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THE WHEAT FIELDS
ARGENTINE.

OF THE

Rosarlo, October, 20, 1898.-—Rosario is
the Chicago of South America. It s
the chief wheat market of the Argen-
tine Republic. It ships thousands of
tons of wheat, corx and linseed every
week, and withln @ short time after this
letter 18 published hundreds of ocean
steamers will be anchored under (ts
bluffs loadlng this year's erops for Eu-
rope. Rosarlio i8 situated on the Parana
river about 200 miles by lapd from
Buenos Ayres. It 18 three hundred
mrlles by water from that city, and
about as far lnland from the Atlantic
ocean a% Pittsburg., Ocean steamers
sail for two hundred ralles up the Rlo
de la Plata past Buenos :Ayres into the
mouth of the Parana, and then for
about three hundred miles up the river
to Rosarlo. The Parana at this point
s a mighty stream. It has many
islands, and it is very wide. Its channel
is 80 deep that steamera drawing six-
teen feet can reach Rosarlo at any time
of the year, and they come here from
all parts of the world for grain.

Rosario itself 18 one of the thriving
towns of the Argentine. It was founded
about 175 years ago, but wheat raising
in the Argentine gave it a great boom,
and within the last ten years it has al-
most trebled its population. It has now
nbout 150,000 people. It §s well buwilt, the
streets crosging one another at right
angles. It has good hotels, daily news-

apers, clectric lights. teiephones and

apks, It does a blg wholesale and re-
wall business, but the most of its money
comes from wheat,

The warehouges are along the river
and the wheat is, I venture, taken from
the ears 1o the steamers more cheaply
at Rosarlo than at any other point §n
tha world. The land about here i3 a
deep alluvial epil which has been
carrled down from the mountains by
the streams of the Rlo de la Plata sys-
tem. Through thjs sofl the Parana has
cut tts ehamnel 10 such a depth that ¢he
bluffs upon which the city stands are
at 1aast meventy feet high. They are
pragipjtsils, nnd Rosarlo is budlt elear
to thelr edged, ®o 'that the warhouses
are higher than thé mrasts of the steam-
ers floating op the river. All qlong the
banks ©f the rlyer warehouses have
Been built. They are made of gray gal-
vanfzfd dromn. They haye raillroad
iracks running befween them and the
sdge of the bluff, end much ot the
wheat whigh s carried in on the cars
(s transferred to the ehips without go-
‘47 into the warehouses. The transfer
13 made by gravity, Bach shipping
tompany has a long chute running
from the edge of the bluff, and often
rom the waTehouse Gtself, down in{o
ihe river. These chutes are made in
ections, and are so arranged 'that they
grm a trough running from the bluff
pight %nto the holds of the steamers
fome of the chutes are séctione of irom
twhich can be hung on wire cables, mak-
fog an iron chute from the hold to the
warehouse, so arranged that it can be
lengthened or shortened at will

The wheat i3 bagged on the farm. The
cars carrty it to the cdge of the bluff,
and Italian laborers take the bags and
pitch them into the chutes. As soon
a8 a bag touches the chute it beglns
to descend, and it fairly gallops down
the inclined treugh into the steamer.
The bags fly down one after the other
at the hate of zeveral to the minute,
and a8 you look at them they make you
think of an army of galloping mice and
you remember ‘the horde which at-
tacked the cruel Archbishop Hatto
in his island 1n the Rhine.

At harveat tlme the wheat becomes
congested at Rosario. The rallroads
have more than they can do to earry
the crop, and almost all othe traffic
has to be suspended. There nre not
enough cara for the business. There
Is here no such system of interchange
of cars as we have in the United States.
One company's cars cannot go over the
tracks of other companies. The result
Is that the wheat Is plled up in bags
at the stations and left there until it
can be shipped. I saw such plles In
different parts in the Argentine. As
yet lhere are comparatively fewe ele-
vatars and the caring for the wheat is
after th: most wasteful methods. There
ure .o harns in the Argemtine. The
weather ig auch lhat the stock feeds out
of dewrs the year atound, and only the
finest of bleoded anlmals &ire Kept un-
der cover.  dMany of the wark animals
are nat fed. due have tos raly upon
what they can eat 1 the jasture flelds.
The repiit 18 that 1there 18 no chance
£ the fu nmer ta at-rs 1) wheat in
barng an.d he has te rely Gpon the oowli-
roads for getting it to the markets, The
land is level. There are no grades to
speak of and the freight nrates should
be low,

I belleve that Argenhine wheat rais-
jng ds in its infancy. Twen'ty years ago
the wise men sald that graln could
never be grown to any extent. The
Argentines were then Importing ml-
ljons of dollars’ worth of wheat overy
vear, and the farmers who were pastur-
ing stock on Whalt are now the princi-
pal wheat flelds were eating four
shipped from the Unkted States wand
Chile. 'Today the Argentine has (o a
large extent the wheat trade of South
America. Tt plants milljons of acres
every year and it produees from thirty
to eighty millicn bushe!s & season ae-
cording to the weather and to the in.
yvaglons of the locusts. For the Ipsl
seven or elght years it has produced
from three-fiftha to four-Ifths of the
whealt erop of this contlnent, and tvday
It is shlpning wheat to 'the diffcrent
ports of Bouth Amerlea and to Eutope.
When the Argentlne has a good crop
the prlices ©f wheat in the Kumpean
markets are affected and our farmers
often get leps for their wheat in con-
sequence. In the past year or so flour
nilts have been springlng up and the
Argenitine has now more than 600 flour
mills, many of which use machinery

fmported from the United States. 1
had as fine bread for my breakfuats at
Ruenos Ayres as you can get at any
"notel tn Ny York, and aa o rule the

‘Fe and Entre Rlos,

flour used In the Argentine is as good
us any we produce. A great deal ot
Argentine flour {s shipped to Brazil and
Uruguay, and some is being sent to
Europe.

The graln producing area of the Ar-
gentine Increases every year. For n
long time Lt 'was confined to the valleys
of the Parana and Uruguay rivers, and
it was supposed ¢hat wheat could only
be grown near these rivers. Year by
year, however, the farms have been
pushed - farther back, and the wheat
area at present ia as large as that ot
England and France. It la said that
if all the lands which are know to
be wheat lands were used and these
should produce a crop of ten bushels
per acre the Argentine could now pro-
duce omne-half the wheat crop of the
world.

A new wheat reglon fs that of the
south. The Arvgentine from north to
south s Tonger than the Unplted States.
During the past few months I have
‘been arvay down In Patagonia. I have
traveled thousands of miles through
tltable grounds which have never been
touched by ithe plow. Three hundred
miles south of Buenos Ayres there is a
thriving sedport called Bahia Blanca.
There are blg wheat warc¢houses there,
and the rallroad inen tell me that they
have more wheat than they can handle,
Thig wheat comes from the socuthern
province of Buenos Ayres, a provingce
which 1s enormous in Iis extent and
which is almost altogether composed
of good land. Just south of this re-
gion there are wvast pampas having
scanty pasturage and usually iooked
upen as deserts. Through these pam-
Pas run the two great rivers, Colorado
and Negro. or, iy other words, Red and
Black rivers. I traveled for days along
these rivers in company with a patty
of rallroad surveyors. The rlvers have
4 quaniity of water ¢he year round, and
their fall is such as ‘to make irrigation
possible for w 'wide distance along them
from the .Andes %0 the sea. In the fu-
ture there wili be Irrigated wheat
farms throughout that reglon. The land
Is as Tich as mny pant of Colorado or
Ubah or California, and éts settlememt
and use 48 vnly a question of time. Al1-
the Welsh, whe have a oolony much
further south, are growing wheat by ir-
rigationn They are now exporting gu-
bout 5,000 tons a year, and this hag afl
been growm on what until now was the
desert sands ol Patagonla. About Ros-
aric and elsewhere in this valley of the
Parana the soil 12 a rich, black loam
from s=fx lnches %0 three feet deep ly-
ing on o bed of clay. All the countr
for hundreds of mlles nhove gnd belov}vr
Rosavio and comprising large parts of
the provinees of Buenos Ayres, Sampa
are com
4his soft, which is very good ré,’?sﬁ.‘},e;tf

I have never seen such poor fa !
anywher a8 ls going on 15 the ATELTE
tine. Our own farmers are bad enough
but these people are Inflnitely worse.
In the Unlted States the average ¥leld
of wheat per acre , taking the whole
country, is from twelve to thirteen
bushels. That of the Argentlne ig not



