the fact that the radicals
scarcely held their nwn in the Jast elec-
tione, has taken the poweition that the
coneular question should be settled in
an amicanle way by represeplalives
bf the two couptries. In scoord-
apce with tile view, he now stales in
a Jetler to the presldine otficer of the
Btorting, Mr. Bivert Nielsen, thatno
nplon between independent countries
cab be reudered sale without mutual
complajsance and that tho msjority of
the legialative assembly should not re-
fuse tp pegotists when a chapge in
mputual relations existing since 1814 is
oontemplated.

To this Mr. Nielsen, for hle party
wvidently, replies tbat the Bt.riing
olalme the right nf each couulry to
manage for leeif asll  =aifairs not
designated 88 mutual by the Aglt of
T nlop; the radicals will therefor *“*not
repudiste wegotlations aeccordiog to
thies pringiple, betwexn the two king-
doms.”
= This reply, whblie apparently ocon-
ciliztory apna loysal, will undoubtedly
be regarded ae a refusal to enter-wpon
any negotistione oo 1he particular
question at frsue, beonuse the msjirity
of the Btorting bas =il along msain-
taived tbat the cooeular sand diplc-
mstio service of Norway lanot a matter
of **mutus)’® congern. To ecter upon
negobiaticns with the opponents on
£hat sut jeot would, contequently, be a
virtual retreat on the part cofthe left
from the positioc now beld. A nud the
leadere ¢f that movement in Norway
are uol RKnown to give up seny ad-
wantage yotll compelled te do so.
f4tvert Nielsen s a fair reprerentalive
of bs promineot wen of the parly to
whlch be belongs. He was, If we rt-
member rightiy, & leadiog spirit of the
judicizl body that impeucbed and con-
vioted the Belmer cabinet a few years
a0 Al an early stage of tbhe present
.controversy, and that by the mnst ex-
d¢rsordinary metbode. No comgromise
is probable an long 48 the fale of the
Heopdinnviap union depends upon men
a0 deridedly radical.

As the matter now ainpnde hetween
Sweden and Norway, a crlsis scems
imminent, but whal the figal outcome
will be Is not 'yel apparent. The
renl question at issue s whetner
Norway ehnll be allowed to tecede and
«glablish a republican form of govern-
ment. Of cuurse, so far, oo wslingle
individual norany organization could
openly come out with a declaration to
thet effect, becauses that would be
treaeon ib 8 mooarchisl country. But
all the labor of the lefi party has.bad s
tendency 1o thut direction for yesre,
Privately republican doctrines have
been dilssemineted and openly ooe

support after another of the uuiting
bridge between the two kingdoms has
been torn down, on the plea that the
constitution of Norway oould in no
other way be maintsined, This re-
markable feat of eatablishing a re.
public on the foundstions and with-
in the )imits of & const'tntionsal
monarohy is the problem tbe lelt hae
undertaken to solve. Bo far their suo-
cesk bss been phenomens]l and juati-
fles perhaps thelr expectatizn of fnal
trinmph io the near tuture.

———

ABOUT LENT.

———

A pe'rlod of forty daye before Easter,
commencing with Ash Wedpeaday, is
known in the Roman church, aa fe

virtually the ssme part of tbe year in
the Greek and Orlental churches, as
Lent, The werd is of Auogio-Baxon
derivatlon and meaos simply;f‘spriog,’’
ar the (Ferman Lenz, but it is nsed se s
substitute for the ecclenirstical terms
Tessarakoste or Quadragesima, from
Greek apd Liatin worde respectively,
meaning forty. Duriog the sotire per-
fod the members of the chnrobhes men-
tioned are eupposed to fast. That
is, they ure to abstaio from esting flesh
and limit the guantity of foodtloa
minimum. Toey are to attend puhlic
worehip daily, with freguent partsk-
ing of the Bacrament, and pertlcularly
ou Balvrdaye and SBundsys, 1ocreased
Jiligenee in slmsgiviog and deeds of
obarity is oDe feature of it, whbile pub-
lic swmusements, particulsrly siage
plays, blitadey celehratione and mar-
riages are coomidered untimely, Of

coulse, the etrictpess with which the’

tast i» obsetved is very much relixed
from what it was anclently and varies
with the piety and religious coo-
scicusoess of different individuals, hut
thewe nre the principles recognized In
theory at least by the orthodox of the
weostern and essiero churches.

Ip soine of the Protesianl ohurches
the Lentisrelained on the ecolesiastical
cajendar and apecial prayers and texis
tor sermoLB are provided Lhe clergy tor
the edificatien of thelr audiences; but
an Lo (asting or abstalping from ceriain
kinde of {ood, that is Jeft to each iondi-
vitdunl. The soxiety of the relcrmers
to obliterate every trace of Romanism
in bhe Protestant cogutries led
them to sboliesh many spcient
customs 8nd tapting smoDg others,
In this conoecilon It e inter-
esting to nole the tenacity with whlch
traditions banded dowo from the past
[ive in the ranks of the pwople. lu
spme Lutheran countries it Je wtiil
customary during 1the Lient to add cwi-
tain kinds of food te the bill oliare,
On a partticular Monday, for justance,
vread and milk is eaten, and pancakes
is the proper thing ou A certaln Tues.
day in the meavon, just as eggn, the
sy mbol of the reeurrection, are Easter
tood, aud fish, the symhol of tbe
Havior, s cooeidered appropriste st
Christmas, because the lettersin the
@reek word tor fisbh (iclilfiys) are the
initiala 10 the origiual lapgusage of the
New Testament of the words, Jeeus
Christ, Gou?s Bon, Bavior. Thus tradi-
tions and custome after ceniuries atiil
llozer ampog the people, even long
siter the origioel meaning is * for-
gotten. Protestantiem sull retaine
much of Romenism, wbile this latter
has perpetusted anclient psganism, and
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Judaiem too, to a coneiderably Rrester
extent than Is generslly supposed,

Anto the origin of Lent, it capg ba
traced to the very early daye of th,
Churistian Churoh. At frst it BDpeary
only ne an slmost unlversally recog.
pnized custom of eetting apart some tHme
before the anniversary of the death op
our Lord for devoltional exercises snd
contemplntionOlesauﬂering-formnn,_
kinJ.To thedevoutdisciple it was impos_
sibie to combine euch meditatlon wigp,
feasting and geiety. The importange
Lo the individuel Christien of feeljy
the power of the stonement in pj,
heart as well 8a unders’suding the
doctrine was no doubt the fou odatipg,
for the practioe. Al laet forty (g
were fixed sa the proper length of timg
in commemoration of the forty days,
fast of our Liord and that of the tuwg
great men of the Old Dispensatiop
Moses and Ellish, It was also found
that forty daye, excluding four Byp.
days, would be a tenth part o1 the year
which, It was argued, was due to tpg
Lord, as tithes of everythiog Wers
by the Mossic law. The oustom uf
keeplng Lent le certsinly a ygp
apnclent one, aithough al present gy,
more than the name of it existe, Ty,
a few observe It in the right spfpig 1a
Do douht true,ns it 2 ulso that sugh gpq
venefited accordingly.

THE NEGRU S1DE.

Iu tbe NEWS dispatches last ovep-
ing (Maroh 5) was aD account of My
Ida Wells being excluded frop, a

Methodist meeting in Ban F"‘Dﬂiuc
because she had vot proved that Bho
was a member of the Methodialuhurche
Toe woman who & thus being give,
notoriety {8 w negress who former)
lived in the Sonthern Btistes, ang why
is enteriog into the reform movemeu?,
agalnst the treatment (o which negrpeg
afe subjecled there. She is an eloquent
speaker, and relates in gruphie Words
thestory of the condition of hey Inge
in the Bouth.

In her discussion, Miss Wellg
out many festures which wilj
terestiong to consider mathe ata
comiog from tbe negro slde 't)e,m:t?:
controversy. Regardlogtbe partigyjay
ucocurrences Which have led ip tpe
movement in behail of the golgrey
race—lhe ]y ncbiog of negroes for hejp.
ous offevses seainat white womnep—
Miss Wells { recalls tbat whep pe
masters of the slaves bad gone 1 bat~
tle during tbe Rebelllon, the negppes
were lefi on the plantations to progegy
the women and children. There was
then no complaint of these gyrgn]
crimes, wnich she claime are the gyj-
growth of the later conduct of the
white race, in 18 antagonlsm 1p the
black man., Bhe atates that gplored
women have suffsred more from the
criminel assaulls of whiter than ever
white women bhave from negroes, apd
10 every case the punishment l:;wled
out to the whiles bas beea Infipjtely
less thap to the negroes. She Iyriher
aljeges that the pilence of the North is
iargely responsible for the Iynchings in
the Boulh, for the suppression ¢t whieh
her race asks Lthe o¢o-operation of
moral and Christian people,

Miss Wells Insistse that goe graat
cauge of the trouble is that, although
the alaves were freed during the war,
ml ite cloge lhe Boutherners believed
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