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THE SIOUX WAR—WHO IS RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR CUSTER'S
DISASTER.

ForT LiNcoLN, D. T.,
Sept. 20, 1876.

The column which left the Yel-
lowstone on the 10th of September,
under the command of Major Reno,
reached Wolf’s Point, on the Mis-
souri River, on the afternoon of the
13th, without enceuntering any
signs that would indicate the pres-
ence of an Indian force. Our sud-
den expedition to Wolf’s Point was
caused by a report that Long Dog
with some 150 followers had crossed
the Missouri and that the river
bank fora mile was covered with
Indians. On examipation it turn-
ed out that L.ong Dog and his fol-
lowers had crossed the river and
endeavored to procure ammunition
from the agent, Major Mitchell,
who held a lomg conference with
the chief, trying to persuade him
to surrender. This he declined to
do, stating that Bitting Bull was
on his way to Fort Peck, and would
compel the agent te issue ammuni-
tion to his warriors. Long Dog’s
party stated that at one time they
were surrounded by the soldiers,
and had to abandon their tepees and
other property in order to escape.
They were under the impression

that the soldiers were in pursuit of

them, athough our column had no
suspicion of their presence. On
finding they could obtain no am-
munition at the agency they con-
tinued their march, and are sup-
posed to have gone into the Cana-
dian dominions, Pursuit was im-
possible, as the Missouri at Wolf’s
Point is not fordable.

On the morning of the 15th Gen-
eral Terry arrived on board the
steamer Johin M. Chambers, and,
learning the exact state of aflairs,
answered officially that the cam-
paign was at an end. Next mor-
ning the return march began. On
(Gen. Terry’s arrival at Buford he
received from General Sheridan a
very complimentary dispatch, ap-
proving his course during the cam-
paign.

Now that the campaign is over
no time should be lost in clearing
up the causes which led to the
great disaster that will ever be re-
mewmbered in our history. No con-
fidence can be placed in the official
report of the battle of the 26th of
June, It is full of inaccuracies,
and has been read with something
approaching astonishment by the
men whojtook jpart in the fight.
It the public want to know the
whole truth aboul the Custer mas-
sacre there must be a full and
searching investigation where the
witnesses will have to answer on
their oath. If such investigation
should be held startling revelations
may be looked for. The story of
Custer’s fight and death is still
unwritten. Your correspondent
has gleaned some important facts
which must compel further inves-
tigations, but the officers of the
regiment will give no information
unless they are compelled to do so.
From the day the Herald corres-
pondent arrived in the camp of the
Beventh Cavalry he sedulously
sought such informalion as would
enable him to place this grave
question in its true light and fix in
a manner that should have no room
for cavil or evasion the responsibil-
ity of the disaster that beset our
arms on the 25th of June. The
task' was noft an easy one. It was
beset with difficulties that could
not be met and overcome in the
ordivary way. Men there were who
could tell the whole truth, but they
were soldiers; it was their duty to

be silent; they were obliged to
speak the official language; they

were loyal to their regiment; there
was a secref and they felt them-
selves bound in honor te be silent.
1t'was also their interest. Was it
not Xnown that the men who had
in life been the enemiesof the dead
Custer were more than ever his
enemies now that he was dead?
How, then, could a mere subaltern
dare to express an opinion? He
must speak official language or he
must prepare to be jumped, that is,
pounced upon at some unwary mo-
ment and treated with the full rigor
of military law, driven from his
profession and made a beggar upon
the world after years of meritorious
service. What wonder that men
who know the whole truth refused
to speak their own thoughts and
merely echoed the official language.
But little by little the truth came
out; words spoken at every un-
guarded moment and dropped in

and the whole joined together and
connected bas produced the convic-
tion that there was blandering
want of soldierly sympathy —a
failure on the part of men to do
their duty or lukewarmness in sup-
orting General Custer—that might
e called by an ugly name. The
whole truth of the Custer massacre
will never be known unless the
Ameriecan publicdemand a full and
searching investigation, when ev-
ery man who was in the fight on
the 25th of June at the Little Big
Horn will be compelled to tell what
he knows. There is buried with
the dead a terrible secret; but the
witnesses still live, and the gov-
ernment can learn the whole truth
ifthe government wants to know
it., Then can be settled forever
the question whether the massacre
of the Little Big Horn must be
charged to rashness of the dead or

radence of the living. The issue
is & fair one and must not be eva-
ded. Either Custer or the men

who survived him must be made re- | qwn statement he arrived on the

sponsible for the lives lost on the
Little Big Horn, and now, while
the witnesses are alive, is the time
to settle the question forever. -
That Custer was justified in
making the attack on the village
will bharaly be questioned by any
officer who has had any experience
of Indian fighting. On that point
the opinion of *officers of the Sev-
enth Cavalry is unanimous. Even
to-day they believe that had the
600 men who rode after (‘uster’s

flag come into contact, as a body, |

with the Indians, success would
not have been doubtful for a mo-
ment. The question, therefore,
hinges on the description of the
troops in the actual fight, and this
naturally involves the censidera-
tion of how far Custer’s plans were
carried out by his subordinate offi-
cers and what amount of co-opera-
tion he received at their hands.
There is the story of the fightin the
bottom, about which various ver-
sions are given even by those who
happened to be engaged in it. An
investigation would throw esome
curious light on the actions of pro-
minent actors, and bring out in
bold relief names that have scarce-
ly been mentioned in connection
with the fight or the rout, as one
may choose to view it. According
to the official report the three com-
panies in fthe bottom under Major
Reno were overwhelmed by a mass
of Indians and ecompelled to take to
the woods. A prominent actor in
the fight assured me that when the
gkirmish line retired to the woods
there were not fifty Indians actually
engaged with Reno’s command. It
is extremely doubtful whether
more than one man had been
struck by a hostile bullet when the
skirmish line retired to the woods.
Nearly all the men were Kkilled
while getting their horses or on the
way to the ford,. There was a great
deal of confusion, and the ride to

| the ford something like a stampede,

with Reno at the head. Opinions
are divided also as to whether the
position at the point of woods in
the bottom was tenable or not. One
cool-headed man assured me that
fifty men could have held it against
500 Indians. |
The mass of Indians who moved
into the bottom took no part in the
fight against Rene’s command.
As they moved out from their vil-
lage they caught sight of Custer on
the bluffs and turned off to meet
him and gprevent him falling on
their women and children. The
story that they first overwhelmed
Reno and then turned to Custer is
%r:nuunced a fiction. Seme of
no’s command fought with great
bravery, especially Captain French,
who was the last man fto cross the
ford fin the retreat. He remained
behind his company, and at times
was completely surrounded by In-
dians. Major Reno led the run to
the blufls, as he tells us in his offi-
cial report, but there it is called a
charge, though there were no In-
dians between the bluffs and the
retreating cavalry to charge. When
the retreat began from the skirmish
line only one man is known to have
been wounded. |
The number of Indians actually
engaged with troops at this point
did not exceed sixty. All the men
whe were killed in this command
fell while getting their horses and
while they were retreating across
the ford to the bluffs, except the
wounded man, who was abandoned
in the retreat. The bhandling of
the troops on thisoeccasion has been
very severely criticised. On enter-
ing the bottom they were first de-
ployed as skirmishers and then
mounted and dismounted several

the heat of argument, simple ques- | times within a few minutes with-

tions answered by officers and men, | out any apparent cause, The aul-[

diers were withdrawn from akir-

shots at the Indians, who were a
long way off; and there was no de-
fence of the woods worthy of the
name. All this conspired to de-
moralize the troops and the manner
in which the retreat was conducted
caused it to degenerate into astam-
pede. There is a strong impression
that had atougher fight been made

not have overwhelmed Custer with
their whele force. It must be kept
well in mind that the whole Indian
force withdrew and concentrated to
attack Custeras soon as Reno had
retreated to the bluffs. The state-
ment that the Indians remained in
front of Reno’s position firing drop-
ping shots is absolutely contradict-
ed by officers whc were present.
The Indians left Reno severely
alone on his hill, and for an hour
heavy firing was distinetly audible
in the direction Custer bad taken.
According to Captain Benteen’s

field at the moment when Reno’s
command were escaping up the
heights, and immediately joined
his forces with those of Major Reno.
There were then six companies as-
sembled on the hill, inereased soon
to seven by the arrival of Captain
MecDougall with the paek train;
that is to say, there was a force
more numerous tham that with
General Custer, and who ean doubt
that the dead hero’s eyes were often
turned backward along his. trail
watching for the cloud of dust that
would tell him his troopers were
coming likea whirlwind to his sup-
port.

But they came not, and no seri-
ous effort was made to reach him.
When Reno’s command tecok posi-
tion on the hill the Indans disap-
peared and went over the range of
lower hills that hid Custer and his
gallant men from view of his seven
companijes that were drawn up
upon the hill undar Reno, with not
an enemy in view; with not a soul
to bar the way while the roll of the
ritle volley across the hills told that
Custer and his men were fighting
for their lives. -

In the official report furnished by
Masajor Reno, it is stated that com-
pany D of the SeventhCavalry was
sent forward to open communica-
tion with General Custer. This
statement is inaccurate. It is true

mish line after they had fired a 'fawsi

in the bottom the Indians could |
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had gone to take part in the fight
against Custer, and Major Reno
and his command were left abso-
lutely free until Custer’s meén had
been massacred, when the whole
Indian force returned to attack the
men who had been standing idle
for two hours while these same In-
dians slaughtered their comrades,
How this ¢came te pass and who is
the responsible person must be an-
s'iwereﬂ by a searching investiga-
tion. - .
Captain Benteen also, who in
defense of the hill won golden
opinions for his great courage and
coolness, will have, unfortunately,
to explain why his battalion failed
to appear at an early hour on the
battle field. He had returned fo the
main trail and was following in
Custer’s wake before the fight be-
gan and could not at any time have
been during the fight more than
seven or eight miles distant from
where Custer fell, About seven
miles from Custer’s battle field
Captain Benleen watered his horses
at a pool in the road. While the
battalion was halted Boston Custer
rode up, spoke with several officers
and then rode on to the front. He
was found dead by General Custer’s
gide. Abouttwomilesfrom this pool
of water Captain Benteen receiv-
ed Custer’s Jast written order—
“Hurry up. Big village. Bring up
the packs.’”” That order was practi-
cally ignored. Captain Benteen
and his battalion walked at the or-
dinary marching pace until the

treating men were seen, then, in
combined * force, halted for two
hours and took no further part in
the battle until the Indians came
back and_attacked them. No ef-
fort was made to join Custer or to
follow up the lndians, who with-
drew from Major Rene’s front to go
to attack Custer. The same In-
dians who fought Major Reno in
the bottom took part in the tight
against Cuaster, and had the com-
panies advanced when they as-
sembled on the hill they could also
have taken part in the fight and
Custer might be living to-day.
Wby Major Reno’s command fail-
ed to move to the assistance of the
General remains to be explained.
A seaT™fhing .investigation would
bring to light other and equally
startling revelations with regard to
the conduct of some of the promi-

that D Company, of its own accord
and without orders, did move for-
ward to the crest of the hill whieh

nent actors in the fight of the 25th
of June, and justice to the living as
well as to the dead demands that

hid Custer and the men who died

mand, but they did se only
tired with the inaction of Colonel
Reno’s command, while rifle vol-
leys were telling that their com-
rades were belng done to death,
Yet 300 horsemen under Mzjor
Reno-were standing on a hill not
four miles away from where Gener-
al Custer fell, with not an Indian
opposing their advance. When D
Company went forward without

and the order sent after this com-
pany was delivered when the com-
pany was returning. Custer’sforce
was then destroyed; but had the

advanced when CaEtaiu Benteen'’s
battalion came up there is no doubt
that they could have arrived at
Custer’s battle field in time to take
part in the fight.

If Reno thought it possible for
one company to opern communica-
tion with General Custer, why did
he not try to join with his seven
companies? Why was the mass of
horsemen kept idle on the hill for
a space of time calculated al two
hours, not hurled into the fight
when they first arrived? What
were seven companijes of ecavalry
doing gathered upon a hill when
four miles away their comrades
were fighting desperately for their
lives? When some members of D
company reached the summitof a
range of low hills, which hid Cus-
ter’s command from the view of
Major Reno’s forces, they saw some
two miles away crowds of Indians

be the hill on which Custer died.
The Indians were riding hither and
thither, and on the plains masses
of mounted men were swaying
were fired from time to time. It
was the end of the tragedy. The
last victims were being offered up.
From this it is clear that if seven
companies, had advanced at a gallop
to where the firing was heard, in-
stead of halting an hour or two]
on the hill, they could have|
arrived in ample time to have co~

orders precious time had been lost, |

seven companies under Major Reno |

on & hill, which is now thought to {

such investigation should be order-

with him from the rest of the com- | ed by the government.—New York
when | Herald, _

e —— - e

Report of the Committee of the
Governors’ Grasshopper Conven-

tion, at Omaha, Oct. 25 and 26,
1876. -

Prof. Riley read the following:
COMMITTEE REPORT.

Your committee appointed to
draft resolutions expressive of the
' views of the conference, would re-
gpectfully report as follows:

The Rocky Mountain locust or
grasshopper, h;lv‘ its migrations from
Territery to Territory and from
State to Btate, destroying millions
of dollars’ worth of the hard earn-
ings of the western farmers, erip-
pling the progress of the border
pstates, and retarding the settlement
of the Territories, has become a na-
tional plague. 1ts injuries are of
such magnitude that no effort
should be left untried that will be
likely to diminish or avert them.

The work to be done is of a two-
fold nature—State and national.
From the writings of those who
have given the subject careful at-
tention, and from our own past ex-
perience, it is quite manifest that
the pest in question is not a native
south of the 44th parallel or east of
the 100th meridian, but that it oc-
casionally overruns the country
south and east of these lines, from
the extreme northwest,

There are, therefore, two press-
ing questions which demand our
attention, :

1. The best meansof fighting the
plague as it oceurs in the Statesto

back and forth and straggling shots | which it migrates, but in which it

is not indigenous.

jnto its habits in its pative home
with a view of preventing, if possi-
ble, its migrations therefrom.
Toward the elucidatioh and set-
tlement of the first we have the
dear-bought experience of the past
few years, and there has already

operated with Custer. There was

been g large amount of valuable in-

nothing to prevent them doing s0. | formation obtained and published
The fifty or sixty Indians who had |in the sddress of Gov. Pillsbury, in
stampeded Major Reno’s command | the report of the special Minnesota |

point was reached where Reno’s re- |

commission, appointed in 1875, in
the two last entomological reports
made to the State of Missouri, by its
State entomologist, and in the writ.
ings of Prof. Thomas and others,
We, therefore, recommend the pas-
sage of the following resolutions:
esolved, That, as much wvalua-
ble and practical advice hasalready
been published, a committee of
three be appointed to collect and
issue in pamphlet form, as soon as
possible, all the more practical
ineans, based on experience, that
we now have any knowledge of,
toward the destruction of the in-
sect, whether as it pours down up-
on us in the winged condition, or
as it batehes out in our midst.
Resolved, That the official report
of the proceedings of this confer.
ence shall form the prelude to this
pamphlet, and that the following
recommendations and statement of
our views as to the possibility of con-
tending with the locust shall form
a part of said pamphlet:

We, the Governors of Minnesota,

| [1linois, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska,

Missouri and Dakotah Territory,
bhaving met in conference for the
purpose of consulting in reference
to the locusts, and having exchang.
ed opinions with one another, and
with men of long western experi-
ence, as well as scientific men; and
having discussed the facts gathered
from all parts of the west visited by
these pesis, and the various reme-
dies tried and suggested, feel fully
warranted in making the following
statements to the people of our re-
spective States and Territories:

1. That, although it is highly
probable that locusts will occasion-
ally visit portiens of our territory,
unless the National Government
finds some means of destroying
them in their native haunts, yet it
is evident that the late series of
visitation is uuprecedented, and
will not be likely to recur for some
years to come.

2. It is well known that in most
of the States, and especially in the
Eastern States along mountain
ranges, locusts have repeatedly
ravaged the country during the
past century,and often to an extent
compared to which our own losses
sink into insignificance. We have
also no eertainty that any particu-
lar section of country will be per-
manently afflicted byhur that any

State or Territory will be always
exempt from, the injury of locusts,
3. That we have prepared an ap-
peal to Congress on your behaif,
requesting it to order a thorough
investigati f this subject to see
if it is poss to exterminate this
pest, and feel confident that the
request will be granted.

4. That our consultatien with
each other and with those who have
tested the matter has resulted in
the firm conviction that by prope
efforts, concerted action, and a vig
orous and  determined warfar
against them, the young grasshop-
pers, which may be hatched oul
next year, or any subsequent year,
can be successfully fought and ow
crops saved; that we are not with
cut remedy, but we may protec
our crops against them if we wil
hut make use of the means within
our reach. We say this not simply
for the purpose of encouraging ou
agriculturists, although this is one
great ohject we have ia view, bul
also, because we are thoroughly
satisfied of its truth. And in ordel
to'aid you as far as possible, we
have drawn up the following state
ment of the metheds which may bt
adopted to destroy them, and #
protect your crops against them.

| Further, in order to meet the

emergency that threatens mnexi
Spring, particular stress should I
laid on the best means of coping
with the eggs and unfledged young
that will hatech from them in the
spring of 1877. Among these wt
deem as most feasible and best cal
culated to produce good results,s
judicious bounty s)stem; and, &
that recommended Ly Prof. Riley,
in his eighth report, is based on the
valuable experience gained in 187
and correctly states the prineiples
that should govern such legislation
we recommend the fullowing:

Resolved, That in cur opinion il
will be wise and politic for th
legislatures of each ot the States ant

2. The thorough ,-.ipvleatigatlun'FTerriboriea, most deeply intereste!

in the locust question, to enact!
State bounty law, offering a boun
ty of —— per bushel for the colle¢
tion Zand, destruction of the

and of per bushel for the des
t.ruqtimL_ of the unfledged insects
that the principles !aid dow!
by Prof. Riley for such a law should
be kept in view; and that we wil
use cur influence to obtain such#

law in our respective States.




