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ganic act of the territory vested in
the governor the absolute and unquali-
fied authority to veto every act of the
legislature by whatever majority en
acted and from that veto there was no
appeal the will of the people even
unanimously expressed could be
thwarted I1 y the act of a single officer
and he generally one not a citizen of
the territory

remarkable as this condition of
may now appear to those who

have beawbeen accustomed to regard a pub-
lic officer as a mere servant of the
people this proviprovisionslun of the law is in
force today and the governor of utah
may now as aalways defeat any mea-
sure enacted by the peoples representa-
tives merely by interposing his object
tionHOD more dangerous perhaps in its
possibilities than its exercise down to
thisels time the power is manifestly
one which is wholly inconsistent with
the mimc att cherished principles of a free
government and there is not wanting

of its exercise which flagrant
ly illustrate its pernicious character
withoutwithout reflecting upon anyone who
has felt it his duty to use this instru-
ment your committee calls attention
to the following case in which the re

has been taken in 1886
thehe governor refused to sigu the gen-

eral appropriation bill whereby for
Ltwowo years the whole machinery of the
territoryerrit ory was required to bobe operated on
credit

the act creating ththee utah occc amis
lonion contemplated the dissolution t f

that body upon the passage by the
legislative body of proper electelectionon ialawsws
but notwithstanding the passage of
such laws the governor bapban upon more
than one occasion prevented their
going into effect and has thus con-
tinued the existence of the commiecommissionsion
the last legislature of this territory
sent its memorials to congress for re-
lief against the effect of the govergovernorsnoris
veto of a bill making an appropriation
for the representation of utah at the
worlds flairfair of an election law and
others which had been passed by the
representatives of the people these
are but instances and not a catalogue
of the governorsgovernor vetoes
RELATING TO THE UTAH commission

the utah commission a body of
five menmed appointed bybi the president
and confirmedCOLcot firmed by the senate was
created by the ninth section of the act
of march 22 1882 to act as an election
board and the object of its creation
was the enforcement of the laws ex-
cludingcl the polygamists from the ex-
ercise of the elective franchise its
power is to appoint registrars and
judges of election and canvassers of
returns it is a board of non
residents to control the machin-
ery of local elections it is
a significant fadfact that therechore has never
been a conviction of a mormon for a
violation of the lawslawa which this body
Is supposed to enforce since the ap-
pointment of this board to march I1 1

1892 the government has paid iin
salaries to its members and
for contincontingentgerit expenses of the board

and for compensation and
expenses of officers of elections

a total of
VOETHE STATUTES accomplished THEIR

PURPOSE
the justification of the statutes

havehae been applied to utah kohas
been affie polygamous practicetides and theme

political influence of the mormon
church the statutesatuteset have accom-
plished their purposes and there is no
longer a reason for the continuance
of the existing system of government pa

the chairman here quotes from sec-
tion 12 of the constitution adopted ioin
1877 declaring polygamy to be a mis-
demeanor and continues as folfollowlowe

ABOLITION OF POLYGAMY

to this constitution and admission
under it the objection was urged that
the declarations of the mormonscormons con-
cerning polygamy might not be sin-
cere and if they were not the provi
sion making the section ir
would be of avail to prevent a return
to the people have
always insisted that ever since the adop-
tion of that constitution polygamy hasham
not only been practical but that it has
been by the church
and in fact only one conviction of a
mormon has taken place since that
time the authority of the church
promptly disclaimed responsibility for
violation of the law 1

he next quotesquote at length from the
statement made by mr F 8 richards
before the senate territorial commit-
tee on ube of february regarding
the fruits of the laborslabor of that conven-
tion and he follows this with a brief
quotation komfrom the last report of thegovernorvernor of utah who referring to
the mabimanifestofesto of president woodruff
bayl

1I have no doubt that as they have
been led to believe it was put forth by
divine sanction it will be received by
the members of the mormon church
as an authoritative rule of conduct
and that in effect the practice of poly-
gamy is formally renounced by the
people 22

or
commenting upon this chairman

washington says
in the face of such evidence as

this and from all classes of gentiles
and mormonscormonsMormons both official aid un-
i official there can be no longer a ques-
tion as to the status of polygamy in
the territory that institution has
been abolished forever and the laws
relating to it are as astricstrictlyaly obeyed in
utah as in any other territory or any

the union
ANOTHER REMOVED

the secordsecond and most serious objec-
tion so far as the government of the
territory was involved was that the
church assumed to control not only
the religious but the political action
of the people of utah and that for
the purpose of political control it or-
ganized and managed a political party
composed in the main if not entirely
of its people this the peopledPeoplePs pir-
ty was by all persons not belonging
to it at least regarded as the party of
the mormon church though it was al-
ways afterassertedted by the party and church
that there was no connection between

I1

the two it was admitted that the
peoples party was a party of the mor-
mon people organized to protect that
people against the aggressionsaggression of the
non mormonscormons organized into the lib
eral party but it was insisted that the
church as a church hadbad nolao authority
over it that its priests did not dictate
totb the party
THETAB MERITS otome

aneg by the of wethe
peopled dij were not matmaterialeffal to be

subject now under consideration for
that party ceased to exist nearly a year
ago polygamy having been abolished
and the peoplesPeoplelis party having been
dissolved a large number of the lead
ingilig democrats and republicans who
had been associated in the liberal
party abandoned the organization and
have since acted with the parties to
which they respectively belonged
the governor says in his report for
1891 as to the division of the people of
utah upon the usual papartyarty lines

it was to be expected that the de
termired policy of the general gov-
ernment in punishing the practice of
polygamy and inn withdrawing from
the people political privileges usually
enjoyed by the people of other territ-
oriestories with the ii fluence of our civil
ieatlon would gradually force the peo-
ple to make a change and that when-
ever the change should come it
would lead to the organization
of political parties there Is no
doubt the massman of the mormon people
have been silently hoping for such a
change for many year and have been
waiting for the opportunity to step out
from under the shadow which has so
long darkened their homes that they
have remained passive so long is a
testimony to the force of the influence
which religious belief has upon the
minds and actactionsionis of men I1 believe
the massman of people have gone into the
party movement in perfect sympathy
and that it is their present de
tion not to retract their steps

mr washington then sa iii

THE MORMONS DIVIDED politically
the mormon people have divided

upon political issues many of them go-
ing into escheach of thehe parties and many
prominent members of the liberal
party have likewise returned to their
original allegiance the last election in
the territory having been conducted
along the lines which divide the demo-
cratic and republican parties though
the liberal party maintained its organ-
ization and had a ticket before the
people the ground upon which this
organization was and is maintained is19
a doubt as to the good faith of the pec
pie relative to polygamy and the disso
futios of the peoplespeopled party both of
which matters seem to be too well
settled to justify any doubt whatso-
ever

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

thothe purpose af the bill isia a simple
one it Is to give to a large part of the
american people a limited power of
self government under it the con-
gress will retain all its existing author-
ity utah it does not seek to vistvi sac

absolute powerdower in the people but mere-
ly to afford them auan opportunity to
demonstratedemona their sincerity and their
capacity to ma age their local affairs
congress may at any time alter or an-
nul any act of the territorial authori-
ties the bill in no wise affects the
statutes against polygamy these re-
main in full foree and the duty of their
enforcement is left where it now rests
save that the territory is made a unit-
ed states judicial district with a dis-
trict court the judge of which is to be
appointed by the president and con-
firmed by the Senate the jurisdiction
of this court tois prescribed by the
twenty antrat sectionmotion of the bill it may
be seenmen that the federal government
will 10H present jurisdiction over
offoffensesse aptagainstno t ththeseon lawslaW


