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product of Ghetto 1ife they have be-
come stralght and sturdy. They have
rearned to fight as they have learned to
lJabor, and they no longer stand !n fear
“of the Arabs, for the Hebrew's gun s
well aimed. The Sabbath I8 most
strictiy kept. The ram’'s-horn trumpet;
summons to worship In the synagogue’
or to a gallop to the rescue of thelr pos-
gesslons. They are a fine body of men,!
and the return to the land has had a;
wonderful Influence upon their physical
and moral development.”

WITH TIHE ROAD!

ON

“"Just before going to Press we learn
on what appears to be good authority
that the promoters of the Stateline

raliroad have proven traltors to the
cause and have sold out to the Southern
Pacifle Railroad company. What truth
there is In It we are unable to say; but
it i1s so in line with the well known
politles of the 8. P. that it s easily
belfeved,” says the Beaver County
Blade.
_ his statement caused the paper
which js published at Myr. Lund's home
—the Washington County 8Star, Ht,
George—to interview that gentleman?
end learned from him that it was un-
true. He la one of the directors of the
Statellne road, and says that they have
not sold out to the Bouthern Paclfic at
21],nor have they the remotest dea of do-
ing so. Furthermaore, that the road is a
*sure go."

it speems that Mr., Lund has recently
returned from a surveying expedition
in company with the. head engineer of ;
¢he new company. They spent several |
days examining 'the route from Miltord
to Stateline. Mr. Lund Is well pleased
with the result of hls labors, and Is
positive the road wlll be in warklng or-|
der within the specified time. This is
good news Indeed, all the more so from
the fact that the enterprise is In the
right hands to Insure success. The com-
pletion of the rallway service to State-
1ine will mrake a wonderful lmprovement
throughout that part of Eltah, in which
the entire commonwealth must parilei-
pate in some measure; but of course
that w!ll not be d4he end of it. “On to
L.os Angeles'” Is the watchword. More
§ndustrial enterprises, especially in tha
line of raflway communication, is what
thls state needs more than anything
elge just now, not even excepting poli-

tles.

THE ISLAND IN DISPUTE.

The August bulletin of the Bureau of

iAmerlcan Republics. contalns some In-
teresting Informatlon about Cuba, Por-

t0 Rico, the Hawailan Islands, the Phil-

ippines and the Ladrones.

Cuba Is only 130 mlles from Florida,
and nas been called "the ey to tha
Gulf of Mexico. Its area ls estimaled
at from 35,000 to 72,000 square mlles, or
about the same size as the state of 1In-
dlapna. The ecllmate 18 paid to he
healthy, except where malarial fevers
prevall. There are only two seasons,
the dry and the ralny, the first lasting
from November to May and the
gecond from May to October. During
the dry season, however, sufficient raln
falls to give the soll the mnecessary
humidity. According to an offielal
census of 1830, the population was at
that time 1,631,687, but It ls probable
that It Is less now, Were Cuba as thlck-
ly settled as Belgium, for Instance, the
izland should be able to support =i,-
000,000 inhabitants.

There are great mineral resources,
Gold, sllver, copper and lron are found
in varjous parts of Cuba, The copper
deposita are belleved to be almost In-
exhaustlble. But the great wealth of
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the fsland Is in the fertility of [ta soil.{ Guam,

In 1868, only 2.698.400 acres were unden

s about 1,700 miles from
Mamila: about the same distance from

cultivation; 9,574.134 acres were devoted | Yokohama and a little less than 4,000

to cattle ralsing, and about
acres were still virgln sofil.
of this land was cleared, and
productlon assumed large proportions,
but old land was abandoned and the
cultivated acreage was not greatly In-
ereased. It is believed that there ars
at present 20,000,000 acres of wonderfnul
fertile land awaitlng the application of
industry and capital.

Porto Rico ls now virtuzally American
territory. . This island has an area aof
3,600 square miles, or mnearly three-
fourths of the state of Connecticut. It
has always been noted for its mineral
and agrleultural wealth. The population
is estlmnted at 814,000, of which 300,000
are negroes. Porto Rico fs mountain-
ous, the altitudes ranging from 1,500 to
3,600 feet. It Js known @8 the monst
healthful island of the Antilles. The
principal products are sugar, molasses,
coffee, malze, rice, cotton and timber,
The foresats abound in mahogany, cedar,
ebony and dyewoods. All kinds of
tropical frult are found. An average of
190,000,000 bananas, 6,500,000 oranges, 2,-
500,000 cocoanuts and 7,000,000 pounds of
tobaceo |s produced annually. The min-
eral resources are not very extensive.
till, gold. copper, lead and coal aro
obtajned. Lingnite and yellow amher
are found, and there are undeveloped
resources of marble and various kinds
of bulldlng stone.

The Philippine islands are a group of
about 2.000 islands. with an aggregate
area estimated at over 100,000 square
miles. ‘The island of Luzon, on which
Manlla |s situated, is larger than New
vork and Masesachusetts. For the sake
of comparison, it I3 stated that
the six New Engiand states and
New York, New Jersey, Maryland and

16,000,000 | mlles from Honolulu.

Later much |
sugar | 0wing to the advantages they offered

The Spaniards
took possession of these Islands in 1665,

Spanish sallors 'to procure water and
provislons. When discovered the islands
had a population of 40,000 souls. They
defended themselves against the Span.
fards until enly 10,000 of thelr number
remalined. The majority of the Inhabi-
tants are located on Guam, where also
the princlpal town is, called San Igna-
clo de Agana. The natives are of the
same race ag the Tagals of the Phllip-
pines. Rice, plpeapples, watermelons,
oranges, llmes, cocoanuts and bread-
fruft are the principal products. At one
time there wae an Amerloan colony on
the island of Saypan, but it was forel-
bly removed by the Spanigh governor.

In view of the comlng negotiations
between this country and Spain rela-
tive to the terms of peace, the above
brlef summary of the information given
in the Bulletin may prove of general
jnterest.

ROTATION IN OFFICE.

The “News" ja pleased to observe the
perfect accord between some of Ita ut-
teranices and those of Its Eastern and

Western cotemporaries. The gratifica-
tion In all such tases Is not 30 much
that publle toplcs are observed from
similar standpoints, although this is no
small consideratlon, as that the knowl-
sdpe that a disposition on the part of
the press generally to be untrammeted
by partisanism |8 growing perceptibly.
This is as It should be. 1t is not at all
necessary that political parties be
broken up or abandoned, nor that the
papers should eease renderlng them
support; vastly otherwlse. 1Intelligent,

Delawdre have 10 per cent less area| |pyal support can be given ome's oOr-

than the Philipplne group. 1t is be-
lleved that in this archipelago are the
peaks, mountain rldges and tabte lands
of a submerged continent which at some
time extended to Australia. Countless
rlvers and streams traverse the islands
and there are many hot springs of Iron
and sulphur waters with medlcinal
propertles. The c¢limalte is considered
healthful. The months hetween March
and May are the hottest. During the
rainy season, from June to November,
inumdations of rivers are frequent. Oc-
oamionally the reglon ls visited by
MO NBGONS.
. The population has hen estimated at
from S8.000.600 to 10.000,000, of which
about 25,000 are Europeans. The bulk
of the natives §s of a race akln to the
Malays, bwt there fa a conslderable
number of mestizos. The capital, Man-
fla, has about 300,600 Inhabitants of
whom 15,000 are Europeans and 100,000
Chinese. Though the native classes are
much addieted to gambilng, bhe aver-
age of crime 18 sald to be very low In
Manila. The clty 1s lighted by electrie-
Ity and has a telephone system, and
tramways run In the principal streets.
The principal mineral resources of the

{slands are gold, galena, coppeér, iron,]

mereury and coal. The soll is sald to
be wonderfully rich and producing
hemp, oobtton, rice, maize, tobacco,
sugar, coffee and cacao. Only one-
fifth 18 under cultivation. The ocom-
merce of the Islands hag been calcu-
Isted at $10,000,000 imports and $20,000,-
000 exports for 1896 and 1897. About one-
third of the exports go to Great Britain
and over ome-fourth of !mports come
from that country. The articles of Im-
port are prinicpally flour, wines, cloth-
ing, petroleum, coal, rlce, arms, ma-
chinery and iron. The imports 'to the
Unfted States average nearly $5,000,000
annually.

The Ladrones are composed of a
chain of voleanle !slands east of Lhe
Phllippines. The largest of the group,

ganization, but when it Is also un-
questloning and offers no opposition to
wrong-doing in the party, such paper
then becomes a hack, a vehicle for the
transportation of corruption and dis-
honesty, while the chief means by
which reforms may come are vitiated
if not destroyed.

The “"News"” yesterday made refer-
ence to the propriety of retaining good
men in offlee, not forever of course, nor
for o greater length of tikme than ls
consiatent with the public weal. In this
connection the Influence and power
which a state wields when its able men
are kept to the fore was partly shown
jin the case of Malne, which has just
re-elected Its delegation to Congress
with one exception. She has been do-
ing this for a iong time and the salu-
tary results ¢hat have followed have
bheen so many matters of course. Now
comes the Chlcago Record with an ar-
ticle In the same line of thought, In
which it reaches the conclusion that
Malne exerclses movre inftuence in Con-*
gress than any other state In the
Unlon. The reason {s glven that it zets
the benefit of experience by returning
the same men to Congress ferm after
term. Length of service, a8 well as
the knowledge gained by experlence,
count for much at Washlngton, Ae was
shown In our article. Influentlal posi-
tlops on committees almost never go to
new men. Of Maine's delegation in
Congress ond is epeaker of the House;}
another—Dingley—holds the important
position of chairman of the ways and
means committee, which has so mfuch
to do with shaping the fiscal policy ot
the country. A third, Boutalle, is chair-
man of the maval affalrs commilttee,
All these men were re-elected at the
late electlon. To put new men In their
places would have been to weaken Very
greatly Maine's influence in Congrens.
New men, no matter how brilllant,



