RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Sunday., Nov. 17, 1889, commenc-
ing at 2 p.m., Counselor Chas. W.
Penrose presiding.

The choir and congregation sang:

Come, listen to a Prophet’s voice,

And hear the worc of God.

Prayer by Elder 8. A. Woolley.

The cheir sang:

“Come. follow Ma,'" the Bavlor said;
Then le. us In B1s fo0I1sbups tread.

The Priesthood of the Beveuteenth
Ward officiated in the administra-
tion of the Bacrament.

ELDER JAMES E. TALMAGE
addressed the congregation. I fully
believe, he said, that an Elderin
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day SBaints is entitled to the Bpirit
of God at all times when in the
discharge of hix duty, and when-
ever it devolves upon us to
perform any duty connected
with our caliing. we have a right
to expect at the hands of our
Heavenly Father Hig divine assist-
ance, The history of the past dem-
oustrates that He is fully able to in-
gpire even the weakest and most
luexperlenced among us when It
pleases Him, and that He will en-
able weak vessels to carry mighty
portions of His Spirit and distribute
them at times unto such as listen
unto their words.

We recognize faith as the first
principle of our religion, and weare
taught that without it it is impossi-
ble that we can serve God nccegt-
ably, honestly and sincerely. Iun
order that we may exercise faith in
God it is absolutely necessary that
we should in seme degree Lecome
acquainted with Him, 'earn His at-
tributes, and know what kind of a
Being He is.  For surely we cau put
no coufidence in a stranger whose
works we know not, with whose dis-
position and nalure we are unfamil-
iar., God has revealed Himself on
mauy oceasions and in many dif-
ferent ways to His sons and daugh-
ters on earth. We do not remerber
the couditions under which we ex-
isted before we came liere. This
doubtless is wise. If we but kunew
what transpired concerning us
in pur primeval state of in-
nogence—when we dwelt in  the
Presence of cur God—I fear that
many of ns would be so eager to ter-
mipate thig earthly existence as to
forget the wishes and desires of our
Father, and even the plans He has
laid for us while here. The more
We can learn with respect to our
Heavenly Father the more we can
Khow in regard to His attributes,
His nature and Uispoesition, the bet-
I we will be able to serve Him,
the preater will be our faith and
confidence in Him.

My attention was drawn a few
months ago to a lecture delivered a
long time previous by a noted phil-
%sopher, John Stuart Mill. He was
discugsing in hia usual vigorous and
€mphatic way the characteristics of
Many of the religious dogmas and

achings of the day, and de-
clared his independence of any
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being who was 0ot
tated to judge injustice and equity
as to the bad or good deeds of his
sons and daughters by actunl ex-
perience. He said that the God
whom many Christians worshiped
was a being possessed of no definite
shape or parts, who had no desiies
or passions witiiin His nature, a
being who seemed to act under
many circumstances and conditions
arbitrarily, a being who not alone
permitted  but at times actuaily
caused suffering and pain, distress
and trouble in the world, a being,
in short, who, according to his idea,
did not act according to the highest
rinciples of brotherly love and
Eumanity as understood by inen.
“And,?*” said he, “‘such a beving as
that may have absolute power; He
may have the right to condemn me
to punishment; and if so, I will
bear my fate as [ can.” Going fur-
ther in his radieal way, he declared
tiiat such a being eould never com-
pel him to worship Him, because he
ecould put no confidence in Him.

Nww I think mayself that unless [
ean put trust and confidence and
exercise faith in Him whom I am
permitted to call the Father of my
spirit, the Author of my being, I
cannot believe Hls words. But the
histery of the past and the authentic
accounts we have of His dealings
with Hlssons and daughters eunnot
fail to satisfy usin this respect. 1
find that He is a Being of power,
aud when He sees fit, according the
principles of eternal justice, to per-
mit one uation to destroy another,
one people to shed-the blood of an-
other, war to be waged, pestilence
or famine to stalk through the land,
he does not allow any improper
desire for mercy or any uu-FaEherly
love toward His children to suspend
His chastening hangd. He has been
always willing to sliow merey unto
the penitent and kindness unto
those of His children who will come
before Him nothing doubting.
Burely a God who can suspend His
judgment and restrain the angels of
His wrath, who are standing about
His Throne eager to go forth and
bring destruction upon the wicked
is One in whom we may freely and
properly place all confidence aud
trust. There is no excuse for our
being ignorant of the qualities and
attributes of our Maker; but no man
can study those attributesfaithfully,
sineerely and profitably unless he
does so prayerfully and has the
Bpirit of God resting upon him at
the time.

I do not believe that any man has
ever yet succeeded in making his
.way into the celestial kingdom be-
cause of his logic, learning and
knowledge. As the heavens are
above the earth, 8o are the ways of
(dod above those of man, and we
can only understand His nature
and attributes from those revela-
tions and manifestations which He
has given us. As Latter-day Baints
wae believe that we have been creut-
ed in His image, that He is a per-
fuct and glorified Being in whom
there are centered all char-
acteristics that are good—a Be-
ing who possesses power and
yet long-suffering and merey.

An incident took place in Eng-

capaci- [

land a few years ago. We all re-
member the great controversy
which oceurred between the infidel
member, Mr. Bradlaugh, and other
members of that House. DMr. Brad-
laugh refused to take the oath, be-
cause he had no confidence ina God
who seemed to act according to
principles that were arbitrary and
who was controllvd by caprice, a
Being without bedy, heart or feel-
ing. Knowing uot whut kind of a
Being He was, Bradlaugh refused
to acknowledge his allegiance to
Him. The House of Commons.
declined to let Bradlaugh {ake his
seat, considering that such a man
was not fit to associate with them.
In the course of one of his lectures,
ﬂ'evious to his election to the

ouse of Commons, Bradlaugh
beeame deflant and  very reck-
less in his language. Taking his
watch from his pocket, he called upon
that Being whom men worship to
manifest Himself—saying that he
wonld give Him just five minutes to
demonstrate His power—that if He
actually existed and possessed the
poewer which was claimed Heslhould
take vengeance upon him for his
blasphemy; but the Lord did not
show Hias vengeance upon that oc-
earion. I have asked myself since
then ““Who is Mr. Bradlaugh, that he
should call out to Jehovah upon His
threne, and command Him to do
anything within a specified time.”*
“Vengeance is raine,”’ eaith the
Lord, and He will repay; but He bas
always done sp at the time that suits
Him best. On occasions He has
taken summary vengeance upon
those who have offended Him, to-
wards others He has exercized
long-suffering and forbearance for
yearsand years, giving the sinper
every opportunity for repentance
aud penitence. I Dbelieve that
Bradlaugh will yet have to admit
that that Being whose name he
blasphemed is a Being of powerand
the Father of all flesh, and that
Jesus Christ is His son; for the de-
cree hag gone forth, “The day will
come when every knee must bow
and moen acknowledge that Jesusis
the Christ.””

In these days some of us Latter-
day Baints are very apt to arrive at
the conclusion that certain events
are to happen within a specified
period. I bave listened to many
declarationse in this regard, but have
never heard oue of those upon whom
we look as inspired men . and
Prophets, who lead and direct us,
make any such asscertions.

Allthings are in the hands of the
Lord. Let us pray that He will
bring to pass all the prophecies ut-
tered through the mouth of His
holy Prophets, that His people will
be protected, that purity will grow
inour hearts, that cur testimony
shall be made stronger, and that in
His own due time -He will come
unto His own and find them pre-
pared to receive Him. May we be
awake to the signs of the times and
keep down within our hearts any
desire {0 take vengeance into our
own hands. I pray that we may be
humble, sincere, and willing to suf-
Ter both little and great things, for
the work of God; above all, keeping
our eyes upon the destiny which we



