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“the train at 5:40 p. m., and takipng
them  back agaio to lhe pext
$:40  train, i they wlll Dpotify

bim 8 day ortwo in advance, and take
it out in preachiny. Op the 4th we
took Lratp to Messa City, “We passed
over the Gila river on piles—a broad,
flat mareah apd ooply s [ittle water.
"Pnis was a rather aninviting saleratoe
-eountry unlil s very prelty open
wountry comes to view, Then we
reached whut I choose 10 call the cac-
tunstrees, Here and there they stand as
sentioels, reachlog ten to twenty feel
filgh. [ have a piclure ¢f one that
xesches foriy-five feet high., Theee
%reea Jock lovely when In hloom.

After walting for two changes, tiring
one almost nul, we came to Mesa Oity,
& laod of oracges, lemoue, fige, grapes
and mauy good thinge, [ took part fu
& Priesthood meeliog In taois city of
Baloly, apd oo Sunday beld four meel-
loge, 1uclaving a Beveniy’a meeling,

Ou Monday L sm to ride fu & carriave
eigiteen miles 1o Progaix—a peat city
of ahout 5,000 or 6,000 peuple,0l w hich,
with the numerous canals =nd great
‘8ajt river valley upd one grove of the
zagtus trees, I wil! bave more to eay
-Bereafter, EDW ARD BTEVENSON.

THE HOLIDAYS IN FLORIDA.

GREENVILLE, Madlson Co.,
Fis., Jau. 9, 1898,

Florlda js not alwsys & hed of
Mowers, yor bulfew mobptha pask
which do not see her ¢lothed i green
and crowned with nature’s amiles,
wild flowere, Jusi bow tne plessure
ol this Jand is not In green flelde,
flowers and songe of birds, tut rather
within doors and around the biszine
Mire, especislly where are to be found
Atleaiive lisleners to Lhe earhest words
of the Eillers as they poriray the
benulles of the Gospe),

Chrlstmae Lime has come apd gooe
for the year nuw past, ana with it the at-
tepdaut joye for the eblldren and Its
quots of cares for thv older heade, The
old adage Is verified, 'Suo excellence
Wwithout labor,” for »e with the family
of the Wedl e0 8lso with the tamily ol
the Bouth, (v takes ap effort o mrke
Zhe hollday 1qual to the past evenis of
which it fa o memorlal. Long eslab-
dished custom bas muade this particular
timeons wWhen familles upite {p the
Hestivities of the ooccasion and mapy are
the thoughte concerning the absent
©ne; still more fervent are the desires
for ule wellare cherlebed in the heart,
w hife the abaent ope recalls the happy
‘scenes of toe home circle; does n«t thi-
<ome home to lhe Mormon Elde?
JBe thet as It msy, memory is still
freehh of the bappy times just passed,
Bnd though they be far from home they
were made dear by the kipdhese lep-
dered us from warm heart,

Cnristmas day found gathered al
4ireenville, in Maoison county, Iia.,
seven out of our little baoi of elghteen
having et by chauce, Elders Jos. A.
West and Wiley Nebeker had just
<corme {rom Leon county the day pre-
vioue; Elders F. Cutier and F. 8miib
+bad reluroed alter s two weeks® Lour, to
#pend 8 few Jdaye amoog [rlends:
Elder E. L, Black, who was awaitlng
the recovery of hiseyer; Eiset H. C.
Blooy, who had arrived but o few daya
previous from Utab, sand Elder L. W.
ilsund, who had arrlved put the day
‘betore frow the asme place, participate

ed in a hearty reunion. A Priesthood
meeting was beld, the feellogs of the
Eidera were sounded by the expression
of Lhelr rentiments, revealing 8 heaftby
and growiog interesi in the work.
Cuptain Griffin’s hotel received our al-
tenlion next; it was a matter o! bus!-
uers, strictly eo, The roast lurkey
800D looked the worst for the warfure
bul it remaiped ap unsetiled guestion
a8 to who suflered mnst tn the epd,
The pext day brought business, but I
have vot told you alf yel, The follow-
Ing Sunday two meetiogs were held,
at which were good =sudjences. The
privcipies of the Goapel were dwell
upoD; the result was up sddition to omr
list 01 friepds, thus fortifying our @iuse,

On December 3lat Presluent Joe. A,
Wesi aod Elder Fragk Cutler left Mr.
Aaron Lovait of Jeffereon county for
Mr. Wm. Bradley*s, of Lison county,
Fia., some Lhirty-s=ven milea dislan?,
Qo the eve of the New Year two morfe
Elders joiped the ocircle sround Mr.
Wm. Bradley’s cheerful fire, whioh
oircle had aiready heen lpcreassed by
the presence of E!ders H, C. Blooj,
Wiley Neheker, Jos. Larson and C.H.
{iiheov. Thle meeting wae not unex.
pected, for previuns to this our hosat
had exacled the promise of aim2
spend Lhis parlicular day wilh bim.
The only shadew which seemingly
could have lingered upon our worthy
trlend?’s face was that mora had ool
ocome,

Tonut New Year's day, so full of joy,
merriment sad deilght, is not eoon to be
forgotten by Lhose presect, Hunting?
Yer, anud preaching, loo, Were indulged
I, while the plght wae carried with a
pigh hand. The crownlog fealure ol
tbhe Jay from which was dsted all the
day’s preceedings was the dloner, a
table lavishly spresd with a!l that one
ahould wish for,

Eider Joseph A, West, the preridont
o! the Florlds conferencs, ia traveling
from county lo coupty visliing with
the variouw Kiders, giving counsel nod
atrengthepning them apd holdlog meet-
ings.  Prior to Ogtoher 1, 1895, this
wae & oranch of the Bouth Alabuma
couference, apd all Elders assembled
at Crenshaw couply lor conferspce oo
July 20ih and 2lst. -

Bolween the above pamed dates T4
haptisms were performed, Crenshaw
coupty, Als. seeming to he the cev-
tralization of buth good labors apd
goou frulle, for of the 74 baptlems she
clajms 268 as her portlon, besides 17
onildren blessed and one Bunday schoot
organized.
tabor it would bs unjust nofto meotion
Elder Joseph 8. Geddes, president o)
the South Alahama conference, as alev
Joseph A, VWest whose untlriog efforte
are commendabie,

Frcm a hranch whose life apd bBeslth
are s0 upparent wae clipped ithe Florid.

iwig. Bhe embraces all Western,
central and esstern Florida and
the  southern part of Guorgis,
QOne brapeh of 1ihe Church

fs already orgapized In Libarty county;
eight rew couulies have alresdy beeu
opened snd the work ie steadlly au-
vauciog. Eilders Joe. Liaraon aod Q.
3. Gibson have baptized two per:cos
apd have some oibrr warm Iriecds;
likewise are tie Eiders of Jeflerson
aud other couaties blessed.

We alfe notas old a8 our sister ¢on-
ferences hut hope by diot of Jabor o
prosper, Wofeei tnat{od {e over all

In coonection with this,

and that He blesses His servants who
srg humblr, Persecution follows ug
closely bul *“ao perzecuted they the
Propbets?! befors ur. Concerning the
oppotition manifest toward us mmany
reporis have gone out, Rumors have
reached us that Xlders Culler sud
Bmith, of Madison county, wers
mobbed ap! riddep on s rall out of the
aounty. ‘This nnd all ctber reporis
mpiying harsh treatment are unirue
as [ar as the writer’s knowiledge ex.
tepds. Nolhing grester hag happened
thap a threateped dlaturbapce of one
ol gur meslings, which was quslled by
our !rlepde.

‘ihie fleld has suffered one severe
blow whlch bhae burt us lhronehoug
lhe whole couference; two Eiders
hnve been foreed to posipone thelr
work apd Jesve the clty of Tal
iahagage. Tuois W ne on the
aiteroatlve ot 2 fine of $200 and im.
prisonment,. The eenliment of the
oitizens gould scarcely be ju favor of
Lhe action, §n faci, from whal we can
learn, it 1a Bot so, We yel euterlaln
strong hopes of finiching the work and
galtberipg vnt the bonest In beart de.
splte the powers ot darkness whioch
seem constantly nlert. (God apd one
man are s msjority, and bhefore the
yreal and dreadiul day of the Lord
comeslbhe warniog Wwill be carried to
all. Earcest lahor brlogs sure reward;
the fruits of individuat effort are grati-
fylng lo every servant of God, and to
ve up iostrumeut in carrylog ealva.
tion to noneet souls is a8 crowniug joy;
for be then eha!l be couated a savigr
on Mount Zion,

Your colanorer 1o the canse of trutb,

FrRARK CUTLER.

A CALIFORIAN ON PROHIBITION,
DrYTOWK, Amandar Co., Cal,,
Jauusary 13, 1898,
As ihe firat rules under the constitu-
tion of the Biale of Ulah wliil have
much to Jdo in shaping jte future, [
wieh lo 88y & word 1o those ipterested
in that importapt duly~—what we have
had to contend againat out hers in the
3.lden 3 ate the last lorty-five years,
hecause we did not start righbt. We had
rear that wine 18 s mooker, and eirong
drink ie raglng, sad whosoever is
Jesceived thervhy ls pot wise, but the
old pioneers out bers thought It wasa
mistake, so thousanda of our best
valley lands went into vineyarde, and
miillons of mopey was Invesied devel.
oping the bueinese, the effect of which
s now tound in every home in thls
state. Acoording to the reporte of our
criminal records; the source of a vast
amount of expenee and humap sofrow,
18 the uge of atroog driuk, caueing
pinety-five per cent. of the crimes and
slxiy-five per cent, of our taxations.
As (o 1ne constitutiopallty of probi.
bitiou hy the wili of the people, there
i no further doubt sfter reading the
decisions nf the different supreme
courts rullog oo the csse, Anud uow,
in behalf of the millions who are
watching {0 see what thls pew Blate
wiil do with the moet important of all
questiope—lor [ know that bumanpity,
wilh sll 1ts tears, with &ll ils hopes of
talure years ie haogiog hreathlesd on
its fate, Bume might aay it failed in
Maloe, although James (3, Blaloe, 1o
o speech tu Cougress, said prohibiti>n
ip blastate bad empiied the jails and

poorbouses, and that ls what 1t has



