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celebration AT EPHRAIM

for a whole week a committee
assisted by a number of willing

4 helpers have been busily engaged
erecting a fine bowery in the rear
of the ephraim tabernacle it was
used today for the first time furfor
holding two very interesting and
well attended meetings prepara-
tory to the celebration tomorrow of
the fortieth anniversary of the
organization of the first branch of
the church in scandinavia for
somegome time past several sulsuggestionsagrest ious
have been made in regard to com-
memoratingmemmena orating this event in some
suitable manner but our brethren
in ephraim were the first ones to
carry the ideideaa into practice angand the
occasion promises to liebe a success in
every way yesterday afternoon
about two hundred visitors ar-
rived from the settlements in the
northern part of the territory
and are now being entertained
in a manner suggestive of true
scandinavian hospitality this
morning the roads leading south and
north of ephraim were lined with
vehicles of all descriptions wending
their way towards the pleasant little
burg

before 10 every seat in the
spaciousspaclous bowery was occupied and
the stand was filled with grey headed
veterans of both sexes representing
the first fruits of the preaching of the
everlasting gospelgorel in the countries
of the north creat enthusiasmenthus iamlam pre-
vailed and everybody seemed to
comprehend the importance of the
occasion and were expecting a zealjeal
spiritual feast in the extreme
north end of the bowery and above
the stand was suspended a large
piece of canvass on which the word
c 6 ommen welcome was very
neatly painted in green color un-
der it hungbung a large portrait of the
late apostle erastus snow

to tlethe right was suspended a
large american flag together with
the swedish national colors and on

flags likewise suspended from the
ceiling of the bowery

while the congregation were
gathering the mantimant brass band
played a number of pretty airs both
american and scandinavian which
at once filled the hearts of the pec
piele with thoughts such as those whoghaveave loved both native and adopted
country only can comprehend

at the first meeting there were
present on the stand apostle an-
ton H lund CouncounselorFelm daniel H
wells presidents knud petersen
and john B malbenmaiben of the stake
presidencypresidenciaa number of bishops and
representative men from the diffe-
rent settlements in the sanpete
stake and other parts of the terri-
tory president petersen presided
the proceedings at 10 a9 in were
opened by the mount pleasant choir
singing Straaler
bryde beteetc prayer was offered by
elder christian the
first ordained elder in the
u ivian mission the choir next
saageang kom alle zions soscenner 11

etc
apostle anton H lund then ad-

dressed the congregation he ex
pressed his pleasure at feeling with

so many of the saints ouon the present
occasion the commemorating of
the introduction of the gospel into
scandinavia in the beginning of
thet e year 1850 there was not one
Tlatter dayay saint in either denmarkdenmark
sweden or norway but before the
end of that year the songs of zion
were sung in the plains of denmark
as well as in the forests ofdf sweden
in the summer of that season it was
that our beloved apostle erastus
snow whose portrait hangsbangs on the
franieframeworkwork of this bowery in com-
pliance with a call from the first
presidency in zion wendedbended his
way to the shores ofaf scandinavia
accompanied by three other breth-
ren one of whom P 0 hansen is
with us today at this time not
much was known at the head-
quarters of the church bf the
countries of the north but when
then our brethren began to preach
about the restoration of the true
gospel in copenhagen they found a
people prepared to hear their testi-
mony andand two months after their
first arrival they had the pleasure
of baptizing fifteen souls in the clear
waters of Ore sund near copen-
hagen as the first fruits of the gos-
pel in denmark previous to this
however a few had been baptized in
sweden it is a strangecoincidence
that on the same date as the first
baptisms by divine authority took
place in denmark years before
on the of august 1536 the

danish people formally accepted the
lutheran protestant faith in lieu of
catholicism which they renounced
in the same year that the gos-
pel was first preached in the
scandinavian countries it was also
introduced into france italy
switzerland and the sandwich
island hence that and the four
following years may be considered
very lmimportantoctant missionary years
for the church previous to this
in 1842 a large branch of the

church was raised up in la salle
county illinois condconsisting mostly
of norwegiansNorwegians who previously hadbad
emigrated from their native
country and settled in that part of
illinois among those baptized at
that place was young knud peter-
sen now grown gray in the service
one who presides over this
stake of zion when a call was
made for donations toward the erec-
tion of nauvoo temple in the fall of
1843 the lajiaJ ia salle branch contrib-
uted liberally horses cattle sheep
and money and when joseph the
prophet received their donations he
wasvas filledailed with a vision of the future
and prophesied that multitudes
should embrace the falness of the
gospel in the scandinavian countries
antiand gather to zion

the raising up of the lasallela salle
branch was actually the introduction
of the gospel to thuthe scandinavian
race

the speaker alluded to a greatagrest
many historical facts and referred
to the great results of the preachingaching
ofodthethe gospel in the scandinavian
countries

elder P 0 hansen one of the
first and only survivor of the four
elders who first introduced the gos-
pel in scandinavia and nownav 72
years old next gave an interesting

account of hisbis early experience in
receiving the gospel after emigrat-
ing to america his first trip to thegreat salt lake valley in 1847 and
illshis mission to scandinavia in 1850
leaving the vvalleyalley in the fall of 1849
he referred to the glorious ex-
perienceperience he had in copenhagen
while laborlaboringLg together with
brother snow in translating the
book of mormon into tilethe danish
language and doing other mission-
ary labor aal1 that early doyday

bishop C C N bormsdorms of eph-
raim chairman of the committee of
arrangements bid the visitors from
distant parts of the country wel-
come and requested the people of
ephraim to make them as comfort-
able as possible

the choir sang isese morgen
gland etc

benediction by F C sorensenSoren of
ephraim one of the first members
odtheof the church in denmark

at the second meeting the choir
sang vorivor gud vi til dig raabe 11

etc and prayer was offered by ole
svendsenSven digen of manti one of the first
native missionaries who preached
the gosgospelel in denmark

0 mit liv min
lyst 11 etc was sungsuing

elder john M bolinboan of south
cottonwood author of the first
latter day saint hymn book pub-
lished in the danish language ad-
dressed the congregation his
heart was almost too full
for utterance hebe midaid in reflecting
upon the past and present and the
meeting with so many of insills former
associates and co laborers in the
missionary field was indeed a feastaleast
for him he then read a lengthy
poem composed by himself for the
occasion and concluded by exhort-
ing to faithfulness and renewedd dili-
gence

patriarch 0 N liljenquist of
hyrum the first elderE ider among those
who embraced the gospel in his
native laudland to return as a mission-
ary addressed the meeting in a
very interesting manner bearing a
powerful testimony to the outpour-
ing of the blessings of god upon
those who yielded obedience to the
gospel insincerity his experience
in the missionary field had been
long and pleasant and he felt to re-
joice exceedingly on the present
occasion

elder A W of salt
lake city one of the first mission-
aries in sweden and the organizer
of the first branch of tile church in
that country gave an interesting
account of illshis eaily experience as a
missionary both in denmark and
sweden he rejoiced in the results
of the laborsebors otol the elders in the
countries of the north and in the
integrity and faithfulness of those
who had gathered to zion from
those lands

elder christian lareu of
logan one of tilethe first mission arlei
to denmark and norway spoke in
a spirited manner of the gifts and
blessings of god poured out upon
the early elders laborlaboringliag in scan-
dinaviadiudi many of the brethren
called in its beginning were illite-
rate boys but tilethe lord strength-
ened them and assassistedsted them to open
the door of salvation to thousands


