ation and final destructlon of the race,
if pot stopped. The Lord is endeavor-
ing to introduce among this people
principles of righteousness, that the
world may be saved from this condi-
tion, and delivered from the terrible
fate that awaits them, if they continue
to take the course they are pursuing.
Now when 1 look st my wifel wunt
to look at n woman who realizes the
responsibility that is upon her; as one
who oan share with me my -responei-
bility, and willbear with me, us far as
it lies in her power, the burdens and
rerponsibilities ol my household; and
who' 1s able to stand shoulder to
shoulder with me in bearing thls re-
aponsibility. ¢Mormonism* ls calcu-
jated to develop just that kind of
women; make them polf-reliant; give
them opportunitiesa to acquire and
possess knowledge for themselves; to
ain experience, to understand the
ruth, to learn to do business, and to
comprehend the rerponpibility of and
how to manage their familles. I think
this is a very proper thing. It is cer.

tainly more coneistent than the iden of’

making of & WOomaD a mere toy, a
mere ornament, 8 sort of boliday aflair,
a show window puppet, by draping
and adorning ber person and wasting
her {ime in idieness, in balis, theatres
and - parties, and relisving  her
of al]l responsibility of the family.
I thiok that 18 one of the
most polent causes of domestic un-
happiness, strongly tending to im-
morality and corruption, which are
destroying the foundations of society
snd preparing the world for destruc-
tion. That kind of spirit and thas kind
of habit [ am opposed to. 1 like to see
women enjoy life with every privilege
and :ight which they can consistently
desire, and I do not know of any biess-
ing or right that I would withhold
from them, I wuntloseethem enjoy
every privilege and bleesing, aud such
labors as will best quulliy them to help
bear ofl the Kingdom of God upon the
earth, and establish the priociples of
righteousness in the hearts of the chil-
dren of men.

Just as much depends upon you con-
cerning the progress of this work =as
upon the Elders. Of course you do
pot preach ae much as some of the
Elders do; butl can tell you that
I have seen aistera go  out
into the world on  vielis, and
they would accomplish about as much
good, and 1o some instances [Ar more,
than an Elder could do, in breaking
down prejudice, enlightening the
minde of the ignorant, in Dbringing
those that were sitting In Jdarkbess to
the knowledge of the truth and to the
light of the aoapel. And I believe it
would be u good thing if the sisters
could occasionally visit thelr relatives
in the Hast or West, or wherever they
came from, and carry with them the
spirit of the Gospel. | think they
would accomplish more good than
could be accomplished by the Elders
in some thinge: But it is not expeocted
thal women could gooul on miseions
as men tlo.

I am glad to be here, and to be asso-
ciated with those that love the work of
God. I belleve I love the truth, The
Lord has put it into my heart to love
this work; aud I love those who loveit,
and 1 wish to be associated with them
eternaliy. Therefore, [ rejoice with
you this mornitg, and I pray God lo

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.
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bless the Rellef Bocietiea throughout
Zion.

While coming up here this morning
with Aunts Zina and Bathsbeba, we
were talking -over the future of these
societies, snd Aunt Zina mentioned
that the seventeenth of next March
wouid be the anniversary ot the organ-
{zation of the Relief Bocicties by the
Prophet Joseph, in Nauvoo, and she
degired that something might be done
to commemorate thatevent. ltseems
to me it would be s proper thing for all
the socletier in all" the wards
of the various Btakes of Zion
to meet together in their associa-
tions, and all the soceties of the City,
in a place like this (the Tabernacle),
and the sisters in the outer settlements
meet together, and let them get up
at,d work to a programme, and have a
time of rejoiging. One thing,it strikes
me, as An nppropriate thing, to do on
the occasion, would be to have some
one in each society get upan ossay or
historical sketch on the erganization
of the Relief Socleties, giving a his-
lory of them from the day they -were
organized. And wome of thess could
be published, giving a history of the
assuciations and the good that has been
and is being done by them. Thiswould
be a good thing to doj und I think it
would meet the approval of the Presi-
denecy of the Church. It will be fifty
years the ] 7th of next March singe the
organization of the Rellef Bociety; and
it will be your jubilee. ‘

We were also talking about building
in some central place—say in Balt
Lake City or Ogden, or in each of
these places,—a hull where you could
hold your conferences and your society
maeetings. And build it upon a plan
that would be self-sustaining, so that
sou would pot have to call for
contributions from the eociety to
pay rent or taxes. But bulld a goed
society hall; the lower atory would
rent and bring in something to help
the poor. 1 do motpee why it would
not be as profitable to do thls as to en-
ter into making quilts, or to go around
and coliect meansa in order Lo feed and
clothe the hungry aud naked, If you
could build, eny in Balt Lake City, on
astreet where business is growing, a
plece of ground conld be ygot now at
reasonable figures; the fncrease in the
value of the Jand would be equal to the
taxes. And besideshaving & place for
meetinge of your own, the buillding
being convenient for renting for stores,
for sociai re-unions, ete., would briag
¥ou in a handeome revenue by and bye
1o help the cause along. It looks to me
as though that would be a profitable
thing to do.

We have come here to etay. “We
came wiillingly, because we had to.”
We could not helpourselves. We had
no other placeto go. And the Lord
has preserved us bere, 8o far, and we
have grown so big or numerous that
I do not see how we are golog to be
ousted., We are going to take root on

+! the tops of these mountains and spreay

out, We are spreading out on the
north and south, and are running over
the borders of the United Btates into
Mexicoand Capada, and on the east
we are sprending out Into Wyomiug
and Colorado; and on the west we
would apread out into that desert a
little more if il were not that we would
he eaten out by taxes in that oor
ittle sagebrush Btate.. 1f it had re-

mained a part of Utah it
would bave besn a prosperous
couniry today. But it was turned
over to speculators, and they have kept
the people away from it unptil it Is =
poor little wesakling, scarcely able to
bearits own burdens. But some of
our people are there in Nevada, snd
our children are growing up, and still
they are asking for more room; and’
they will keep on growing, Aand we
must have room equsal to our numbera.
The land is broad, and the Lord is
rmoereiful to us, and we will poesess our
inheritances, not sell tbem to specula-
tors and boowers if we can help fit.
I think the Latter-day Bainis have
been exceedingly unwise in many of
these matters. But the Lord will over-
rule everything for the good of. the
righteous if they will keep His 8pirit
aud hopor Him. 1 -

If these are facts, why not lay the
foundation? We who ure old ean do
but little elge than to lay the founda~
tion for our children, and let us begin
to plan in our minds tolay the foun-
dations broad enough, =0 that our
children will not have o tear them up
and begin to rebuild them. Presideng
Young wae 8 man jnspired of God, and
bis mind was broad and coinpre-
hensive. Wae see in all the progress of
Utah his handiwork—ihe master hand
of God exhibited in what he did, And
8o also wae it with Lhe Propbet Joseph
=mith. He laid the foundations of
this work on the broad basis of eternal
progress. We .have room tp extend
until we fill the whole earth with the
knowledge of God and His truth. The
foundations Ilaid by God through
President Young are good for uato
huild upen; and there ia not mueh
chance for us to improve on the found-
ation thus laid.

And In our new enterpriaes, w hatever
we do, let us get the inepirstion of the
Almighty; and when we plan, let us
plan for the future as well as today; so
that what we do may not be lost in
after ages, but be good for all time to
come, that our children after us may
say, “‘Our fatbers builded better than
they knew,?” and they will give us
credit for building well upon the foun-
dations which have been laid for us. Liet
us luy our foundations in truth and
virtue,in honor and integrity, in purity
and righteousness; then our children
will have plenty of room and a solld
foundation to build upon.

May God help us toso bulld and lay
this foundation is my prayer. Amen.

In the afternoon meeting of the con-
ference of the Relief Boeieties of Weber
Btake of Zion. December 17, 1891, tbe
following remarks were made by

PRESIDENT JOSEPH. F. BEMITH.

[t ip entirely unexpected on my
part to be called upon to address
you again toduy. And in attempting
to do so I desire sincerely the attention
and the faith and good desires and.
prayers of the Sainta that are as-
sembled. Every one who addresses a
congregation of Latter-day Sainte jeun-
der the Decessity of porseesing to some
extent the inspiration of the Almighty
and the light and guiding influences of
the Holy 8pirit, in order to instruet and
edify the Baints, It is impoasible for any
one to administer ppiritual food to the
Latter-day Baints unless he Is endowed
wilh that epirit. I therefore ask and
deelre an intererl in the faith and



