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IN11 EPISTLE OF THE FIRST DENCI

TO THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER DAY SAINTS IN GENERAL

conference ASSEMBLED

dear brethren and sisters
in the plenitude of gods mercy the

saints are once again permitted in
peace to assemble in general confer-
ence to worship the lord to extol his
goodness0edness to glorify his name to hearthisris word andand to receive such instruc-
tions

instru-ct

from his servants as the holy
spirit shall dictate asad well as to trans-
act such business pertaining to his
church as may be presented for their
consideration but as we your breth-
ren of the first presidency are by the
force of peculiar circumstances de-
prived on this occasion of your society
and you of ours we deem it consistent
with the duties of our calling to ad-
dress you by letter and iuin this way to
lay before youyen that which under more
favorable conditions we should have
been pleased to have delivered orally

in the first place we extend our con-
gratulations to you as latter day
saints and members of the church of
christ that affairs with us are so fa

that so many can meet together
as you do on this the fifty sixth anni-
versary of the organization of the
church in general conference per-
secutionse has rage dand hideous wrongs
have been and are being perpetratedperpetratea
against us as a church but thus far
our enemies have not been permitted
to go to such lengths as the persecut-
ors of the people of god did in the
days of the first alma when they put
tasks upon hisbis people and put task
masters over them and put to death
those whom they found calling upon
god though many of us are de-
prived

de
of the privilegelege of meeting to-

gether in publicpu blile yet a goodly number
of you cancall assemble as you do this day
andana worship your godgoa and listen to
his word and we all prisoners ex-
iles and free can call upon our god
without danger of punishment

indeed we need not go to the
days of alma for contrast between the
condition of the people of god
then and our present condition
to find causes torfor thanksgiving and
praise to our god this day for his
inmerciesercles unto us we have only to re-
fer to our own history to scenes in
which many of you have taken part to
find contrasts which should prompt us
to bear our present afflictions with pa-
tient equanimity some of tilethe saints
perhaps feel that their sufferings un-
der the tyranny which is now exercised
over us in the name of law are very
severe and they may ask how long
shall these outrages be permitted to
continue but if they would under-
stand how worse our positions
might be let them recall the scenes
enacted in the 8statebate of missouri when
the latter day saints were driven by
mob violence out of jackson county
into clay county and thence into
caldwell county and finally were
compelled to flee in the depth of an in-
clement winter out of the state under
an order of lilburn W boggs the
governor which said that the mor
monsmens must be treated as enemies and
must be exterminated or driven from the
bbatestaler and this too after many of
their number had been killed and the
remainder had been robbed of nearly
all the property they had in the world
or recall the treatment the latter
day saints received in the state of illi-
nois when after murdering in the
most savage and heartless manner and
while under the pledged honor of the
state the president and patriarch of
the church and wounding almost to
death one of the twelve apostles
mobs organized themselves burned
the housesbouses of the Saints in the outer
settlements destroyed their property
slidand drove them for their lives to the
city of nauvoo and then not content
with this brought the whole power of
the state to bear upon them to compel
them to leave that city and the state
and to take refuge stripped and desti-
tute in the wilderness where their
enemies hoped internal dissensions
starvation or wild indians would com-
plete the work of destruction which
they were not permitted to accom-
plish

however previousgrevious the wrongs under
which we suffer todayto day there ismis muchuch
yotyet to be thankful for our land is
filled with plenty no cry of manmanoror
beast ascends from our borders to high
heaven for the want of food no beg-
gars plead for alms in our streets and
of destitute soul has denied to him
that sustenance necessarynecess arv to supply
his wants and with these blessings
on good food comfortable raiment and
sufficient shelter we have the inestim-
able blessing ol01of the peace of god
which he gives to every faith-
ful saint peace in our hearts
peace in our habitations peace
in oursettlements a peace which the
world cannot give and which thank
the lord it cannot take away let
your hearts therefore brethren and
sisters be filled with thanksgiving and
praise to our god for his goodness
and mercy unto us as a people he
has made promises concerning zion
be assured ee will not forget themtle
zion mayimay say in the words of the
prophet isaiahIsai slit thehe lordard hath for-
saken me and my lord hath forgotten
me

Bbutt the lord replies
can a woman forget her sucking

child that she should notno have com-
passion on the son of her boni b yea
they may foredt yet will I1 jaba forget
theeshee dwarbeholdforgetI1 iethaveave upon
thetie palms of mymk handsbands thy wallsralls are

before memei
atA noau timptim bubag the fprd iad04 hie

pie to expect that they would not have
to endure trials or not have their faith
fully tested

soon after this church was organ-
ized his people were told for I1 nave
decreed anfnin my heart saith the lord
that I1 will prove you in all things
whether you will abide in my covencovenantatit
even unto death that you waymay be
found worthy torfor itif ye will not abide
in my covenant ye are not worthy of
me we scarcely need remind you
thatphat if you live godly in christ jesus
while satan has power you will suffer
persecution

in the providence of the almighty
persecution serves a most useful pur-
pose every faithful saint must per-
ceive and acknowledge thisthin machoneeach one
feels its effect upon himself he sees
its effect upon his friends and neigh-
bors persecution develops charac-
ter under its influence we all know
ourselves better than we did before we
felt its pressure and we discover
traits in our brethren and sisters of
the existence of which perhaps we
were in entire ignorance the perse-
cution from which we have been suf-
fering during these eighteen months
past though very painful has not
been without profit to the latter day
saints it has strengthened and in-
fused new zeal courage and determin-
ation into the faithful it has also
caused many who were careless and
indifferent to arouse themselves from
their lethargy and to renew their dilldili

ence in the work of god Ithait has alsosalso
broughtrought to light the hypocrisy of many

and caused them to throw off the mask
of friendship and fellowshipfellows nip which
they wore and to exhibit themselves in
their true lineamentslineaments but it is upon
the young of our community that the
effect of this persecution

i
has been

most marked manyma ny of the young of
both sexes when all was peace and no
war was made upon their parents audand
friends seemed to be of the opinion
that they could without any danger to
themselves or their faith be in full
fellowship with the world the names
latter day saint and gentile were
alike to them they appeared to see
no reason why they could not be on
terms of perfect friendship with both
classes every latter day saint of
experience knows howbow dangerous it is
for children to stand upon this ground
but from this delusive dream they have
been awakened by the rude shock of
this persecution the line of demar-
cation between the latter day saints
and the world has been drawn so sharp
and distinct that they find themselves
unless they become open apostates

compelled to take sides with their
parents andfriends and the differencebetweenbetween their religion and that which
is opposed to it lais brought home to
their hearts and consciences with a
force never before known to them
this persecution is driving the rising
generation together wita surpsurprising
compactness it is making impres-
sions upon the youngest children of the
community which the lapse of years
can never obliterate they are learn-
ing the truth of the words ot the sa-
vior by the painful experience which
our enemies are now giving them if
ye were of the world the world would
loveiove his own but because ye are not
of the world but I1 have chosen you out
of the world therefore the world
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tilethe lordord has said that the wrath of
man shall be made to praise him and
in this attack which is being made up-
on us and our religion we see this
verified our enemies have designed
to destroy the work of god dorthisfor this
they plot and toil and descend to the
depths of infamy so absorbed are they
in their wicked schemes and so bent
upon carryingi nS them into effect that
they failil toarryllook0 k beyond the immediate
acts which they perform and perceive
the consequences which follow they
harass annoy and torment men wo-
men and children they compel men
and women to conceal themselves to
escape from their cruelcrueltiescruelliesties and in
ustice and tyrannical abuse of power
and they consign other men and wo-
men to prison and from these pro-
ceedingsaeedce ings they derive great satisfaction
asattheyey look upon themathem as so many evevi-
dences

I1
of their success in sapping tilethe

foundation of the church of god and
in uprooting our religion we need
not say to youyon who have so often wit-
nessed the effects of persecution uupon
our religion and church how fallacious
are these hopes of our present perse-
cutors instead ofcf crushingcrushiag the truth
they are advertising it instead of show-
ing the world how unworthy and con-
temptibletemp tible we arethay unwittinglyare
furnishingailing us with opportunities to ex-
hibit the heroic quaqualitiesliLies we possess
instead of weakening or unsettling the
mindsminas of true latter day saints they
are stimulating their faith and sup-
plying them with additional proofs of
the divinity of their religion they
would have the world believe that we
are low sensual ignorant and de-
graded that our religion is a system
of lust1 8t but the thinking people of the
world know that there is no necessity
to endure that which the latter day
saints are now enduring to gratify
lustful appetites or desires licen-
tious depraved men and women would
not suffer such treatment as federal
officials are now extending to us and
bear all manner of indignities and go90to prison if they were
assured as we are by courts and pro-
secutingsec officers that the war is against
our mairimarriagesages and not against sen-
suality it indulged in according to
popular methods

this persecution attracts the atten-
tion of the world its disgraceful fea-
tures may be concealed for a while
from public the liesiles
so industriously propagated by those
who firI1 it and

ments but the truth concerning it is
coming to light vorfor a while the feel-
ing among those ignorant of our true
character neavnua have been one of indif-
ferenceferenceceasas to our fate or to any treat-
ment we might receive As tilethe perse-
cution continues the truth leaks out by
degrees men and women hear that
scores of men rather than accept the
alternative of renouncing their wives
and children pay heavy linesfines and costs
indand go cheerfully torfor longlone weary
months to prison and that delicate
women too rather than betray their
husbands and by their testimony in-
volve them in the toils otof their perse-
cutors go willingly to the penitentiary
where the greatest criminals are con-
fined thinking people read of these
proceedings and their former indiffer-
ence gives place to interest but while
we acknowledgeedge the hand of the lord
in these wicked acts of our enemiesener
they are not relieved from the con-
demnationdem nation which will follow them
they would deny us our rights as citi-
zens and they talk about us andana act
towards us as though we were not en-
titled to any suchduely ritlightsailts but this is
mere impudent assumption and clap-
trap on thentheir part we have rights
we were bornbom free men and women
and it is a duty we owe to ouourselvesselves and
our posterity and to all the people of
this land that we should contend for
and maintain the principles of free-
dom and transmittian them pared and

to those who follow us
we do not ask torfor this freedom as a
favor we demand it as a right we
are as much entitled to the full rights
of citizenship in these mountains as
any other citizens who dwell under the
flag of the republic under any and
all circumstancescancu instances we areaie their peers

such trials as the latter day saints
now undergo in the courts in these terr-
itoriesri are not the trials of ordinary
vulgar criminals however much those
who figure as prosecutors judges or
Jjurorsacors in these cases may scheme and
plot and falsify to reduce them to this
level and to fix the brand of criminal-
ity or the stigma of infamy upon our
conduct jhcthcthey cannot deceive the world
this which we are now passing through
is to all intents and purposespui poses a relig-
ious persecution and nothing else it
will yet be recognized as such by the
whole world its hideous features its
atrocious character its travesties of
justice cannot be concealed by any
amount of falsification or didisguise
already men are beginning to under-
stand the motives and objects of those
who are engaged in it and history will
set its seal of condemnation upon it
and them and it will yet stand as an
ineffaceable blot upon the boasted civ-
ilization and liberty of our generation

tilethe scenes which we arearc now wit-
nessing in this territoryTein tory are the resuitsresults
of a deep laid aud carefully planned
conspiracy which has been in process
of formation for years its 01 originators
knew the elements they had to deal
with and by cunning contrivance they
have effected a wonderful combination
religious and irreligious ministers in
sacerdotal robes and atheistic scoffers
business men of integrity and black-
legs temperance men and drunkards
men of strict morality and pimps andana
harlots areaie crowded together on the
platform therthey have constructed and
they find no inconvenience from eaagh
otothershers companionship each is inmadeat
to believe that it is to his direct entertinter
est to combine to destroy mormon-
ism

olf
I1 A more motley collection of

human beings was neverneer witnessed
differ as they may upon everything1
else there hashah been one common
triouthoughtht and purpose running through
the whole and holding them together
and that is hatred of the religion of tilethe
latter day saints and iia determination
to destroy it andaad them the conspira-
tors have appealed to the prejudices of
each one to induce him to work in con-
cert for this common end in the min-
isters theyy have found ready and willing
milesallies in fact these have been the caien
authors and promoters of the conspir-
acy the phariseesPharis ees in the daysda s of the
savior were no moie ready to egg the
multitude on to cry out Crucicrucifyfi him
crucify him than many of the minis-
ters otof our time arearc to urge congress
to enact measures for our destruction
it is now somesom yearseyears since the sectarian
ministers here with the exception of
the catholic clergymen combined in a
document to congress urging that
body to0 legislate against us

this action they have often repeated
since destitute of confidence aeIE their
own rellreligiousgio us systems and their power
to cope with the truth which we pos-
sess without aid from the secular
powertheiNtheyley make the air resound
with their clamors for congress to pass
laws to crush us and our religion
they enlist men of their cloth else-
where in the same unchristian busi-
ness it is only a few months since
and at the time the whole ma-
chinery of the courts here was being
used most savagely in sending men
and women also to prison on account
of thentheir religion thatthai a deputation oloi
these professed teachers otof the doc-
trines of the crucified redeemer called
upon president cleveland and pre-
sented a memorial signed by upwards
of a thousand person sand it was said
by some otof the most prominent di-
vines in the country earnestly urging
him to enforce the antiant TOlypolygamygamy act
could the old phariseesPharis ees nave done any
more
but while the ministers engaged in the

conspiracy through zeal for their own
craft indand sectarian hate the moralistrooi alist
and the politician the debauchee and
the drawn into support
of the plot by appeals to their inter-
ests the cry of polygamy has made a9
good battle cry this has called the
Fa element into line but under
yetto 4 this coq of

amy and completely enveloping it has
been the design to destroy our rights
as citizens to take away from us our
liberties under the constitution and
the laws and to obtain the political
control of our country so that being
as voiceless in the affairs of govern-
ment as the indiansindiana or chinese we
could be taxed and planplundereddered with
impunity audand be lordedcorded over by a set
of political harpies who would revel
and fatten at our expense this has
been and ststillall is the object of all the
outcry raised against us of the
innumerable falsehoods with which
the public journals have teemed of the
constant appeals to congress to legis-
late against us and of all the outrages
in the name of law inflicted upon us by
the courts the same covetousness
and envy that led mobs to band them-
selves together to drive us from our
former homes are the sentiments which
prompt the present attack upon us and
our liberties then mobs acted openly
and defiantlyantly regardless of law now
the policy is a more subtle one it is to
reach the same ends under the shelter
and pretencepredencepretence of law it meant robbery
and the deprivation of rights under the
oldoid system under itir the new tactics
means the stealing of the political con-
trol of the country to be foilfollowedowed by
ravinerapine and spoliation

trace up the acts of the conspirators
from the treason of the governor in
setting aside the will of the people and
hisbis usurpation of the powers of the
national house of representatives in
pronouncing upon the qualifications of
one of its membersbembers ana giving a cer-
tificate of election as delegate to con-
gress to a man whom the people had
rejected down through the greater
partbartotot the proceedings of the courts
and especially the conduct of the gov-
ernor during the last two sessions otof
the legislative assembly and irrefra-
gable evidences of conspiracy against
the liberties of the people are apparent
at every step every act of the con-
spiratorsspirators is consistent with every other
act to make their plotlot a success while
engaged in this nefariouse ious business they
throw dust in the eyes of the nationdation by
making an outcry against polygamy
as if they cared anything aboutabout our
marnmarriagesages in order to conceal and ac-
complishcom their deeper design

the most active tools in this con-
spiracy have been some of the federal
officials their positions have given
them opportunities which they have
been willing to avail themselves otol
the preamble of the constitution otof
the united states assassigns1 as as reasons
why it was framed 1atto form a molemoie
perfecternect adionumon establish justice insuredomesticNomdomesticestic tranquility provide for the
common defense promote the general
welfare and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity 11

most excellent reasons for framing
such a charter of liberty and evereveryy
officer who acts under it should keep
these objects in view butbit many of
the officers sent here nave acted as
though they were aeterdeterminedmined that none
of these blessings for which the con-
stitutionsti utionrution was framed should reach us
the sanctity of home the liberty of
personerson the modesty of maidenhoodgave
have all been wantonly violated in tilethe
effort to punish the latter day saints
for their integrity to god and his laws
instead of seeking to establish justice
and insure domestic tranquility they
have sought to array neighbor against
neighbor friend against friend brother
against brother wife againsta husband
aandnd children against parents and to

1 loosen and destroy all the bonds which
bind man to his fellow man their
mission has not been to build up aridalid
cement society but to tear down and
break it up they have taken delight
in their efforts to sow dissension anandd
strife to tempt wives to betray their
husbands and to induce husbands bybv
threats of severe punishment
if they refused to comply
wwithich their wishes to disown
and forsake their wives and to discard
and bastardize their offspring audand to
turn loose as forlorn outcasts those
whom they had solemnly covenanted
to provide for and protect when
these officials commenced their attack
upon usas and our religion they found
our homes filled with love and affec-
tion husbands and fathers devoted to
their wives and children and doing all
in their power to make them comfor-
table and happy wives and mothers
contented and at peace honoring their
husbands and proud of their relation-
ship to them and children whose re-
spect and obedience testified to the
reverence and esteem in which they
held their parents husbands and
wives and chichildrendren dweltdwell together
without compulsion or coercion no-
where on all this broad earth where
matrimonial ties arearc held to have bind
ing effect aid such complete liberty
exist as among the latter day saints
it is true wives were sealed to hus-
bands by the eternal priesthood of the
almighty for time and all eternity
but this union in the first place was
only made possible by loveanalove and by love
the tie is perpetuated women knew
their rights and they knew that they
could not be compelled to live with an
unworthy man happiness reigned in
our homes because freedom reigned
there and all had their full agagencyene no
better proof of this need be adjuredadduced
thanloan the fact that in the midst of all
this persecution and the many induce-
ments there are offered to women and
men to ditolve their family relation-
ships but few men have accepted the
proffered terms and discarded their
wives and to the honor of our sisters
be it said not one woman that we
know of up to the present writing has
broken her marriage vow and dissolved
her relations with her husband audand
children

ehlttielatelyta glQ U

hhappyY homes that all the efforts of
tthesehem

officials have been directed in
the sacred name of law and under the
guise otof a pretended desire to enforce
it they would convert this condition
1of society sodo peaceful and so admir-
able into a pandemonium they have
worked to this end with such malignant
cunning such heartless persistence
and such unscrupulous disregard of
the principles of justice as have no
parallel in american history and that
they have not accomplished this result
has not been for the want of effort on
their part but because god has been
with his people andaad his spirit has been
poured out upon them to strengthen
and sustain themno man made systemor organization
could have withstood the concentrated
hate and violent assaults which have
been directed against the church of
jesusjebus christ of latter day saints
division and weakness would have
shown themselves fatal breaches
would have been made in the frame-
work of the system and the imprison-
ment or enforced concealment of the
leading men would have been followed
by a decay of faith and the disintegra-
tion of the organizationr anizatlon but the
lord in estabaestablishingi ng his church pro-
vided such contingencies as
these he promised and all have
been urged to claim the fulfilmentfulfillment of
the promise that he would give to
those who entered sincerely into coven-
ant with him a testimony of the
truth for themselves and to bestow
hithib holy spirit upon all it is this
promise and its fullil mant that todayto day
constitutes the strength of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
sainSainttith pophet joseph smith was once
aske y a visitor to thecity of nauvoo
tiletae roodgaoa order and prosperity of chien
struck him with surpsurprisetise how it was
that ne governed the people a3 as to
produce such admirable results tilethe
memorable reply of the prophet
of god was 1 I teach thernthem
correct principles and they govern
themselves this was the secret of
the good government at nauvoo and
it is still the secret of the good order
and freedom from strife and other evils
which prevail among the latter day
saints in utah and throughout all this
mountain region where they have con-
trol in what other community in ane
world could a governor judges and
0therother appointees act as these officials
have done in utah without producing
anarchy and the complete overthrow of
all barriers which are erected for the
protection of society and the rights of
men our enemies are loud in their de-
nunciationnuncia tion of the priesthood and its
influence upon the latter day saints
but that violence and confusion do notdot
reign in this fair territory todayto day is
due to the teachings of that priest-
hood and their influence upon the peo-
ple who give heed to them the people
navehave been taught correct principles
and they govern themselves

do we overstate the truth when we
say that every good peaceably inclined

i citizen of utahciki jew gentile and
mormon would enjoy more peace
more prosperity more kindly deeliafeelingsgs
totowardswards each otherather todayto day if we had no
federal officials at all of the class of
many who areare now among us when
a governor inintroducestroduces himself to the
world and to the people he is sent to
govern in all his public utterances
fromfroin the platform and through the
press as the batterslat avowed audand bit-
ter enemy and prostitutes the powers
of his high office to defame malign and
injure teem would not the territory
be better without such an officer
when judges openly announce from
the bench tthathat a law which is general
in its language is to be made special in
its application and so ininstruct attor-
neys and juries and punish with all
the severity possible one class of citi
zens under its provisions while no-
torious offenders of another class go
scotecot free and not stopping at this go
on to the public platformm and denounce
with voluble and unbridled truculence
the class of citizens whose cases they
expect to come before them to decluedecide
upon hidhad not tilethe temtemplele of justice
better be closed awhileawhile than suchbuch
judges should sit therein instead of
seeking to insure domestic tranquility
these officers have fomented strife
they have fostered religious hate they
have embittered class against claclass
they have sought in every way possible
to destroy that charity which should
exist in every community com-
posed of citizens of different
religions and politics they have
adopted and enforced a policy of non
intercourse between citizens A gen-
tile citizen who has dared to speak of
or theat a Mormormon citizen as a friend
and associatealsocassoc iaac has been denounced and
ostracisedostracized and an impassable gulf hishas
been created between them

Is it any wonder then I1 while some
of the principal officers sent here to
govern and maintain law are the peo-
ples greatest enemies and the most
deadly foes to law and order that
prejudicece upon all questions affecting
jsas anoand our territory should prevail
or that congress should be induced
regardless otof the constitution and its
guarantees under the pressure brought
to bear upon it by the incessantneessant clam-
ors and misrepresentation of this class
to enact measures that would reach
such a people as we are described to
be the edmunds law was begotten
by prejudice conceived in ignorance
and brought forth in hatebate but its
enforcement in these territories is in
the spirit of merciless severity and
undiluted malice and those who pros-
ecute under it have not the excuse
which a deceived and blinded congress
might plead for its enactment

the herebore have gone far be
yand taahe af qnd alt gl the iavf


