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Editor Deseret eiveninouerino newsS

dear sir I1 have before menoo a french
translation of a verbatim report of the dis-
cussioncassion which took place at romekome on the
oth and loth of the present month between
Catcatholichollo and protestant divines on the
following question was thothe apostle peterpewr
ever in rome

As it is a noveltyvelty in the eternal city
of the popes to see catholics consent to
discuss9 a point which is heldheid as a dogma
by their church I1 thought a mention of
the fact would be interesting together with
a very brief analysis of the principal argu-
ments made use of on eitherelther sideon a platformplatpiat formtorm sat on the evening of the
oth four presidents two catholics and two

i protestants they were on the catholic side
mr dode dominicis church attorney and
the prince of campagnano and on the ope
cosite one and philips both
english

A little below this presidency sat the six
champions rherho catholics were represent-
ed by fabianiFabianl cipolla and guidi
the protestant speakers being
Selarbelareillelit and gavazzi all of them
italian I1 believe each speaker had one
or two reporters snan as to secure a faltfaitfaithfulbrulbrai
complete report which is to be published
in all languageslanguage

at 7 mr D dominicisdominicia rose to
state the object of the meeting and in a
few words explained the nature and char

the debate A few minutes were
then allowed for silent prayer and the disdla
cucassion88 ionlon was opened by urmr illili the
first protestant speaker who read his
speech

mr first stated it is claimed
by roman catholic theologians that stpeter went to rome in the year 42 of the
christian era was the second year
of the reign of claudius the emperorEmperonaudnandraudand
that st peter was popepopo nearly 2523 years and
died in A D GO66 under the reign of nero
he then proceeded to show that peter in
hishim not go to rome in A D 42

gistst paul said mrnir was con-
vertedaverted to christianity after the year 37 A
D and in his epistle to the galatians
written in A D 39 we find that peter was
at jerusalem where st paul met him and
lodged with him 15 days in A D 42 stpeter late from cesarea was again in jee

and could not at the same timtims be
in rome

but asks the orator did peter pogo to
rome subsequently in A D 43 peter
went to joppa and remained there several
weeks after which he went to lydia and
healed enos the paralytic he then returned
to cesarea and baptized cornelius with
whom he remained a certain time peter

1 next reappears in jerusalem and shortly
after is made captive by herod agrippa
successor of herod the great who died in

A D 45
46 miraculously delivered the apostle pe-

tert0r so st luke informs us in the act was
shelteredalered by mary mother of john after
which he departed and went into another
place the roman catholic theologians
claim that another place means romehome in
that case why not name the great arty aaf-
ter

r
naming joppa lydia cesarea etc atAA f

any rate in A D 56 a council of apostles
ri and elders is held at jerusalem at whichpeter is present and from which hhe pro

coeds to antioch
anadITln A- D 68 st paul writes to the rombom

mausmansmaus it is not likely that he would have
omitted to mention peters name if he had
been in the great capital of the empire
and then again had peterneter been pope
would hotstnot st paul have refrained from
meddling with the religious affairs ofromeromme fVst paul reached romeromme lain A D 61 and
allali the christians go to meet him yet peter
is not among them and nobody speaks of
him st paul rem ins two years in rome
and writes four epistles never mentioningpeters name while he speaks of his
friends2 of his neighbors and companions
in captivity

gelageiain A D 6366 stSL paul writes to timothy
that all have abandoned him except luke
who is with him would not st paul havohave
tilativanamoad ihatha first apostle if peter had been
in rome

ruerne conclusion thetho protestant orator
draws from this series of circumstances isis

that peter never was ina rome never in
prison with paul

mr Sclarell next rejects the opinion of
catholics that since the letters written bypeter bear the date of babylon that word
bablbaby ion can mean no other place thanrome he says

66 the real babylon still existed in the
fifirstrat centuryF and was the central point
of the jewishjewish dispersion with regard to
which peter had received a special mission
from jesus

mrnir elli ended hisbis speech by com-
plainingfiancedianceplapia ningining that too much importance and re
ilanceliance are placed in mere tradition as a
historical proof I1inn his opinion tradition
has no value whatever when it Is in oppo-
sition to the text ortheof the bible

it appears this speech was listened to very
attentively by both catholics and protesprotest

ptantslants and created a favorable impression
on the lettiett of the assembly where sat the
latter

t imr eabFabfabianaFabialaniianinl the first catholic speaker
next rose to refute the preceding argu-
ments his remarks were improvised and
reveal much talent and a profound study

of the subject which he asserts hohe has been
engaged in for upwards of 40 yearsseara butbilt
it lais somewhat difficult to seleselectct from bishis
long and interesting speech the most
salient and interesting points he first
objects to the verytery foundation of all his

arguments which rest upon
the supposed correct chronology of the
bible mr fallani asserts that the
chronology of the bible is most uncertain
and that the acts of the apostles for
instance are arranged not lain chronological
but in logical order this he attempts to
demonstrate by numerous quotations

he next takes up a particularir view of the
question0fuestion in debate it matters not bayabayr
heo what year peter was in rome nor
how long he remained tbthereere we wish our
adversaries to prove that he never wan
there and if I1 can prove that peter was
only one day one hourilour in rome you
have lost the question

the fact of peters presence in rome Is
complex first there is the historical fact
and be quotes historians to establish it

secondly I1 there is the mysterious fact
which can only bobe proved by the authority
of the church itself which looks upon
peter as itsita founder

the scriptures or the bible as it is is
not the only authority which catholic
recognize in the matter of religion many
things in the bible are only made clear by
the lihtlight ofot history and many circumstan-
ces which are not mentioned in the acts of
the apostles or which are not sufficiently
clear cacaneanalnain only be explained by contem-
poraneous historians when the bible is
silent on a point one must examine facts

Wtheithe presence findand of peter in
itromeromoomoome were never disputed until recently
the heretics themselves having resros
that tradition until these latter days

he then examines the question of peters 1

death which hebe says took place in rome
A fact so notorious did not need a men-

tion in the acts everybody knewknow it and
he again quotes early christians and other
early historians who speak of peters stay
and death in rome among them caplas
Tre clement of alexandria origen
arnole Theop hanesbanes etc

if holy scriptures said that peter
died in such a place if there were
a prophecy to sustain the ground
taken by our adversaries we would con-
sider ourselves beaten but the bible
contains not alineallnea line contradicting the facts
that we state that peter lived and died atromeromme

he next proved that the historians quoted
were worthy of all credence that caplas
more especially never made an assertion
that did not rest on the most
able certainty

As regards the objection made by the
protestant champion to the tradition which
considers the word Babybabylonlonion in peters let-
ters to mean rome he mr fabian con-
siders the substitution of the word rome
a very plausible one and with great saga-
city he remarks that had peters letters
really been written in babylon and not toinrome the mention of Pon tuss galatia
cappadociaCappadociaocla etc would have been in an
inverse order whereas they are precisely
mentioned in the order in which any one
would place them who would be writing
from rome

As for peters special mission to the
lambs of dispersion rome was as good
a place as any even babylon to fulfillfulfil it
successfully there beinbeing a great number
of jews in romenome some of whom had great
influence as for instance Poproppese the
mistress off faroneronoro who was a jewess

this speech had it Is said quite as much
success as the first

mr Blbettibettl second protestant orator
then improvised a very long speech from
which I1 select only the arguments that are
not a repetition of what had already been
said by mr

he confesses he has not studied the
question 40 years being much too young
in his mind the tradition of peters sojourn
at rome is the result of a moremere
tion which spread and grew and finally
had the semblance of truth then and then
alone historians ppicked it epand helped to
sustain it by the sanction of their well re-
puted authority I1

our adversaries wish us to prove that
peter was not in rome why prove itany one would be considered a madman
who would believe in the phoenix who rises
out of his ashes so long as it was not
proved to him that the phoenix ever exist-
ed 11 in the opinion of this speaker there
is no need of proving the nonexistencenon existence of
a thing when there are no proofs it overever
existed you catholics say ifpeter had
been only one day in rome everybody
must submit to the authority of the
papacy and recognize the dogma of thepopes infallibility of the immaculate
conception etc such a consequence is
faisefaire even if peter had been ea5 yearsyeara in
rome it would be no argument in favor of
infallibility

mr cipolla catholic priest rose next to
reply and saidsald to assert that peter never
was in rome you must find a text in the
bible to deny it categorically like the
first catholic speakerspeakWhouheho is of opinion that
there was no reason why the biblebibie should
mention Peterpeters lifeilfe and death in rome
it was an acknowledged fact known to all
the christiansChrist iHns

the discussion had now istedlisted four hours
and it was thought best to adjourn until
the next evening at 7

in this second meeting father gavazzi
continued the debate for the protestants
and vastiesaade the most eloquent speech on the

protestant side among othorother things of
great importance he said the difference
of opinion between our adversaries and
ourselves is based upon the diversity of
proof and appreciation catholics wish to
geesee in the silence of the biblebibie a proof thatpeter came to romehome we see in that silence
a proof absolutely contrary for a cocom-
parison

tit
we will say in hihlahig history of the

consulate and empire mrnir thiers now
president of the french republic does notn ot
say a word about a journey made by na
eoleon I1 to the united states of amendol
isi that a proof that napoleon the first was
there no I1 it is the same with peters
pretended journey to rome

in answer to theahe first catholic speaker
mr gavazzi said you ask for a prophecy
alluding to peters death in any other
place than romekome you shall have it caristchrist
said to the phariseesPharis epsees you will crucify
bomemome of mine so80 that according to jeusjesus
himself the jews were to crucify somesoine otof
his but not the primausRlRimansmaus the jews now
ibethe only disciples crucified according to
scripture were andrew and peter and
others were stoned to death or beheaded
this prophecyprophet of jesus can therefore only
refer to those two who were the same re-
ferred to by christ but torfor this prophecy
to be accaaccomplishedpilshed peter bad to be cruci
fledfied bytheby the jojewss and not by the romausromansRoni ausaua
orbr at any rate in a country where the jews
enjoyed much power such was not the
case in rome but itif we say that peter
was crucified in babylon the prophecy
is fulfilled for there the jews were ververyvervv
powerful enough so to obtain permission
of the kinfking to crucify peter AS for the
manner of peters crucifixion with his
head downdownwardswards such a custom did not ex-
ist among the romans who crucified their
victims with their head upward after
which they broke their legs Eevenven the
mode otof peters death is in the opinion of
father gavazzi a proof that it never occur-
red in rome

he next objects to the theory of mr fabi-
ani who proclaims the incorrectness of the
bible chronology he fabianifabian asserts
that some otof the datsdata at any rate are cer-
tain

car-
tain as for example the date of pauls
arrival in rome and he thus concludes his
remarks

all testimonies posterior to the first
century are like a jogfog which is dispersed
by the first rays of the rising sun genera
lions have repeated the testimony of early
historians as do the parrots or the sheep in
dante those testimonies are but soap
bubbles which shine brilliantly but which
burst at the breath of a child tradition
has no more authority than a liar who may
sometimes and by chance speak the truth
but who to be relied upon must be sup-
ported by other and more reliable testimo-
nyuv since the bible does not mention pe-
ters sojourn in rome we protestants
conclude hebe never waswaa there

mr guidi closed the debate with aboltshort
remarks repeating the arguments of his
catholic colleague and ended with the
affirmation that the presence of peter at
rome is as certain as the very existence of
tlielle church of romerame which was founded in
rome by peter himself if the church
exist to day it is tantamount to a positive
proof that peter was at rome to astallestablishish
ltit

and thusthua ended that curious debatodebate
throughout which the best of feeling
seemed to exist between the opposing ele-
ments composing the meeting the speech-
es were listened to very attentively byy the
fortunate few who were present it isis cer-
tainly something unusual in rome to see
protestant and catholic clergymen meet-
ing peaceably in thetho very metropolis of

infallibility to discuss without
hatred and fear a question concerning the
origin itself of the christian church and it
must have appeared curious to see the ad-
versariesversarlessaries embrace one another at the end
of the conflict asaa the reporter positively
asserts they did

yours respectfully
0 L bellerive

trietrye eroenobleffbluff
to the editor of the nation

sirsin while writing for another purpose
let me express the nopellope that the nation
among its other good works in calling at-
tention to injustice and sham and coreorcorriprup
tion may have something more to say in
reference to the state of things in utah

on my way to this coast from the east
just about the time thetheuU S officials were
inaugurating their present policy I1 made
a little visitavish amongmong the mormonscormons at salt
lake and like every other visitor not en-
tirely blinded with prejudice could but
have many of my previous notions revers-
ed and my sympathies in no small degree
stirred up it seemed to me then from
what I1 heard and saw an impression
which has been deepened by all which has
since occurred that thothe federal officers
were animated by a bitter spirit of persecu-
tion against them combined perhaps with
the vulgar desire of making a sensation
utterly inconsistent with justice and the
dignity of a great nation and that the
course being taken was wholly unwarrant-
ed by anything in the existing state and
tendency of mormon affairs

utah within the past few years has been
developing with wonderful rapidity in all
the elements of a8 fullytully civilized and en-
lightened community with the single ex-
ception of its system of polygamy the
women are allowed as much freedom to go
and come as they are in new york are

given too the ballot paid generally the
same men and occupy innotannotin nounot a
few cases as independent a position thothetwo sexes are schooled together in all thothe
branches of a liberal education with books
and by teachers that are selected for merit
and in some cases at least independent of
any considerations of mormonism any
bectolsect ol01 the religious world is perfectly treefree
ta go in audand establish churchechurches sandand san
day schools thereofthere of its own the normous
themselvesvesvea invite public discussion giving
up to it their own tabernacle and are far
more catholic in their fellowship practically
than nine tenths of the christian church
the arts and sciences are cultivated andaud
encouraged amonganong them to10 an extent
equalledequal led only by a ayeryvery few of the older
states orson pratt while I1 was there
delivering a course of lectures on estroE

nomy which went more thoroughly into
subject than speakers generally would

venture to in our eastern cities attended
night after night by crowded houses and
not a few of the problems which other
communities have taken up only in theory
that ofconnecting religion and amusement
for instance have been solved by them
practically andaud with the bomoldetest suc-
cess in short all those agencies of oded-
ucationuca tion religion andaud rreeiree discussion
usually proclaimed to be so mighty and
infallible against error have freetree play
hmongamong them with an open door lor more
to go in and if gentile christianity andaud
civilization cannot meet what remains of
their polygamy and superstition in a fair
figh tandtaudtand without resort to persecutionand
vanquish them it certainly looks as itif the
mormonscormons had something on their side that
wowe need to get not destroy

the generous liberty loving heart of the
country needs only tuto know what is doing
there on the part of Usils otticials to be filled
with indignation and stopslop at once a perse-
cution worthy only olof the dark ages

I1 write this entirely as auan outsider and
from a love not of mormonism but of fair
play shall I1 say too that the christian
church with all its holy horror of poly-
gamy is bound to share some of the blame
tonorfor it with the mormonscormonsMormons it is not an ab-
normal seedless growth bubbuh a legitimate
fruit so far as doctrine is concerned 0 t that
literalness of scripture interpretation
which all the religious world has done BOao
much to encourage 4

will it do alsoaiso to hint that possibly
mormonism may have its divine mission to
work out as well as all other religious bod-
ies not indeed through its polygamy and
superstition but through its inner faith
there can be no question that it does really
have this faitte a belief in indirectnessdirectness of
relationship with delav and divine
that is in marked and great ful contrast
with the materialism and
that we find so much of through the great
west a faith more like that of the old pu-
ritans than is felt by any other christian
sect all history shows sowsew england
history certainly that these oldod roosboot faiths
with their visionsvis ions and revelations and real-
ness of the spirit world kaough terribly
gnarled and ugly themselvess are wonder-
ful things into which to graft newnow truthat any rate it will do no harm to look on
the hopeful side arfaauna to remember that the
worlds good before now has comecoma out of
its nazaretheNazareths 0 K
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ABOnadonabortiontronTION y

if there is one crime more than an-
other deserving of the severest con-
demnationdemnation it is that of abortion as fla-
grantly practiced in this and other large
cities thousands of creatures in gods
image are thus basely murdered before
they seethe light of day and thousands
of shattered constitutions and untimely
graves attest the magnitude and im

of the evil little do the vic-
tims of the foul quacks who practice
this deadly crime imagine the evil they
are working upon themselvesthenis elves if they
did they would a thousand times rather
bear the shame and disgrace incident to
the position than submit to the conse-
quencesq which must in after life most
assuredlyy flow from this invasion of
natures laws but we regret to say
that the evil is not always confined to
those who seek in it an avoidance of
shame but married ladiesladles are some
times weak enough to imagine they
may thus avoid the trouble and cost of
childbearingchild bearing could tueyluey but realize
the sure of their illlil advisedad action
they would hesitate before allowing
themselves to be thus led to their phy-
sical ruin to say nothing of their moral
delinquency the pulpit has raised its
voice limetime and again against this great
and growing evil the medical profes-
sion necessarily sets its face against it
and still the signs of the abortionists
aredeenare beenseen in allali the highways andflud the
evidences of their vile actssets areate constant-
ly arising to public view the subject
should be met with a united effort on
the part of altait who see its evils and the
band of reformers would justly win re-
nown who would inaugurate a nysted
for its repression S Faf Chronichroniclecloi
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