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THE CRUSADE—WHAT DO
THEY WANT?

For a period of fifteen years the
people of this Territory lived in the
practice of plurality of wives, lived
unmolested upon that point. They
married and were given in mar-
riage, and no man said, what do
ye? They practiced their religion
in conjugal matters, under the
guarantees of the constitution
and constitutional laws, and were
in nowise hindered therein. Their
enemies, however, were by no
means satisfied with the peace-

cute for polygamy. When Grant
went in tupfha W hlyl.e House in 1869,

the presidential animus appears to
have changed and a determination
to have sprung up in the breast of
the Executive to push matters
against the “Mormons.” In 1870
R‘.;ev. Dr. Newman came here and
ran a discussional tilt with Elder

polygamy and the ‘Bible, tke Dr,
aceording to the general verdict,
coming off second best.

The same year a new set of U.S.
officials were sent here, and they
tried to do something wonderful.
Most of them seemed to come here
with the idea, firmly fixed, that
the “Mormons” were an oulrage-
ous people, bad in almost every
respect, and that the principal
duty of the U. 8. appointees was to

repress the spirits and tendencies |8

Orson Pratt upon the subject of)

these figures for the purpese of our
argument. Therefore let us assume
for- the time being and for the
purpose in hand that there are a
theusand men in Utah with more
than one wife each. Let usfur-
ther average them as having three
wives each, and each wife as hav-
ing three children. That will give
us agrand total of 1,000
women, and 9,000 children in the
polygamic order of family union.
We do net say these figures are ex-
actly correct, we merely assuiue
them for the sake of argumeunt,
The actual numerical facts might
vary above or below them, but that
matters little to our argument.
Here then are a thousanud men to
be tried for marriage, averaging 333
| in each district court. I'be wowmen
and children of course will be let
0. Of course all would be convie-

’neau, and corruption of character,

men, 3,000}

| tory have suflered much and hence

just and practically unrighteous
from inherent viciousness, wicked,

or from the warping of his mind and
the consequent one-sided ness of his
actions by ' powerful prejudices
which ought to be carefully and
rigidiy excluded from his thougbts
and prevented frem influencing his

acts, - In either of these cases with.
men of authority, the virtual eflect
is the rule of wickedness, and the
people thereby ‘have’' c¢ause to
mourn, The people of this Terri-

—

had much reason to complain be
cause of the evil effects of injustice
occa~ioned by both theer wicked-
ness and injustice from' prejudice

|in those who have been sent here
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At the Semi-Annual Conference of
the Church. of Jesus: Christ of
'Latter-dey Saint, in thé New’
 Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Tues-
day Morning, October 6lhy 1874,

'REPORTED BY. DAVID W. EVANS. |
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['HE present occasion, a semi-annusl con>
fercnce, is ote which, in the history thet
we are making, is marked with more than
ordinary impertanee. [always feel thank-
ful to be perwitted to mect the faces aud
greet the countenances  of the brethrem:
and sisters from the different p&l':f.l_uf the:
Territory and eleéwhere who assemble at

and endowed with more or less au-
the ““relic”’ through, and theretore |thoiity, and especially some of
all the thousand must pay five|those wielding the judicial power,
hundred dollars each and go to the | where uprighinessand impartiality
peuniteutiary for five yearsor Jess. | ought to be signally manifest.

['he marshal and the warden would UKQH the one-sidedness apparent
have to increase the accommo- |in theinaugural charge to the pres-
dations of that building wmateri- |ent grand jury !n this district, we
ally. The cust of keeping  these | have already animadverted at'some
1000 prisoners would be not Jess length. The special .charge to the
than fifty cents each or $500 per|same body the other day, concern-
day. ' The expenses of the urial |ing mattar republished from a west-
could bardly be less than $100|ern paper by the ZHerald of this
each, or $100,000 in all, The loss|city, we consider open also tu se-
ot the labor of these men Lo the Ter- | rious objections. Of the merits of
ritory, at two dollars each, would | the case as between bis honor and
be $2,000 per day, or say $500 each | the Herald, we have nothing -to
or $500,000 for the whole per yeat, |=ay, his honor baving taken #e
making,for an average of lour yeurs | matter into court and put il into
each man, $2,000,000.  That iy a | the hands of the jury, with instruc-
| heap of means to be thrown away |tions for their positive action there-
in one lerritory upon that “‘reli¢’ |upen, one way or the other.. But
plank. " Theu during all these four |upon the fact of his honor haviug
years, and the time occupied in|[done this, and upon some other

of the people and prosecute them ted, if the determiuation iste put

in every way that could well be
taken. In that year came our
present Chief Juslice, apparently
not to act the ordinary impartial
and unim ioned 10le or a chiel
ustice,but to be a sort of missionary
],udgu whese great particular busi-
ness was to break up polygamy
and polygamic theoeracy, which
he understood to be the strength of
the ‘““Mermonic® fabrie, religiously,
iitically and socially, This re-
igie-politico-judicial champion of
the ““relic” plank of the Republican
platform,on his arrival here,set him-
self vigorously to work. He opened
ecourt, empanelled juries, and com.
menced to try cases, But, though
he worked epergetically, he worked
not wisely nor too well, He Cre-
ated considerable excitement and
was evidently about to do big
things, wonderful things, in which

these eonferences; and 1 feel it {m;,pf’t_;‘gt-
that, in doing 80, we should ‘lay as de the'
ordinary business transactions of life, and!
try and compare noles with oursglves as:
Lo our umlwl- ress in the things of the
e
f th

able condition of things, and
consequently they worried the
administration at Washington,
after having deluded it with slander
concerning the people here, until
the Buchanan expedition was sent
out, which, however, proved a
complete failure, so far as fulfilling
the expectations of those who were
instrumental in having it sent was
concerned. The sending of this
army, however, and the immedi-
ately sequent events did not ex-
pressly interfere with the domestic
relations of the people.

In 1860 the Republican platform
contained a plank embodying a
pledge virtually te abolish the
“¢win relics,” slavery and poly-

kingdom. uve . received, . the first
‘principles. o " gm}[ﬁ;, and we baye:
started in thelf observance; anc in doing
s0 we have ™cowne o ted by our per-
sonal agreemenls, and covenants in the
waters of baptism, and in the ordinances
which periain to the gespel, to live in ae-
cordance with those prineciples which are-
revealed. In pursuing our dally avoca~-
tions we become mixed up, more or less,.
with the worid; we are’ called to battle
| with the world, and we have exhibitions

from time to time of the weaknesses of hu-
man nature. I remember very well in the
days of Kirtland, heuring mnen testify that.
'thn’{;kuﬂ Lhis was the work of God, and |
that they had seen visluns of the armies . -
of heaven,and the horsemen thereos, as
did Gehuzl, the servant of the Prophet,
-and then, in conreq

aehee of the failoré of

a bank, or because some business transac-
tion did not come ontin aceondance with -
their expectations or derires, they would

gamy. This formulation put the |the ‘‘Mormon” system and people | ying the thousand, auother thou- | things “’L“““ lhﬂ has not done, 80 | .00 41176 aud comae to the epuclusion that, %
question In a position from which | were to be perfectly used up as Ezgry;:;uﬁvl: aﬁrmﬂg rilp Lﬂli:' ;l}'ﬂﬂ: :rzr d*;"ﬁ earped, we.may say | tn.y nere;ﬂkﬁewﬁﬁxﬁhing_nbpmm and

1 ' preparing Lo : hecome in : shows the weaknes
a direct issue might be expected. |8 religious Yo DUL SUpee His honor’s action in this case|to 'Iﬂllit'h gome izdividaals bave been nﬂf ;

Court decisions came like.a wet
blanket and dampened things con-
siderably, and the effect was that
the dead letter state prevailed once
more. Nor did the Judge betray
any anxiety to push things again
until the Poland bill was passed.
Now that is in operation he seems
te have recovered something of his
old vigor and determination to do
something, in which he is backed
by other U. 8. offlcers and that
nondeseript conglomeration of en-
tities, popularly yclept the “‘ring,”
and the ¢ciusade seems to have com-
menced afresi.

New what do these virtuous cru-
saders want to do? What condition
of things do they think they are|P°

fined apd put iu the peuitentiary. |
These thousaund men would be | induees the propositivnal reflection

the most euteiprising aud the best | that it is the duty of a judge to
men in the cowunity, lor nobody | take cognizance of what, unsup-
but enterprising and good, deserv- | ported, may be considered libelous
ing meu would be very likely to | matter in newspapers or other cur
be williug Lo take care of and do|rent publications, and refer it to
the haudsome to s0 many wives |the gmand jury for their considera-
aud their children. Think how the | tion and action. |
forcible abstraction of 80 many or| LIf this proposition be conceded,
the principal men of the commmu- | which, eonsidering his honor’s
nity would break up and destroy | action, we must take for granted,
the business of the community, aud | Lhese consequent questions ‘arise—
induce puverty umoung the remaiu-| 1. Is it his duty to choose one
fuyg part of the population. Then |instance of this Kind for such ref
how are the three thousawvd hus-|erence, and Jeave others, geuerally
bandless women and the nine thou- | eonsidéred of a far wmore flagrunt
sand fatherless chiidren to be sup-|character, unpoticed?
ried? They could not be left to| 2. Isitanevidence of impartiality
for that single instance s0 noticed

This plank and the election of Lin-
coln upon the platform of which it

formed & part,s0 a vated the
Southern States that the civil war
ensued, resulting in the humbling
of the South, and the extinction ot
slavery.

From that time certain of the
more rigid of the Republican party
have considered that its work was
only half done so long as one of the
“relics” was extant, and conse-
quently have lost noopportunity of
advocating itsextinction, and other
characters, anxifous chiefly for the
spoils, have joined lustily in the
ery. 8o far, however, they have
only learned how not to do it.

ject. I also remember, in the great apos
acy whieh took place in Kirtiand, that
those who apestatized considered that all
the talent of the Charch had left it,ana yet
the work rulled right sloug, and, so 1ar as
they were concerned, they Were neyer
missed, and were soou forgotten, and no-
body could tell where they wentio.” T
have occasionally met theéin twenly or
thirty years afterwurds, and conld hardly - <
tell where they dropped out, their disap- .
ance wade no ripple. The facts are, .
brethren, that the work of the Lord does .
not depend upon us. If we go into dark--'
ness,if we lot our hearts be ti with cov- =
«tuusness or ‘corruption, or give way to
licentiousness, - drunkenness, Sabibath-
nreaking, unheliefl or any crime Vhat cor--
rodes our syslem or organization, so that. .
our tabcinacles becowe untit for the Holy:
Spirit to dwell in it will withdraw from us,.

|

|

eBs of ress likely to bring about? It must be|>tarve. Christendom would cry | e and the light that is in us becomes dark-
E:Emrybe: ﬁmt-glt bod(;ﬂnt;gave’b;:l: m;ei for gmgted that they mean t.:r shame on that. They couid|to be one in which he himself is | ned, and that ‘darkness 1s 80 great ‘that
pestered and besieged by self-ap- [anmihilate that “twin relic.” They hardly support themselves iu|immediately and individually con- E?:.h E?E:«.t“ a m?::. dm:n u: h:-:m&ér-_

manner. | cerned, when the believed to be

auny Kind of a deceunt _ _
4 more {]la.gmut. instafhces unnoticed

I'be property of the husdoauds ed
and fathers would be all torn (o |are instances wherein fully as pro-
pieces and sold o pay the $500 fine, | minent members of the communi-
[hen what must the wowmen aud |ty are concerned? WA
children do, or what must be doue| 3. Isitanevidenceof impartiality
with thew? when a journal not in the interest:
Women will bear much, but they | of the party with which his honor is
will cry about it when it wears |understood to be strongly affiliated
heavily upon them, Children will}is pitched upon for this ostenta-
ery too, [here, then, the courts|tious judicial notice, and the other
would have around them 3,000 |and geunerally believed to be far
crying women and 9,000 cryiug | worse unnoiiced Jusiances are con-
childien, and what would tie|nected with a journal which is
courts say to all that? They woula | held to be the organ of the party
soon get tired of hearing that|with which his bonor is generally

music. But this is the condition of | believed to be strognly affiliated,
are left. wholly unnoticed by him

seem to be beginning by indicting
for lascivious cobabitation. But
no impartial jury anywhere could
for a moment entertain the idea
that plural marriage was lascivious
cohabitation. However, on what-
ever ch they may iudict we
must conclude that their aim is the
punishment and prevention of
pollygamy, for that was the declar-
ed inteut of the law of 1862, Now
it is & vast deal easier to punish
than it is to prevent, although pre-
vention is tter than cure, 11 it
can be done. But when you have
unished one man for doing what

e believes to be right, it will by no | mt
means follow thatanother man will | things which the courts and the

pointed lobbyists over this question
of disposing of the remaining
twin.

In 1862 a bill passed Congress to

unish and prevent the practice of

igamy and p«i?'qnmy in the Ter-
ritories of the United States, with
a fine of $500 and not exceeding
five years imprisonment, in case of
conviction, Previous to this there
was no law making pulj’gamiy an
offence, or in legal technicality a
crime, though it is not a crime of
itself, and 18 no crime at all, as that
word is generally understood, but
Is simply an offence before the law
because the law makes it so, just as
baptism might be made an offence

themselves 10 be led. by these blind men:

fall into the diteh with ihem, but the work

rolle right alemg, =~~~ S.ch
Now, we assemnble here, and we want to' ..

review our coaduet and our ¢haracters be-

fure the Lord. It is oue of the weaknesses:

of human nature to sit in judgmentomw '

others, but on the present occar~ion we:

should l_:-r.;in% our-eives to account, one' -

und all, and delermine whether we are liv- ..

ing iu accordance with the principles of the

hely gospel that we have recelved. Ire-

collect hearing once,thatl Satan bad invent-

ed for men s certuin kind of leather epoc-

tacles which, wheu a wan looked at his

own sins, made them look very small, and:

| whenhe looked at his owp righteous acte

made them look very hrﬁq’; when he looked

al his neighlor’s sins they seemed very .

jarge, and when he looked at his neigh~

|

|
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before the law by the enactment of | not go and do what he believes to|'‘ring” may reasonably expect long in a similar public m““m’ﬂ, 0! o [mr-" righteons acts they appeared very
; -y i : . s a8 * : ac 1. 8 tazl f this kind Id
a law forbidding it. be right, notwithstanding. So[betore the wiic” s abotished. | 4. In#hort, can hisbohor'sactlor | -mall Spectacies of this ikind should be

in this conne¢tion bé reasonably

How de they like the picture? Are
A~ P f impar:

where will be the prevention, for
: they ready to face the musie in this | considered. an evidence ©

This law of 1862, as we under-
in matters of conscience, men and

: : ] L |
stand, became a law without the when we are examiniog ourselves Lthat we .

do not get them on, as well as when we

signature of President Lincoln,and | women, and particularly religious | faslion? tiality? . - mant s examive our pelghboys.

he pever troubled himself about|men and women, are the most per- In reference to this Jast question, | “py fret step then in relation tothe bus-

putting it intn execution. Indeed | verse beings on the earth? PIE T q we consider his- honor’s aclion 10 | jness of this Conference is to preach the
recommended th&r be extremely and conspicuously |principles of repentance and reformation.

one of the best traits in the official
character of President Lincoln was

The Judge

punishment of a few of the leaders QFFIOLAL, iH_PfBTIALIfY_.

partial and consequently unjust. . | We shonld questiun curselves and detex:

: r has i mine wucther we have suflered ourselyes,
that he never, we believe, made |of the Church, and the letting of | «whep the righteous are inau- The {ir?;l*yggh - ;P;r?:igi: o g e et :ﬁ o] '
any atteropt, or showed any dispo- | the rest of the people go ut| .\ ority. the people rejoice: ‘but mmml i and thev may §ness of tiches, Lhe desire of n, er from
sition, while in office, to persecute | will punishing balf a dozen poly- | s : sonally concerned, y Y 1 any other cause, t become darkened in

when the wicked beareth rule, the | indict or(may mnot; and if theyl o oinde. Théfe are many false splrits
should indict the Herald or his|gone out into the world, &nd when Joseph
honor, the petit jury may. conviet | Swith communicated thé keys of ‘the

or may not. But if it 'was neces- | priesthood to the servants of tbe Lord, he
sary for -his houor to briug before | xave them the power lo iry these rpirite;
the Gmlllrt. a journal,not in bis partiﬁ ':::fl I‘;';‘Lﬁ':;;‘; ﬁsﬂ;‘ﬂﬁ%ﬁ"h“ﬁ:‘é 1
a strong- | 11 such a L"ﬂﬂﬂplﬂ}lﬂllﬂ I'I]H[I.[IEI' L’ rs himself to lose the Hol irit
able, or capable of carrying 8 | regard to possible: Jibelin which he | Siici is the resait of sin: wiCEedacss.

er and wider infloence and ofdo-| W coir e concerned, is it Dot far|yeslect or transgression.
ing more good than in those who | more imperative upon him tobring | 1In :dditir.;n 1:{:0 titia general reformation "~ -
; - : un to | which we wis ress 1 !
are placed in distinguished posi ;};ﬂh:i:ﬁu“?nuf wrltla.t lif ﬁ;ﬂrlﬁtn:ju r': - ninbet e ity Eiueru lp?mthlm miods
tions of authority and power over PR uallpa*u{ spicuous manner, | /I the Conference, we want fo take .suc
their fellowmen. Again, in no men | whﬁn?tl 13 g{a u:ral Iy hé]iiﬁ ed that !_-:tehr “—1?“1 “H‘;"’-‘g‘ﬁ ;fsmpu‘rl.‘tnl,::i;pi;
does righteous ehineasa bright- | o), , organ of that Pﬂﬂfﬁ has been :ﬁrh‘;avfet?lm:ﬁcg in the world uh‘éw
er jewel, or is it of more ccnse-|guilty of libels of tlle_gmamt gmd us how uncertain a tenure nyr‘ huglpeu;
guence, than in those who cecupy 'E'ilesr si:ihl&- q?lmmt;]t?; E?}%a::::-g arrangements are placed upon.’ “From the
the judgment seat over their fel-|30M® D the most p
lowmen, for such characters have

gamists deter the multitude, who
may be equally conscientious,
from still abiding by the dictates
of their censciences? Not very
likely, and therefore the ‘relic”
will flourish practically as much as
ever. Besides, will not prosecuting
a few of the leaders be regarded by
the bulk of tho Church as persecn-
tion? Of course it will. In fact,
this arrnignment of the “Mormon”
people for their plural marriages.is |
now generally regarded as more in
the light of malignant persecutien
than of honest prosecution.

It may be said then that the
whole of the people who are poly-
gamists must be prosecuted. Very
well. Let us see how such whole-

or annoy the people of this Terri-
tory in any way, and we have
heard that he expressed himself as
having no 1ntention to doany such
thing, For which he is worthy of
honor.

The law of 1882 is said now by
Republicans to be only a dead let-
ter, notwithstanding all that has
been sald in favor of il, and all
that bas been done to put it into
execution. For although during
the presidency of Lincoln and that
of Johnson nothing particular was
Jdone to enforce it, yet most sessions
of Congress of Iu.t:jaars the subject |
has been agitat and in some
years strenuous efforts have been
made to have a more oppressive

people mourn.”
The righteous are those who do

| that which is just and right, and in
no men is righteousness more desir- |

1 tithe that the revelation was given 1 %te
Saints, commanding them 1o let the Yean-

most highly and most widely res- ty of their garments be the Workimui. s p:

ected members of the community?

law enacted than that of 1862.

sale prosecution would work. Itis

All there eéfforts failed until last

said that there are not less than

the power to make what should be

f his hopor does not do this, can

of their own hands to tbe present thne,
thet doctrine has been preached, and yet,



