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united states or was the first pres-
ident

A he is not now I1 know the
nameimme of the present president but
have forgotten it just now

judge powers objected to the ad-
mission of the applicant on the
grounds that he was not eligible
because of his race and that he was
not competent because of his quali-
ficationsficat ions he then proceeded with
an argument claiming that it was
the intention of the government
originally to confine citizenship to
free white persons that is descend-
ants of the caucasian race to this
had subsequently been added afri-
cans and persons of african descent
it was the intent of congress to
confine citizenship to two races the
caucasian and the african judge
powers read from treatises on
ethnologyeth cology in the american
and international cycle peed las
and from decisions rendered where
the applicants to citizenship were
chinese he further argued that
the applicant in the present case
was not qualified for citizenshiphip
even if he were included in the races
that were eligible he claimed that
the courts had been too lax in the
admission of citizens that they
should be required to gigiveve ththem-
selves

em
up entirely to the laws of the

country which they listed to obey
in utah the courts hadbad set an ex-
ample to the entire land in being
more particular than others in the
examination of applicants for natur-
alizationalization

le grand young followed saying
that it was by the grace of the gov-
ernment that aliens everewere admitted
to citizenship and the courts acted
undertinder the laws of the government
he cited the fact that judge hunter
and judge zane had both admitted
to citizenship natives of the
hawaiian islands he also called
attention to an act of congress ex-
cluding only chinese from natural-
izationization the banakasHa Dalkas did not be-
long to the chinese race and were
therefore eligible for admission

judge powers said congress had
specially excluded chinese because
some of the state courts had admit-
ted them in spite of the statute in
force

mr young said mr richards de-
sired to be heard the court how-
ever said it would take the matter
under advisement and decide the
question at an early day

enthusiasm OF FAITH
ezra was born during the

captivity of lameisrael in babylon he
was a grandson of Seseraiah the
chief priest one of those who were
slain when jerusalem was taken bby

but althoughalthough
living far away from the land of
his fathers in a strange idolatrous
country where the songs of zion no
longer sounded his heart was full
of love to god anandd to hishta brethren
he studied the word of god be-
came an able instructor I1inti the law
of moses and was in the hand of
god the chief instrument in bring-
ing the pooppeoplee back to the land of
romisepromise he remained in babylonfforor many years after the first corncom

pany hadbad left buttanyfinallynay joined h in the
holy land bringing with him a
second company for about twelve
years he was at the head of the gov-
ernment in jerusalem and died at
the ageof by the jews ezra
is esteemed second only to their
great prophet moses hisHIs book
covers a period of 79 years from
to before christ

the journey of ezra from baby-
lon to jerusalem with the second
company of jewish saints displays
an instance of roblecoble courage heroic
faith and pure integrity the excel-
lence of which cannot be too much
lauded or admired but it happens
that we have the event recorded
only by ezra himself and the hum-
ble language of the author makes us
in reading the passage almostalmo forget
the vastness of the fact recorded
thereby adding to it another excel-
lency true greatness is always
humble tt needs no boasting and
hates it like poison it is petty in-
significance only that must always
be loudly talked up in order to
make its non important presence
known

actions like ezras may by the
wise of the world be termed enthu-
siasm but if the term is proper at
all it is true enthusiasm the enthu-
siasm of faith well worthy of imi-
tation in this age of chilly philoso-
phy

EZRAS TESTIMONY

from ezra villvili 22 it is clear that
the devoted servant of god had
used his influence in babylon to
convey to the king Arta xerxes a
right knowledge of the character of
the god of israel he had told the
king what great wonders god had
anciently performed how he had
liberatedlibera teci his people from egypt
saved them from the hands of the
mighty pharoah commanded the
waters to divide before them and
the rocks to give water he had
told him how nothing would with-
stand his and purposes but
that all things must serve Ahimim he
hadbad told him that the god of israel
never changes but remains ththa
same in power in love in holiness
and he had most solemnly declaredeclared3
that the hand of god is over all
those who seek him for good but
that his power and augeranger are over
all who forget him

these great truths ezra had
learned from his diligent study of
the word of god he did not hesi
tate to talk of them and with his
testimony honor his god it is not
however in this verbal testimony
that we find anything peculiarly or
exceptionally heroic ezra was liv-
ing under a friendly government
and had many opportunities of exalt-
ing the power of god his position
asaas a public teacher of the law for
such he was rather than a scribe

gave him every desirable oppo-
rtunityeunity to bear this testimony and
not to have done so would have
been a most strange and criminal
indifference

As far as the verbal testimony
goes it is18 most excellent but it
will be perceived that there are
thousands of preachers right in our
own age who know all this about
god and are saying every sunday

like ezra that god is with his peo-
ple in order to help them let us
therefore leave this point and go a
step farther

EZRAS TRIAL

it is only right that a man who
talks much of faith in god should
be afforded an opportunity of prov-
ing that litihe himself at least be-
lieves whathat he says such an op-
portunityportunity ezra hadbad given to hinihim
the event was this

in his advanced age ezra had a
great desire to join his brethren inID
order to investigate the law of god
more fully and also to instruct his
brethren he therefore sent a letter
to the king asking for permission
to emigrate and his majesty in a
most gracious communication
granted the petition in the following
language

Artaxerxes the king of kingstkings
to ezra the priest and instructor of
the law of the god of heaven per-
fect peace I1 have given the corncom
mand that everyone of the people of
israel and the priests who are in
my king tomlorn and are willing shall
go with thee thou art sent from the
king and his government to inves-
tigate the conditions of judah and
jerusalem according to the law of
thy god which is in thy hand and
to bring with thee gold and silver
contributed by the kang and hisbis
government to the god of israel
whose dwelling is in Jerujerusalem
and also all the silver and goldgola
that thou canet find in the
whole province of Babybabylonlons
and such contributions as thy
people may be willing to give
towards your gods house in jeru-
salem and by me king
Artaxerxes shall the commands be

given to all treasurerstreasurers on the other
side of the river that all what thou
may require shall be given unto
thee 1 seebee ezra chap 7

according to this liberal loyal
corncommand ezra gathered a company
of 1496 many members the num-
ber of the women and children not
being given this company WOwe
now find gathered at the borders of

the great empire by a river and WOwe
may take a look at the camp there
is many a young man who has
never seen the landofland of his fathomfathers
and whose heart beatsbeata rapidly inill
anticipation of the joy that awaits
him there are also men with white
beards and sliversilver hair who canefta 4
hardly realize the fact that they are
on their way home they have
still a vivid impression from their
early childhood of the sacred valleys
where their cradles were rockedand
now they go to lay their bonesboncatota
rest where their fathers sleep allA
ishoyis joy andancl anticipation in the littlee
camp As prisonersprisonersriso ners in chains
israel was 11led away from hogug

laden with gold and silverellder the
contributions of wealthy babylon-
iansians once their captors and oppreopples
sors they now return home no
wonder they have brought thelttheir
carefullycaie fully tuned harps with them 8000

ofthe rivers 01lenging neglected by
babylon for now they can agaid
sing the songs of zion

look ing about us in thisstrikingjoyc
camp one thing is very striking
there is not a soldier in the camp


