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WHY

why live when life is sad
death only sweet

why fight when closest iight
brings but defeat

why braypray when in best prayer
dark thoughts assail

why strive and strive again
only to tailfail

live 1 there arearc many around

who need thy care
pray there is oneatone at hand

helping thy pra cr
fight torfor the love of god

not for renown
strive only in his strength

not in thy own

why hope when life has proved
our bestbeet hopes vain

Wwhyhy love when love is fraught
with so much pain

why not cool brain and heart
in the deep wave

why not lie down and rest
in the stillhaill grave

hope there is heaversheavens joy
laid up for thee

love 1 torfor true love outlives

its agony
fight pray and wrestle on

loving god best
cheff when thy work is done

lie down and rest
the guivquiver
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THE ITALIAN REPUBLICS

through the intricate manipulation
ofef politics that obtained in the times
we are nonoww considering there existed
a number of republics so termed in
italy these however were not
very large ones some of them compris-
ing only a city such was the famous
city of florence but differing
from other italian republics in that
while in others the nobles held power
in florence for some generations the
nobles had been dethroneddethroner it frequent-
ly occurred that in these republics
quarrels and difficulties arose to ad-
judicate which a dictator in some in-
stances would be chosen to mediate
between the contending parties at
length power hadbad fallen into the hands
of the wealthier families of citizens
the chief of these was the family of thath
medici morris in his epochs of history
states that cosme de medici was for
many years dictator his great wealth
gained by commerce placed him in
the position of a merchant prince his
virtues and patronage of learned men
made him popular and his popularity
paved the way for the proud position
neld by his grandsongran lorenzo the

lent under the medici
florence had become the modern
athens genius and wealth had filled
it wilh pictures and datues and made
it the home of artists and sculptors
the taking of Constandconstantinoplenople by the
turks in 1453 having driven learned
men into italy here at florence and
elsewhere in italy the philosophy of
plato was taught oyby men whose native
tongue was greek this little knot of
men at florence and other places in
italy were at work at what is called

THE REVIVAL OF LEARNING

these re of learning are often
spoken of as the humanists they
were digging up again and publishing
by means of the printing press intro-
duced by guttenberg about the year
1440 the works of the old greek and
latin writers and they found in them
something more to their taste
more true and pure than in the litera-
ture of the middle agesagea after reading
the pure latin of the classical writers
they were disgusted with the bad latin
of the monks after studying plato
they were disgusted with scholastic
philosophy such was the rottenness
of romeborne that they found in the high
aspirations of plato after spiritual
truth and immortality a religion which
seemed to them purer than the
grotesqueesque form christianity whichgrotesqueromeome held out to them

but there suddenly arose amongst
them another kind of mann a religiousatreformer it is said he came
like a shell among tinder and it burst
in the midst of the platonic academy
this was the florentinee re-
former known by the nome
of girolame Lavenarold he
finding from the study of the
scriptures nowhow much both the church
and the world needed reform became
a reformer and in 1486 commenced
preaching against the vices of popes
cardinals priests and monks the tyr
any of princes and the bad morals of
the people calling loudly for repent-
ance and reformation having found
his way to florence his friends and
even lorenzo expostulated with him to
desist in hisbis denunciations but to no
purpose he still persisted in his
coursocourse in giving utterance to his views
and convictions until at length in the
year 1498 by order of the pope he was
strangled and burnt at Fiflorenceorence

THE scholastic SYSTEM

in europe was ananotherher power chatmasthat was

roman and not national it tended
to keep the different classes of people
apart the learned world was a world
orof its own severed from the masses
of the people by the scholastic system
all the learned men in europe taleen
and wrote letters and books inia latinhailu
the language of rame some of them
did not even know the common lan-
guagena of the countries in theyfilavedltthe universities were the great cen-
tre of the learned world there were
thirty or forty of them scattered over
europe and they were in more or lessleas
close collection with each other the
oldest and most celebrated were ox-
ford and cambridge angland paris
andaad orleans in Franprancecei bologne and
padua in italy salamanca in spain
prague in bohemia and colage in grgar
many these all at the beginning of
the era of the reformation were more
than a hundred some two hundred
years old it is said that students
were in the habit of passing from one
university to another oxford stu-
dents would pass on to paris and from
paris to BobalongueBololonguengoe to take their de-
grees and wherever there was a fa-
mous professor thither students
flocked fromfrom all the other universities
rome hadbad long monopolized religion
and made it the medium by which she
continually poured in to her coffery
the gold and sliversilver of her votariesvotaries and
the better to secure and perpetuate
this condition of affairs she had also
built up a scholastic system what-
ever of learning that was taught in the
universities was designed to foster
and uphold the doctrines of the catho-
lic church to the exclusion of all
otheretner ideas having acontrary tendency
rutbut we shall see bow in this delaat and
disappointment came

the ever watchful eye of the roman
was not powerful enough to detect
the innovations of reform until they
had taken root reformatory
books written in latin at oxford were

all over europe oxford stu
dents went to the university at prague
1sobeI that writings made as
much noise and were as wellweld known in
bohemia as they were in england
huss and easome of prague became
the bohemian successor of the english
Wyckliffe and thus the movement of re-
form was translated from one country
to another thus we see that which
was intended to be a means for the
propagationrepa gation and perpetuity otof catho
misacis proved an element of its over-
throw

the movement
learnlearninginginin italy was carried by stu-
dents from florenceFlore Bce to oxford and
from thence took a fresh new
ground A number of students in ox-
ford enlisted in the new cause promi-
nent among whom was john colet the
son of a lord Mayjorof london colet
having been to italy to continab his
studies returned to oxford full of zeal
for the new learning and for reforming
but above all he was an ardent student
of the bible which study in addition
to the terms revival of learning I1 cacameane
roco be called the new learning in
contra distinction to the scholastic
learning of longions ststanding lain hiabin
travels from universo to university
hebe became acquainted with erasmas of
rotterdam and thomas more enose
labors and light added much tu bring
about the reformation colet
lecturing at oxford on st pauls
epistles trying to find out what theybaay
taught in the same common senee way
viatthat men would try to understand let-
terst rs by a living man to his friends
he was eventually made dean at st
paul oflondonLonden and established a school
in connectionconnee tion therewith for the educa-
tion of boys in the new learning de-
voting a large fortune left him DYby ills
father for that purpose when it was
noised abroad that the new learning
was being taught the cry of heresy
was raised and a bishop of london
denounced the school as a temple of
idolatry thus we note another
stride in the direction of reform

in the order of events
MARTIN

I1

who was born nov at Eis lebar
Gergermanymanyo nextbelt claims our notice as a
reformer he was born of por but
hanest parents who in the midst of
poverty gave their son an education in
law at the university of0 erfurt there
hebe took his degreedegree of M A but luther
was destined for a higher and nobler
profession being of a religious turn
of mind he soonboon abandoned his law
studies and entered the augustine
monastery at erfurt he commenced
his monastic career aiming to find that
labor and felicity said to exist in the
faithful observance of the rituals and
discipline of the catholic church he
experienced much mental agonyagonyandand
disquietude his fasting and penances
brought him no peace at last hebe
found peace of mind in the doctrine of

justificationu by faith which teaches
ththata t forgiveness of sins instead of be
ing gottongotten by fasts and penances or by
the purchase of indulgences and other
ceremonies is given freely to those
who have faith in christ it isidro er
to remark that while luther hadgehad de-
parted from the orthodox doc-
trine of the catholic church-
in these particulars he heldbold
that all are fated to happen according
tto0 the divine will that man has

bjoro no treefree will and that only an elect
number predestinated to receive the
gift of faith can be saved a doctrine
which the oxford reformers strove to
dissipate in 15081509 lutherlather was re-
moved from erfurt to the augustine
Mona atryotry at Witten bergand was soon
after mademacle preacher there at the uni-
versity recently founded by the elector
of saxony

in 1510 hebe was sent onan errand to
rome fitere he fofoundd wicked priests

performing masses inia the churches
ignorant worshipperswor shippers buying forgive-
ness of sins I1fromrain the priests and do-
ing at their bidding all kinds of pen-
ances and he came back like colet
a reformer and with the words the
just shall live by faith more than ever
ringing inia hishid ears

in we 1517 pope lee the tenth
wanted money to help his nephew lain
a little war hebe had on hisbis handsbands to
obtain this money hebe offered to grant

or indulgences at a certain
price presumably a low figfigu rete those
who would contribute money lorfor 1

THE BUILDING OF ST pea
at rome but there was one obstacleaole
princes and kings were unwilling that
the money of their subjects should go
to enrich rome lee however over-
came this cliff cully by lyinggiving them a
share in toethe spoils he henry
tilethe ath henry
haggled audand bargained forforaa third at
length the pope tient a domini-
can monk well suited for thythe purpurposepoe
into germany lor thenefarious work otof
selling indulgences for sinbin AsTa
approached tte principality otof saxony
the elector frederick sent word for-
bidding him to emer his dominion

however aril in te town
of Wittenbergthe residence of luther
began the stilesale of indulgences this
aroused the lirefire otof luther liehe knew
that what the pope wanted wiswas money
and thatanat the whole thing was a cheama
gross perversion otof religion luther
on the day before the fes-
tivalal of all saints on which

i the relics of the church were displayed
to the crowds otof country people wao
flocked into the town passed down
the long street that aeled to the ppalace
church with a copy in his band
of ninety five thesis against indul-
gences liehe nailed upon its door
ready for trietae festival on the morrow

on all saints day it is said tiebe read
these statements to the people in the
great parish church the indignation
of may be imagined upon meet-
ing this opposition from lutherlather he
perhaps would not have paid much at-
tention toco luthers efforts hadbad liehe not
known the great reformer was backed
by the elector of saxony an honest
man who had t e welfare of the german
eople at heart butnersLut ners thesis laidkeoplegoldold of his mind and it tois said that in

afewa few daysdaya afterwards he dreamed
that he saw the monk writing on the
door of titshis church in letters so large
that he could read them at his palace
IS miles away and that pen grow-
ing lougerlonger and longer and at last
reaching to rome touched the popes i

triple crown and made it totter
1in the year 15141314 the noise of religious

disputes was aosabsorbedorbed in the great
noise of political excitement maxi-
milian the then reigning emperor of
germany and the holy empire dieddiemanddie dandhad
a new emperor was to be elected
frederick the elector of saxony the
sentorsenior elector of germany refusedrefused the
office antiand recommended charles the
first otof Spain who was elected em-
peror under the title of

CHARLES THE FIFTH OF GERMANYGERMANi
the new emperor being a devout

Citcatholicholic ardabd the avowed supporter otof
the roman see I1 the pope was greatly
encouraged at hisbis elevation in the
meantime disputes had been going on
bebetween luther indand the pope which
inionsantensiftedaled the bitter feelings of the
former and had the effect of deter-
mining mereinere clearly the views of
luther developing the fact that he
was strictly a and
this discovery hastened hisbis quarrel
with the pope the pope and coun-
cils had denounced wyckliffe and huss
as heretics and since luther endorsed
their views hebe must also be a heretic
so the pope concluded to issue a
papal bull against him when the
news of thithis readiedreached the ears of
luther he wrote a pamphlet addressed
to hisbis imperial majesty and the
christian nobility of germany setting
forth with asperity the abuses which
had been heaped upon germany oy
the pope and calling upon them to rezre-
sist with him the tyranny of romeborne
in a short time the bull was issued
which excommunicated him the
catholic church which coming into
the handsbands of luther only aroused the
fire that was latent within him
he gathered up some papers con-
taining the canon law the de

and other extravagances
of the pope and quietly walked to the
outer limits of wethe city accompanied
by a large number of professors doc-
tors and students there a fire hadbad
been prepared and there amidstcowdthe
cheers and acclamations of the crowd
liehe complacently burnt the church
dociadocumentsments togetogether with the papal
bull this wasa daring deed for a
poor german monk to defy the pope
of romeberne but the gauntlet had been

gopeeen
thrown and in hurtlingbanking the papal bull
hebe virtually crossed the rubicon and
difficulties grew irremediable but lain
the midst of these eventsevent luther hadbad
the support of the good alectorelector fred-
erick and manyaaa ny of the nobility of ger-
many whose influence served to check
for a while the indignation otof romeborne
in the meantime the staid and consor
dative bon had become his com-
panion andcolleacolleaguekne whose prudence
and caution served to someseme extent to
check luthers impetuosity when
the news reaclied romeborne that luther
had burned the bull the rage of the
pontificate rose to fever heat on the

of january 1521

THE DIET OPOF WORMS

was convened for the transaction oiof
political and religious business and to
this luther was summoned to answer
to the charge of heresy having ab
bained a satesafe conduct from

against the wishes otof hisbis friends re-
sponded to taeme summons ranymany
friends in their anxiety for hisbis safety
reminded him otof the lateace of hussbass who
hadbad been cited to appear at constance
upon a similar charge heedless of
these ex postulations be in company
with the herald on the of april
1521 left wittenberg torfor worms

A little reflection will show bow pre-
carious

re
was the situation of lutherluger

liehe had been by the
pope public sentiment hadbad been in-
cited against him while some otof hisbis
books hadbad already been burned in the
netherlands by order otof thetae
emperorGm perr it was thought tyby hisbis
friends that bisolo to wordia was
equal toggingto to uisits death still hebe
persisted and often declared that hebe
did not value hisbis life as compared with
the work that seemed to roll him
that it was godsgoda work and he would
take care of it and him suchsoon faatu
and zeal has called forth the admira-
tion of millions and will do so to the
end of time

after a tedious lourneyjourney of
days he arrived at worms As he was
daily expected a great number of peo-
ple hadbad theremere from other
parts the emperor the papal nuncio
alexander toetae princes uiOT the realm
loc luling the stastaunchtinch friend frederick
of saxony and many others who had
not the courage to manifest in atanes
ble manner their friendfriendlinessliu sa for
luther in a word all the civocivil and re
licious dignitaries of germany had
assembled and composed the diet of
worms the feelings of the papal
partyarty may comprehendedbe apen it iscnownknown that they desired charlescharlee to set
asideaalde the safe conduct of luther as
sigismundSigis roandmand did with russhose butbat charles
replied no what we have promised
we mustmuse keep

it was 4 in the afternoon
when buhlier was ushered in

BEFORE THE AUGUST TRIBUNAL

at worms tilethe ememperoreror charles pre-
sided on a table inin the centre of the
hall lay a number of books which had

written by luther atterafter a mo
mentameats john von eck a

rose and said in a loud and
distinct voice martinmartia lutherlather hitbis
sacred and lawininvinciblecible majesty has cited
thee ttta appear belotebefore his throne in
accordance with the advice and coun

I1 telt el of thuthe holy roman empire in or-
der to summon thee to reply to these
two questions firstly boet thou ad-
mit tast theoe books were written by
thee and secondly wilt thouabon retract
these works and their contentscontentif or lostdost
thou in thebo things thou hast
advanced lutherlather lain reply calmly
asked torfor woremore time to anoker these
questions the young emperor who
hadbad not taken maals eyes off lather now
withdrew with his ministers into the
council hallball the electors retire into
another room with the princes the
deputies of0 the ffreeree cities into another
the diet on assemblingreassemblingre agreed to
grant the demand and this gave to
passionate men a great disappoint-
ment oueone day was allowed luther
on condition that oebe raould reply by
word of mouth and not in writing
luther wiswas escorted to hisbis hotel
speculation was rife among the mewmem
bers olof ake diet the papal party the
soldiers andaad thelpeople as to the coursecoarse
that luther would pursue excite
ment ran high and even violence was
resorted to by the toesfoes ana friendsfrienda of
lo10lusherher but as lorfor luther howbow agon-
izingazin g were the hours as they passed
one after another to the great refor-
mersers soul which thetee almighty had en-
lightened livinggiving him to discover the
enormity oof the abuses otof the roman
see andand an unconscious impetuosity
to expose them mustmast be now in this
critical moment recant and cringe be-
fore this tribunaltrlbunal of earth must the
hopes otof thousands who had had their
eyeseves opened to seenee those things be
blasted must the blood and tears
that hadbad been shed in the interest of
truth and reformationrelomatIon lose their value
and the victories that had been won
aehe I1ignominiouslyhowl blotted out or olof no
adallavail intein the midst of such a struggle
with a mental torture that was
lent to iumaked the angels weep hebe threw
himself upon the floor and uttered a
prayer the pathos and fervency of
which are unsurpassed in the historic
annals of mortals
ened and consoled he would retreturnaM
to the diet but would recant nothing
he felt that God wasw with him and
that contented him the hourbour arrived
on thetee evening of april 18 when
he was a ushered into thetee
prepresence orof the diet hebe stood
agatea it beneath the eye of thetee
emperorrimeror anidand again the chancellor re-
peated thequestions heae had asked thetee
night previous luther replied lathein the
most submissive and humble manner
the substance of hisbu speech was a de
tense of thetee doctrines insDU works con-
tained and a challenge to the emper-
oror thetee princes and all others to prove
to him from the writingstinge ofet the

aid prophets thatteat hebe was in
error in woich cecase hebs would be thetee
first toio seize his own writings and
throw thethemmAntolito the flames when hebe
had ceased to speak the chancellor

will
will you nov luther instantly
replied 1 I cannot and

I1 WILL NOT RETRACT ANYTHING
torfor it is unsafe foror the christian to
speak against his conscience then
looking around on the assembly that
held hisbla luelite in its hands here I1 am
he said can do no otherwise god
help me amen 11 various efforts were
made to induce him to recant during
the few daysday hebe remained at wormsdormi
butbat to no purpose on the following
day the emperor rendered hisbis decision
to the effect that luther was forbidden

to preach hisbis heretical doctrine ana
was to cease making any
the people in this decision was also
the declaration of the emperors lain

to proceed against luther and
his adherents as against manliestmanifest
lierhereticsettes by excommunication by
outlawry and by all means suitable
torfor their destruction this address
however was not satisfactory
charles bad blundered in the
exercise olof his prerogatives he
hadbad given his decision without

the diet which act gave
offenceoffense to many wao were not in favor
ot luther nor hisbis doctrinedoe trine but
dissembling was in favoronfavor ot the re-
former and had the effect of cooling
the ardor of many

the time arrived when luther mostmoat
dedepartart according to the term of his

that he had not swerved butbat hadbad res-
olutely kept his ground hebe bade
adieu to his many ffriends A poor
monk hadbad baffledbattled the diet had as-
serted the supremacy of conscience
regulated by the word of god had set
up the bauce and marked out the
limits that popes emperors kins
yesyea governments should not pass iuin
encroachment into the realms of con-
science we shall now leave him in
his glory although in the castle of
wartburg as a prisoner under theau
spices of his good friend FredfrederickerLIk
who had studiously planned titshis cap-
ture on hisbis way homo to save him
fromrom the violence of wicked bands
OTHER FORCES OF THE OIN

in other parts of the world the ref-
ormation was receiving attention
notably in switzerland under the
leadersleadershipht of ulrich zwingle marelu
bacer arrelfarrell and others the bur
aba of their effort that of luther
was to throw off the yoke otof the roman
see and that liberty of con
science which it denied stiem but
which they and abose that succeeded
them eventually obtained in france
the reformation had taken root butbat
was neing disrupted when jobsjoba
calvin espoused its doctrines
and championed its cause per-
secutionse drove him go60 geneva at
which place john knox theahe scotch
reformer had also taken refuge
while there knox derived many views
from calvin which led directly to we
founding of presbyterianism

meanwhile the english reformers
were not idle the latimers biliesBilneye
Staffords barnes tyndale and many
others were engrossed in propagating
the doctrines of the reformation
while on atie other hand cardinal
wolsey the first churchman of the
laudland was busy persecuting those that
were so engage dKing henby
to whom much is accredited was a
party to these persecutions wolsey
who aspiring to the papal chair hadhaa
been defeated by the chicanery of
charles the fifth of germany was re-
solved to be avenged upon the em-
peror the kinsking too somewhat
chagrined that the man who was his
religious adviser and prime minister
and in whom hebe had at that time so
much confidence should be outdone
in hisbis effort for the pontificate queen
catherine had reproached wolsey for
hisbin dissolute morals and he hadbad vowed
revenge

king henry the eighth hadbad marsmar
ried his brother arthursarthura widow under
a dispensation from the pope not-
withstanding the criticisms of manmany
that it was illegal in this his scrupledscruple
regarding the common law were over
come by his inclination and in vieview of
the advantages to be attainedattalapd
by a continuation of the alliance
between england and spain andd
catharine of arragon being the dhadaugh-
ter of ferdinanderdInand king of Arragon and
isabella queen of castile this inmar-
riage united together the spanish and
english crowns against france of
the issue 0 this marriage allail died in
infancy save one mary this mis-

i fortune brought much grief to henry
who cursed the fates because hebe hadbad
no male heir to succeed him the
probability of his daughter makrmarryingying
some foreign prince gave rise1 e to grave
fears respecting the stability of the
english throne the wiley cardinal
understanding these
ly planned to bring discomfiture to
charles the fifth and queen catharine
by severing the relationship existing
between england and spain rebe
mooted to henry the precariousness
and uncertainty of the succession toso
the english throne inasmuch as he
had no male heir and insinuatingly
reminded him of toethe cloud that ithonelu
over the legality of his marriage wawith
his brothers widow he advised
henry to send her back to spamspain
henhenry was at first averse to this prop
positionion but as time rolled ooon being I1

continually pressed upon the matter
hebe eventually concluded to divorce
catherine but a dispensation from
the pope was necessary to bring this
about and upon application torfor it he
was refused the pope betig not dis-
posedto offeoffendnd charles the nephew
inlawin law of catherine to whom ifebe was
under great obligations torfor services
rendered in germany in the interests
of the pope at1 I1

ORIGIN OPOF THE CHURCH of aaran D

notwithstanding g henry hadbail WE aten
against luther and hisbig works for
which hebe was styledfallby the pope the
defender olof the faith after exhaust
ing to no purpose all the diplomacy at
hisbis command to obtain permission
from the pope to divorce hisbis queen he
now resolved to throw onoff tits alle-
giance to the pope this he did and
induced his parliament to setmet aslaasidehlswa
marriage WolWel designs were
successful blat while man may prtpose god disposes and we see ta


