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DESERET NEWS,

LIN EPISTLE OF THE FRST PRESIDENS! |

T0 THE CHURCH OF JHSUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY BAINTE, IN GENERAL
CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED:

Dear Bretkren and Sisters;

1o the plenitude of God’s mercy the
Suints are opnce again permitted in
puace to assemble in General Confer-
ence to worship the Lord, to extol 1ils
godness, to glorify His name, to hear
i{& word, and to receive such nstruc-
tions from His servants as the Holy
Spirit shall dictate, a3 well as to trans-
act such busiuess pertalning to His
Church as may be presented for thelr
consideration. But a3 we, your breth-
ren of the ¥irst Presidency, are, by the
force of peculiar circumstances, de-
prived on this occasion of |your soclety
and you of ours, we deew 1t conststent
with the duties of our calling to ad-
dress you by letter, and ip this way to
luy before you that which uader more
favorable coonditions we should have
been pleased to huve delivered orally.
In tge first pliace, we extend our con-
gratulations to you, as Latter-day
Saints and wembers of the Church of
Christ, thataffairs with us are so fa-
vorahle that so many can meet together
&8 you do on this the fifty-sixth annij-
versary of the orgamzation of the
Church, in Generst Conference. Per-
secution has raged,and hideous arongs
have been and are belog perpetrated
against ua as o Chureh, but thus far
onr enemies have not been permitted
to goto such lengths us the persecut-
ors of the people of (GGod did fn the
days of the firat Alina, when they put
tusks upon his peopie and put tusk-
masters over them and put to death
those whom they found calling npon
God. Though many of us are de-
prived of the Privilege of mecting to-
gether in public, yet a goodly number
of you can assemble as you do this day
and worship your God and listen to
His word; and we all—prisoners, ex-
jles and free—can call upon our God
without danger of puuishment there-
for. lodeed, we need not go to the
days of Alma for contrast between the
condition of the people of God
then and our present condition,
-to flad causes for thanksglvibg and
praise to our God this day for His
mercles goto us. We have only to re-
fer to our own history, toscenes in
which many of you have taken part, to
find coutrasts which should prompt us
to bear vur present attlictions with pa-
tient equaniuity. Some of the Saints,
Eerhups, feel that their sufferings un-
er the tyragny which 8 now exercised
over ug in the name of law are very
severe, and they muy ask how long
shall these outrages he permitted Lo
contioue? But If they would under-
stund how mucn worse our Lositlons
inight ba let them recall the scenes
enacted in the State of Missonri, when
the Latter-day 18ainte_were diiven by
mob vielence out of Jackson County
into Clay County, and thence into
Caldwell County, and finally were
compelled to flee, in tbe depthof an in-
clement winter, vut of the State, under
an order of Lilburo W. Boggs, the
Governor, which suaid “that the Mor-
mens must be treated as enemies, and
must be extermingted or driven from the
Atate, and this, too, after many of
their nunber had been Killed, and the
rematoder bad been robbed of nearly
all 1he property they had o the world;
or, recall the- treatment the Latter-
day Saints received in the State of 11li-
nois, when, after murderjog, in the
most savage and heartless manger, and
while uuder the pledgéd honor of the
State, the President and Patrisrch of
the Church, and wonnding zlinost to
death . one of the Twelve Apostics
moebs organized themselves, hurne
the houses of the iSaints in the outer
settiements, destroyed their property
and drove them for their lives to the
City of Nauvoo; and then, not content
with this, brought the whole powéer of
the State to bear upon thein to compel
them to leave that city and the State
and totake refuge, stripped and desti-
tute, in the wilderness, where their
enewies hoped jnternal dissensions,
starvation or wild Indians would com-
plete the work of destruction which
t.hiey were not permitted to,accom-
ligh.
P However =revious the wrongs under
which we sauffer to-day, there js much
yetto be thunkiul for. Ouor land is
filled with plenty. No cry of wan or
heast ascends fromn oor borders to high
heuven for the want of food; no beg-
gars plead {or alms in our streets, and
of destitute soul has denied to him
that sustenance neeessary to sopply
hLiswants. And with these blessings
on good food, comfortabte raiment aud
soficient shelter, we bave the inestim-
uble blessing of the peace of God,
which Ile gives to every {faith-
ful Saint —peace in our hearts,
peace in  our Lbahitations, peace
{u oursettlements—a peace which the
world cannot give, aud which, thank
the Lord, It canpot take away. Let
rour . hearts, therefore, Brethrem and
sisters, be filled with thanksgiving and
praiseto our God for His gooduess
and mercy tnto us as a people! He
has made promises concerning Zion;
be assured He will not forget them.
Zion may eay, in the words of the
Prophet Isaigh, *The Lord hatb for-
,SSk?P me, and my Lord hath forgotten
me

” But the Lord replies:

»Cap 3 woman forget l}%r sncklog
child, that she shounld not bave com-
{msslon on the sonof her woinb? Yea,

hey may forget, yet will I ot forget
thea. Behpld, T Dave gravegihes upon
gle {m]mn of my hands; thy’ walls are
fontingally before mo,

- At no time bra the Lord leg Hig peg-

ple to expect thiat they wonld ot have
toendure trials, or not have their faith
fully tested.

soon after this Church was organ-
lzed His people were told: **for | pave
decreed in my heart, seith the- Lord,
that I will prove yon in all things
whether you will abide in my covenasut
even unlo cdeath, that you may be
found worthy; for if ye will not abide
in wy covendnt, ye sre not worthy of
me.'” We scarcely need remind you
that if yon live godly in Chrnist Jesus,
while 8atan has power, you will suffer
persecation.

In the providence of the Almlghty
persecutivn serves a most usefnl pur-
pose. Every fuithful Sajut must per-
celve and ackoowledge this. Eachone
feels Its effect upon mmself: he sees
its effect npon his friends snd neigh-
bors. Persecution develops charuc-
ter. Under its influence we all know
gurselves better than we did before we
felt its pressure; and we discover
traits Ju our brethren and sisters of
the existenee of which, perbaps, we
were in entire ignorance, The perse-
cution froms which we bave been suf-
furing duoring these eighteen months
pust, though very paloful, has not
been without protit to the Latter-duy
Saints, It has strengthencd and in-
fused new zeal, courage and determin-
ation into the faithful, It has also
caused meny who were careless and
ndifferent to arouse themselyes from
tbeir lethargy und to repnew their dili-
gence in the work of God. 1t has also
brought to light the hypocrisy of many,
and caused them to throw off the mask

ments; but the truth coocerning it is
coming to light. For a while the feel-
ing smong those jxporant of our troe
character may have been one of indif-
ference as to our fate, or to any treat-
ment we might recelve, AS the perse-
cution continues 1he troth lexks out by
degrees. Men and women hear that
scores of wen, rather than accept the
alternative of rcuouncing thetr wives
pnd children, pay heavy fines zad costs
and o cheerfully for long, weary
mouths to prison; aod that delicate
women, too, rather than betray thefr
husbands and by their testimony in-
volve them in the toils of thelr perse-
cutors, go willingly to the penitentivry
where the greatest eriminals are con-

April 14

amy, aod completely envelopingit, nas
been the desizn to destroy our rights
a8 citizens, to take sway from us our
[Jibertics under the Constitution and
| the Jaws, und to obtajn the political
{ control of our coautry, so that, being
as voiceless in the affairs of govern-
ment as the Indians or Chinese, we
could be taxed and plondered with
i:npunlv.{. and be lorded over by a set
of political harples who would revel
apd fatten at our expense. This has
been, and still 18, the object of ail the
outcry raised usgainst us, of the
inguinersble falsehoods with which
the public journals have teemed, of the
constant appeals to Uongress to legls-
late against us, und of all the ontrages

fined. Thinkine people read of these 'jn the name of law lnflicted upon us by
proceedings, and their tormer indiffer- |the courts. The sume covetousness
ence rﬂves piace to interest, Butwhile laund envy that led mobs to band them-
we acknowledge the hand of the Lord | selves together to drive us from our
in these wicked acts of our enemies, | former howmes are the sentiments which
they are aot relieved from the con- | prompt Lhe present attack upon us and
dumnation which will foliow them. | our ligerties. Then mohs acted openly
They would deny us our Tights as citl- {and duflan:ly, regardless of law; now
zens, wnd they talk about us und act | the policy 182 more snbtle one; it is to

towirds us a3 though we were not en-
titled to aoy such ri-hts; but this is
mere imnpudent sssumption and clap-
trip oo their part. e have righis.
We were born free men and women

aud it is 4 daty we owe to ousclves an

our posterity and to all the people of
this und that we shouid contend for
and muaintain the principles of free-
dom and transmit them uuimpared and
undiminisbhed to those who follow us.
We do not ask for this freedom as a
favor; we demand itas arigzht. We

of triendship and fellowshlp which
they wore und to exhibit toemselvesin
Lnefr true lineaments. But itis upon
the young of our commuuity that the
eflect of this persecation bas been
most toarked. Many of the young of
both sexes, whea all was peace sud no
war was made upuo their parents and
friends, seemed to be of the opinlon

that they could, withont any danger to |

thetoselves or their faith, be in full
fellowship with the world. The pames
Lutter-duy Saint sod Gentile were
alike te them. They appeared to see
o reason why they could not be on
terms of perfect frieadship with both
classes. Kvery Latter-day Suint of
experience knows how dingerous it is
for children to stand upon this ground.
But from this delusdive dream they have
bevn awakened by the rude shock of
this persecntion. The line of demar-
cation between the Latter-day Saists
and the world has been drawn so sharp
apnd distinct that they tlnd themselves
(unless they become open apostates)
compelled to take sides with their

arents andirlends; and the difference
Eetween thelr reliﬁwn and that which
{s opposed to it is bronght home to
thelr hearts and cousciences with a
force never before known to them.
Pols persecution is driving the rising
geperation together witn surprising
compactuess, It is making impres-
sions upon the yonngestchildren of the
commnbity which the lapse of yeurs
can never obliterate. They are learn-
ing the truth of the words ot the HSa-
vior by the painful experience which
our ebemties ¢ now gaving them, *If
ye were of the world, the world wounld
jove his own} but because ye are not
of the world, but [ have chosen youout
of the world, therefore the world
bateth you."

The J.ord has salid, that the wrath of
mau shall be made to praise Him, and
in this attack which is beiuyg made up-
on us and our religion we see this
veritled. Qur enemies have desigued
to destroy the work of God. Forthis
they plot and i0il and desceud to the
deptha of iufamy. 5o sbsorbed ure they
in their wicked aschemes, and so bent
upon carrying tbem into effect, that
tiey fail to look beyoud the imniediate
acts which they perform and perceive
tie consequences which iollow. They
hurass, nnuu¥ and torment inen, wo-
men and children; they compel men
and women to conceal tiemselves to
escape from their croelfies and in-
ustice and tyranoical abuse of power;
und they consign other men und wo-
men to prison} and {rom these pro-
ceedings they derive great satisfaction,
as they Jook uponthew as z0 maoy evl-
dences of their success in sap&lﬁ; the
foundation of the Church of and

in uprooting ounr religion. We 1:eed|

not say to you, who bave so often wit-
nessed the effects of persecution upon
our religion and Church, how falkicigus
are these hopes of our present perse-
cotors. Instead of crushing the truth,
they areadvertising it;instead of show-
ing the world bow unworthy and con-
templible we are,they are,unwittingly,
furnisliog us with opportunlties to ex-
hibit the beroic qunlfties We DOSSCSSB;
{nstead of weakening or upnseitling the
minds of true Latter-day Salnts, they
ure stimpolating their fzuth and sup-
plying them with additionai proofs of
the divipity of their relizion. They
would have the world believe that we

are low, sensual, jgnorant aod de- |

graded, that our relivionis a system
of Just; bnt the thioking people of the
world know that there i3 no vecessity
to endnore that which the Laiter-day

Saints are pow endoring to gratify-

lustful appetites or desires. Licen-
tions, depraved men and women would
not suffer such treatment &85 Federul
officia]s are now exlending to us, and

bear ail mapner of indigmties snd go-

uniurmoringly to prison, if they were
assured, ag wa are, by courts und pro-
secuting officers that the war 18 uzainst
our marriages and not against sen-
suality if induglzed in aceording to
popular mmethods.

_This persecution attracts the atten-
tion of the world. Its disgracefal fen-
tures may be concealed for a whils
from public knowlodge,through the lies
s8¢ ludustriously propoyated by thosa
whe' 41w 1ts prometers apd “justry-

wre 18 much eutitied to the fuil rights
of citizenship in these mountuins us
any otper citizens who dwell under the
flag of the Republic, Upnder any and
all circumsiances we are their peera,

Such trials as the Latter-day Saints
now uidergo io the courts 1o tnese 'I'er-
ritories are not the trials of ordfoary,
vulgar criminals. However mugh those
who flgure as presecutors, judges or
jurors o these cases way scheme and

1ot and falsify to reduce them to this
| level, and to tix the brund of criminzl-
ity or the stigma of infamy upon our
condnct, they cannot ¢eceivethe world.
This which weare now passing throngh
is to ali intents and purposes a relig-
jous persecution und nothivg else. It
will yet be recogbized as such by the
whole world. .lts hldeous features, its
Atrocious character, its travesties of
justice, cannot be councealed by any
ainount of falsftication or dfsguisc.
Already men are bepinning to under-
stand the motives aud objects of those
who are engazed in it, and history will
set jts seal of coodempation upon it
and them, and it will yet stand as an
ineffaceable blot upon the boasted civ-
ilization and lberty of onr generation.

T'he scenes which we are now wit-
nessing in this T'erritory are the results
of a deep-iaid aud carefully planned
conspiracy, which hus bevn iz process
of formation for years. Itsoriginutors
knew the elements they had to deal
with, sud by cununioyg contrivence they
have effected & wonderful combination.
Religious and irreligions, miaisters iu
macerdotol robes aud athelstic scoffers,
business men of inteygrity and bhiack-
legs, temperance men aond drunkards
men of strict morality and plmps and
harlots, are crowded together on the
plattorin they huve constructed, and
they tind nu inconvenicnce from each
others compunionship. Kacn is made
to believe that it ia to his direct inter-
est to combine to destroy *Mormon-
ism.'" A wore motley collection of
hmwan beings was never witnessed.
Differ as they may upon eversthing
else, there has been one cowinon
toought apd Li.mrl.mse runpiog throngh
the whole and holding them together,
aod that is hatred of thereligion of the
Latter-day Sajots and & determination
to destroy it and them. The consplra-
tors have appeusled to the prejudices of
esch ope to induce him to work in con-
cert for this common end. In the inin-
isters they have found rendy and willing
dilies; fv fact,these have been the caiuf
authors and promoters of the conspir-
ncy. The Phurisees in the days of the
savjor were no more ready to egg the
moltitude ob to ery out “*Crucify him,
crucify hun,' than many of the miais-
| ters ol our time are to urge Congress
to epact Iezsures (o1 our destruclion.
It is now some years since the sectavian
ministers here (with the exception of
the Catholi¢ clergymen) combined in a
document to Congress, urglng tbat
body-to legislate avainst us.

This aetion they have often repeated
since. Destitute of conlidence e their
own religious systems and their power
to cope with the truth which we pos-
sess withont aid from the secular
power, they mzke the alr resound
withtheir clamors for Congress t]q Iiass
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laws to crush us and our religion.
| They eulist wen of their cloth ecise-
| where in the same upchristizn bnosi-
ness, Itis only a few wonths since,
and at the time the "whole rsa-
chinery of the courts here was being
used most savagely in sending men,
and women slso, to prison oo account
of thelr religlon, that a1 deputution of
these professed teachers ot the doe-
trinvs of the cruciied Redeeiner celled
upon President Cleveland aond pre-
sented s memorial signed by upwards
of & thousand persons,and, it wassaid
b{ some ot the most prominent di
vines in the country, earnestiy urging
him to enforce the anti-polypamy act!
Conlcl the old Poarisces have dope any
more?

But while the mintsters engazed in the
conspiracy throngh zeal for their own
craft and seetarian hate, the moralist
and the politietaun, the debuuchee and
the dronkard, were druwa into sapport
mt:'she plot by appeals to thewr juter~
asts,
woodl battle ery: this has ealled the

natical eleuent into liney but under~
oegth and gbove this question of polyge
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| conld not be compel

The cry of polygsiny ias made g |

E
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reéach the sume ends under the shelter
and pretenee of Juw. It meant robbery
und the deprivatlon of rights under the
oid system; under ir the new tactics
:neans the stealing of the political con-
trol of the country, to be followed by
rupine and spoliation,

ruce up the acts of the conspirators
from the treason of the Governor in
settinz aside the will of the people apd
s usurpation of the powers of the
National House of Representatives, in
pronouncing upon the qualitications of
one of its members, and giving a cer-
titlcate of election us Delegate to Con-
gress to u maa whom the peogple had
rejected, down through the ysreater
purt ot the Proceedings of the courts,
and especially the conduct of the Gov-
ernor during the last two scssions ot
the Legislative Assembly, and irrefra-
zable evidences of copspiracy szainst
the lberties of the people are apparent
at every step, Every act of thecon-
spirators is consistent with every other
act to make their plot a success. While
engaged in this nefarious bousiness,they
throw dust in the eyes of Lhe nalion by
makiog an outcry against polygaiy—
a8 if they cared anything sbout our
rmarrisges—in order to conceal and ac-
complisn their deeper degtxo,

The most active tools in this con-
gpiracy huve been someof the Federal
officizls. Their positions have given
them o'p ortunities which they have
been willing to avail themselves of.
The preatnble of the Constitution ot
the Unjted States ussizns as reasons
why it was framed: “To form a mole
perfect nfion, establish justice, insure
domestic tratquility, provide for the
common delense, promote the generul
welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterit,
Most excellept reasons for fram
such & charter of liberty, and every
otficer who acts under {t should keep
these objects in view. But mooy of
the ofilcers sent here nave ucted as
though they were determined that none
of these blessings for which the Con-
sltitution was frumed should reach ns.
The zunctity of home, the hberty ot
Eerscn, the modesty of naldenheod,

ave all been wantonly violated ju the
cffort to punish the Latter-day Saints
for their intecrity to God and laws.
Iustead of seeking to vstablish justice
and insire domestic tranquility, they
have sought to array neichbor agajust
neighbor, friend aguinst friend, brother
upreinst brother, wile azainst hnsbund
and children against parents,snd to
i loosen and destroy all the bonds which
| bind 1nan tu his fellow-ipan. Thelr
i Inission hns not been 1o buitd up and
cement society, but totear doww aud
break tt up. They buve taken delixht

strife, to tempt wives to betlray their
hosbands and to jnduce husbzuds, by

l

threats of severe ponishment
if they refused to comply
_with  their  wishes, to disown

a2nd forsake their wives, and to discard
and bastardize their offspring, nod 1o
tarn loose, as forlorn outcasts, those
whoin they had solemnly covenanted
te provide for and protect. When
tliese officials coinmenced their- attack
npon ns and our relizion they ionud
our homes tilled with love and affec-
tion—husbands and fathers devoted to
thelr wives and children, and doing all
in theit power to make them comfor-
table and bappy; wives und mothers
[ conteuted and at pesce, honoring thelr
husbands and prond of their relation-
|ship to them; und children whose re-
spect and obedjence testified to the
reverence and esteem jr whieh they
held their parents.  Husbhands and
wives and chijdren dwelt together
without compulsion or coerclon., No-
where or all this broad eurth, where
matrimonial ties arc held to bave bind-
ing effect, aid such complete liberty
exist as awony the Latter-day Salnts.
it is true, wives were sealed to hus-
bands by the eternal Priesthood of the
Almighty, for timme and all eternity;
but thisunion in the tirst place was
only mude possibie by love,and by love
the tie s perpetuated. Women kKnew
| their riehts, and the

{ kknew that they
ed to live with an
anworthy man. Haippiness reigned in
our homes, because freedom refgned
there, and all had their full ageney. Ko
better proof of this need be addueed
than the fuct that 1o the widst of all
this persecution, and the many induce-
j ments there are offered to women and
men to disolve their famlly relation-
ships, but few men have accepted the
proffered terms aud discarded their
wives; and to the honor of our sisters
he It said, not one woinan that we
koow of up to the preseut writing has
broken herwarripge vow gud dis=o}ved
her relaticns with ber bhusbuod aml

ildpan,
ot jt is ta the desteuction of thege

in their efforts to sow dissension und

|
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happy homes -that all the efforts of
these officials have been directed. Ibn
the sacred name of law, and under the
guise of u pretended desire to enforce
it, they would convert this coadition
of society, so peaceful and so admir-
sble, into & pandemonium. Tnef' have
worked to thisend with suchpelignaot
cunning, such heartless persistence
and such wpscrupulous disregard of
the principles of justice xs” have no
paraliel in American history; and that
they have not accomplished this resuit
has not been for the want of effort on
their part, but because God hus been
with His people and His Spirit has been
poured out upon them to strengthen
and sustain them. |

No man-made system or organization
could have withstood the concentrated
hate and violent assaults which have
seen directed against the Churchof
Jesns Christ of FEatter-day Szints,
Division sod weukness would have
shown themselves, futal breaches
would have been made in the frame-
work of the system, and the imprisou-
ment or enforced concealment of the
leadiny men would have been followed
by u decay of fuith . and the disiotegra-
tion of the organization. Bot the
Lerd, in estublishing His Church, pro-
vided gzainst such contingencies as
these, "He promised—and all have
been urged to claim the fulfllmcnt of
the promise—that He would give to
those who entered sincerely into coven-
ant with Hlm, a testiinony of the
truto for themselves, and to bestow
His Holy Spiric uponail. It is this
promise znd its falilimaot that to-day
constitutes the strength of
Choreh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Salnts. .

Th‘*’rophet Joseph Smith was ouce
asked®Ly a visitor to thecity of Nanvoo,
tone good order and prosperity of which
struck him with surprise, how it was
that ne governed the people -5 a8 Lo

prodoce snch admirable resalts. The
memorable reply of the FProphet
of God was: “I teach them

correct principlcs apnd they govera
themselves.” 'I'his was the secret of
the zood voverntuent at Nauveo, and
it is still the secret of the good order
and freedom from strife and other evils
which prevail among the Latter-day
Saiots jo Utab and throughout all this
mountain region where they have con-
trol. In what other comnmunity in toe
world eould a governor, judges and
other appointees act as thesc officiais
tuve doue in Utah, without producin

apnarchy and the complete overthrow u
all barriers which are erected for the
protection of society and thu rirhts of
men? Qurenemies are loud in their de-
punciation of the Priesthood und its
jnfluence upon the Latter-day Sainots;
but that viclence and confusion do not
reien in thls fair Territory to-day is
ue to the teachings of that Priest-
hood aud thelr inflnence upon the peo-
ple who give heed to them. Thepuople
nave been tanght correct prineiples,
aud they govern themse]ves.

Do wu overstawe vhe truth when we
say that every good, peacenoly inclined
citizen of Utap—Jow, Gentile apd
Morinon—would enjoy more peace
more prosperity, more kindly feclings
‘towards each cther to-day if we haa no
Federul ofliclals ut ail of the class of
many who are now smons us?! When
a governor introdnces himself to the
world and to the people he is sent to
rovern, in nll h?s public utterances
from the Jutform, and through the
press, as the latter's avowed and bit-
ter euemy, and prostitutes the powers
of his hizh ofice to defume,malign and
injure tbem, would not the Territor
be better wlthout such an offlcer
When iud<es openly unnounce from
the bench thut a law which 18 general
in its lupruage is to be made speciul in
its upplication, and 8o instract attor-
neys ai<l juries, and puuish with ]l
the severity possible ove cluss of citi-
zens under its provisions while no-
torious offenders of apother class o
gcot {ree, and, not stopping at this, vo
on to tue public platforinand denounce
with volubiv and nnbridled truculence
the class of citizens whose cases they
expect to colne before them to deciac
upon—had not the temple of Justice
better be closed awhile, than such
judues should sit therein? lnstead of
seeking to insurce doimestic trunquility,
these oflicers have f{omented strife,
they bave fostered religious hate, they
have embiitered class agaionst class,
Ly have sougnt in every way possible
to destroy that charity swhich anhould
exist in every community com-
posed of  citizens of different
religlons aond politics. They have
adopted and cnturced 2 policy of non-
intercourse belween citizens. A Gen-
tile citizen who has dared 1o speak of
or tieat & **Mormou? ¢itizen asa friend
und associste has beeu denounced and
ostracised, and an lmpassable gulf has
been created between them.

Is it any wonder. tnen, while some
of the princlpe] officers sent here to
goverp aud maintain law, are the peo-
ple's wreatest cuemies and the most
deadly foes to law aod order, that
prejudice upon all guestions affecting
as s0d our Territory should prevail?
Or that Congress should be 1nduced,
regardiess of the Constitution and its
goargntees, under the pressare brought
to bear upon it by the incessant clam-
ors and misrepresentation ot this class
to epact measures thut would reach
such a people a8 we are described to
be? The Edmunds law was begotten
by(}:rejudice, conceived iu Ilynorance
and brought forth in hate. But its
enforcement in these Territories Is in
the spirit of merciless severity aod
undiluted malice, and those who pros-
ecnte under it have not the excuse
which a decetved and blinded Congress
might plead for its enactment. .

The offloiale here have yons far be-

yond the Jetter snd spirlt of the Jaw

the .



