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CELEBRATION AT EPHRAIM.

For a whole week a committes
asslsted by a number of willing
heiperg, hinve been busily engaged
erecling a ffne bowery in the rear
of the Kphraim Taheronacle. Itwns
uged today for the flrst time for
holding two very interesting and
well attended meetings, prepare-
tory to the celebration tomorrow of
the fortieth nanniversary of the
organization of the first branch of
the Church in Scandinavin, For
some time past several suggestions
have been made in regard to com-
memorating this event in some
guitable manner, but our brethren
in Ephraim wers the first ones to
carry the idea into praclice, and the
occasion promises to be 4 suceess in
every way. VYesterday alternoon
nbout two hundred visitors ar-
rived from the settlements in the
nortlvern part of the Territory,
and are uow being entertained
in & mahner suggestive of true
Scandinavian hospitality.  This
morning the roads leading sonth and
north of Ephraim were lined with
vehicles of all descriptions wending
their way towards the pleasaut little
burg,

Before 10 o’clock every seatin the
spacious bowery wasocecupied, and
tt;e stand was filled with greyheaded
veterans of botll sexes, representing
the firstfruits of the preaching of the
everlasting Goapel in tlie countries
of the north. Great enthusiam pre-
vailed, and everybody seemed (o
comprehend the importance of the
occasion and were expecting a zeal
spiritual feast. In the extreme
north end of the howery and above
the stand 'was suspended a large

jece of canvass on which the word
¢ Velkommen* (welcome) was very
neatly painted in green color. Un-
der it bupg a2 large porirait of the
late Apostle LKrastus Snow.

To the right was suspended aj

large American flag together with
the Swedish national colors; and on
the left the Danish and Norwegian
flags Hkewise suspeuded from the
ceiling of the bowery.

While the congregation were
gatliering the Manti brass bhand
p]ayed a number of pretly airs, bolh
American and Scandinavian,wilich
at once fllled the hearts of the pec-

fe with thoughts such as those wiio
Eava loved both native and ndopted
countryonly can comprebend,

At the first meeling there were
present on the stand: Apostle An-
ton H. Lund, Coungelyr Daplel H.
Wells, Presidents i{nud Petersen
aund Jobhn B, Maiben, of the Btake
Presidency,a number of Blshops and
representative men from the differ-
ent setllements in the Banpete
Stake, aud other parts of the Terri-
tory. DIresident Petersen presided.
The proceedings at 10 a. m. were
opened by the Mount ’leasant choir
singing ‘'‘Morgenroeiens Biranier
Dbryde,”? ete. Prayer wasoffered by
Xiider Christian Clhristiangen, the
first ordained Elder in the Scaudi-
pavian mission. The choir next,
sang: “Kom alle Zion’s swenner,”
ete.

80 Inany of the Baints on the present
oceasion—the commemoratin ol
the introduction of the Gospel into
Scandinavin. In the heginbing of
the year 1850 there was not one
Latter-day Saintineither Denmark,
8weden or Norway, but before the
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atcount of his eariy experiepcein
receiving the Gospel, after emigrats
ing to America his first trip to the
Great Balt Lake Valley in 1847, and
his mission fo Beandinavia in 1860,
leaving the valley ln the fall of 1849,
He referred to the glorious ex.

entl of that vear the songs of Zion | perience he had in Copenhagen

[ were sung In the plaine of Denmark
i as well as iu the foresie of Sweden.
Iu the summer of that season it was
that our beloved Apostle, Erastus
Snow, whose portrait bangs on the
fraumework of this bowery, in com-
i pliznce with a eall from the First
Presidency in Zion, wended his
way to the shores of Scandinavia,
accompanied hy three other breth-
ren, one of whom { P. O. Hansen) is
with us today. At this time not
much waa known at the head-
gnarters of the Church of the
countries of the North. but when

CGlospel in Copenhagen tliey found a

mony, and two months after their
first arrkval they had the pleasure
| of baptizing fifteen soulsin the clear
watera of OUresund, near Copen-
| hagen, as the first fruits of the Gos.
pelin Denmark, Previous to this,
hiowever, a few had been baplized in
SBweden. It isastrange coincidence
that on the same date as the first
baptisms by divine authority fook
place in Denmark, 314 years before
(on the 12th of August, 1536), the
Danish people formally accepted the
Lutheran Protestunt faith in lieu of
Cutholicism, which they renounced.
[In the same year that the Gos-
pel was first preached in the
Heandinavian countries, it was also
introduced into France, Italy,
Switzerland and the Sandwich
Island. Hence that and the four
following years may bLe considered
very important missionary years
for the Church. Previous to this
i’ 1842) a large branch of the
Jhurchi was raised up in La Salle
County, 1ilinois, consisting mostiy
of Nurwegiaus, who previously had
emigrated from their pative
eountry and settled in that part of
Illinois. Ameng those baptlized at
that place was young Koud Peter.
gen, now grown gray in the service,
one who presides over this
Stake of Zion. When a call was
made for donations toward the erec-
tion of Nauvoo Tempie in the fall of
1843, the La Saile brauch ¢contrib-
uted liberally, horses, caltle, sheep

| stjernens Straa

people prepared to hear their testi- |

while laboring
Brother Bnow in translating the
Book of Mormon into the Danish
Language and «doing other mission-
ary iabor at that early day.

Bishop C. €. N. Dorius, of Eph-
ralip, cliairman of the committee of
arrangeinects, bid the visitors from
distant paris of the.country wel-
conie, and regyuested the people of
Ephraim to make themy as confort-
able as possible.

The choir sang, “Se Meorgen-
lers Glandy,’’ ete.
Beunediction by F. C. Borensen, of

together  with

then our brethren began to prench | Ephraim,one of the first members
ubout the restoration o! the true|of tlie Church in Depmark,

At the second meeting the choir
sang “Vor Gud, vi tll Dig raabe,”
efc., and prayer was offered by Ole
Bvendeen, of Manti, one of the firat
Dative missionaries who preached
the Gosy el in Denniark.

“0Q Helligannd, mit Liv, min
Lyst,” ete,, was sung.

Elder John M. Bohn, of South
Cottonwood, author of the first
Latter-day Baint hymn book pub-
lished in the Danisi ianguage, ad-
dressed the congregation, His
heart was  almost - too  full
for utterancy, he said, in reflecting
upon the past and present, aud the
meeting with so many of Lis formier
assoviates and colaborers in the
misgionary field was indeed a feast
for him. He then read a lengthly
poein composed by himeself for the
oceagion, and concluded by exhort-
ing to faithfulness nud renevwed dili-
gence,

Patrinrch 0. N. Liljenquist, of
Hyrum, the firzt Itlder amounyr those
wno embraced the Gospel in his
native land to return as a mission-
ary, addressed the meeling jn a
very interesting manner, bearing /
powerful testiznony tn the outpour-
ing of the blessings of God upon
those who yielded obedience to the
Guspel insincerity. His experience

in tbe missiouary fleld had hbeen
long and pleasant, and he telt to re-
joice exeeedingly on the present

| occasion.

Flder A. W. Winberg, of Salt

| Lale City, one of the first mission-

arfes in Bwedeu and the organizer

and moocy, and when Joseph the|of the first branch of (he Church in
Prophet received their donations he | that ceuntry, gave an interesting
was lilled with 8 visiun of the future | account of his enily experience as o
and prophesied that multitudes | missionary, both in Denmark suod
should embrace the fuluess of the | Sweden. sle rejoiced in the results
gospel in the Scandinavian countries | of the labors ol the Elderz in the
and gather to Zion. : countries of the North and in the

The raising up of the La Sulle
hraueh wus actualiy the jntroduction
of the Gospel to the Secandinavian
race,

The speaker alluded to a great
many historieal fucts and referred
’ to the great results of {he preaching
ufthe Gospel in the Seaudinavian
i countries.

Elder I’. 0. Bansen, one of the
firat and only survivor of thefour
Elders who first introduced the Gos-

Apostle Anton H. Lund then ad-| ]
dressed the congregation. : He ex-| pel in Beandinavia, and vow 72
pressed his pleasiure at mee!ing with | years ¢ld, next gave an luteresting

integrity and faithfulness of those
wlio had gathered {o Ziou from
those lands.

Elder Christian  liarsen, of
{ Logan, one of the first missionatrica
i to Denmark and Norway, spoke in
a gpirited muanner of the gifts and
blessings of Geod poured out upon
the carly Elders luboring in Sean-
dinavin, Dbany of the bhrethren
called in its beginning were illite.
rale Loys, but the T.ord strength-
ened tli«1 nud assisted them toopen
tie door of salvation to thousands




