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wealth I1 lorceforce the barred doors of
aristocratic society therefore the
london actor scorns the london pros
as he would a tramp not only will he
have none of him as a companion but
he will drink no liquor eat no foodod
transact no business and frequentfrequez no
haunt or thoroughfare where the latter is
permitted to come

these observations have marked illus-
tration in the close lines drawn in the
daily haunts of th two classes the
actors chiefly retire behind the inviolable
protection of their clubs like the gar-
rick the green room savage arundel
lyric and beefsteak clubs and their
cozy suburban homes of which they are
inordinately fond and proud should
they occasionally stroll from one city
resort to another they would be found
at noted places like the wellington
Darms tatters and perhaps romanos
gattis known in local parlance as la
gorgonzola but would retire perman-
ently from I1thele profession before they
would be seen at miss barnes a former
barmaid of the criterion bar or at the
gaiety bar which is christened pros
sers avenue

so for many years indeed for a
greater part of the present century
these ostracisedostracized music hall performers
have gradually merged their business
and social interests in one large and in-
terestingte resort known by theatrical
people throughout the world as london
poverty junction no one knows how
long it has been poverty junction
this it now is and will ever remain it
is outside the old city borouchborough and the
actors are glad of it 1IF you were
wandering in the strand and came to a
region along by walterlwaterloooo00 bridge ap-
proach of old bookstoresbook stores your haunt-
ing of these would lead you almost to
the bridge itself then the thames
and its picturesque scenes would bring
you upon the great structure and your
vagrant fancy playing about the sunny
lavender fields of surrey and the hop
fields of fruitful kent would lead you
southward to the surrey side of london
should it happen to be of a monday
morning about eleven you
would have scarcely passed the surrey
approach to the bridge when at the
corner of york and waterloo roads
each a great city streetstreet you will have
come upon as curious a scene and study
as may be found by travel in any land

in olden times this was a region 0of
resort for the ruddy farmers of surrey
and kent of yards where wagons carts
and drivers belongings of the farm were
picturesquely bestowed before during
or after covent garden market hours
of rouroughh shops which dealt in goods to
the iilikingfi ng otof the yeomanry and of
quaint old inns and public houses
where all the long day and throughout
thehe night were the bustle and clatter of
incoming and departing coaches and
where still lingers a perennial flavor of
brave drinking hearty eating and rough
but good cheer

but one of these ancient inns remains
this is the york tavern while prim
new public houses have crowded coseclose
seeking to lessen its prestige and divert
its patronagepatronae it is still as of old the
center of alallI1 the busy scene at both
sides of each intersecting street and
reaching fforor more than a square away
are single and double rows of hansomsransomshan
dog carts and broughamsbrough ams many of the
latter have liveried coachmen and foot-
men they are the equipagesequi pages of rich

az

music hall managers jeweledbejeweledbebej andfoxy
theatrical agents who control the

booking of alall music hall and variety
engagements and of those favorites
among performers like cherwin leno
godfrey olburncolburn beauchamp cheva-
lier bessie bonehill and jenny hill
whose specialties and popularity com-
mand earnings of from 40 to per
week

between these and the street facades
and quite often extending into the
middle of york and waterloo roads
will be gathered on any pleasant mon-
day morning from 1000 to music
hall and variety prospersprosserspr A special
detail of police isis always required to
keep passage ways open to other pedes-
trians of all this strange medley of
folk perhaps not more than one half will
belong inin london among the remain-
der will be fauni every manner of
variety performer and eccentric specia-
list from every land beneath the sun

hundreds of variety performers goodoo00
and bad from america are here 60cow-
boy

w
and pugilistic actors are here

provincial talent down at the heels but
clipper chery aandnd hopeful is here
seeking engagement the strong man
of patagonia meanders past you arm
inin arm with the boneless contortionist
hindmo jugglers are engaged in raillery
with theane gentle eskimo dwarf who
recently sadly hoodooedhoodooed the american
religious world algerian egyptian and
persian snake charmers sword swallow
ers fire eaters and barefoot glass
breakers consort with cuban machete
throwersthrowers wild western female dead
shots devon record breaking jumpers
greek wrestlerswrest lers and american genuine
ricenegrogro inminstrelsinsfrels the renowned signo
rnnana SPI t ace Sp aghetta siren to the
ititalianalian court the climax the
nell Nel lwoods delicious delineators
of ducal dialogues the slug brothers
the salacious sisters the king knock

the miles shanki queen
of aspiring heels are all here along
with aallI1I1 the human cariouswa rious I1

of superlatively freaks who
scale the dizzy heights of fame in the
bewildering borderland of the vast
amusement world

all those of the motley throng having
real business at this weekly poverty
junction assemblage are here for the
purpose of either securing new engage-
ments or for paying the dramatic
agents their stipulated regular weekly
commissions on current engagements
thestheadi agents some forty inin number
occupy allall accessible ground apartments
or fully half a square on either angle of
each of the four corners of york and
waterloo roads no prosser dare
secure an engagement and no manager
dare engage a prosser without the
booking isis done by them they first
charge a large booking fee and sub

receive ten perpercentcent of every
performers contract money which isis
sent weekly by mail or paid in person
every monday morning they are held
inin deadly hatred and treated with piti-
able servility by all music hall folk
london provincial and all foreign
music hall and variety managers come
here in person to secure their ever
varying attractions A halo of awe
surrounds them as they pass from one
agency to another but billinbillingsgategate por-
ters could not equal the liverslivelyy remarks
upon their persons and character that
mingle with sturdy calls for bitter
and four ale the moment they have
disappeared from view

secondarily those here on necessary
business take kindly to this form ofpoverty junction weekly reunion or
symposium they are thus enabled toexchange gossip and greetings coster
oaths and choice billingsgate and tokeep informed as to the movements ofrivals and city provincial or foreign
managers all the others comcomprisePrise a
great horde of unemployed
who in poverty junction vernacular
are here to wait for captains 11 that isdrink and manner of pickings a vasteraaster
horde of budding prospersprosserspr endeari-
ngly called tommy rots and a stillgreatergreater and more pitiable number offbroken down and utterly helpless oldtime favorites who and blessed be thetender humanity of the prosser atlarge here secure in almsevery penny on earth that keeps them
from the workhouse or a paupershauperspaupers grave

the business and social conversationaof a poverty junction symposium is themost graceless that everever fell fronfrom thetongues of mortal dpnmen and wowomenmenthe latter are here inin equal numberscumbewith the men both drink on equalfooting at the york taverns firstsecond and third class compartments
all are relieved by their lurid denunciode nunciaeions of star favorites managers andagents they are a kindly hearted lot
but their languagelanguagl is simply untenableuntellablethis of companion prossersprosperspr leaving
an agents office is as chaste as lilies bybvycomparison

ah cull hive made a shop1 con-
tract inin the country an four turns
ninightlyht ly engagements at different musichalhaffT tto0 open bank holidaysoli days dawdsbawds

truth cull the bleedenbleedin keaffer aneoWshim in demand erareeee woul dent a give
me th shops gon tto0 th country furony fifteen quid sovereigns get thetown fur seven a turn hi cud aadmore but watsvats th bloody use a
wonon ceremonies

he probably was to receive fivepounds per week for his provinprovincialcwengagement and perhaps eight pounds I1
altogether for his london turnswy sidnyediandidn ye get yer wife on for asmall part sympathetically inquires
his companion

wats the b use th cowcowainsaintgot no bloomin grammarbammar inin J er
with a gor alibli me ollol chap wellave a wet and a look sharp berelscere

to the waiter they drown their profprofessessiiinal fridepride in york tavern four aleale when
the luckyuc k prosser isis off with all haste tothe registry office to get his prepreciousciouscontract stamped lest the bloorbloominninhagent tries to throw limim down

the symposium is at its height ofconfusion and cheeriness bby one
but an hour later save lorfor thebrave managers and foxy agents stilllingering over their wine iinn the rooms

of the york tavern and a half score ofthe godforsakengod forsaken riffraff lingering for apossible hapenny from some belated
reveler allaalthe0 the region roundabout thislondon poverty junction is as silent asa shadowy hawthorn spangled english
land EDGAR L

in the twelfthtwelltb ward this city
april awilliam6 william Ir arington cahoon airedaged about79 years

in this eitycity april 5 louella wan
nita daughter 0off L J and R EL newson aged
7 years 10 months and 7 days

GWYNNE at bountiful april 3rdard lm1098 otofconsumption mary idsida gwynne born paz
1872 in wales


