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THE WHEAT FIELDS OF THE
ARGENTINE

rosario october 20 1898 rosario is
the chicago of south america it is
the chief wheat market of the argen-
tine republic it ships thousands of
tons of wheat corn and linseed every
week and within laa short time after this
letter is published hundreds of ocean
steamerseteamers will be anchored under its
bluffs loadingadlonglo this years crops for eu-
rope rosario is situated on the parana
river about miles toyby land from
buenos ayres it is three hundred
olles by water from that city and

about as far inland from the atlantic
ocean as pittsburg ocean steamers
sail for two lihundredundred miles up theithe rio
de laIs plata past buenos ayres into the
mouth of the parana fund then for
about three hundred miles up the river
to rosario the parana at this point
is a mighty stream it has many
wandsislands and it is very wide its channel
is so deep that steamers drawing six-
teen feet can reach rosario at any time
otof the year and they come here from
all partsparte of the world for grain

rosario itself iss one of the thriving
towns of the argentine it was founded
about years ago but wheat raising
in the argentine gave ttit a great boom
and within the last ten yeatsyears it has al-
most trebled its populationlatton it hasbas now
about people it lais well built the
streets crossing one another at right
angles it has good hotels daily news-
papers electricelectrlo lights telephones and

kg JH does a4 big wholesale and re-
tail buoibusinessneos but the moat of0 its money
comes from wheat
the warehousessex are along

and the wheat is I1 venture taken from
the carscare tto the steamers more cheaply
at rosario than at any other wintpoint toin
the world the land about here Is a
deep alluvial which has been
carried down from the mountains by
the streams of the rio dode la plata sys-
tem through this soildoll the parana hasha
putcut its channel to suchouch a depth that the
fluffsbluffs upon which the city stands weexe
gtat 1isasa seventy feet high they are

and rosario tote built clear
to their edgesedge sogo that the warehouseswarhousesbouses
are higher thenthan mhdth of the steam-
ers floating opon the river all gsgbjong the
banks of the river warehouses have
teen built they are made of gray gal
cantal iron they bayebate railroad
stacksft akotko aunnang between them and the
edge qtat the bluff asandd much foof the
wheatheal f ebach is carried in on the oars
ts transtransferredfOrred to the 6shipships without go-s
j fc into mhd warehousesWS the transfer

ff 11bachach shippingiss madeimade by gravity
mcanympany hasha a lorglong chute runningmaning
fromroromn the edge of the bluff andrfromronrom the warehouse itself down into
thehee rlriverver these chutes arere made inn

and are aa0o arrangedarranged that theytheir
urvaform a trough from the bluff
tight anto the holdsholdo a the steamersamers
etnieome oxof the chutes are sections ofdf iron
whichhach can be hung on vwireare cablescatoles mak-
ing an ironiran chute from the hold to the
warehouse so arranged that ttft m be
lengthened or shortened at willvill

the wheat is bagged on the farm theoarscars carry it to the edge of the bluff
and italian laborers take the bags and
pitch them into the chutes As soon
as maa bag touches the chute stit begins
to descend and it fairly gallops down
the inclined trough into the steamerBt eamer
the baags fly down one after the otherat the hate of several to the minute
andnd as you look at them they make you
think of an armyonarmy of galloping ricelandmimicecelandandyou remember the horde which at-
tacked the cruel archbishop hatto
in his island inn the rhineat harvest time the wheat becomes
congested attait rosarioRoaario the railroads
have more than they can dio to carry
the crop and almost all othe traffic
has to be suspendedsue there are not
enough cars for the business there
is here no such system of interchange
of cars lasas we have in the united states
one companascompanys cars cannot go over the
tracks of other companies the resultis that the wheat Is piled up in bags
ait the sta tlona and left there until it
can be shipped I1 saw budh piles in
different parts in the argentine As
yet thene are comparatively cewe ele-
vators and the caricariag rg forflor the wheat is
after th most wasteful methods there
are no barns in the argentine the
weather is such that the stock feeds out
of doors the yiyearar around ard only thefinfincSL of blooded ar kept un-
der coar M ny1113 of the workbork arrianimalsmals
artare not fodfed but have to roly upon
what they catican eat itsin the I1rapturea ture fields
the spilt it is that there is no chanicechance
firf T the banier to ststr fi14 wheat in
imms ananil liehe has totil artly upon theiho
roads for getting litdt to the marketsmarket s the
liandhand there are no grades to
speak of aradand the freight rates should
be I1low0w

I1 believe that argent ane wheat rais-
ing Is in its infancy twenty years ago
the wise men said chait grain could
never be grown to any extent the
Argentines were then importing nil
lions of dollars worth of wheat overyevery
year land the farmers who were pastur-
ing stock on wewt are now the princi-
pal wheat fields were eating flour
shipped from the united states and
chile today the argentine has to a
large extent the wheat trade of south
america it plants millions of acres
every year and litit producesgroduces from thirty
to eighty million bushels a season ac-
cording to the weather and to the in-
vasions of the locusts for the last
seven or eight years it has produced
from three fifths to four fifths of the
ahem crop of continent and today
litit is ohi wheat to the different
parts of southmuth america and to ismore
when the argentine has a good crop
the prices of wheat in the european
market are affected endand our fi

often get leba toror their cheak in con-
sequence in the pt year or 60 flour
mints have been opringing up and the

haaha now more than flour
mills many orof which useue machinery
importedItaiSmported from the united states I1
hadhaa ia fine bread lorfor myiny breakfasts at
puopuenoi ay ep as youpu can oretget at any
batolapt in bwy forork and as a iule the

flour used in the ArgerYtIve is as good
as any we produce 6 A great dealdegi of
argentine flour is shipped to brazil anduruguay and some Isia being sent to
europe T

the grain producing area of the ar-
gentine increases every year abt a
long dilme it was confined to the valleysvalle
of the paraparana and uruguay riveral andaad
ttit was supposed that wheat could only
be grown near these rivers year by
year however the faa ants have been
pushed farther back saidand the
lareaarea at present is as large asae that of
england landand franceFra jice it is said theathat
itif all the lands which are knowknewttg
be wheat lands were used and these
should produce a cropcro p otof temitem bushels
per acre the argentine clotild now pro-
duce oneione halthalf the wheat crop oft the
world

A nenear wheat region is that of the
south the argentine from to
south is longer than the united statesSt altes
during theathe past few monthamo I1 have
been away down in patagonia t1 have
traveled thousands of miles through
tillablelabletl grounds which have never been
touched by the plow three hundred
miles south of buenos ayres there is athriving seaport called bable blanca
there are big wheat warewarehousesbouges there
and the railroad men tell me thatthai 0they
have more wheat than they can handle
this wheat comes from the aftsouthernthern
proviovinicepr Twe of buenos ayres a province
which is enormous totim itiita ertem aaandaaddwhich is almost altogether composedcompoeedof good land just south of this re-gion there are vast pampas
scanty pasturage and usually toollookedceSupon as deserts through these dam
9pas run the two great rivers
and negro or iniin other Wwordsblack rivers I1 traveled tor ftflays aloag
these rivers iniia awafth itft Pof railroad surveyors themhd rivers haveea quantityquan of water the yaryoa troundaft saidandandtheir faufall laIs such as to malce
p for a wide saalong 1themfrom the kedesandes to the sea arltin thechevartt
ture there will be irrigated
farms that the isaidundis as rich as amy pant of colorado orutahubah or Califiornda and itsats settlement
and use is a quesauestloaaton of tunetime al-the welsh who have a0further south are growing wheat by trathey are now exportsex
boutboat tons eL year and thisthib has SUallbeen brownt onoin what until MOW Wwas thedesert sandssamu of Faltagonda about phosa-arto and elsewhere 1 lt this vancameyey otof theitheparamaarain theithe swsoil is a rich blaak lotom
from sixelx inches toito three feet deep ly-ing on a bed-oc flay all the a
for hundreds of miles above and belowrosario and comprising large 61the of buensuenina ayreayr 8suipefe and entre alos are composed biottatt soilgoll whwhichach is very goodglood for wheatI1 have never seen such poor fw
anywhere asaa is going on in the aggs
tine our own farmers are baabut these people are anak worsein the united states abe veragieof wheat per acre twig the00 bolecountry is fron twelve to thirteenbushelsbushel that of the argentine is not


