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servants of God speak upon the great things of
the kingdom, their words will goin at one ear
and out at the other, your minds will be dark-
ened, the devil will step in and tempt you, and
you are liable to be prostrated in body and
mird by his power, because you have given
wav.

While we are here there is a_chance for
every Latter Day Saint, and I feel to say, set
vourselves in order, ye heads of families, and
then set vour families in order; regulate your
lives one towards another in your families, in
vour neighborhoods, and in all yoor communi-
cations and dealings one with another.

In this way the enemy will not have power
over you, and all your works of light and right-
eonsness will be regulated by the principles
which vou have received. and by the order
which shonld govern the Saints of God; shew-
ing that youn are sick of the old anxions bench
confusion and discord, and that you are con-
tending for the faith once delivered te the
saints;y believing that the same blessings which
;]’IF}"I enjoyed may be poured out upon your
1eaAUSR,

Perhaps, before T again refurn to behold the
Saints in these vallevs, a great Temple may
be reared npon this Bleck, upon the foundation
already laid. Before that time, perhaps, the
services of the Lord may be administered
therein, with baptism for the dead, as the Lord
has promised, and other saered and holy ordi-
nances pertaining to the last dispensation;
ordinances that have been kept sacred from the
foundation of the world, things kept to be re-
vealed in this last dispensation.

[[ the time is so near at hand when a Temple
shall be completed for these sacred and holy
purposes, there is none too much time for you
to prepare yourselves in the holy eourse of
righteousness. |

You eannot expect to live as many
lived, and then be able by one tremendous great
stride to at once call down the powers of hea-
ven into your midst. . All, who will enjov the
privileges which it is the prerogative of the
Latter Day Saints to enjoy, must live for
them, 3

Why not Saints have these blessings? | Is it
because God is partial. and willing to bestow
ereater bf¥saings upon same than upen others?
No, it is becanse yvou do not sufficiently pre-

re yourselves before him, for vou have to
[:m-nm:? sanctified; hence it is said in' the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, speaking of the
Temple which shall be built in Jackson conn-
tv, “that those that enter {herein shall behold
the face of God.”: ,

The promise was not made to the impure, to

those who had not sanetified themselves bFfﬂrqt

the Lord, but to the pnre in heart. It naturally
follows that similar blessings are prepared to
be poured ont by the Most High upon the
Temple that shall be bunilt upon this Bloek,
and upon the people who shall go theréin.
How many of this congregation would be
prepared to receive such blessings?

The Lord might sav to thesangels, such and
such ones have heen faithfal to all the ealls
that have been made nupon them, they have not
turned to one side, they have not given way
to their passions, they have nof neglected the
counsels of my servants, they have exercised
faith in me and have lived. to it and by it, and
now do you mesgsengers go forth and show
vourselves unto them in that Temple, that
their eyes.may be opened; that they
come as the brother of Jared to see and taste
the joys of the other world. But let the eyves
of those who have not been diligent -be dark,
let them not have sufficient faith to behold
vour or my glory, let the vail thiat is over the
pations remain between them and my glory.
I will venture to say that there are at present
comparatively few that would be prepared to
receive the great work that is in store. 1 feel
anxious upon this point, my brethren and sis-
ters, not ouly for your sakes but for my
OWwWn.

When ye shall rend the vail that is between
us and the heavens, it will be by your works
of faith and obedience. Do you realize that
vou are the individuals to rend that vail?
Jesus has done his part, and he is willing that
the vail should be rent; he has made interces-
eion before the Father, he has offered his own
life, and what more can he do? Whenye shall
have faith to rend that vail which is over your |
rainds, you will find that the heavens are ready
and waiting to bestow the bléessings promised,
jr}mt as soon as you are prepared to receive
them. v

Here let ns reflect a little upon the prineiple
by which the brother of Jared was capable of
reeing things that are behind the vail, and by
which Moses saw every particle of this earth,
inside ag well as outside. How did they do
these things? The revelation says, “by the
Spirit of God.”” IfsMoses had the Spirit so
that he could discern all things in the earth,
while he was a finite being like the rest of us,
why should not we have that same gift im-
parted unto us? :

The brother of Jared was so filled with the
Spirit that he was enabled to behold the person
of Jesnug Christ. and all the inhabitants of the
earth that had lived previous to his day, as
well ag those who shonld live afterwards.
They rent the vail between them and the
heavens by their faith and obedience to the
commandments of the Lord; they saw the his-
tory of past events from the beginning of the
world, andall the inhabitants that ever had
been., : -

There is such a thing as a natural man’s
looking into the past, but their power is very
much restricted. Lord Ross constructed a
very powerful telescope, having an object glass
eix feet in diameter, and by it a man can see a
vast distance into space, and behold what was
a few years back. With this mighty instra-
maent it has been determined that several other

have | ¥

may be- |
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miles distant from us, and that the light from
them which reaches the eye through the tele-
scope must have been traveling several hund-
red thousand years before it reached the naked
eye, hundreds of thousands of years before
Adam was placed in the garden of Eden.

tant bodies of the universe were lighted up by
the glory of God, and the light thereof has at
last entered the tremendons telescope of Lord
Ross, and thus individualshave been enabled to
see, what? Not those bodies as they exist at
the present time, but to see them as they ex-
isted tens and scores of thousands of years
before this world was made.

Here, then, is looking at the past, and that
natnrally, independent of the mind’s being
waked up by the power of God, as were the
minds of the brother of Jared and Moses.

Acain, this glorious and heavenly principle,
with which a righteons man is endowed,
reaches forward into the future for thousands
of years to come, as far as the Great God
will permit the sceneries of a
to mortals. Itis not the fault of our organi-
| zation that we do not enjoy this principle, hut
hecause we do not entirely get rid of those
erroneous traditions which we have received
from our fatl.ers, |

The faith of the gospel is what is required to
lead ns on until we burst the vail asunder, for
this faith will enable us to burst off the shack-
les by which we are bound, and prepare us to
enjoy the holy priesthood, with alrtha blessings
guaranteed to the Saints of God, and to gaze
into the hidden things of eternity. .

Reflect upon past” experience and upon the
workings of the Spirit of God, and you will
discover that you have ofien been forewarned
of events long before they took places and if
ou east’yonr minds into the book of the Spirit
of God, and behold the acts and doings of the
Lord in ages to come, yon will find that the
same principle that exists in the bosoms of the
Gods is with you, thoogh in a very undevel-
oped condition, Let your minds be set upon
the will of God and upon his kingdom, and what
will be held from your sight?

There are many principles contained in the
words which I have just read. Jesng, for in-
stance, stood before the brother of Jared. not
in his body of flesh and bones, not as an infant.
not as a small spirit one foot or two feet high.
but a full grown spirit; and when he beheld
the finger of Christ he beheld a full-sized fing-
er as ug) a man, for says Jesus, “when I shall
take a body of flesh and bones and redeem my

eople I will appear as thon now seest me. bat
his is the body of my spirit; I.show myself in

the size of a man.”

‘All menin the beginning have I created after
the body of my spirit, as much as to say that
‘you, the brother of Jared, did not receive yonr
existence a few years ago here inthe flegh, that
was not your origin, but all men. all those that
[ will shew yon that have existed or will exist
upon this earth, in the begining havell created
after the image of the body of my spirit.? They
;:-'ere all spiritually organised before they came

ere.-

This is-the only place inthe Book of Mor-
mon where the pre-existence is clearly spoken
of, and this was revealed hefore the organiza-
tion of this Chnreh, andis a doctrine which
was notin the possession of the Christian world.
hence it shotwvs that it was dictated by a Spirit
capable of revealing a doetrine unknown to the
Christian world—the pre-existence of man.

There i3 much doctrine in the Book of Mor-
mon and Book of Doectrine and Covenants that
wonld be instruetive to the Saints, if they would
not lef them stay upon their shelves. "Know-
ledge of truth would not harm vou, though it
may be better for some to let their books re-
main shnt, rather than franseress arainst
greater light. for greater will be the damnation
rand the panishment. TIn proportion as we ad-
vanee inthe knowledge of the thingg revealsd
from the heavens, and in the powers and kovs
that are conferred upon us, the greater will be
the condemnation, if we fall therefrom. This
shews the propriety of every man and woman’s
habitnating themselves, as T have already said,
to f)ractiaing righteonsness, |

If you were, within one week from this time.
to be let into all the visions that the heather of
Jared had, what a weight of responsibility you
woiild have upon yon; how weak yon wonld be,
and how unprepared for the responsibility, and
after the vision had closed up in your minds.
and you left to yourselves, yon would be tempt-
ed in proportion to the light that had been pre-
sented before you. Then would come the trial,
such as you never have had. This is the prin-
ciple upon which the devil is aflowed to tryus,
We have a circumstance in relation to Moses®
being tempted; when the vision withdrew, and
the heavens closed, the devil presented himself
and said, ‘Moges, son of man, worship me.’
Moses replfed. ‘who are you?” I am the son
of God,” was the answer. Then said Moses.
‘you call me son of man and say that you are
the son of God. but where is your glory? Could
Moses have withstood that terrible manifesta-
tion, if he had not practised for many yearsthe
principles of richteonsness? A mere vision
would not have strengthened him, and even to
shew him the glorv of God in part would not
have enabled him to combat with the powers
 of darkness that then came to him. It was by
his ]muwladge of God, by his perseverance, his
diligence and obedience in former yearsy that
he was enabled to rebuke the devil, in the name
of Jesns Christ, and drive him from him.

- So it will be with you, whether yon have
the necessary preparafion or not, for the Lord
will uaf to the powers of darkness, yon are
now at li to tempt my servants in propar-
tion to the light that I haye given. Go and

see if they will be steadfast to that light, uge

Hundreds of thousands of years ago the dis- |

Fa to be opened |
 which will be given of the Lord through faith-
‘fulness must be in our possession

the spirit, you behold it, you see that it is of’

ETINEWS.

‘every plan so far as I permit you, and if they
- will yield they are not worthy of me nor of my
kiu%rﬂbm, and I will delivér them u» and the
shall be buffstted. You, Satan, shall buffet
‘and torment them, until they shall learn obe-
| dience by the things that they suffer,

Hence the ]g'upriety of preparing for these
things, that when they come you will know
how to conquer Satan, and not want for expe-
rience to overcome, but be like Michael, the
archangel, who, with all the knowledge and
glory that he had gained through thousands of
‘years of experience. durst not bring a railin;
‘aceusation, because he knew better. And
when he withstood Satan faece to face, foot to
foot, Moses knew who he was and what he
‘had come from and for. He had obtained his
knowledge by past trials, by a long series of
preparation, hence he trinmphed.

So it must be with Lattér DaySaints, and if
we prepare ourselves we shall conquer. We
must come in contact with every foe, and those
who give way will be overcome.

If we are to conquer the enemy of truth his
power must be made manif-st, and the power

Do yon
wish to prevail, to conquer the powers of dark-
ness when they present themselves? If you
do, prepare yourselves against the dav when
these powers shall be made manifest with more
energy than is now exhibited. Then you can sav.,
the evil powers that have been made manifest,
the agenis that came and tempted me,came with
all their foree, [ met them face to face and
conquered by the word of my testimony, by
patience, by the keys which have been bes-
towed uwpon me, and which T held saered be-
fore God, and I hare‘triumphﬂd over the adver-
sary and over all his associates.

Brethren, pray for me that I may accom-
plish the mission that has been given to me
acceptably in the sight of the Lord, acceptably
to these my brethrenthat are presiding over
me, acceptably to the nations, to the Saints
here in Great Salt Lake Valley, that I may be
one of the saints that shall be perfected in
rightecusness. in long suffering, in patience, in
hamility, and return in jov and peace to rejoice
again in your midst.. T ask the Lord to bless
us. one and all, with his Holy Spirit, and to
guide us in the way of life. Amen,

co
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RRESPONDENCE.

LONDON.

35 Jewin S, Mareh 23, 1856,
[From Elder W, C. Dunbar to Eider Daniel Mclntush, ]

[ have fonr large Conferences to attend to, be-
sides being book and emigration agent for them,
vou mny gness, therefore, that my time is fully
engaged. | have hud a hard stroggle to got thre?
the first winter, but I think, with the blessing of
(¥od und U™ prayers of my brethre., that 1 will
keep ahove ground, thongh some of the stron
pillars that have supported me are gone—W. H.
Kimball, G. D. Grant, Junes Fergyson ang
others.

I have just retarned from Liverpool, whera 1
saw the ship ‘Enoch Train® sail with aver 500
pissenceis: J. Ferguson, Prest.; E. Ellswort
and D. MeArthar, coansellors. N. Porter,
Crandall, Hant, McAllister and some other valley
eldars were on board,«ll happy and enjoying good
heulth, "1 went out to sea about 80 miles with
them—quaite a number of Edinburgh und Glus-
gow [o'ks on board, old membe: s. :

Emigration will be verv late this vear; T sup-
posa the Saints from this Pastorste will not leave
till some fime in' Muy. Ships are very scarce in-
deed, a great number being employed ia the war
depurtment.

Elders Spencer, Vaneott and Webb left a week
ago for the States, to make prepuratioms, hand
carts, &c. There iz quite a good feeling in this
couniry in regard to the carts; I would rather,
weak as [ am, poll one mysell than stay here
another year, hut any way is right for me, stay
or'go, live or die. By, I'ranklin 1s over head and
ears in business; his is a hard job, but I think br.
Calkin will be a great help to bim.

" I hear that every body is getiing married in the
valley—glad of it, for [ believe that one good
Mormou raised in the mountains is werth a dozen
of .your hall gentile breed; hesides, ona could
then stay at home and do it. Going 10 Zion hue
soiled my taste for this conntry;every thing about
it looks blacker and oglier every dav, though it is

woman. : | |
My love and respects to all Saints; tell them
that [ require their pravers more than ever.

-
RIO VIRGIN.
[To Elder Daniel McIntosh from Elder Lorenzo Brown.]
: June 4, 1356.

Onr progress to this place has heen slow, ow-
(ing to the weakness of our teams which we have
been obliged to reeruit; they are now in pretty

i

ander the direetion of br. Win. Covert, brs. Sam-
uel Thompeon and George Mayer captains of tens,
and Almon L. ['allmer captiin of gnard. There
are in company 23 efficient men, 14 women, 15
children, 75 or 80 head of cattle and 15 wagons.

All is peare, and everything seems to harmon-
ize with the Spirit of God; we have been blessed
and prospered in all things thut we have under-
taken. The brethren of the different settlements
have been very kind, and seemed to vie withesch
o'her i1 acts of kindness and hospitality, except
Johnson’s Fort where the brethrea politely asked
pav for grass and wauter,

Of those who have done us gnod and Llessed
us, not with words alone but with means to pros-
ecate our journey, I wonld mention the fisher-
men of Provo and the citizans of Parowan, who

 were rather scant of provisions, ete., and small
favors were always received with tmly grateful
hearte. One of our number, who started without

a great pleasure to save even one good man, or |

good condition. Oar eamp moves on admirally,
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a mouthfual and left nothing at home, -had on leav-
ing Parowan more breadstuff than any man in

Y [the camp, aud had sent considerable to his fami-

ly.

We have now plenty, and are daily giving small
E;mnti!iea to the natives, who are very friendly.

u leaving Cedar City one of them came with
us nearly 100 miles to tulk good to the next chief,
whese quarters are on the Santa Clara. We made
them presents, and the chief s*nt three of his
men with us to the next chief, These three have
behaved well, assisted to drive cows, etc., and this

| morning bave returned to their home, buving de-

puted two others to go with us to the chief on the
Muddy, some 40 or 50 mil+s farther. . They ap-
pear hopest, and when anything is lost, if found,
they invariably bring it to camp, for which they
expect a present; yet we do not trust them too
fur, knowing their propensitics and realizing that

[they are Indians,

L SE ]

TEXAS.

| Came Marasonna, Mareh 21, 1856.
Enrror oF DesErer NEws:—

Si:—After narrowly escaping being tarred and
feathered at Powderhorn, br. Ostler wentto Vie-
toria, 45 miles distant, and I remained at a house
nearonr present location until the 17th Mar:h,
when br. Preston Thomus and nine ssints arrived
at the landing, per steamer Charles Morgan of
New Orleans. :

We are now in camp, five miles from Powder-
horn, on the shores of the Matsgorda Bay, where
we can worship-oor Creator without much dan-
aer, and are preparing to sturt for the Valleys of
the Mount ius.

I lave had two letters from Elder J. Ostler,
since he was driven from Powderhorn. The Citi-
zens of Vietoria tandered bim the use of the Court
House, i which he had lectured three times; and
told him that he must cousider himself amou
friends, T'he editor of the “Advocate” puhiinhvﬁ
a review of our doctrines, s sct forth by Elder
Ostler, and then a!lluded Lo the spirit of those who,
in this enlightened 2ge, would deny any people the .
liberty of speech, tlin dearest boon of every free-
man; he wrote like a man.

Yours  the kingdom of patience,
Purere W, Hoskixg,

CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTII. OF
JULY IN FILLMORE CITY..

The diy was ushered in by hoisting the stars
and stripes, and firivg musketry.

At 9 a.m. the Battalion wrs formed for inspec-
tion in front of the City [all, Maver McCul-
longh, the Silver Grevs and the Presidency of this
stuke were escorted 1o the Battalion, when the
mavor, being in command, reviewed the troops.

D@@irg the review Prest. J. M. Grant srrived
from G. 5. L. City, and was received by a salute
from the band. -

Prest. Grant, in order to take part in our cele-
hration, rode trom (. S. I.. City fu three days, na
distance of 164 miles. e addressed the Battal-
ion in a brief and spiriten style, munifesticg a
vohle, patrintic' spirit, and causing the bload of
76 to thrill in our veins. . 3

At 12, the gentlemen and Iadirs were escorted
from the City Hall to the State House, where,
niter singing by the choir and prayer by bishop
Branson, the Daclaration of Indepeudence wis
read by Mayor MeCullough. _

Elder Wi Felshaw made a few verf appro-
nro riate remarks and was followed by Prest.
(GGrant, who delivered e very interesting agd epir-
ited speech. | |

Dancing, nnder the management of Messre, IT.
More and W. I. Bishop, closed the eceremonies
of the day. e Hirnsaw Maoe,

- Reportr.
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GIBRALTER MISSION.

J% ELDER EDWARD STEVENSON.

— £ ;;._

Jax. 1, 1804:<-1 have been kindly iavited to
partake of the Inxurics ofa New Yeur’s festival,
aud received several nanies as applicants to join
our standsrd by baptism,

As to the past year a mora laborions, hezard-
ous aud perplexing year I never saw; neitherl ave
{ever passd a more happy one. To wind o
the day, I attended a pic-nie in company w;;ﬁ
some of the Saints and their friends, two of whom
gave their names for baptism, that they might
begin the new year in a new and bett.r cause,

6th, at ‘dark attended baptism. |

On the evening of the 23d, organised a branch
of the Church, eonsisting of 10° members, and
ordnived one elder and oneé priest.  After some
instructions we partook of the sacrament and re-
joiced in the prospects of the fature.  Alt! ough
restricted iu our religious liberties by the civil an-
thorities, I fook great pleasure in organisivg thia
little branieh in the lind of my Dbirth, especi lly
under the existing circumstances—uot even be-
ing sllowed to preach one gospel sermon.

ﬁ"l:n. 3d.—THaving nttﬂmfrd- baptism, we retired
to my yprivate room, held eonfirmation meeting,
after which, on removing my Bible, I found «
pisee of money, which nesisted me ' timeof need.

The merchants and inbabitants heve becomn

were kind indeed. Some of us on leaving home ! have passed through

much discatisfied on aceount of the Governor af

Gibralter prolibiting any communization ever the

lines, entting off supplies from Spain, &e.  Douht-
less many would perish were it not for theeruinl s
of the well fed soldinry, The merehants hava
sent a deputstion to England to visit the coloyisl
georetary of Foreign affiirs to ob'sin redresa.

[ mention this to show the character of the
chief ruler of the peaple T am called to labor with,
and I only add, ‘When the wicked rule the prople
mourn,’ '

Marcn 1.—Several steamers and trauveports
the straits to the seat of war
in the Crimea, laden with soldiers, each carrving

about one regiment, 1,000 rank and file. Grest

enthusiasm prevails,



