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Wednesday, Avgust 7th. I started
cut from my lodgings in Suva, Fiji, tor
a morning walk along the bay, and the
day being cool and pieasant I continued
on past the Colonial prison and the
Suva graveyard, the latter being situat-
ed about two miles north ol the cenoter
of Suva, near the point where the Tam-
avua river puts into the bay. The stream
looking so clear and beautiul, | ytelded
to the temptation of taking a bath, but
found the water rather cold, which is no
wonder, as this is Fijlan winter. The
Tamavua river is quite wide at its
mouth, but is not very long. From that
siream the Suva water works obtains its
supply of water.

Tnrough the courtesy of Henry Millen
Esq, the superiutendent of alt the
government prisons of the Fijian group,
I was shown through the entire prison

remises by the jailor, Mr. Fred Sabbin.
l}'he ground covers several acres, and
there are at present 175 male ana g fe-
male offenders incarcerated. Of the male
convicis three are whites and oneis a half
cast; the rest are Fijians and coolies
(natives ol Hondostan and the East
Indies.) QOnly eight are imprisonea for
life; most ot tbe others are in for short
terms, and about half ot them are sex-
ual ofienders—people who have been
convicted of adultery and tornicatiun
against whieh oflences there are very
stringent laws. Formerly, when a man
seduced his neighbor’s wile or daughter,
the husband oriather of tne woman thus
wronged would watch for an oppor-
tunity to club the offender to death, this
being the custotn of the couniry: but
since the English lairly got control of
the government this cusiom has been
abolished by law, and imprisonment,
varying in length Irom one to twelve
months, substituted in lieu thereot. Un-
fortunately this law is inoperative so far
as the whites are concerned. Mr. Sabbin
was of the opinton that white oflenders,
of which tbere undoubtedly are many,
bad succeeded so farin clearing them-
selves by paying certaio amounis of
money, as hune o them had as yet been
convicted or sent to Jail for sexual
crimes. The officers ot the prison—
there are at present a large oumber of
native sub-officers, two of whom are
women—sotnetymes have to resort to
siringent measures in order to preserve
peace in the huusehold. Thus | was
shown a regular Aogging post to which
offenders occasionally are bound, while
their backs are being lashed with a o.oe-
forked prison thong. The number of
lashes inflicted vary all the way trom
two to twenty and are administered by a
powerlul natve guard winle the
vicun is securely lied to the post by the
wrisis and ankies, his body leaning fur-
ward at an angle of about forty-five de-
grees. | onlysaw one prisoner in chains,;
he was a desperate Indian or coolie who
tried to escape from the jail a short lime
ago. The great majonty of the prison-
ers sleep in a roomy and well ventiated
buni-house, while the worst criminals
are locked up at nights in separate cells,
which are prepared in a smail adjacent
concrete building. The women prison-

ers occupy a small house by themselves;
and the Europeans also occupy separate
quarters.  All able bodied prisoners
nave fo work on the outside about eight
hours a day. They are mostly employ-
ed in making roads and around working
in the government buildings and in the
harbaor.

While strolling aloog in the neighbor-
hood of the graveyard, [ suddenly came
upon a small party of natives armed with
long sharp-bladed knives. For a mo-
ment all the horrors of cannibalism
rushed to my mind; but as they simply
smiled and shook their heads asIad:
dressed them in English, and made no
move toward seizing me,l soon hreathed
more freely and also discovered that
their long knives were intended for
cutting grass instead of human beings.
As they could understand neither Eng-
lish or Danish, neither my very limuted
stock of Hawailan words, and their
sounds tailing to make me either wiser
or better, we parted with similes ali
around, and after walking a short dis-
tance | sat down by the road side and

read the following {rotn Stanford's
*‘Compendium of Geography and
travel:"

The manners and morals of the Fijians
are in many respects those of a civilized
people; yet perhaps nowhere in the
wotld has human hfe been so recklessly
destroyed, or cannibalism been reduced
to such a system as bhere. Human flesh
wag ¥ * he Fijian's greatest lux-
ury, and not only enemies or slaves, but
somelimes even wives, children and
friends, were sacnficed to granfy it. At
great feasts it was not Uncommon to see
twenty human bodies cooked at a time,
and on the demand of a chiet for long
pig, which is their euphemism for a
humzn body, his attendants would rush
out and kiil the first person they met,
rather than fail to gratily him. No less
horrible were the buman sacrifices which
atitended most of their ceremonies.
When a chiel died, a whole hecatou.b
of wives and slaves had to be buried
alive with him. When a chiet’s house
was huilt, the hole tor each post must
have a slave to hold it up and be buried
with it. When a great war canoe was
to be launched, or to be brought home,
1t tnust be dragged to or Irom 1he water
over living human beings tied between
two p antain siems to serve as rollers.
Stranger slill and altogether incredibte,
were it not vouched for by independent
tesiimony of the most satislactory char
acter, these people scrupled nol to offer
themselves to a horrible death to satisfy
the demayc's of custotn, o7 to avoid the
finger of scorn. So firm was their beliet
in a future state, in which the actual
cundition ot Lhe dying person was per-
petuated, that on the lgﬁrsr. symptons of
vld age and weakness,parents with vheir
own Ir¢e comsent were buried by their
children. A missionary was actually
invited by a young man to attend the
juaeral ol his mother, who herself walk
ed cheerlully to the grave and was there
buried; while a young tman who was un-
well and not abre 1o eal, was voluntariiy
buried alive, because, as he himsell
said, if he could pot eat he should get
thin and weak, and the giils would call
him a skeleton and laugh at him. He
was buried by his own father; and when
he asked tobe strangled first,hewas scold-

ed aod told to be quiet, and be buried
like other people, and give them no

.| more trouble; and he was buried accord-

ingiy.

Thursday, August 8th. [ took a long
walk along the beach and around the
peninsula on which Suva is situated,
visiting on my way the large and com-
modious native government building
erected for the accommodation of those
Fijians who are in the employ of the
government. There are quite a number
of these bui'dings and nearly all the
male occupants have the tutle Buta
{chiel) prefixed to their names, some of
thetn being tmembers of the royal family.
As most of them could speak English {
bad po trouble to introduce myself to
some of the leading men who in turn
introduced me to others. Thus [ be-
came acquainted with Kadavu Levu, a
graodson of Cakobau (pronounced
Teakombat} the former king of Fiji, and
his two lady cousins, also grandchildren
of the late king, who were there ona
visit. The oldest of these girls, whose
name is Letio (Lydia) Cakoban ranks as
one of the prettiest women among the
Fijians, she -is nineteen years old and
about 1o be married to a young chiet at
Bewa., Her sister, Teimumu Vuikaba,
seventeen years old, is also a handsome
woman for a Fijian. Both rank as prin-
cesses. Through the courtesy of Kadavn
Levw, Mataitinu, the doctor and other
leading natives, I was taken into several
houses and introduced to a number ot
fatmlies, who all seemed very comfor-
table and everything about their dwell-
ings tidy and clean. Some of the houses
are 4o teet long by 25 feet wide and very
strongly bwilt. The interior is all one
room, but often as many as half a dozen
doors opens to the outside. The floors
are all covered with mats, and that part
which constitutes the bed is generally
raised a foot or so above the rest of the
floor.

In my walk I passed a large gang of
prisoners working on the road for which
some were quarrying rock and others
were packing these rocks on their heads
from the quatry or end of tramway to
such parts of the road as needed them.
It was a strange sight to see tbis long
striog uf almost naked nien walking in
single file with their heavy burdens; and
1t reminded me very much of the pictures
{ have seen representing the children ot
Israel in bondage In Egypt. Most of
the prisoners were Indians, but there
were also quite a pumoer of Fijians.

Further on [ came to an Indian village
containipg about two hundred tamilies,
who live in small, inconvenient and dirty
buts. They are people who were brought
in tothe country as contract or tnden-
tured laborers, and who aiter serving
their five years as such are trying to raise
rice or do something for a hiving till
another five years have passed, when
they are entitled to a Iree passage back
to india. I was told that most of them
avail themselves of this opporinnity,
not being pleased enough with Fijito
make it their permanent home. Find-
ing a young fellow who could talk a
little English, | was piloted by him intg
several touses where I had an oppor-
tunity of studying fur iysell the interior
arrangements of the houses of these un-
fortunate peop'e. ln gomng through the
village | seemed to arouse considerable
curiosily, as people were peeping out
from aimost every door; but I was not
molesied by anyone. I heard consider-
able boisterous language used in differ~



