to the pusition of political serfdom,
with no privilege left except that of
paying taxes and being the victims
of huogry polltical eormorants.

Burely If the Commercial were
conversant with the situntion as ig
is, ite position would Le diﬂ:'erent. to
the one assumed by it. The way in
which the Lutter-day Baiots are
being maligned, misrepresented and
maltreated is enough to make free-
dom shriek and justice fall prone in
the dust. A reaction tnust and will
come.

~— o

FREE AMERICAN POLITICAL PRO-
CEDURE.

AFTER the exposure of the ‘‘eut
and dried business?’ in the precinet
con ventions of the so-called **Liler-
al?? party, it was supposed there
would be some attempt to conceal
the dominating powera which “feut
and dried?? the programme for the
general “Libern]”’ convention. But
po, The Chairman of the Central
Committee, as the chief political
boss, “‘had the honor,*> he should
have said the gull, to give the con-
vention their temporary chairman
and temporary secretary without
asking an endorsemetit or calling
for any vote. Of course the tem-
porary chairman was made the per-
manent chairman, and the “cut and
dried?’ character of the whole pro
ceedings became glaringly appar-
ent.

We do not say the chairman was
a bad selection. Col, Merritt was al]
right. He i& a good presiding ofticer.
He understood his business and did
all that was expected of him. He
read off from the lists provided for
him the names of the persons pre-
viously selected for the various com-
mittees, and the convention sub-
mitted to the ““cut and dried” pro-
cess a8 quietly as 80 many serfs in
presence of their master.

They had novgice in theselection |
of their temporary chairman or sec-|
retary. Their consent to the ap-
pointments was not asked. The
whole thing was usurpation and an
exhibition of supreme contempt for
the rights of the convention. Such
a piece of Impudent dietation was
pever seen before in this Terri-
rjtcry except onve—at the conven-
tion of the bugus Democrats in Og-
den.

And the organ of the **Liberal»
party has the bardihood to say of
this, that It may be sald that this
convention was more ty pical of free
American politicai procedure thao
any herctofore bield in this Territory

by the Liberal party.’? If this be
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true, what kind of free American
procedure must it have been that
manpaged previous *Libernl*’ con-
ventions?

The tact ir, the whole business,
from first to last, gives the cleareat
evidence of being ‘“‘cut and dried.”
Is it not pinin that the registrars,
who dodged People’s voters and did
their level best to evade registering
them, while they' hunted up and
weul after persons supposed to be
““Liberals,”” have been rewarded for
their nefarious work by placeson {he
“Liberal?? ticket? Can it be Jenjed
that this i8 im ncecordanee with
pledges made to them by the “Lib-
eral’’ bosses? Is it mot a fuct that
the names of dead nud removed
persons have Leen purposely left on
the registration lists. coantrary to
orders of the Utah Commission, in
order that the pame Nuuds perpe-
trated in Ogden may be made possi-
ble in this city? Apd does not
every slep In this plot show up a
concerted scheme from the begin-
aing? '

Whatever the blackgunrd of the
organ who wrote up the convention
proceedings muy say about ‘“‘the
holy priesthood,”’ and *‘upostles or
members of the Church presidency**
pulling wires, there has never been
in this Territory, in either party,
such n palpable exhibition of “cut
and dried” procedure as  has
cropped out during the so-called
convention of the ‘‘Liberal?
party during this campaign. And
to such things as have been openly
nope in this direction, by the bosses
that have run the machine, have
evun heen charged against the lead-
ers of the People’s Party.

As a specimen of *“free A merican
politica} procedure,?? the ¢ Liberai’?
tacticsare unique. Buch dietation
and impertinence if attempted in
the People’s Party would cause a
kick that would make the dictators
retire and never repeat the effort.
“Free American  political proce-
dure,’’ under the circumstances, is
one of the unnjest jokes of the cam:
paign.

.

OBSTACLES TO IDAHO'S ADMISSION

BINCE the creation of the last four
new States, the tendeney in the di-
rection of State-making has received
a check, Among the circumstances
which have combined to produce
this result are the bad financial con-
ditiou of the two Dukotas, and the
vnseemly contest in Montapa. 1t
is reported that extravagunt meth-
ods have remdered both Dakutas

153

boasted wealth, resources and popu-
Iation. This §s a discouraging sequel
to their clidms of ability to sustain
the burdeus of self-government, and
to conduct home rule Intelligently,
houestly and successtully. The
trouble in Montann is of a very seri-
ous and perplexing character, and
0o solution of it i8 us yet apparent.

The fact that Idaho eannot com
pare resources, populatien, nor
wealth with either of the Dukotas
issuggested a8 a remson why she
could not be deprnded upoum to at-
lain greater success than they have
in establishing and conducting a
State government; and the well
known reputation ldaho has been
huilding up for herself duriag many
years past, for questionable metheds
al the polls, affords ground for the
expectation that should she Le
clothed with statehood she would
plunge herselfl inte as bad or worse
confusion thnn Mootana has done,

The tonc of the publie journals of
Wyoming plainly indieates that
that Territory does not want to be
joined to Idaho in an admission
bill while the latter retains the
shameful test oath clause in its con-
stitlution. Omne of Ll rensona for
this feeling I8 a fear that the test
oath will kill the bLill and thus de-
prive both of admission. Obstacles,
one after unother, continue to rise in
ldzho’s path to statehood.

 ——

SECEEDERS FROM THE CHURCH
SHABBILY TREATED.

A FEW weeks ngo, shortly after
the monstrous decivion of Judge
Anderson regarding the naturaliza-
tion of ‘*Mormon?® applicants for
citizenship was rendered, an article
appenared in these columas lo rela-
tion to seceders from the Church.
[t was ealled forth by the character
of the testimony givem by Mr.
Henry W. L wrence during the in-
vestigation growing out of the ap-
plication for admission to citizenship
uf John Moore.

The gist of the article went to
show that such men us Mr. Law-
rence had more friends among their
former ce-religionists than on the
outside, notwithstandiug their con-
stant and cruel efforts to destroy
that soft sentiment in the breasts of
their former brethren. The fact was
noted that the true feeling of the

rabid aoti-“Mormon?®’ cluss to-
ward seceders frora the Church
would not always down. It

will keep cropping out occasion-
ally. Auinstance was gquuted as
baving occurred some time ago,

bankrupt, notwithetanding thelr | when, on a social occasion, where



