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AN interesting ORIENTAL
STORY

tueTHE MODERN AL

in the district of FerdjOnah algeriaalberh 9

which signifies FINE coustryCOUNTRY lives a
schelk named bou akas ben acachourour ilehe
is also distinguished by the surname ofbou

the man 0ofif the knife and may
be reregardedcardesgardes as a type of the eastern arab
hishid ancestors conquered FerdjOnah but he
haslias been forced to acknowledge the suprem-
acy of france by paying a yearly tribute of

brancsfrancs his dominion extends fromorom

milahmilan to RabouRaboulbbouabah and from the southern
ppointint of to within two leleaguesagues of
Gigelli he is lorty nine years oldoid and
wears the costume that is to say a
woollen GASpo oriacliAA confined by a leathern
belt he cayrlecarriescatries a pair of pistols in his gir-
die by hisgisideside the and sus-
pended from his neck a small black knife

before him walks a negro carrying his
gun and a huge greyhound bounds along by
his side ilehe holds despotic sway over twelve
tribes and should any neighboring people
venture to make an incursion on his territo-
ry bou akas seldom condescends to march
against them in person but sends his negro
into the principal village this envoy just
displays the gun offbouilou akasahas and the injury
is instantly jepairedrepaired

heile keepinkeepskeep in pay two or three hundred
to readtead the koran to his people every

pilgrim to mecca and passing through
berdj onah receives three francs and may
remain as long as liehe pleases to enjoy the
hospitality of bonbou akas dutbut whenever
the disediscoversovers that hebe has been de-
ceived by a pretended pilgrim he immedi-
ately dispatchesdespatches emissaries after the impos-
tor who wherever helie is fine him throw
him down and give him fifty blows on the
solessales ofhis feet

bou akas sometimes entertains three hun-
dred persons at dinner but instead ofsharing
their repast he walkwalks round the tables with
a9 baton in his hand seeing that the servants
attend properly lo10 hishi guests afterwards
if any thing is left he eatscati but not until the
others llave finished

when the governorgovengosenrotmot of constantinople the
only man whose power he recognisesrecognizes sends
him a traveller according to the rankrauk of the
latter or the nature of the rocommendationrecommendation
bou akas gives him hisliis gun his dog or his
knife if the gun the traveller takes it on
hiihia shoulder if the dogdom helie leads ititinin aalmasheashcash
or if the knife he hangs it round his neck
and with any one of these potent talismanstalismans
of which each bears its own degree of konorhonor
the stranger passes through the region of the
twelve tribes not only unscathed guttutbut as the
guestanest of bou akas treated with the utmost
hospitality when the traveller is about to
leave FerdjOnah he consigns the knife the
dog or the gun to the sareeare of the first arab
he meets if the arab iais hunting liehe leaves
the chaechase if laboring in the field he leaves
the plough and taking the precious deportdepart
hastensI1to restore it to bou akas

thetile black handled knife is so well known
that it has given the surname of boudiebou die
noni the man of the knife to its owner
with this amplemimplementnt he is accustomed to cut
off heads wheneverever he taktakeses a fancy to perler
form that agreeable office with his own hand

when first bon akas assumed the gov-
ernmenternment the country was infested with rob-
bers but he speedily found means to extir-
pate them ilehe disguised himself asaas a poor
merchant walked out and dropped a douro
a gold coin on the ground taking care not

to lose sight of it if ththe person whoho hap-
penedpened to pick up the douro put it into his
pocpocketket and passed on bou akas made a sign
to his who followed him also in
disguiseClisilsguise and knew the will andieandle
rushed forward immediately and decapitated
the offender

in consequence of this summary method
ofministeringadministeringad justicejusticeg it is a saying among
the arabs that a child mimightalltalit traverse the re-
gions which own bou allsailsakas swasway wearing
a golden crown on his head without a single
hand being stretched out to take it

the has great respect for women
and has ordered that when the females of
ferdjOnah go out to draw water every man
who meets them hallhali turn away his head

wishing one day to ascertain whether his
commandscommandsmanda wereyere attended to he went out in
disguise and meeting a beautiful arab mai-
den

mal-
den on her way to the yellwellvell approached and
saluted her

thetile girl looked at him with amazement
and

pass on stranger thou knoknowellwrestvrest not the
risk thou hastbast iunrunrun 1

and when boubod akas persisted inin speaking
to her she added

foolish man and reckless of thy life
thou not that we are in the country

of bou who causes all women totobelobebe
held in respect iP

bou akas is very strict in his religious ob-
servancesservances he never omits hisliis prayers and ab-
lutionslut ions and has four wives the number per-
mitted by the koranoran having heard that the
cadi of one of his twelve tribes administered
justice in an admirable manner and pro-
nounced decisions in a style worthy of kingeing
solomon himself bou akas like a second
haroun AIal determined to judge for
himself as to the truth of the report

accordingly dressed like a private indi-
vidual without arms or attendants he set
out for the cadis town mounted on adonile
arabian steed

ilehe arrived there and was just entering
the gate when a cripple seizing the border of
his burnoufburnousoui asked him for alms in the name
of the prophet bou akas gave him moneymones
but the cripple still maintained his hold

what dost thou want asked the sheiksheik
41t have already given thee almsaims

yeses replied the beggar but the law saysvs
not only thou shallbhail give aimaalma to thy bbro-
ther

ro
but also thou shallshail do for thy brother

whatsoever thou canetcant
wellweil and what can I1 do for thee
thou canet save me poor crawling crea-

ture that I1 arnamain from being trodden under
the feet of men horses mules and camelscamela

which would certainly happen to mege in paspais
ing through the crowded square iiiin whicha
fairfair is now going on

and how can I1 save thee
by lettinglettina me ride behind yoyouu abdand put-

ting
yi

me downdorn safely in the marketplacemarket ilaceplace
where I1 have business

be it so replied bou akas and stooping
down he helped the cripple to get up behind
him a business which was not accomplished
without much difficulty

the strangely assorted riders attracted ma-
ny eyes as they passed through the crowded
streets and at length they reached
ket place

Is this where you wish to stop asked
bon akas

yes
then get down
get down yourself
what for
to leave meroe the horse ilto leave you my horse whattean you

by that
1 I meara that he belongsbelons tometo me enowknow youu

not that we are now in the town of the just
cadi and that if we bring the case before
him he will certainly decide in myray favor

why should he do so when the animal
belongs to me

dont you think when he sees us two
you with your strong straight limbalimbs which
allah has given you iaforor the purpose ofwalk-
ing and I1 with my weak legs and distorted
feetfee ikelwlie will decree that tiletiiethe horshorg shall seiet
long td ehinefin who has most need of him

should hefie do so he would not be the
JUST cadi said bou akas

oh as to that replied thetile cripple laugh-
ingin although hebe is just he is not infallible

4 so thought theeScheikth schelk to himself this
will be a capital opportunity of judaljudgingnr the
judge he said aloud 111I am content we
will go before the cadi

arrived at the tribunal where the judge
according to the eastern custom was public-
ly administering justice they found that two
trials were about to go on and would of
course take precedence of theirs

the first was between a taleb or learned
man and a peasant the point in dispute
was the calebs wife whom the peasant had
carried off and whom he asserted to be hishi
own better half in the face of the phiphiloso-
pher

loio
who demanded her restoration

the woman strange circumstance tere
bained obstinately silent and would not de-
clare for either a feature in the case which
rendered its decision excessively difficult
the judgejude heard both sides attentively re-
flected for a moment and then saidmid leave
the woman here anand return tomorrowto morrow

the savant and the laborer each bowed
and retired and the next cause was called

this was a difference between a butchert
and an oil seller the latterlitter appeared cov-
ered with oil and the former was sprinkled
with blood I1

the butcher spoke first
111 I went to buy some oil froinfrom thistins man and

in order to pay him for it I1 drew a handful of
money from my purse the sight of the
money temtentempted him ilehe seized me by tiltth


