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THE DESERET

WEEERKLY.

FOR HOME SEEKERS,

+'Go West, young man,** was Horace
Greeley?s cure for Lthe over-population
ot the East, Less than flly years
elapeed e'nce his famous advice wWas
glven, and boew lu Utab we have
renohed the eame plethora of human-
ity, at least 1p the urban centres, We
03w go Do further west to advanlage.
The advice must Dow be, “Spread out,
young man,”’ Ibpstead of the 20 x 80
teet of yard in front of the house you
rent with its inevitable sign **Keep oft
the grass,?? move out apd equat down
on Unecle S8am's domain, where the
haif d.zeo kinuergarten coples of your-
self and wile, may have 160 acres o!
eage brush u which to piaY hide apd
perk. I.et them witners apd take part
in the wondertul transiormation of toe
desert, It {8 ap object lesson that wil
glve breadth anu depth of coaraoter to
them. It wiil make mep apd women
of them, hepeath the clothes they may
happen te wear,

be Conéribulor did a eplendid thing
for ite yuuug resdsrsis thie direction,
Io the 1894 voume wili befound a
sympoeium Wwritten by all the presi-
vents of the Stakes of Ziub, settin.
forth the opportunities for acquiring
homern apd Iarms withip their respeo.
tive ecolesiastipal jurisuioctione., Burely
here 18 varlety of choice ebnough to
sult the most fastidious, Butl am not
certain thest the young people Whu
most need the informatloD are aware
of the publicstiuu of tuls syn.-
posium, &apu I am wirald cbut
apother ¢lase—the olerking, teaching
and day-laboriog traterpity, steeped s
they geuerally are ip the euuteutment
of vnauii salarive, aud eaay reptacon-
pensaled by the plessures ul city lite—
were pot then suffigiently aroused .
the future of! the tamiliea they ure
rearing to ocounpt this symposium any-
thiug else tban dry aud proay readloy
meant for the howeless aud destituie.
But many of this clape have bad =
healthiul awakening esince then. At
Jemst, 80 I Beeme by the number o1
questions whioh directly or indirectly
reavh me apnd oihers who veDlUreu
sbroad fn guest of lapnd.

We were nitracted to the extensive
country west of Blackfoot,Jdahu, where
we are Dow engaged buliding ocanals
any clear:ng sag.-brugb, some of us by
proiy, othereip grim, dusy, j lvpwer
reality, But before L proceed with this
descriptiou, which ie designed Lo be a
gen Ialreply to numerous eLquiries
ablch e beiore me, lel me urge the
nome-secker to read carefully the
Jetters by Siake presidepls which make
wp the Lonfridulur eymporium, Bime
othier puri msy suil you beiter. Atany
rate you wih be mure tully preparedg tv
judet 01 the merite of Lhje,

+The Buake river vuliey,” said an
old settier of Blackioot, ‘‘ie BX huc-
dred miles lopg aud in places two hun .
dred miles wide."

Wo looked ot the old map but thete
was Dot 1be [sintest suspicion that he
felt himeell dealing wilh inuocents
abroad.

wine river,” be oounlipued; *‘rlees
ip tt  Rocky mountsioe 1D the north-
wegiern part of Wyomlug snd fl,we
ip s soutb-westerly dlreciion, making a
vast hureeshoe bend whigu €cmes very
near to theUtah line,then moves porto-
ward sbd forms part of the Columbia,
UI'ne vetiey lleauts bown sides of this
wugnificent siresm ip varying widthe

from L0 to 200 mtles, Bkirtipg, as it
uoer, the Rocky Mountaine on the east
of the elate, prowmipent tribu-
taries flow 1ato it every few miles
uptl) it reagbes aboul Lbe latitude of
wegteru Utab, Ae these streams fur-
oish sbupnJyapt water for the slopes apu
toulbeast of the riverthey have bither-
tu attracted alf the eettlers,but now Lhe
western slopes, the iapy withip the
boracshee,is rapidly bsipg opened up.*?

It was this jand we bad come out tu
see, Leaving the hotel ip & oart, whioh
we deemed the most suitable convey-
apce ovel ap utibroken Bage-brush vai-
tey, Prot, Brimball and I started for
sn IpdeflDite tour of 1nepection west of
rhe river. We soud feacnel the bridge
aud Pror. B. remarked: *Thais is quiie
an irrigating stream.” It waeaniren
oridee bulit by private parties mauy
yesre ago, but is now owned by the
state. It copelele «f tine apapes vach
sbout 100 feet, aud the water wWoui.
perbaps average 10 feet 10 depth dur-
1ug low water; in high water twebnly
of thirLy feet. There is b9 other rive:
like it o the ipter-muuulaip regiuvo.
Bear river would vply serve as an ibn-
significapt tributary., It ocarries se
mugh waler as ail the sireams of Uhah
put together. It ls about ae Jurg:
as the Objo or the Miseourl, aes I
remember thoee ptienms.

Y en,? | repiied, ‘4t is 8 ver¥ liberal
irrigativn etream. It every lool io the
vailey could be brought under cultiva-
tion there would etill be water enough
left in the river to swim a horee, |
na¥e been wondeling how the river
weullld ook wlter our eixly-foot croai
shonld be filled. Now I see Lthat it
would make oo more apparent differ-
epDce thhap il & epap of thirety mules
should Jdrink their Hlf out of 10.°?

Op the ecutb side & large Het-boal
wab belng dbuilt apd Hited for pluoer
minlng. Tbe sandbars are rich ip
¢oly, and pay dirt cap be found, so we
wele told Ino many psrie of the valley.
Aer we are not directly lu quest of the
vellow melul, I mevtion thie obniy by
wuy of showing the future possibiiities
of tue region. Amnother polut, thel o
the probubiliLy of & lipe or river sleam-
erssuggents fteelf, Tuthie I would eny
tuat thé dJdepth aod swilipess uf the
curtent offer no ovstacles, but the iacs
tbat the river le truly .amed may, fur,
48 oDe mau puls it, it would preak a
snake’s bagk to [ollow ita windlogs,

What, Lhen, does the valley look
like when you are In the midule of 1T
Ou tbe esst apd south Lhe bortzen is
mounfaipour, Oo the perth apd west
it 1p fist w8 thu desert ltielf, save for
a bulte bere apnd there which rises
i1ke ap ubexploded lava cope out of
the dead lsvel of the valley. A few
weeke agu L was engaged | oling the
ocorner stakes of wy lnd. The sun
waa i-earing the borizop, snd bis farr-
well capers were justa little bl amu:-
ing, There Wwele him hopest old rea
face apy equintiug eyes, nuow winking,
pow grin log at me Lhrougn Lhe
b apches of the tall sages. Thep be
would roil rouud apd rou «d apd amiie
with that hal -gxindly, balf- alsebievy-
uur expressiod woich sec med lo say:

#Yyu've Etruck I, youpg DAD,
gtruck it rieh, It makes me smile lo
ges you there; for during these, thout-
nde of yesre [’ve said goud-uight to
pothing but grounddogs, rsbblie, und
.0 ocossivnal deer, io that desertl
toreet. But I Epow whatl thal ghisten-
ing ohslp mespe. Hoon L sbell take

farewell peeps st green flelds and orgh-
ards apd vardene apd homes. But (211
m4ike it hot for you till 1hen, Dan’t
geLl discouraged Luough, Ta ta, the
sagebrueh Is atill between us.?*

Aws we ride over, Dow this querter
pow that, we die over bere apd there
moupds wbich barely rice higher than
the general level. Upon clower ex-
amination these preve lo be heaps of
black, porous rock. Lmmediately we
begln tc speculate as to thelir origin,
apd o imsgipation recreale a pgepne
whioh old 3 '} must bnve glowed upon
vefore Adam?’s day. Somewbere Deat
those tall buttes, slxty miles to the
porthwest, Lhere must have been a vol-
ocapic ecrater, big epwugh to eswaljow
a thousapnd vones like Veauviue, Pipture
a flood of lava, white-bot apd sulpbur-
ous, two hupdred miles wide, muving
ensiwsrd apd eouthward, Ite buroing
orest advapncing 8 huodred feet high,
perhape, In ap hour It reaghes the
river, tbep what thuuders of artijlery,
what displays of vapor Blled tbhe airl
Night comes on apd from the vlowing
plaine, what refiections muet bave been
thrown upop the wbile bauks of clomu: !
But the river couquere. Thousarnas of
years ago it had Its arch-enemy bhe-
peath Ita feet, Now It hae buriey h'm
un ler forty feet of river drift apd silt.

Buch is the character of tbe lapd,
Oniy s small part ol this magnificent
valley is, or ever cap be mads arable,
A atrip of alluvial enll varying in
width frum three to fifteen—perhaps
twenly—milea ekirting the river op
the west and porth, represeuts the
land with woicbhb thie letier popgcerns
ieell, The upper balf of tbis strip can
be watered obly by 8 cans) which
would have tuo hs blasted tor miles
through the lava ledges, The lgwer
halt fs 0 vered by the People’s ca al,
whbich ie pow bueing pusbed 1o rapld
completion,

Pernaps the item ol most interest
pext will be this eame ¢ pal, agd L
tuerefore proceed to discues it,

Quite a number of ditdhes uav - besn
taken out frum time to Llms o watel
farme adjacent to the nver, [Tpder
ordipary eeasons Lhoee® furuisp an
avuudsnce of water to Irrigate the
amall farms dependent upuu them.
But, g slways happene with sm skl
oponicgs fu Lbe river bapnk, they are
su! ject to disturbances DY both high
apd low water; Dizh Wwaler vringlog
Hoois and sand bare, low water dr,ing
up the etream. Thin sesssn some of
the farms are suflering from toe iutter
oause, The feasibility ,of tapuigg the
river on ap immenss &cale, has besdD
EpowD to the people of Idapo for &
lopg time; but the improssion seemed
fixed that taie couid be d.pe, culy bY
cu pitalista.

A pumber of Utah farmera, famlllar
with the marvels that €dan Ge aQQou«
plished by ¢c-operatlon, camle upgy took
a look at the situmion, aud veolded
that muecle gould quile (ske the place
0! mouey, and Lhey Legun the mam-
muth project, gettlug thelr friepds io-
terceted until (he Duolvus of a prospet-
uus seliloement I now made, I eall it
tpe nucivus of u pltosefous communi-
ty,.Jor it cau bardly be called more at
ptesent. [p point of wealth tne majoi-
ity of the seltlers, are deligbtiully
pionesi-like, liviug In jog eabins and
cultivatwug their imagipaiionse wheb
pot eugaged digglng canal or cleariog
sugebrusb.

MY bat, then were the cogditlops



