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prove the bad character of the
prophet but we also know what
credit must be a cached to slander
ersere inspired by bigotry and hatred

were we to draw our informa-
tion from such sources concerning
christ himself we would have to
reject even him the spotless lamb
of god for the enemies did not
fail to stain the character of christ
he out devils through beel-

zebub the chief of the devils
luke 11111515 say we not well

that thou arta samaritan an infi-
del and hast a devil john

A special charge against jesus
was that he was a drunkard math
11111919 and generally he was ac-
cused of being on intimate terms
with sinners luke 15 2 by
which term the jews un-
derstoodderstood outcasts reprobates I1

the company of which was
contaminating in itsita influences
finally as is well known our sa-
vior was tried and condemned to
death bbyy the ecclesiastical authoraauthori-
ties for blasphemy and by the civil
court for treason must all this be
believed certainly not we know
that those charges were dictated by
hatred neither must we believe
what hatred has dictated against
joseph the prophet

atteralter all the most diligent
darers have not been able to bring
ananythingthinthing against the prophet worse
than was brought as a charge
against the alist christians when
a great calamity bebel the ro
iman empire Vr a part there
off the christians were the origina-
tors pests and famines it was
thought came on account of the
christians or even that the chris-
tians made them through secret ex

sms ipin their private meetings
duringburing the reign of nero romeborne
wasas consumed by a conflagration
that lasted for seven days five

deaths of the city were laid in
asheshes including temples palaces
andab otherher monumental buildings

enough the embittered people hadbad
awn to believe that the emperor

myself had caused the fire yet as
on as the report was started

thatat the christians had done
it this was willingly believed
italdnd a pepersecutionrselution broke out
lnIII which mmostost of the apos

8 of our lord were cruelly
gutput to death that the christians
practiced bloody sins in their meet
schsaii that they killed and ate the

idren and that they plotted
4adust the state were common

but we know that theseswW similar accusations had no
foundation in realityA very strong proof as anyone
Ntinted with human nature will

bialtutta that joseph the prophet was
aman
I1 Q whose life corresponded withachteachingsteachingseach ings is the fact that those

0 knew him best from private
reourae with him are his

aau earnest admirers hisikafe his brothers his par
445 are alla found among the

who joined the church howild this be if joseph the prophet
ad notmot in his daily life been a livtoo witness to the fact that he reaureally

CO with god this fe4well worth consideration A man
professes totd have a divine mes-

a

sage must live accordingly or else
stand rebuked as a liar before those
who know him

not less remarkable is the fact
that even apostates testify to the
truth of the claims of joseph thus
david whitmer although his posi-
tion towards the church in later
yearsvears was not exactly a friend-
ly one yet on being asked
if he believed that joseph
was a true prophet he in-
variably answered do I1 still
believe that joseph smith was a
divinely inspired prophet I1 know
liehe was it is not a matter of belief
and this testimony the old man has
given to the world wi his very
deathbeddeath bed

considering all this we must con-
clude that the life of the prophet
and the doctrines which he taught
were in such barharmony with each
other as to impress his surroundings
and friends with the fact that he
was a man of god if so his mes-
sage must be divine for no evil
power could operate through a
ririghteousoteous person

thiswis kind of evidence however
is more to be felt as it were than
described its force on the mind
will depend on the moral character
of the investigator pure minds
practical in holiness will feel its
force stronger than other less pure
minds all will depend on those

relationships of spirits of which
even poets have dreamed the
nathaniel the israelite indeed
in whom is no guile could feel in
the mere presence of christ
through the spirit that emanated
from him that here was more than
man and be had to exclaim rab-
bi thou art the son of god thou
art the king of israel so will men
whose hearts are pure in following
joseph the prophet through his
short but exceedingly eventful car-
reer certainly feel in their heart
that here is a messenger of god and
perhaps sing with the poet

we behank thee 0 god foror a prophettet
to guide us in these latter days

DIRECT EVIDENCE

with direct evidence theolo-
gians mean such evidence as is
supplied by the lord and his ser-
vants

it is true that miracles are often
appealed to as evidence of the di-
vinevine mission of christ nicodemus
says I1 no man can do these mira-
cles that tou doest except god be
with him 5 john lii 2 christ
himself supports this view 1I
have greater witness than that of
john for the work which the
father has given me to finish the
same works that I1 do bear witness
of me that the father hathbath sent
me john v 36 believe me
that I1 am in the father and the
father in me orbr else believe me for
the very works sake john xiv
11 also but that ye may know
that the son of man hathbath power on
earth to forgive sinseins he says to the
sick of palsy I1 say unto thee
arise and take up thy bed and go

thyt way unto thine housedhouse mark
ii 10 11 here clearly miracles
are furnished as evidence of christs
divine mission

but it must be remembered that

the performance of miracles is not
always a proof of divine authority
the egyptian magicians worked
several miracles it seems in the
sight of pharoahPha thereby turning
his heart away from god the
disciples of the phariseesPharisees at the
time of christ also performed mira-
cles they charged christ with
the crime of being connected with
the powers of darkness and thatJElehe
by such aid cast out demonsydemonesdemo nEF to
which charge christ with holy ina
dig nation replies if I1 cast out
demons with the aid of beelzebub
by whom do your childrenchilden cast out
demons so that miracles were
by no means something which
christ claimed as his exclusive
prerogative it has also been clear-
lyprerogativeFrey foretold that antichristanti christ should
claim miraculous powers and there-
by deceive manymahy his coming is
after the working of satan with all
power and signs and ly-
ing wonders 2 thess liii 9 and
he boeth great wonders so that
he madeth fire come down
from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men and decel veth them
that dwell on the earth by the
means of those miracles which he
had power to do in the sight of the
beast revkev xiii 131413 14 from
these passages it is clear that
caution is needed in accepting this
kind of evidence miracles may be
evidence of the presence of god
or the presence of autantichristichrist

nor is the performance of mira-
cles always necessary to prove di-
vine authority A man may be
sent from god in bruer to
fulfilfulfill a very important mis-
sion without having to prove
this by miracles thus john the

a very important mis-
sion he came to prepare the
way for the appearance of christ
yet it is not known that he proved
his mission by miracles

jlit is true that christ and his
apostles after him worked many
striking miracles even the raising of
the dead but these miracles were
after all not so frequent as has
sometimes been imagined those
men of gudgod did not touch every-
thing with supernatural power
healing every rack person they saw
raising every dead one changing
the common day occurrences of life
into scenes matching the stories of
the arabian nights not at all
their miracles were comparatively
scarce they were exceptional oc-
currencescurren ces thus when paul was
incarcerated in rome the cold
prison walls forming but a poor
shelter for his body during the win-
ter and his friends probably being
up he asks timotheus kindly to
bring with him the cloak which
paul had forgotten at at the
house of one of the brethren COOcalled
carpus 2 tim iv 13 the pass-
age is as prosaleprosaic as it could possibly
be and has nothing supernatural
about it still more in the samesanio
chapter we hear paulI1 diligently
plead with timotheus to come to
romeborne to him for he yaswas
now alone all except
had forsaken him and amongamo tg
other misfortunes was this that
he had had to leave Trophinlug
sick at Milet tim erastus abode


