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ganic Act of the Territory vested in
the governor the absolute and unquali-
fied auihority to veto every act of the
legilature by whatever msjority en-
acted, and frum that veto there was no
appeal. The will of the people even
unanimously expressed could be
thwarted 1y the actof & single officer
and he gencrally onenct n citizen of
the Territory.

““Remarkable us this coundition of
offuirs may now appear to those who
have beep acoustomed to regard a pub-
llg officer as & mere servant of the

ople, this provisivn of the law {s in
F:rce today, and the governor of Utah
may now, &8 ulways, defeat any mes-
sure enacted by the people’s representa-
tives nferely by interposing his object-
tion, more dangerous perhaps in its
possibilittes thun its exercise down to
this time. The power is manifest]y
ope which is wholly inconsistent with
the m: at cherished principles of a free
government, and there is not wanting
fnptances of ite exercise which flagrant-
iy iltustrate its pernicioue character.
Without refiecting upon anyone who
haa telt it his duty to use this lnstru-
ment, your commilttee calls attention
to the following caee in which the re-
gponeibility hae been taken: In 1886,
the governor refused o sigts the gen-
eral appropriation bill, whereby for
two years the whole machinery ot the
Territory was required to be operated on
credit.

“The act greatlng the Utab cc mmis-
slon contemplated the dissolution f
that body upon the passage by the
leglslutive hody of proper election laws,
but notwithstandiog the pussage of
such laws the governor bas, upon more
tban one occasion, prevented their
going into effect, and has thus con-
tinaed the existence of the commission.
The last legislature of this Territory
sent its memorials to Congress for re-
lief against the eifect of the governor®
veto of a bill making an appropriation
for the represenfation of Utah at the
World’s Fair; of an election luw and
others which had been passed by the
representatives of the people. There
are hut instances, and not & catalogue
of the governor’s vetoes.

RELATING 'T0 THE UTAH CUMMISSION,

“The Utah commission, & body of
five men, appointed by the President
and cowfirmed by the Senate, was
created by the ninth section of theact
of March 22, 1882, to act &s an elegtion
board, and the object of its creatiun
was the enforcement of the laws ex-
cluding the polygamists from the ex-
ercise of the elective franchise. Iits
ower is to appoint registrars aud
fudges of election and canvassers of

returne. It is a board of nDon-
residents to control the machin-
ery of looal elections. It is

apignificant fact that there has never
been & conviction of 4 Mormen for a
Yiplution of the laws which this body
is supposed to enforce since the ap-
pointment of thig board to March .1,
1802. The government huas paid ino
Balariea to its niembers $241,063.91, and
for contingept ¢xpenses of the board
$105,184.82, and for compensation and
expenses of officers of elections $183,.
442.14, a fotal of $539,670.86.
THE STATUTES ACCOMPLISHED THEIR
PURPOSE,

“The justiflcation of the statutes
which have been applied to Utah hae
been the polygamous practices and the

olitical influence of the Mormon

hurch. The statutes have accom-
plished their purposes and there is no
longer & “reason for the continuance
of the existing system of government,?*’

The chairman here gquotes from sec-
tion 12 of the constitution adopled io
1877, declaring polygamy to be a mis-
demeanor, and continues as followes:

ABOLITION OF POLYGAMY.

‘“To this constitution and admiesion
under it the objection was urged that
the declarations of the Mormons con-
cerning palygamy might not be sio-
cere, and if they were not, the provi
pion making the section irrevokable
would be of o XV&il to prevent a return
tothe practice. TheMormon peoplehave
always insisted that eversince the adop-
tion of that conetitution polygamy has
not only been practical, but that it hae
been ditcountenanced by the Chureh,
and, in fact, only one conviclion of a
Mormon haes taken place since that
time. The authority of the Church
promptly disclaimed responsibility for
violation of the law.”’

He next quotes at length from the
statement made by Mr. F. 8. Rlghards
before the Benate territorial commit-
tee on ube 13th of February regarding
the fruits of the labors of that conven-
tion, and bhe follows this with a brief
guotation from the last report of the
Governor of Utah, who, referring to
the mattifestio of President Woodruft,
&AYH:

‘I have no douht that, as they have
been led to believe it was put fortb by
divioe sanction, it will be received by
the memhers of the Mormon Church
a8 an authoritative rule of couduct,
and that in effect the practice of poly-
gamy i8 formaily renounced by the
people.”? :

Commenting upon this, Chairman
Washington says:

“In the face of such evidence ar
this, and fromn all claspes of Gentiles
and Mormouns, both official ard un-
«ffietul, there can be no longer a ques-
tion as to the status of polygamy in
the Territory. That inpsetitution has
been abolished forever, and the laws
relating to it are me strictly obeyed in
Utah as in any other Territory orany
State.in the U)nlon.

ANOTHER OBJEC1ION REMOVED.

“The srecond and most serious objec-
tion, so far as the government of the
Territory was involved, was that the
charch assumed to control not oniy
the religious, but 1he political action
of the people of Ulah, and that for
the purpose of political coulrol it or-
ganized and mapaged a political party,
composed in the main, if not entirely,
of itz people. This—the People’s par-
ty—was by all persons not belongicg
to it at least regarded as the party of
tbe Mormon Church, though it was al-
ways asserted by the party and church
that there was co connection between
the two. It was admitted that the
People’s party was a party of the Mor-
mon people, organized to protect that
people agrinst the aggressione of the
non-Mormons, organized into the Lib
eral party, but it was ineisted that the
church, as a church, had no Kuthority
over it, that its priests did not dictate
to the party.

THE MERITS OF, THE OONTROVERSY,

occasioned hy the existence of the
People’s party, are not materinl to the

subject now under consideration, for
that party ceased to exist nearly a year
ago. Polygamy having been abolished,
and the People’s party baviog been
dissolved, a large number of the lead-
ing Democrats and, Republicana who
had been associated in the Liberal
party abandoned the organization and
bave since acted with the parties to
which ™ they respectively. belonged.
The governor says, In his report for
1891, as to the diviston of the people of
Utah upen the ueual party lines:

“It was to be expeoted that the de-
termired policy of the general gov-
ernment in puuishing the practice of
poly¥gamy, 8nd in withdrawing from
the people political privilegee ususally
enjoyed by the people of other Terri-
tories, with the influence of our civil-
ization, would gradually force the peo-
ple to make a change; and that wheg-
ever the change ebould come it
would lead to the organization
of political parties. There is no
doubt the mass of the Mormon peonle
have been silently hoping for such a
change for many yeare, and have been
waiting for the opportanity to step out
from under the shadow which has so
long darkened their homes. Thatthey
bave remained passive so lopg is &
testimony to the force of the influence
which religioue belief has upon the
minde and actions of men. I beljeve
the maee of people have gone into the
party movement in perfect sympathy,
and that it is their present determiua-
tiop not to retract their steps.’ ?*

Mr. Washington then saye:

THE MORMONS DIVIDED POLITIOALLY.

“The Mormon people have divided -
upon politieal istues, many of them ge-
ing into each of the partles And many
prominent members of the Liberal
party have likewise returned to their
original allegiance, the jast election in
the Territory having heen conducted
along the lines which divide the Demo-
cratic and Republican pariies, though
the Liberal party maintained its organ-
ization avd bad 8 ticket befove the
people. The ground upon which thls
organizatlion was and is maintained 1s
a doubt as to the good faith of the pec-
ple relative to polygamy and the disso-
lutiofi of the People’s party, hoth of
which matters seem to be too well
pettled to justify any doubt whalso-
aver.

PURPUSE OF THE BILL.

‘““Phe purpose gf the bill is a simple
one. It iatogive toa large part of the
American people 2 limited power of
self-government. Under it the Con-
gress will retaln all ite existing autkor-
ity over Utalh. I[tdoes not geek to vest
absolate power in the people, but mere-
ly to offord them an opportunity to
demonstrate their sincerity and their
capacity to ma age their looal aftairs.
Congress may at any time alter or arn-
nul any act of the Texritoiial authori-
ties. The bill in no wise affects the
statutes against polygamy. These re-
main in full foree, and the duty of their
enforcement is left where it Dow reats,
save that the Territory is made a8 Unit-
ed Btates judiclal distriet, with a dis-
trict court, the ‘udge of which ls to be
appointed by the President and con-
firmed by theSenate. The jurisdiction
pt this court is prescribed by the
twenty-first section of the hill, It may
be seen that the federal government
will retain ite present jurisdiction over
offenses agaloat thepe laws.



