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FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

In the Turksh Mission.

Lamsoun, on the Black Sea,
Aug. 4th, 1895

It §s now nearly three months sinece I
left Haifa for a trip to Slves and
other places. Since then I have trav-
eled more than 800 mlles, mostly by
lapd, partly on horseback, partly in a
wogon. Travellng In some parts of
Turkey Is qulte easy, In others qulte
hard and difficult. In Syria and I’al-
estine ope can acquire a spring wagon
at reasonable figures, and for horscs,
saddles moderately good can be had.
But after one leaves the Arable speaking
line in Syrla and enters into the Turk-
Ish speaklpng part of Syria {North
Syria) and then proceeds fariher north,
the country becomes more terbidden
and its people more coarse and unciv-
flized, yntll ome arrives so far rorih
that the European Infivence from the
Rlack Sea trade can be felt; then there
i8 a laxity of strictness and a milder
and more advanced feellmg prevalls.

The roads Iim 8yrla are far better
than those upon Asla Minor.” Those In
Syria are often strictly first class;
made of the best of material and in
good style, making travel casy. 1n
Turkey proper the state roads, which
are few and far between, are poorly
constructed, but at a great expense.
Some crank engineer has here aud
there been at work and In the place of
economlzing labor and means, jt can
plainly be seen that he has had some
pet theory In his head which by exe-
cuting he has |magined himself great
and accomplished.

The roand bed in the north is of the
roughest kind. Large cobble stones

and rocks as large as 4 man's head are;

lajd in pave fashlonm or in the oid, old
country style so that even at hest the
wagon Is on a continuous bump, bump
all the time. But as can easily Le un-
derstood, the road will not remnin as
built, for as soon a#% It becomes wet the
rocks move out of their place apnd they
may be seen in any other place but
where they were Intended to lay.
*The roads are horrlble,” said a rolonel,
a traveling companlon. “When I get
to Bwas I shall complain to the Pasha.”
Well, he needed to, he was not slow in
condemning the government from top
to bottom, stiil he was golng Lo Con-
stantinople to seek an appolntment as
a mutesarif, a governor of a province.
He had taken to drinkipg and he said
his salary allowed as an editor was
Insufficlent. He was somewhat edu-
cated but he was still a Turk.

But road buildng 1s a curse to the
people. 1t is forced upon them; they
do not want roads. Im many places
they destapy the bridges and other-
wise blockade travel. 1In one place
crossing a very dangerous river the
government had put In a bridge In ad-
vance of the regular buflding of the
road. This the Kurds dld not want
though they needed It every ilme they
went to town. The bridge was de-
stroyed for no other apparent cause
than that the people on one side of the
river did not want the people on the
other side to bring their sheep over
there o graze. So to prevent it they
destroyed the bridge.

The busginess part of the peonle com-
plain that a road tax of about urty cents
per man is levied and that the moeney
ia not honestly spent. They, of course,
would like to see the country built up
but as there Iz no settled policy of Lin-
provement in Turkey,Improvements can
only be done by some wise and energet-
le governor, which happens mow and

then to receive an appointment, The
policy of the government ig called plun-
der by any and all except by them-
3elves. No one can have much of any-
thing unless he knows enocugh to keep
on the right side of some leading
pasha. 'When he can ail of a sudden
become wealthy and just as suddenly
loose it all if he Is unfortunate enough
to fall into disfavor.

In paying their taxes people are driv-
en to desperation. If they wish to be
honest they are followed up from one
thing to another with a new tax or a
fine for this cause or that, so that the
man feels he will do nothing save that
which he Is compelled to do. Few men
think of paying their:-taxes, no matter
how small, unless forced., They will
often close up their business and leave
to draw out paying or to get ot of It
all together. It must be wunderstood
taxes are collected by officers who go
to the houses or shops or viilages and
force taxes. ;

Brother Nishan Sherindan heard ot
the government call for a new registra-
tion of children born In later years.

This was cried out on the market place, :

no notlces being placed. Soonm Brother
Shenlnian went to the registration offica
gave In the names of the males In the
family and paid the tax for the chlld-
ren and himself. But when he wanted
hls receipt he was told that the taxes
were two days overdue and that he
wolild have to pay a fine of 10 peastres
for each person, He refused. He sald
he knew of no time set and sald it was
enough that he came willingly to pay,
while hundreds were on the list who
neither reported nor pald. Many of
whom were more able than he. But
they insisted on thelr fine. Tney knew
how to get It. At that time nothing
was done, but as soon as he was home
from his trip with Brother Lund's par.
ty to Jerusalem, they sent an officer
and fetched him up before the authorl-
ties. He dld not wish to pay, but they
said: “We wish you had not pald it
at all, but now that you have pald the
tax you must pay the fine also, and be-
sides, a man that can go to Jerusalem

‘and travel three or four months, should

not klek for paying a small fine of 30
plastres (about $1.26),” they gsald taunt-
Ingly. Well, he paid it, as he would

otherwise be locked up until he did pay!

It. Most of the people in the town have;

pald no attention to It. I asked about
It, they say they have not got it. This
works some times untll some business
of importance must be done wlith th
government; then all back taxes are
hunted up and & demand Is made Up.sn
tne applicant for a clean sheet before
any business can be done.

Taxes vary a little in places. Where
the law is justly adm!nistered, one-
tenth of the crop whatsoever is col-
lected, but in some dietricts ome-eighth
is taken. In some places the tax on
the pgarden is more than the crop they
levy to sult themselves, This is
remedled in other places by levying a
reasonable fee per dorrom, and hmum
leave It to the owner whether or not
he will saw and plant. All these varia-
tions are because the government has
no fixed polley except to plunder and
eat

1 do not believe that taxes are al-
tozether so ppressixe if levied and col-
lected In the proper way. But they are
not. When I passed through Amasia
the government was selllng tax collec-
tions ln the villages at auctlon. Some

|

sold as high as 30,000 and 40,000 pistres
a piece. (22 plastres $1.00 government,against the truth, They are secking
standard,) These tax gatherers them an easier way,

oppress the people, and those that have,
are forced to pay In some way or other.
The government, as a rule, will hear
no complaints from the people.

For instance, a man may be unjustly
taxed on hle property, or even for his
neighbors, and he says to the tax gath-
er, This is not my property; this i3 my
neighbors, he will say, You pay it all
and collect from your neighbor, but
the nelghbor will not pay, so the man
has the cholce of having his grain left
on the threshing fioor, unmeasured and
untithed until he pays. If he does not
pay at once, then he will have to go to
the tax gatherer and ask him to come,
and probably have to walt for days, and
his grain left out In the rain, and he
himself as guard. They thresh in the
field, and when done it must be tithed
before it can be removed, for there Is no
confidence here. Until it can be tax-
tithed It must be guared, or It will be
stolen, so that practically the man has
no other chance than to pay what they
ask and be satisfied with what they
leave., ‘This is because there |s no pro-
tectlon and no onc to appeal to. 1 had
a long talk with the German comsul to
Amasla on the subject. He said they
experienced no great trouble as the peo-
ple had general confidence in them, angd
then when the law was satlsfied all
partles had to be. But to the natives it
Is mot so0, especially the <hristians.
There |a npot much difference, however, _
for if the Christians is more hlghly
taxed he is more capable of making his
living and he makes more money andg
can meet his obligatlons better., Wlith
equal chances it would not bhe long un-
tll the Christians would own the coun-
try. The Turk, who Is made to be non-
progresslve and quite Immovable In hix
ways |s forced to oppress his Christian
subjects and keep them from accumu-
lating, or they would be llke the Jews;
they would own the country as the
Jews own the world. The Turks are
warriors, not business men. They can
spend inp pomp and parade the earnlngs
of other people, but they cannot plan
and economize. So long as they could
conquer and plunder some forelgn na-
tion the home subjects were all right,
but mow that that is long slnce
past, a system of home 1n
dustry and home economy is needed,
that they have not the slizghtest knowl~-
edge of. ‘That they know nothing of
politleal economy wlll be shown in an-
other article, when the Armenlan ques-
tion will be discussed.

It is wonderful, however, how sub-
mlssive the people are, They almost
to a man blame thefgovernment for
someithing. They knbw It 1s corrupt
and rotten 10 the core, yet they do not
speak of rebelllon. They are kept in
ignorance of the world and its progress

e | and are made to belleve ¢hat they have

in their country about all that s worth
having In this world, and that God is.
pleased only wikh Islam. Thay never
think »f lifting a hand agalnst the gov-
erament. I know of no government on
earth so safe and free from sedition as
Is this government, If they were nos
interfered with by the other natlons,
they would last a long time at home,
as the people are satisfied with a liztle
bread and leave to live. 1t is the
Christlans who rebel. They, of course,
feel the yoke, a3 they are not of ths
faith with the rulers. And were they,
the Christians, not disturbed by out-
slde influences, they would last a long
time yet, as they have lasted a long
thne in the past.
F. F. HINTZE.

Laboring Under Difficnltles.
Newark, Licking County, Ohio,
August 23, 1898,
The Gospel of Jesus Chirst is being
carrfed from house to house but I am
sorTy to say many close their ears




