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on sunday april 1896 we held
priesthood meeting at the bellevue
house sydney where most otof the
elders were lodging and the newly ar-
rived elders were assigned to their
severaleveral provinces agreeable to the in-
structions given them at the headquart-
ers of the church elders peterson
kirkham and peterson go to new
zealand to receive their further appoint-
ments from the president of the mission
elders ormeorine and harvey go to tas-
mania to fill up the vacancies caused by
the returning of elders ellis and pond
elder carr goes to victoria to labor as
a companion to brother joseph stephen-
son and brother hamilton proceeds to
queensland to assist the three elders
already in that field or to fill the gap
instanced byy elder bodily having left torfor
his home inin zion in the evening we
held a public meeting in a rented hall in
alexandra where elder pond and my-
self spoke to an appreciative audience
of saints and strangers under the in-
fluence of the good spirit which gave
utterance to gods servants no less
than seventeen elders and one sister
from zion were present they formed a
suggestive and interesting semicirclesemi circle at
the head of the hall while the auditorium
was well filled with attentive listeners

on the following day I1 rendered the
brethren some assistance in their arriage
ments lorfor transportation and obtained a
concession of 20 per cent reduction from
the orient steamship company inin the
fare of our elders who hereafter may
desire to return home by way of europe
the presentation of their missionary
license signed by the first presidency is
all that is necessary in securing the re-
duction

on friday may the steamship
warrimoomoo sailed from sydney for
vancouver british columbia with thirty
two latter day saints on board this
included the thirty souls already men
tinned as passengers on the anglian
from auckland to sydney and in ad-
dition to them elder george W lewis
and a brother brooksby who is emi-
grating to zion from the harrowharrow branch
in victoria australia in saying good-
bye to our brethren and the departing
saints those of us who remained behind
felt a peculiarar sensation around the
region of the heart and a sort otof
feminine moisture obstructing the usual
functions of our visionary organs not-
withstanding our best efforts to make it
otherwise and as a parting word to
our fellow laborers in connection with
our heartfelthe arttelt god bless you we re-
quested them to remember us to our
friends in the land of the saintsSaintsandand that
when their eyes should gaze once more
upon the majestic heights and snowclad
peaks of the mountains of utah to give
three cheers in behalf otof patriotic
sons who are laboring as ministers of
the gospel in foreign lands

after the departure of the company
for zion and most of the newly arrived
elders for their respective fields of labor
eldereider goff and myself turned our
special attention to historical labors but
as none of the old records were on hand
we could accomplish only a very little

in this direction I1 was much more suesuc
in gaining information of a gen-

eral character otof new south wales and
australia and obtained from same
colonial officials and others some excel-
lent books and maps to aid in writing
something about the condition and re
sources otof the country

australia is the largest island in the
world if it is proper to class it as an
island it is in reality a continent it
lies to the southeast otof asia between
the parallels ofoc 10 39 11 south lati-
tude and the meridians of 5 and
1530 16 east Iongilongitudetude its greatest
length from west to east is about 2400
miles and greatest width between cape
york ouon the north and wilsonsWllWil sons
promontory on the south is 1971 miles
its coast line is about in length and
its extent is computed at
square miles or acres
some conception of the area otof australia
may be better gathered by comparison
it is about twenty six times the size of
great britain and ireland fifteen times
the size ot france about one sixth
smaller than the whole of the united
states of america and only about one
filthfifth smaller than the continent of
europe the northern shores otof
australia are washed by the waters of
torres strait which separate it from
new guinea the gulf ot aria
the sea and the indian ocean
it is bounded on the south by bass
strait which divides it from tasmania
and by the south pacific ocean on the
east by the south pacific ocean and on
theowestthewest by the indian ocean A lairfair
idea of australia and the location of its
several colonies may be gathered by
considering it as divided into three parts
namely western central and eastern
the western part consists entirely otof
western australia the central of south
australia and its allied northern terr-
itory the eastern of the three colonies
of queensland new south wales and
victoria western australia occupying
the whole of the western portion otof the
continent is surrounded on its northern
western and southern side by the sea
its eastern boundary being the colony of
south australia and the northern terr-
itory its capital city is perth to the
eastward of west australia and
ing from ocean to ocean occupying the
whole of the central portion of the con-
tinent is the colony of south australia
the northern part of which is known as
the northern territory adelaide is the
capital the principal town of the
northern territory is palmerston to
the eastward of the northern territory
and south australia lies the colony of
queensland which embraces the north-
eastern portion of the australian conti-
nent brisbane is the capital of queens-
land south of queensland ana east of
south australia is new south wales the
mother colony of australia sydney is
the capital occupying the most
southerly part of the continent south-
west of the new south wales and east-
ward of south australia is the colony
of victoria the metropolis is the city
of melbourne

australia consists of an immense
plateau with a narrow neck of land
sometimes intervening between the edge
of the elevated area and the sea the
east side is the highest averaging about

20002000 feet above the ocean the westside is not more than 1000 feet above thesame the north is a little higher thesouth side is either level with the ocean
or abuts in cliffs upon the sseaa rangingfrom to feet in height thegeneral gharcharacteracter otof all the seaward sideof the table land is precipitous but on
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the southeast angle of the continent thehetabular form disappears and there isis atrue cluster of mountains called theaustralian alps whose highest elevationis a little over feet the inlandportion otof the table land slopes by avery gradual incline towards a central I1depression wabich is south and east of tl
the true centre of the continent thusthe incline is greater and shorter for theeast side of Alistaustraliaralia and it is on thisside alone that there exists what mavanay be sl
properly termed a river system theelevation of the west side of australiabeing only half that of the east or even I1less and the distance of the central de 1

being twice as great there is 3
no drainage toward the interior what iever water falls from the clouds colco I1
elects in marshes which are generally saltthe soil on that side consists generally aiof disintegrated granite rocks and issterile and dry forming little better
than a sandy desert allail the tableland
is more or less interrupted with
of mountains which however aarere notnoc
sufficiently high to give rise to a riversystem

each of the five australian colonies
have their own governments lorallocal laws
and fiscal duties they all enjoy what aterms responsible government
the lormform of government is a modifica-tion of the british constitution thequeen being represented by the
governor who isis appointed by thecrown the house of lords by the legleeislative council nominated or elected
and the house of commons by thelegislative assembly elected by ththepeople the imperial laws are in force
unless suter ceded by local enactment
and all acts passed by the local legisla
tureslures must receive the queens assent
prior to their becoming law

the climate of australia taken as awhole is healthy and generally very dry
and free from malaria it is however
subject in summer ioto hot winds andana
periodical droughts and in winter to
heavy rains the seasons are reverse to
those in europe or north americadecember being midsummer and june
midwinter

the staple productions of australia are
gold silver coppertinocopcopperpertintin and other metals
wool and other pas tonal products sugar
grain and meat wool is the general
and great staple of australia and forms
its largest exports from 1887 to 1890
i1 pounds were exported otof the
value of for the year 1892
the total exports were nearly million
pounds valued at for the
growth of wool of excellent quality the
australian pastures are unrivaled it
is noDO wonder that the sheep men of the
united states of america cannot suosuc
cess fully compete with the australian
wool grower without protection

at a rough estimate australia has
no different kinds of that particular
family of animals known as marsupials
otof which the kangaroo and the opossum
are the best known varieties others be-
ing the combat and native bear there
are also twenty four varieties otof bats
one wild dog family called the dingo or

thirty species of rat or mice


