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THE SIOUX WAR WHO IS re-
sponsible FOR CUSTERSOUSTERS

DISASTER

FORT LINCOLN D T
sept 2

the column which left the yel-
lowstonelowslow tonostone on the loth of september
under the command of major renoken
reached wolfs point on the mis-
souri

mis-
soursourbour river on the afternoon of tilethe

I1 wwithout encountering anyADY
signs tthat1tat would indicateIndichte the pres-
ence of an indian force our sud-
den expedition to point was
caused by a report that long dog
with some followers had crossed
thothe missouri and that the river
bank for a mile was covered with
indianaIndiang on examination it turn-
ed out that longxong logbog and his fol-
lowers had crossed the river and
endeavored to procure ammunition
from the agent major mitchell
who heldhold a long conference with
the chief trying to persuade him
to surrender this he declined to
do stating that sittingbitting bull was
on hisliis way to fort peck and would
compel the agent to issue ammuni-
tion to his warriors long DOdogsIs
party stated that at one time they
were surrounded by the soldiers
and had to abandon their tepees and
other property in order to escape
they were under the impression
that the soldiers were in pursuit of
them although our column had no
suspicion of their presence onoil
fiuflufindingdirig they could obtain no am-
munition at the agency they con-
tinued their march and are sup-
posed to have gone into the cana-
dian dominions pursuit was im-
possible0 ibleibie as the missouri at wolfsKpointinelsis not fordable

on the morning of the gen
eralcral terry arrived on board the
steamer john MH chambers and
learning the exact state of affairs
answered officially that the cam-
paign was at an end next mor-
ning the return march began on
gen terrys arrival at buford he
received from general sheridan a
very complimentary dispatch ap-
provingprovin his course during the cam-
paign

now that the campaign is over
no timetithe should be lost in clearing
up the causes which led to the
great disaster that will ever be re-
membered in our history no con-
fidence canban be placed in the official
report of the battle of the ofjune it is fullfall of inaccuracies
and has been read with something
approaching astonishment by the
men who took part in the fight
ifit the public want to know the
whole truth about the custerouster mas
sacre there must be a full and
searching investigation where the
witnesses will have to answer on
their oath if such investigation
should be held startling revelations
may be looked for the story of
custerscustoms fight and death is still
unwritten your correspondent
has gleaned some important facts
which must compel further inves-
tigations but the officers of the
regiment will give no information
unless they are compelled to do so
from the dartheday the jyeraldherald corres-
pondent arrived in the cacampmp of the
bie86 cavalry he ssedulouslyedubously
sought such information as would
enable him to place this grive
question in its true light and fix in
a manner that should have no roomroom
for cavil or evasion the responsibil-
ity of the disaster that beset our
arms on the of june the
tastaskkwaswas not an easy one it was
beset with difficulties that could
notnob be mettmot and overcome in the
ordinary way menlilen there were who
could tell the whole truth but they
wereivere soldiers it was their duty to
be silentwent they were obliged to
poalpoagpealpeak the official language they
worewerevotevore loyal to their regiment there
was a bechet and they felt them-
selves bound in honor to be silent
atvasit was also their interest was it
not knon that the men who had
in life been thetho enemies of the dead

f custerouster were more than overever his
enemies now that he was dead
how then could a mere subaltern
dare to express an opinion he
must speak official language or hohe
must prepare to be jjumped ththatat is
pounced upon at some unwary mo-
ment and treated with the full rigor
of military law driven from his
profession and made a beggar upon
zhethe world after years of meritorious
service what wondervonder that men
who know the whole truth refused
to speak their own thoughts and
merely echoed the official language
but little bypy little the truth came
out words spoken at every un-
guarded moment and dropped in
the heat of argument simple ques-
tions answered by officers and meninen

and the whole joined together and
M

coilcoriconnectednecA has produced the convic-
tion that there waswaa blundering
want of soldierly sympathy a
failure on the part of men to do
their duty or in sup-
porting general custer that might
be called by an ugly name the
whole truth of the custer massacre
will never be known unless the
american public demand a full and
searching investigation when ev-
ery man whowilo was in the fight on
the of june at the little big
horn will be compelled to tell what
liehe knows there is buried with
the dead a terrible secret but the
witnesses still live and the gov-
ernment can learn the whole truth
if the government wants to know
it then canchu be settled forever
the question whether the Inasmassacresacresacro
of the little bigbiff horn must be
charged to rashness of the dead or
prudence of the living the issue
is a fair one and must not be eva-
ded elthereither custer or the men
who survived him must be made re-

sponsible for the lives lost on the
little big horn andwod now while
the witnesses are alive is18 the time
to settle the question forever

that custer was jujustifiedstifled in
making the attack on the village
will hardly be questioned by any
officer who has had any experience
of indian fighting on that point
the opinion of officers of the sev-
enth cavalry 1is133 unanimous even
todayto day they believe that had the

men who rode after custers
flag come into contact as a bodyhotly
with the indians success would
not have been doubtful for a mo-
ment the question therefore
hinges on the descriptioni

1

0n of tthehe
troops in the actual fight and this
naturally involves the considera-
tion of how far custersOu plans were
carried out by his subordinate offi-
cers and what amount of co opera
tion behe received at their hands
there is the story of the fight in the
bottom about which various ver-
sions are given even by those who
happened to be engaged in it an
investigation would throw some
curious light on the actions of pro-
minent actor and bring out in
bold relief names that have scarce-
ly been mentioned in connection
with the fighttight or the rout as one
may choose to view it according
to the ofruofraofficialelatclat report the three com-
panies in fhe bottom under major
reno were overwhelmed by a mass
of indians and compelled to take to
the woods A prominent actor in
the fight assured me that when the
skirmish line retired to the woods
there were not fifty indiansindiana actually
engaged with renos command it
is extremely doubtful whether
more than one man had been
struck by a hostile bullet when the
skirmish line retired to the woods
nearly all the men were killed
while getting their horses or on the
way to the ford tbthereere was a great
deal of confusion and the ride to
the ford something like a stampede
with reno at the head opinions
are divided also as to whetherhet lieriier the
position at the point of woods in
the bottom was tenable or not one
coolheadedcool headed man assured me that
11niftyfiftyaty men could have held it against

indians
the mass of indians who moved

into the bottom took no part in the
fight against benos command
As they moved out from their vil-
lageage they caught sight otof custer on
the bluffbluffs s and turned off to meet
him and prevent him falling on
their women and children the
story that they first overwhelmed
reno and then turned to custer is
pronounced a fiction somo of
renos command fought with great
bravery especially captain french
who was the last man to cross the
ford infin the retreat he remained
behind his company and at times
was completely surrounded by in-
dians major reno led the run to
the bluffs as he tells us iniu his offi-
cial report but there it is called a
charge though there were no in-
dians between the bluffs and the
retreating cavalry to charge when
the retreat began from the skirmish
line onyonly one man is known to have
been wounded

the number of indians actually
engaged with troops at this point
did not exceed sixty all theibe men
who were killed in this command
fell while getting their horses and
while they wewerere retreating across
the ford to the bluffs except the
wounded man who waswaa abandoned
in the retreat the handling of
the troops on this occasion has been
very severely criticizedcriticised on enter-
ing the bottom they were first de-
ployed as skirmishers and then
mounted and dismounted several
times within a few minutes with
out any apparent cause the soleol

dledieadlersrs were withawithdrawnMwn from skir-
mish line after had fired a few
shots at the indians who were a
long way off and there was no de-
fence of the woods worthy of the
name all this conspired to de-
moralize the troops and the manner
in which the retreat was conductedcon ducted
caused it to degenerate into a stam-
pede there is19 a strong impression 1

that hadbad a tougher fight been made
in the bottom the indians could
not have overwhelmed custerouster with
their whole force it must be kept
well in mind that the whole indian
force withdrew and concentrated to
attack CusCusteterastepasraapaa soon as reno had
retreated to the the state-
ment that the indians remained in
front of renos position firing drop-
ping shotsshot is absolutely contradict-
ed by officers who were present
the indians left reno severely
alone on his bill and for an hour
heavy firing was distinctly audible
in the direction custer hadbad taken
according to captain Ben teens
awn statement he arrived on the
field at the moment when renosbenos
command were escaping up the
heights and immediately joined
his forces with those of major renobeno
there were then six companies as-
sembled hill increasedcreasedio soon
to seven by the arrival of captain
mcdougall with the pack train
that is to say there was a force
more numerous than that with

i general custercuter and who can doubt
that the dead heros eyes were often
turned backward along hisbis trail
watching for the cloud of dust that
would tell him his troopers were
coming like a whirlwind to his sup-
port

but they came not and no seri-
ous effort was made to reach him
when renos command took posi-
tion on the hill the indans disap-
peared and went over the range of
lower hills that hid custercaster and his
gallant men from view of his seven
companies that were drawn up
upon the hill under reno with not
an enemy in view with not a soul
to bar the way while the roll of the
riderifle volley across the hills told that
custer and his men were fighting
for their lives

in the official report furnished by
major reno it is stated that com-
pany D of the SeventhCavalry was
sent forward to open communica-
tion with general custer this
statement is inaccurate it is true
that D company of its own accord
and without orders did move for-
ward to the crest of the hill which
hid custerouster and the men who died
with him from the rest of the com-
mand but they did s only when
tired with the inaction of colonel
renosrends command while rifle vol-
leys were telling that their com-
rades were being done to deathyet horsemen under majmajoror
reno were standing on a hill nopnot
four miles away from where gener-
al custer fell with not an Indindianlarilarl
opposing their advance when D
company went forward without
orders precious time had been lost
and the order sent after this com-
pany was delivered when the comcorn
pany was returning custerscosters force
was then destroyed but had the
seven companies under major reno
advanced when captain Ben teens
battalion came up there is no doubt
that they could have arrived at
custers battle field in time tatol take
part in the fight

if renobeno thought itt possible for
one company to openoper communica-
tion with general custer why did
he not try to join with his seven
companies why was the masmasss of
horsemen kept idle on the hill for
a space of time calculated at two
hours not hurledburled into the fight
when they first arrived what
were seven companies of cavalry
doing gathered upon a hill when
four miles away their comrades
were fighting desperately for their
lives when some members of D
company reached the summit of a
range of low hills which hid cus-
ters

cust-
omstombtoms command from the view of
major renosbenos forces they saw some
two miles away crowds of indians
on a hill which is now thought to
be the hill on which custer died
the indians were riding hhitherither and
thither and on the plains masses
of mounted men were swaying
back and forth and straggling shoshots
were fired from time to time it
was the end of the tragedyjy the
last victims were being offeredored up
from this it is clear that if seven
companies hadllad advanced at a gallop
to where the firing was heardbeard in-
stead of halting an hour or two
on the hill they could have
arrived in ampleampie time to have co-
operated with custer there wasivas
nothing to prevent them doing seofeo0
the fifty or sixty indians wha hadbad

or renor command

gadhad gone to aaketakeake part in the fight
against chater and major renolleno
and hisbia command were left abso-
lutely free until custer men had
been massacred when the whole
indian force returned to attack the
men been standing idle
for two hours while these same in-
dians slaughtered their comrades
how this cameedme to pass and who is
the responsible person must ibe an-
swered by a searching invdinvinvestiga-
tion

estigo

captain benteenben teen also who inini
ddefense of the hill wonyon golden
opinions for his great courage and
coolness willivill have unfortunately
to explain why his bat tallon failed
to appear at an early bouronhour on the
battle field he had returned to the
main trail and was following in
custers wake before the fight be
gan and could not at any time have
been during the fight more than
seven or eight miles distant from
where custer fell about seven
miles from custersOu battlebattie field
captain benteen watered hiahla horsesborses
ataat a pool in the road while the
battalion was halted boston custerouster
rode up spoke with several
and then rode on to the front he
was found dead by general custerscustoms
side about two miles from this pool
of water captain benteen receiv-
ed custersCustera last written order
hurry up big village bring up

the packs 11 that order was practi-
cally ignored captain benteen
and hishia battalion walked at the or-
dinary marching pace until the
point waslwashwas reached where renosbenos re-
treating petimen were seen then in
combined force halted for two
hours and took no further part in
the battle until the indians came
back and attacked them no ef-
fort was made to join custer or to
follow up the indians who with
drew from major renosbenos front to go
to attack custer the same in-
dians who fought major benoreno in
the bottom took part in the lightfight
against custercoster and had the com-
panies advanced when they as-
sembled on the hill they could also
have taken part in the fight and
custer might babe living todayto day
why major renosbenos command fail-
ed to move to the assistance of the
general remains to be explained
A beatseaTMIng investigation would
bring to light other and equally
startling revelations with regard to
the conduct of some of the promi-
nent actors in the fight ofor the
of june and justice to tthehe livlivinging1 asIs
well as to the dead demands that
such investigation should be order-
ed by the government new york
herald

reportkeport of the committeeCommitteeteo of the
govegovernorsmors grasshopper conven-
tion at omaha oct 25 and 26
1876

prof bilbybley read the following
COMMITTEE REPORT

your committee appointed to
draft resolutions expressive of the
views of the conferenceconfereneeneo would re-
spectfullyspeetfullyrully report as follows

the rockyhocky mountain locust or
grasshopper by its migrations from
territory to territory and from
stateslate to state destroyingderrodeAroying millions
of dollars worth of the hardbard warnbarnearn-
ings of the western farmers crip

the progress ofor the border
states andarid retarding thestlethe settlementment
ofbf the territories has become a na
dional plagueiague its injuries are of
such magnitude that no effort
should be left untried that will be
likely to diminish or avert them

the work to be done is19 of a two-
fold nature state and national
from the writingwritings of those who
have given the subject carefulcareful at-
tention andund frofrommourmounour own past ex-
perienceperience it is quite manifestmaifilfesttest that
the pest in question is not a native
south of the parallel or east of
the meridian but that it oc-
casionallycasiocabionally overruns the country
south and east of these lines from
the extreme northwestnorth west

there are therefore two press-
ing questions which ddeitaimamandnd our
attentionloh

1 thethothereatbest means of fighting the
plague a it occurs Mmaheintheaheabe state to
which it migrates but inih which it
is not indigenous

2 the thorough investigation
into its habits in its native homehomo
with arleva yiewview of preventing if possi-
ble its migrations

towardaward the elucidation and set-
tlement of the first TOwe havehavu the
dear bought experience of tthee pastt
few years and theretherb has alreadalready
been a large amount of vaianvalanvaluablele in
formforma lonuon obtained and pupublishedI1 dished
in the address of gov pillsbury iain
the rreportaporf ofbf tho special minnesota

commission appointed in 1875 in
the two last entomological reports
mademado to the state of missouri byy its
state entomologist and in the writ-
ings of prof thomas and others
we therefore recommend the pas-
sage of the following resolutions

resolved that aaas much valua-
ble and practical advice has already
been published a committee of
three be appointed to collect and
issueissue in pamphlet form as soon as
possible hllall the more practical
means based on experience that
we now have any knowledge of
toward the destruction of the in-
sect whether as it pours down up-
on us in the winged condition or
as it hatchesout in our midst

resolved that the official report
of the proceedings of this confer
eliceence shall form the preluderidetide to this
pamphlet and that the following
recommendations and statement of
our views as to the possibility of con-
tending with the locust shall form
a part of said pamphlet

we the governors of minnesota
illinois iowa kansas nebraska
missouri and dakotah Territerritorytobytoty
having met in conference for the
purpose of consulting in reference
to the locusts and having exchang-
ed opinions with one another and
with men of long western experi-
ence 1 as well as scientific men and
havihavingbavingng discusseddladiacussed the facts gathered
froinfrom all parts of the west visited by I1

these pests and the various reme-
dies tried and suggested feel fully
warranted in making the following
statements to the people of our re 1

spec tive states and territories
1 that although it is highly

probable thatthai locusts will occasion-
ally visit portions of our territory
unless the national government
finds some means of destroying
them in their native haunts yet it
is evident that the late series of I1

visitation is and
will not be likely to recur for some I1

years to come i

2 it is well known that in most
of the states and especially in the

tafVeastern states along mounmountain
ranges locusts have repeatedly
ravaged the country during the
past century and oftenolten tofo an extent
compared to which our own losses
inksink into insignificance we have
also no certainty that any particu-
larlar section of country will be per-
manentlymanently affaafflictedi acted by or thatthat any
state or territory will be always
exempt bromsfrom the injury of locusts

3 that we have prepared an ap- i

peal to congress on your behalf
requesting it to order a thorough

blewt this subject to see

if it Is to exterminate this
pestatidd feel confident that the

twill be granted wiehl
4 that our consultation with

each other and with those who havehavel
tested the matter has resulted in

the firm conviction that by proper
efforts3 concerted action and a vig-
orous and determined warfare
against them the young grasgrasshop-
pers

hop
which may be hatched out

next year or any subsequent year
can bobe successfully fought and our
crops saved that we are not with i

out remedy butbub we may protectprotects
our crops against them if we wiwill
but make use of the means within
our reach we say this not simpli
for the purpose of encouraging oursout
agriculturists although this laIs ontone

great object we have in view bullbuilbuibul
I1also because we are thoroughly 1

satisfied of its truth and in order
to I1 aid you aaas far as possible wwe

have drawn up the following state j

ment of the methods which maymaybebelbei

adopted to destroy them and toti
protect your crops against them

further in order to meet ththe

emergency that threatens nextneilneit
spring particular stress should be

laid on the best means of cocoping
with the eggs and unfledged younyoung
that will hatchhatli from them in the
spring of 18771977 among these we

deem as most feasible andaud bestbeat cacw
to produce good results

judicious bounty system and as

that recommended by prof rilriirileybileyey
in his eighth report is based on tthitheh
valuable experience gained in IS
and correctly states the principles
that should govern suellsuch legislalegislationtio
we recommend the following

resolvedrieJIesolved that in luraurfiur I1opinion it

will be wise and politic for oftb
1

legislatures of each otof the states antand

territories most deeply Inteinterested
in the locust question to enact
state bounty law offeringing a boun

ltty of per buskelbushelbushel for the collellacolle-
ction and destruction of the egglengsi

perber bushel for the des
tractionfractiontructruetion of the unfledged insects
thatthai the principles aldaidlaid awl
by prof riley for eusucheuchch a aslaww should
be kept in view and that newwwe wiithilj
use our influence to obtain such I1

rawtaw in our respectivee stasvastatest61


