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estratathe araia at p mw and taking
them back again to the axt

40 traiotrain itif they will notify
him a day or two in advance and take
it out in preaching on the eth we
took train to messa city we passed
over the aila river on piles a broadtatflat marsh and only a little water
totsthis was a rather uninviting saleratufcountry until a very pretty open
country comescomee to view then we
reachedcoached what I1 choose io10 call the cac-
tus trees here and there they stand as

sentinels reaching teu to twenty feet
atah I1 have a picture iff one that
coaches forty five feet high these
trees look lovely when in bloom

after waiting for two changecha neepou tiring
onene almost out we came to keisa citya land of oranges lemous figs grapes

odnd many good thing I1 took part iuiti
priesthood meeting in this city olof

sainte and on sunday held four meet
ingeage including a seventy a meetingon monday I1 am to ride iu a carriagecarri aeeaire
eighteeneig oteen miles to a neat city
0of about or people of which
wibb the numerous canals and great

river valley and one grove of the
cactus trees I1 will have more to say

EDWARD STEVENSON

THE HOLIDAYS IN FLORIDAFLADA
OB BENVILLE madison co

fla jan 9 18961

1701florida jais not always a bebed of
widowersiHo were yet but few months pase
which do not seegee her clothed in green
and crowned with natunaturesrePs smiles
wild flowers just now sheibe pleasure
off this land is not toin green fieldsfield
flowers and songssonge of birds but rather
within doors and around the biablez iBiare especially where are to be found
attea tive listeners to the earnest words
ofet the elders as they portray the
beauties of the gospe

christmas time hasbas come and gone
for the year now past aneana with it the at-
tendant joys for the children and itsquota of cares for the older headbeads the
old adage is verified no excellence
withoutWit bout labor V for MSas with the familyvtof the west so also with the family of
the south itA takes an effort to make
ahehe holiday equal to the past events oiat
which it is a memorial long

custom has made this particular
time one when families unite in the
festivities of the occasion and many are
the thoughts concerning theabe absent
oneat still more fervent are the desires
lorifor uisale bellare cherishedober labed ioin the heart
while the absent one recalls the happy
benea of the namehome circle does a t thi
omemine home to thehe mormon eldea

be that asa it may mtkimorymory is still
freshfreeh of theabe happy times just passed
andnd though they be far from home they
were made dear by the kindness lenen-
tered us from warm heart

christmas day found gathered atgreenvilleOreenville in madison county fla
seveneven out of our little band of eighteen

hayinghaving met by chanceotta oct elders joejoa Awest and wiley bad just
momebome from leon county the day pre-
vious elders F cutler and fF smith
abad returned after a two weeks tour to

penddepend a few days among friends
E iii i black who was awaiting

the recovery of hisbig euer H C
blood who had arrived but a few days
previous from utah and elder L W
alarid who had arrived but the day
deorebelfore from the same place pat

ed in a hearty reunion A priesthood
meeting waswaa heldtkeheldtheld thebe feelings of the
elders were soundedbounded by the expression
of their sentiments revealing a healley
and growing interest in the work
captain griffineGriffinda hotel received our at-
tention next it was a matter oltof buel
aesues strictly soeo the roast turkey
soon looked the worst for the warfare
but it remained an unsettled question
as to who bufferedered mistmet toin the end
the next day brought businbusinesseee butbui I1
have not told you all yet the follow
ing sunday two were held
at which were good audiences the
principles of the gospel were dwelt
upon the result waswaa an addition to our
list oi01 friefriendridi thus fortifying our cause

on december president joe A
west and elder frank cutler left mr
aaron lovett of jeffersonJefforequ county furfor
mr wm BrBradleadleysyc of leon county
fla some thirty sosavenvan milesmilea bistanidistani
on the evseve of the nownew year two more
elders joined thebe circle around mr
wm Brail leya cheerful fire which
circle had already been increased lyby
the presencepre fience of elders H C bloo i

wiley joejoa larson and CH
this meeting was not unex-

pected for previous to this our hostboat
had exacted the promise of ames me to
spend this particular day with him
the only shadow which seemingly
could have lingered upon our worthy
friends face was that more had not
come

that nownew years day so full of joy
merriment and delightin not soonboon to be
forgotten by those prepres seareur huntingyoyec and preaching too were indulged
in while the night was carried with a
nigh handband the crowning feature oi01
the day from which was dated all the
daydaysdayaa proceedings was the dinner a
cable lavishly spread with all that oneon
should wish for

elder joseph A west the president
of the florida cinconferenceference tois traveling
frum county to county visiting with
the various elders giving counsel and
strengthening them and holding meet-
ings prior to october 1I 1895 this
was a branch of the south alabama
conference and all elders assembled
at crenshaw county or conference on
july and I1

I1

between the above named dates 74
baptisms were performed crenshaw
county aleala seeming to be thabe30 COL

of both good laborslab r and
googoodi fruitsfruh for of the 74 baptisms she
claims 26 as her portion besides 17
children blessed and one sunday school
organized in connection with this
labor it aouwouldid be uunjustnj usa not to mementiona tio a
elder joseph S geddes president olof
the south as oleoaleo
joseph A west whose untiring efforts
are commendable

from a branch whose life and health
are so apparent was clipped the floridafloridi

twig she embraces all western
central and eastern florida and
the southern part of georgia
one branch of the church
is already organized in liberty county
eight dewcew counties have already beenbeeb
opened and the work tois steadily ad-
vancingvancing elders joe larson and C
8 gibson have baptized two persons
and have some other warm friendetriendsende
likewise are theabe elders of jeffersonJefferaoin
audand other counties blessed

we are not as old as our sister con-
ferencesferences but hope by dint of labor to
prosper we feel thal gol Is novtoverr all

and thatthat he blesses his servants who
are humble persecution follows usas
closely but so persecuted they the
prophets before ur concerningconcern ing the
opposition manifest toward us many
reports have gone out rumors have
reached us that elders cutler and
smith of madison county were
mobbed and ridden on a rail out of the
coucountyn ty thisthia and all other reports
implying harshbarsh treatment are untrue
as far as the writerswritera knowledge ex
tends nothing aregreiterter hasbaa happened
than a threatened disturbance of one
of our meetings which was quelled by
our friends

ibis1

I his field has suffered one severe
blow which has hurt us throughout
the whole conferencecoule rence two elderseiders
have been forced to postpone their
work and leave the city of tal
labasseehassee this was on the
alternative ol01 a fine or and im

the sentiment of the
citizens could scarcely be in favor of
theine in tactfact from what we can
learn it is bot so we yet entertain
strong hopes of finifinishing the work andaad
gathering out the bonesthonest in heart dode
pite the powers otat darkness which

seem constantly alert god and one
man are a mijominorityrity and before the
great and dreadfuldread tul day of the lord
comes the warning will be carried to
all earnest brings sure reward
the fruits of individual effort are agrati
lying to every servant of god and to
oooe an instrument in carrying salva-
tion to honest souls is a crowning joy
for be then shallabah be counted a savior
on mount zion

your colaoculaborer in the cause of truthstruth
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A californianCALI FORIAN ON prohibition

DRYTowo alandar co cal
january 13 1896

As the first rulee under the constitu-
tion of the state of utahulan will have
much to do in shaping its future I1
wish to say a word to those interested
in that important duty what we have
had to contend against out here in the
giden aate the lastlaet forty five yearsyeam
because we did notnet start right we had
read that wine Is a mocker and strong
drink is raging and whosoever is
deecedeace ived thereby is not wise but the
old pioneers out here thought it was a
mistake so thousands of our best
valley lands went into vineyardsvineyard and
millions of money was invested devel-
oping the business the effect of which
Is now found in every home in this
state accordaccordingI1 ing to the reports of our
criminal recordt the source of a vast
amount of expense and human sorrow
is the use of strong drink causing
ninety five per cent of the crimes audand
sixty five per cent of our

As to the constitutionality of prohi-
bition by the will of the people there
is no further doubt after reading the
decisions of the different supreme
courts ruling on the ouse and now
in behalf of the millions who are
watching to see what this new state
will do with the moetmoi t important of all
questions torfor I1 know that humanity
with all its fears with all its hopes of
future years is handingbanging breathless on
its fate saaumem0 mlmightght saybay it failed in
maine although james U blaine in
a speech luu congress said prohibitionprohibittn
in hisble state bad emptied the jails and
poorhousespoor houses and that tois what it has


