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il therthe reconstructed mates
A year of peace and general prosperi-

ty to this nation has passed since thetho
insolastassembling of congress behavewe havehavo
through a 1kindind providence been bles-
sed with abundant crops and have
been spared from complications and
war with forelforeigngri natnationsloje in our midst
comparative harmodybhashabas beon restored
it is to bw regrettedlegjegretted however thalthat 1

free exercise of the elective franchise
has hyby violence andsad intimidation beaniappleppl
denied to citizens in exceptional casescabes
and in several dfof the estatestates lately in
rebelrebellionllonilon randand the verdict of the people
liaslidshaa thereby been reversed the states
of Virginvirginiaiq mississippi and texas llavehave
been restored totoitok representation in our
national councouncilsellsclis GeorGeorgigeorgiadiglaigiaiaj the only
state now without representation may
confideconfidentlyatly be expected to take her
place there aisoalso at the beginning of the
new year and then letJet us hope will
be completed the work 0of reconstruc-
tion with an on the
part of the people in the national obli-
gation tapayto pay thetiie public debt created
as the price of purnuu unionurion the perpenpensionssionaslona
to our disabled bigFigsoldiersidlers alaand sailors and
their widows and orphans and in the
changes to the constitution which have
been made necessary by the great re-
bellion there is no reason why we
should not advance in material pros-
perityyandand happiness as no other nation
dididdafterafter so protracted and devastating
a war

american protection in eraneefrance
soonboon after the existing war broke out

in europe the protection of the UUSS
minister in parislasris was invoked in fa
vorgor of the north germans domiciled in
french territory instructions were
issued to grant the protection this
has been followed bbyy an extension of
american protectprotectionionibn to citizencitizens of sax-
ony hesse saxe coburg gotha col-
umbia portugal uruguay the domin-
ican Eerepublicpublic equador chillchili para-
guayguay and Venez uinuld ja paris the
charge was ianjan oneronerousonsoms one requiring
constant and severesavere laborjabor i as well as
the exercise of patience prudence and
good judgment ithai been performed

entireentine satisfaction of this govern-
ment and as I1 wa officially informed t
equally so to theatisfaction of the gov-
ernment of north germany
attitude of the UV S to tleilie re

public i

As soon as I1 learned that a tepurepublicalic
had been proclaimed in arlapariaaria andund the
peopeopleleofof france hadbad acquiesced in the
changochange theabb nilmilministeralster of the united
statesStites waswabwas directed by telegraph to
recognizezb it anaand ttendertondererider my congratu
lablona andaud those batheof the people of the
united states in the rerb establishment
in france of a system of government
disconnected with the dynastic tradi-
tions of europeeuropi which appeared to be
a proper subject for the felicitationsfelicitations of
americans should the present strug-
glegleVeresultsultsuit in attaching the hearts of the
french to our simpler forms of repres-
entativeenta tive government it will be a sub-
jectjeet of still further satisfactionI1 ouroff
people while wwee make no effort to
impose our institutions the inin-
habitants of other couilcouiicountriestries and while
we adhere to the traditional neutrality
in civil interests elsewhere we0 cannot
be indifferent to the spread of Ameamerican
political ideas in a great andund highly
civilized country like france weave
weleawere asked by the new government to
use our grod offices jointly with thosethos0
of european powers I1 inthein the interest bf
peace phd answer waswasl made that the
established policy and the true interintent
ests of the united states forforbadebader themI1to interfere in european questions
jointly with eureuropean powers I1 as-
certainedcerta ined informally aniandl unofficially
that the government germany
was not thenthan disposed foto listen to huellsuch
representations fronifrom any powers and
though earnestly wishing lo10 see the
blessings of peace restored to the bel-
ligerentsligerents with all of whom the united
states are on terms ofbf friendship I1 de-
clined anthoon thothe part of wetoe government
to take a step which could only result
in injury to our rubtriberue interests without
advancing the object fur which odiour in-
terventiontion wasvas invoked should the
time come when the action of the
united statesstatescanseancanean hasten the return of
peace by a single kiburlibur that action will
be heartily taktakeneunefitW Ameamerican neutrality

it prudent in viewmew of
the number of persons of germangermar
andaud French birth living in theto issue soon
official notice ofa ststateate
been received fronfrom both belligerents

ft proclamationlamatlonmation defining the duties of
tthebperununitedsted states as a neutral and the
obligations of persons residing within
their territory to observe their laws and
the laws of nations the proclamation
was followed by others as circumstan-
ces seemed to call for them the peo
gieglepie thus acquainted in advance of their
duties and obligations have assisted in
preventing violations of the neutrality
of the united states

the united states andnud spain
it is not understood that the condi-

tion of the insurrectinsurrectionlohion in cuba has
matermateriallylally changed since the close of
the last bessionsession of congress in an
early stage of the contest the authorities
afof spain inaugurated a system of arbia
arary arrests of close confinement or
militaryarVarr triaitrial hrictand execution of persons
suspected of complicity voitvoltwitht thejh insur-
gentsgents andoenna af summary embargo of
ithelia property and the of
their revenues by executive warrant
such proceedingproceedingssasas farasfar AS they affected
theithe persons or property of citizens ofgidoweisomthe unitedniti states were inili violationfoiiolfolatlon of
the provisions bt the treaty ofdf 1795
betweebetweenn the united states and spain
representations of injuries resultingresalting totd
sevseveraldial persons claiming to be citizens
of the united statestates by reason of stiasuch
violations were made to the spanish
governagovernmentent from april 1869 to june
last the spanish minister at wash-
ington had been clothed with a limited
power to aid in redressing such wrongs
but that power was found to be with-
drawn in yiewview as itwaswa saidsald of theredothe revo-
lutionarylutio nary situsituationatioatlon in which the island
of cuba then was whichchich however did
not lead to the revocation or suspension
of the extraordinary and arbitrary
functions exercised bytty the executive
power iliin cuba arndarid e were obliged to
make out complaint madrid in the
negotiations thusthug opened and still
pending there the unitedonittaOnittd states only
claimed ithac forthefor the future thethem rights
secured to their citizens by treaty
should be respected in cuba and that
as to the past a joint tritrlbunattribunal should be
established in the united states with
enli jurisdiction over all such claims
before stichsuch an paralim tribunal
each claimant would be required to
prove hishi s caseease on the other hand
spain would be atrit liberty to traverse
every material foot and thus complete
equity wouldmould be done A case which
at one time threatenedthreatendd seriously to
affect tha relations between the united
states and spain has already been als
posedposea oflof ththis way thetile claims of the
lloyd aspinwall forfbi rnethe illegal siez
arcandure and detention of that vessel waswaswag re-
ferred

1

feriod to arbitration by mutual consent
and has resulted in an award to the
unitedunita states for the owners of the
same ofnineteen thousand sevenbeven hun-
dred and two dollars and fifty cents in
gold

another and longlony pending claim of
dike naturemature that of the whale ship
canada hashab been disposed of by friend-
ly arbitration durinduring the present year
it was referred by tilethe joint consent of
brazil and the united states to the de-
cisionesioello of sir edward thornton her
britannic Maje

0 at wash-
ington who kindly undertook the la-
borious task of examining the voluvolumi-
nous

mi
gnass of correspondence and testi-

mony submitted by the two govern
ments and awarded to the united
states the sunssunisumbum of one hundred thou-
sand seven hundred dollars and nine
scentscents in gold which has since been
paid by the imperial governinggovernmentrit
these recent examples show that the
mode which the united states has
proposed to spain for adjusting the
pending claims is just and feasible and
that it may beba agreed to by otherothen na-
tions without dishonor it is to be
hoped that thisthia moderate demand will
be acceded to by spain without further
delay should the pending negnegotia-
tions

otlaotia
unfortunately and unexpectedly

be without reresultstilt itibb will then become
my duty to communicate that fact to
Coilcoricongressgress and invite its action on the
subject

theebe south american republics 1

the loag deferred peace conference be-
tween spam and the allied south ameri-
can republics habhaa been inaugurated in
washlWashwashingtoningtonlogton under the auspiceauspices4 of
theithe united states pursuant to a
jreire commendation contained faithein the reso
1 lutian of the house of representativesrepresentatives

f the december 1866 the execu-
tive department of the govgovernment
joffofferedered its friendly offices for the pro-
motion of apt keetee and harmony between
spain and th allied republicarepublics hesi-
tation and obstacles occuroccurredhedked to the ac

the offer ultimately howow
everievert a coneonconferencefereneeferebee was arranged andslid
was opened in this city on thebeoctoberpctober at which I13 authorized the secamrmarybofof state to ppresidereside it was at

tendedended by the miimilministers peru
chili and equador in consequence of
thehe absence ofa representative fromirom bo-
livia the conference was adjourned un-
til the attendance of a plenipotentiary
fromrom that republic could be secured or
other measures could be adopted to-
wards compassing its object the allied
and other republics of spanish origin
on this continent may see in this
fact a new proof of our sincere in-
terest in their welfare of our de-
sire to see them blessed with good
governments capable of maintaining
order and preserving their respective
territorial integrity and of our sin-
cereeerogero wish to extend our own commer
acial and social relations with them the
time ignot probably farnar distant when
aihiiii the natural course bftit events the
european political connectionwwithi ith this
continent will cessecease our policy should
be shaped in view of this probability
paab as to ally thathe continental interests of
I1these spanish states lnoresnoie closely to
ours and thus give the united
statestates all the preeminencepre eminence and all the
pdvantageadvantage which monroe adamsadain and
clay contemplated when thay propos
ed to join to the congress ofpanama

sansau D etingin annexation
during the lastlawt session of congress

1 a
treaty for the annexation of therethebethe repub-
lic

u
ot0 san domingo to thehe united states

failed to receive the requisite two thirds
vote of the senate I1 was thoroughly
convinced then that the best interests
of the countrcountryyif commercially and ma-
teriallyterially demanded its ratification
time has only confirmed me in this
view I1 now firmly believe that the
moment it Is known that the united
states have entirely abandoned the
project of aceacceptingepting as a part of its terteneerler

the island of san domingo ait freetree
port will be negotiated for by european
nations in the bay of samana A large
edincommercialmercial city will spring up to
which we will be tributary without re-
ceiving corresponding benefits the
government 0 sanpan domingo has vol-
untarilyuntarily sought this annexation it Is
a weak powerpowen I1 nunanubanumberingbering probably less
than one hundred and twenty thous-
and soulssoule and yet possessing oneofie of
the richest localities under therhe sansun
capable of supporting a population of
tentea millions of people in luxury the
people of sanban domingo are not capable
of maintaining themselves in their
prespresentent condition and must look for
outsoutsideldaida support they yearn forthafor tha
protection of our treejlee institutions and
laws 1 our progress and civilization
shallshail we refuse themotheto thathe acquisition
ofeansan domingo is desirable because of
itsibi geographical position I1it commands
the entrance to the CarrlCarricarrideanbean sea and
thetho isthmus transit of commerce It pos
besses the richest bollsoil the bestbeat andglud most
capacious harbors thethi most salubrious
climate andand the most valuable products
of the forest and mines and fanyoany of
thorest india islands its possession by
us INwin in a few yearbyears buildup a coast-
wise commercecommeree of immense magnitude
which wllwall go far toward restoring to
us our lost merchant marine it will
give to usug those articles which we con-
sume greatly and do not prodproducetice thus
equalizing our exports and imports in
case of foreign war it will give us com-
mand of all tthehe islands referred to and
thus prevent an enemy from again pos-
sessing himself of a rendezvous upon
our coast at present our coast trade
between the states bordering on the
atlantic and those bordering on thegulf of mexico isleyis by the bahamas and
the antilles twice we must as it
were pass through foreign countries to
get from georgeorgiaIs to the cast coast of
floridafloridi sanbanuyeruler with a stable
government under which her immense
resources caucan be developed will glyegiveI1

remunerative wages to ten thouthousandand
laborers not now upon the island this
labor will take advantage of every avail-
able Inaeansaf transportation to abandon
the adjacent islandsIslandsandand seeseekbeekk the bles
sings of its freedom and the sequence
of escheach inhabitant receiving the reward
of his own labor porto rico and cuba
will s have to abolish slavery las a mmea-
sure

ea
of self preservation to retain their

laborers san domingo will become a
large consumer of the products odtheof the
bornorthernthern farms and manufactures
rhethe cheap rate at which her citizenscan be furnished with food tools andslid

make it necessary that citi-
zens of contiguous islands abound have
thethe same advantages in order to com-
pete with the production of bugaibugalsugarbugar cof-
fee tobacco and tropical fruits this
willvill open to the united states a wider
market for her products and the pro
id induction of ourohrour supply of these articles
will cutcul off more than one hundred
millions of our annual imports besides
angely increasing our etexportsports wath

suehsuch a pictureleture it is easy to see howbow our
large debt abroad lais ultimately tabeto be

extinguished with a balance of trade
against uaus including inteInieinterestreat of bondabonds I1

held by foreigners and the money ship
mentor our citizens trave lingin foreign
lands which Is equal to the entire yield
of precious metals in this country it
is not so easy to see how this result is
to be otherwise accomplished the ac-
quisition of sanban domingo is an adhe-
sion to the munroe doctrine and is a
measure of national protection it ila
asserting our just claims to a controll-
ing influence over the great commer-
cial traffic soon to flow from the west
to the east bywayby way of the isthmus of
darienparlen it is to build up our merchant
marinemerine it is to furnish new markets
for the products of our farms shops and
manufacturers it is to make slavery
unsupportable in cuba and porto bimrim
atht once and ultimately soto in brazil it is
to settle the unhappy conditionof cuba
and end an exterminating conflict it is
toito provide an honest meansmeane of paying
our honhonestest debts without bertaovertaxingovertakingovertaxing
thetha people it is to furnish our citizens
with the necessaries of everydayevery day life
at cheaper ratebrates than ever before and
it is in fine a rapid stride towards that 1

1

reatnebs which the intelligence in-
dustry and enterprise of of
the united states entitle this country
to16 assume among the nationsI1

early action drued
in view of the importance of this

question I1 earnestly urge upon con-
gress early action and an expression of
its views as to the best means of ac-
quiring san domingo my suggestion
is that by joint resolution of the two
houses of congress thetho executive be
authorized to appoint a commission
to negotiate for a treaty with the au-
thoritiesties of san domingo for the ac-
quisition of that island andana thatthit an ap-
propriation be made to defray the ex-
penses of such commission the ques-
tion may then behe determined bytheby the
action of the two houses of congress
upon a resolutionorioti of annexation as in
the the acquisition of texas so
convinced am I1 of all the advantages to
flow from the acquisition of san dom-
ingo and of ththee great disadvantages I1
might almost sayany calamities to flow
from non acquisition that I1 believe the
subject has onlyduly to be investigated to
be apptappiapprovedoved

mexico
it is fobetobeto be regretted thatthai our repre-

sentations iniii regard totb the injurious ef
fecca especially upon thathe jt evenue of

i the united states of0 the policy of the
mexican government in exempting
from import duties a large tract of its
territory conouron our borders have not only
been fruitless but that it is even pro-
posed in that country to extend the
limits within which the prprivilege ad-
verted to has hitherto been in operation
the expedience of looking into and
giving your serious consideration to the
proper means for counteracting the
policy referred to it is resumedpresumed will
engage yoyourur earnest attention

Mxtraditionextradition
it is the obvious interest espeespeciallycbally of

neighboring nations to provide against
injury to thothoseie who inayinnymay have commit-
ted high crimes within their border
and who may have sought refuge
abroad for this purpose extradition
treaties have been concluded with bevsev-
eral of the central american republics
and others arearg in proprogressgrebsgregs

the venezuela claims
the sense of congress is desired as

early as may be convenient upon the
proceedproceedingsngs of the cormcorn mission on claims
pi venezuela which were

in the messages of march ath
1869 march isiibi 1870 and march bist
1870 it hasbus been deemed advisable
not to distribute anhofany of the money
which hslids beenbeell received from that gov
brnvaenpien t until congress shall jiahe act-
ed upon the subject

the massacres in china
the massacres of french and rus-

sian rolnelresidentsdents at under cir-
cumstancescumstances of great barbarity 1 were
supposedbupeupsupposedposed by some to have been pre
memeditatedlisted and toao indicate a purpose
among the populace to exterminate
foreign residents in the chinese em-
pire the evidence fails to establishbuegsuchsuehsuch a supposition but shows a com-
plicity by the local authorities and the
mob the government atht afpfkin how-
ever seems to have been disposed to
fulfillfulfil its treaty oblationsobligations so far as itift
was able to do so unfortunately the
news of the cprwarwan between the german
states and Frfranceitrice beached china soon
after the massacre and it would ap-
pear that the popular mind became

theme lidea thatthia con-
test extexiextenextendingendingaing to chiaieseChiiieselese waters would
neutralize the christian influence and


