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THE DESERET WEEKIY.

ypon those who obeyed their words. IThey have entreated the people,

The proposition was a clear one, and
it was within the power of every-
one who heard it to test it for them-
gselves. As has often been said,
- heaven would not lend itself to any
deception, would not bestow the
gifts and biessings of the Gospel as
they had breen bestowed in ancient
days unless men were really author-
ized of heaven to administer the
ordinances unto the children of
men.

The hold that the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ has takem upon
the hearts of those who have em-
braced it in onr day is due to the
fact that the message was a true one,
that the promises made were fui-
filled, that those who obeyed had
received a testimony according to
the promise that had been given.

If it had mnot been so these
valleys would not mow be peo-
pled by  Latter-day Saints—
these settlements, extending

north and south, east and west,
would not have had an existence—
this tabermacle would never have
been built—this temple, so near its
completion, would never have had
a foundation-stone laid. But be-
cause the message was from heaven,
and because heaven bestowed the
gifts and blessings as the Elders had
promised, thercfore the Latter-day
Saints have gathered together here;
they have come from various lands,
they have obeyed the voice of God,
and have testified that through
their obedience they have received
the tulfillment of that promise.

It is this that has created Cthis
cohesion, this union, this identity of
interests, this oneness in Knitting
the people together, and making
them to a great extent of one heart
and nne mind, Now if there had
been anything connected with this
message that would have invited or
enticed men to 'do evil, and to have
strayed from righteousness, those
who heard it would bave had
evilence that it was mnot of
God, that God had not inspired
those men to teach such doetrines.
But who /s there that has heard the
Gospel of the Son of God preached
now for these nearly sixty years has
ever heard any sentiment, any doc-
trine that has enticed men to do
evil, taught by a servantof God? On
the contrary, the world ean know
for itself; and in this respect the
world is left without excuse. At no
time mnor under any circumstances
has error, sin and wickedness been
taught by those who have held
nuthority in this Church to teach
the people.

Joseph Bmith was killed by
wicked men in a most cruel, heart-
less and dishonsrable manner; but
from the time that he first stood be-
fore the people and declared unto
them the message which God had
given unto him, up to the last hour
of hig life, no one ever heard
proceeding from his mouth any
doctrine, any  principle, any
counsel, or suggestion that was
not of God and that did
invite men to do right and
sake sin.

day until the present. It hus been

they have labored earnestly and un-
ceasingly with them to do right, to
serve (od, to keep His command-
ments, to forsuke =in. They have
denounced, in unmistakable terms,
everything that was iniguitous and
wrong, and the people have been
taught invariably that it is far bet-
ter for them to suffer persccution
for keeping the commandments of
God than te do anything that would
grieve the Spirit of God or cause it
to be withdrawn from them.

These have been the constant
teachings of this Church, and if we
have been persecuted, it has not
been for sin. If any of our people
have had their blood shed, it is not
becuuse they have violated the com-
mandments of God; it has not been
because they were greater sinners
than their fellows. Ifany of them
have been sent to prison it bas not
been because they have done that
which God has ecommanded sheuld
not be done; it has not been because
of unrighteousness on their part, or
flagrant wiekedness. But it has
been because they have striven ac-
sording to the light and knowledge
which they possessed, to do that
which God required at their hands.
Innginstanee has it been proved that
the Latter-day Baints have gone in
defiance of Word of God con-
tained in tM€ Old ard New Testa-
ments. Our Jdoetrines are before the
world for them to investigate, for
them, if they be wrong, to dis-
prove. If we

sin, There has been mo new thing
in the earth; for it would be a new
thing if the wicked should be perse-
cu by the righteous. Such a
thing has never eccurred from the
heginning of time.

Who ever heard of righteous men
banding themselves together to per-
seeute and punish the wicked? In-
variably it has been the case that
the righteous have been persecuted
by the wicked, that laws have been
trampled upun, that good order has
been overthrown in order to reach
and to punish righteous people. The
Latter-day Saints have been driven
from their homes in the States, their
houses have been burned, their
property destroyed, and they them-
selves have been driven out. Bome
of them have been murdered aund
others have fallen, through persecu-
tion, by the wayside; but it has not
been because they were more wick-
ed than other people. The laws
were not trampled upon, the Consti-

tution was not violated in order to|

punish wickedness that could not be
punished by any other means. It
has been bucause we have received
and taugit, as we believed, the
everlasting Guspel—the Gospel of
the Bon of God.

My brethren and sisters, youn
ought to understand these things.
But the question arises—4it presents
itself before me this afternoon—
have you and are you living today
&0 as to have this living testimony

not | in your hearls concerning the work
for- | of God?
So it has been from that | or yielded to influences that are not

Or have you indulged in

of God? I suppose thiere is not one

a constant characteristic of the | Latter-day Baint within this bujld-
teaching of the servants of Cod.|ing today {(who has not been born in

,have been per|
secuted, then, it has not been for}

the Church,) who has journeyed
fron: other lands, who has not come
here because he or she has been im-
pelled by faith in the Gospel as
heard and espoused by them. Those
whno were born here have, of course,
been Lrought np in the aith of their
parents, but those who bave come
from afar have becen prompted in
their movements by the testimony
that they received. It is a serious
guestion for every one of us—Is that
testimony buruing within us, is it a
living tegtimony iu our hearts today
ags much as it was wheu we first
reached here?

I hear of murmnring. This is a
time of trial for the Latter-day
Baints. We have now for upwards
of four years been undergoing perse-
cution—some have called it prosecu-
tion; but it has assumed a form of
persecution in many instances. One
class has been greatly tried; their
faith has been greatly tested—wo-
men and children especially. They
have had to undergo many afflie-
tions, they have had o bearl
many sorrows. True, a good many
of the people have mnot felt
tlie burden of this jpersccution,
or prosecution—clioose which terni
you please — beyond the natursl
sympathy they had for their
brethren and sisters in afflic-
tion. Doubtless many hearts
have been filled with sym-
pathy, and the } eople have sorrowed
with a deep sorrow beeuuse of the
sufferings of others. The guestion
has frequently been propounded to
me. “What is going to be the resulb
of this? There is only one portion
of the community feeling the bur-
den of this afliiction. Are they the
culy ones wlo will have trials an
sorrows? Are they the only ones
whose faith ig going to be tested?
Are we who have endeavored 0
keep what we believe has been the
command of God to go througl
more thian the rest?’”? Questions 0
this character have heen put to me
time and time again, But we kinow
that the Latter-day Snints are all
to be tested. If they aftain to the
same glory they will have to beal
afflictions which will try them to the
fullest extent. There will be no dis-
tinction in this respect. If we are
s0 fortunate as to enter into the
glory which God has prepared 1of
His faithful children, we will all
have to be tried as gold that f1as beel
purified through the furuace sever
times, until all the dross of ou!
natures, 1ntil all that is wrong 111?"
earthly and that is not ¢f God ﬁ"}]
be cleansed from us. Qur spirt
have come from God, they will l'BE
turn to God, but our bodies are ©
the earth and therefore have to
purified aud brought into subjectior
to law, until when we receive thel
n the merning of the first resurret”
ion, our spirits re-united with o9*
Lodies, we can enter into t!'l_‘;
presence of our God and dwell I;h“v“l
eternally. But if we have not bw-lc
subject to the law, if we hevt
\riD{at-ed the commands of God, !
we hiave not walked before Hind od
as to be purified and sanctif i
through obedience, then we sPOE
nob partake of that glorious resu""’fo
tion that hias been promised un
the faithful,



