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SWEDEN AND NORWAY

the special stockholmbolm correspondent
of the NEWS in hisbis letter published

elsewhere in these columns gives a
translation of what may be regarded
asan the ultimatum of king oscar to the
left wing of the norwegian
and the reply of the leaders of that
party on the questions of diffidencediff irence
between the two scandinavian king
clomp king oscar lately
mandina the fact that the radicalsradicale
scarcely held their own in the last oleo
bionetione has taken thebe position that the
consular question should be settled in
aimn amicable way by representatives
ofbf the twowo countries I1inn accord-
ance with this view be now states in
a letter to the officer of the

mr sivert nielsenNl elsen that no
uniononion between independent countries
canan be rendered saresafe without mutual
complaisance and that thoho majority otof

theithe legislative assembly should not re-
fuse to when a chance in
mutual relations existing since 1814 is

emulated
to toilshis mr nielsen for his party

evidentlyvldently replies that the statingstarting
claims the right of each country to

manage for itself all affairs not
designated as mutual by the act of
bunlot the radiradicalsrals will not
repudiate negotiations according to
this principle between the two king
blomsaboms
athisthis reply while apparently ooncon
olli story and loyal will undoubtedly
tojoe regarded as a refusal to enter upon
any negotiations on the particular
questionquest lon at issue because the majoritymjmaj rity
of the haobait all along main
talked that the consular and diplo-
maticmatic service of norway is not a matter
of mutual 1 1 concern to enter upon
negotiations with the opponents on
that would consequently be a
virtual retreat on the part of thebe left
irom the maltion now heldbold and the
leadersleaden cf that movement in norway
are not known to give up any ad
vantaothalto until compelled to do soBO

bivort nielsen Is a fair representative
of the prominent men of the party to
which hebe belongs he was if we re-
member rightly a leading spirit of the
judicial body that impeached and con-
victed the selmerbelmer cabinet a few years
ago at an early stage of the present
controversy and that by the mostmoat ex-
traordinarytraordinary methodsmethod no compromise
lois probable as long as the imofate of thehe

union depends upon men
so0o decidedly radical

As the matter now stands between
and norway a crisis seems

imminent but what the floalfinal outcome
wilirill be is not yet apparent the
ral question at issue tois whether
norway shall be allowed to secede and

a republican form of govern-
ment of course so far no single
individual nor any organization could
openly come out with a declaration to
that effect because that would be
treason ininsa monarchialhial country but
all the labor otof the left partypartty harshad a
tendency in that direction for years
privately republican doctrineii have
awen disseminated and openly one

support after another of the unitingnutting
bridge between the two kikingdom hash
been torn down onan the plea that the
constitution of norway could in no
other way be maintained this re-
markable feat of establishing a re-
public on the foundations and iabwith-
in the limits of a constitutional
monarchy isin the problem the left hasbaa
undertaken to solve so far their suc
cess has been phenomenalphenomena and justi
flea perhaps their expectation of final
triumph toin the near future

abour LENT

A period of forty daysday before easter
commencing with ash wednesday is
known in the roman church asan tois
virtually the same part of the year in
the greek and oriental churches as
lent the word Isie of anglo saxon
derivation and means
atar the german axlem but it is used asan a
substitute for the ecclesiastical terms
lessor ajoste or from
greek and latin words respectively
meaning forty during the entire per-
iod the membersmember of the churchesabu robes men-
tioned are supposed to featfast that
iip they are to abstain from eating flesh
and limit the quantity of food to a
MiDiminimumMUm they are to attend public
worship daily with frequent partak-
ing of the sacrament and particularly
on saturdays and dunsundaysdays increased
diligence in almsgivingalma giving and deeds of
charity is one feature of it while pub
lie amusements particularly stage
plays bli taday celebrations and mar-
riages are considered untimely of
course the strictness with which the
lastfast toIs observed tois very much relaxed
from what it was anciently and varies
with the pittypiety andaind religious con-
sciousnessness of different individuals but
these are the principles recognized in
theory at least by the orthodox of the
western and eastern churches

in some of the protestant churches
the lent is retained on theecclesiastical
calendar and special prayers and textstext
lorfor sermons8 are proviprovidedaed the clergy for
the edification of theirheir audience butbui
as to tastinglasting or abstaining from certain
kinds of food that is left to each indi-
vidual the anxiety of the reformers
to obliterate every trace of romanism
in the protestant omucountriestries led
them to abolish many ancient
customscustom and lasting among others
in this conneconnectionaLlon it is inter-
esting to note the tenacity with which
traditions handed down from the postpast
live in the ranks of the poodlepeople loin
some lutheran countries it tola botill
customary during the lent tota add coi
tsin kinds of food to the bill of iarefare
on a particular monday for instance
broadbread and milk is eaten and pancakes
is theliae proper thing on a certain
day in the season just as agn the
symbol of the resurrection are faster
loudlood and fish the symbol otof the
savior is considered appropriate at
christmasbrist mas because the letters in the
greek word lorfor qua ich thys aletheare the
initials in the ori giuaiusi languagelanguane of the
new testament of thebe words jesus
christ sonSOD savior thus tradi-
tions and custonsous alterafter centuries still
linger among the people even long
after the original meaning is for-
gotten protestantism still re taine
much of Buman rm while this latter
has perpetuated ancient paganism and

judaism too to a considerably grgreatergregaitegit
extent than it generally supposed

As to the origin of lant it can be
tracedtraded to the very early daysday of thehechristian church at first it appears
only as an almost universally
nihed custom of settingbetting apart sometimesome timbefore the anniversary of the death ofour lord for devotional exercises andcontemplation of his for ann
kindro thedevout disciple it waswaa imptonimpose
siblebible to combine such meditation with
feasting and gaiety the importance
to the individual christian of ceelinathe power of the atonement in hithiaheart as well as understanding ththedoctrine waswaa no doubt the foundation
for the practice at nat forty lavadaywere fixed as the proper length of timietime
toin commemoration of the forty daya
fast of our lord and that of the twotreat men of the old dispensationtionbofsets and elijah it waswaa alsoalao 19

foundaundthat forty daysday excluding four bundays would be a tenth part olof the year
which it waswai argued waswaa due to tbthelord asaa tishea of everything wereby the mosaic law the ofkeeping lent Isia certainly a ververy
ancient one although at present 1littleattly0more than the name of it exexist thata few observe I1it I1inD the Aright spirlspiritt toigno doubt it toie also that auala are
benefited accordingly

THE NEGRO SIDE

in the NEWS dispatches Isilaststeveneven
ing march 5 was an account of misaalias
ida wells being excluded from a
methodist meeting in sanban franciscoFrano laoo
because she hadbad not proved that shewas a member of the methodist churchthe woman who Is thus being given
notoriety isin a degrees who formerlyformer lw
lived in the southern states and whois entering into the reform movement
agai net the treatment to wwhichbleb negroes
are subjected there she Isia an eloquent
speaker and relates in graphic wordsthe story of the condition of her racerunoein the south

in her discussion miss wells pointeout many features which will be inte resting to consider as the statement
coining from the negro side of thecontroversy regarding the particular
occurrences which have led to tbinemovement in behalf of the coloredrace the lynchinglunchinglyn ching of negroes for hein-ous ofoftelensesnees against white women
missmine wells I1 recalls that when ththemattersmasters of the slaves bad gone to bat-
tle during the rebellion the dearonewere leftleac on the plantations to protect
the women and children there wagras
then no complaint of these awful1crimes she claims are the out-
growth of the later conduct of thewhite race in its antagonism to theblack man she states thattheA coloredwomen have sufbufferedfared more from thecriminal assaults of whites than evereveirwhite women have from negroes and
in every case the punishment metedouttoout to the whites has been infinitely
leeslem thanethan to the negroes she further
alleges that the silence of the worthnorth ifia
larlargelygelly responsible fir the lynolynch bingsings intherhe south for the suppression ofA whichher race asks the operationcooperationco of
moral and christian people

miss wells insists that one great
cause of the troublerouble is that although
the slaves were freed the war
attitsits close the southerners believed


