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in the mission
r lamsonnLampssounoun on the black sea

aug ath
i it to now nearly three months since I1
fc left haifa for a trip to and

other places since then I1 have trav
F sledsed more than miles mostly by

land partly on horseback partly in a
i wagon traveling in some parts of

turkey Is quite easy in others quite
hard and difficult in syria and pal

r entine one can acquire a spring wagon
at reasonable figures and for horses

s meddlescaddies moderately good can be had
v butbat after one leaves the arabic speaking

line to syria and enters into the turk-
ish speaking part of syria north
syria and then proceeds farther north
the country becomes more
and its people more coarse and uncle
all until one arrives so far norhtt abetrie european influence from the
black sea trade can be felt then there
i a laxity of strictness and a milder

andad more advanced feeling prevails
4 the roads in syria are far better

tunth those upon asia minor those in
glysyria axeare often strictly first class
laade of the best of material and in
fiord style making travel easy in
aaa key proper the state roads which
axeam tewfew and faxfar between are poorly

but at a great expense
bome crank engineer has here and

abethere been at work and in the place of
economizing labor and means it can

be seen that he has had some
pa theory in his head which by exe
eating he has imagined himself great
offidA accomplished

site road bed in the north is of the
toughestpighest kind large cobble stones
ial64 rocks as large as a mans head are
taia in pave fashion or in the old old
country style so that even at best the
wagon Is on a continuous bump bump

the time but as can easily be un
y aieod the road will not remain as

aarcor as soon as it becomes wet the
move out of their place and they
toebe seen in any other place but

y vetere they were intended to lay
ate roads are horrible said a colonel

traveling companion when I1 get
I1 ftSaSawas I1 shall complain to the pasha
V W41 liehe needed to he was not slow in
jr 4 the government from top

attornaftem still he was going to con-
r 1 0ale to seek an appointment as

inu teaarifsarit a governor of a province
ife had taken to drindrinkingklug and he said

abb10 salary allowed as an editor was
MM clent he was somewhat edu

az but he was still a turk
road bulldog is a curse to the

iodie it is forced upon them they
ao nott wantfant roads in many places
they destry the bridges and other
ariae blockade travel in one place

f a very dangerous river the
f etsanentent had put in a bridge in ad
1 ancece of the regular building of the
t fead this the kurdsburds did not want

I1 they needed it every time they
to town the bridge was de-

i for no other apparent cause
than that the people on one stoleside of the

ile did not want the people on the
mothr side to bring their sheepsheen overttoto graze so to preventfi it they

c 60destroyed the bridge
trethe business part of the people com

ddn that a road tax of about liffiftyty cents
pw manan tois levied and that the money
to not honestly spent they of course
woldid like to see the country built up
vataasas there Is no settled policy of im

in Turkey improvements can
sas1 donedanle by some wise and

emar which happens now and

then to receive an appointment thepolicy of the government Is called plun-
der by any and all except by them-
selves no one can have much of any-
thing unless he knows enough to keep
on the right side of some leadingpasha when he can all of a sudden
become wealthy and just as suddenly
loose it all if he is unfortunate enough
to fall into disfavor

in paying their taxes people are driv-
en to desperation if they wish to be
honest they are followed up from one
thing to another with a new tax or a
fine for this cause or that so that the
man feels he will do nothing save that
which he is compelled to do few men
think of paying their taxes no matter
how small unless forced they will
often close up their business and leave
to draw out paying or to get oto t of it
all together it must be understood
taxes are collected by officers who go90
to the houses or shops or villagesvillagles and
force taxes I1

brother nishan Sherin lan heardheard of
the government call torfor a new registra-
tion of children bornbom in later years
this was cried out on the market place
no notices being placed soon brother
She ninianlan wentw ent to the registration office
gave in the names of the males in the
family and paid the tax for the child-
ren and himself but when he wanted
his receipt he was told that the taxes
were two days overdue and that he
would have to pay a fine of 10 pieastres
for each person he refused he said
he knew of no time set and said tt was
enough that he came willingly to pay
while hundreds were on the list who
neither reported nor paid many of
whom were more able than he but
they insisted on their fine aney knew
how to get it at that time nothing
was done but as soon as he was home
from his trip with brother lundsbunds par-
ty to jerusalem they sent an officer
and fetched him up before the authori-
ties he did not wish to pay but they
said we wish you had not paid it
at all but now that you have paid the
tax you must pay the fine also and be-
sides a man that can go to jerusalem
and travel three or towfour months should
not kick for paying a small fine of 30

Ppiaslastrestres about they said taunt-
ingly Wwellell he paid it as hebe would
aitoitotherwise be lockedlacked up until he did pay
it most of the people in the town have
paid no attention to it I1 asked about
itt they say they have not got it this
works some times until some business
of importance must be done with the
government then all back taxes a-

d
ar

hunted up andan a demand is made
me aapplicant for a clean sheet before
any business can be done

taxes vary a little in places where
the law is justly administered one
tenth of the crop whatsoever is col-
lected but in some districtsdietricts one eighth
is taken in some places the tax on
the garden is more than the crop they
levy to suit themselves this is
remedied in other places by levying a
reasonable teefee per borrom and toun
leave it to the owner whether or not
he will saw and plant all these varia-
tions are because the government has
no fixed policy except to plunder and
eat

I1 do not believe that taxes are al-
together so if levied and col-
lected in the proper way but they are
not when I1 passed throughrough amaila
the government was selling tax colleecollec-
tions in the villages at auction some
sold as high as and
a piece 22 pias tres government
standardtandard these tax gatherers then

oppress the people and those that have
are forced to pay in some wyway or other
the government as a rule will hear
no complaints from the people

for instance agman may be unjustly
taxed on hishi property or even torfor hishi
neighbors and he says to the tax gath-
er this is not my property this is my
neighbors he will say you pay it all
and collect from your neighbor but
the neighbor will not pay so the man
has the choice of having his grain left
on the threshing floor unmeasured and

until he pays if he does not
pay at once then he will have to go to
the tax gatherer and ask him to come
and probably have to wait forcor laysdays and
his graingraan lefleftt out in the rain and he
himself as guard they thresh in the
field and when done it must be tithed
before it can be removed for there tois no
confidence here until it can be tax
tithed it must be geared or it will be
stolen so that practically the man hashaa
no other chance than to pay what they
ask and be sasatisfied with what they
leave this is because there is no pro-
tection and no one to appeal to I1 hada long talk with the german consul to
amasia on the subject he said they
experienced no great trouble as the peo-
ple had general confidence in them and
then when the law was satisfied all
parties had to be but to the natives it
is not so especially the christians
there is not much difference however
for if the christians is more highly
taxed he is more capable of making his
living and he makes more money and
ean meet his obligations better with
equal chances it would not be long un-
til the christians would own the coun-
try the turk who is made to be

and quite immovable in hisways is forced to oppress his christian
subjects and keep them from accumu-
lating or they would be like the jewsjewa
they would own the country as igthe I1
jews own the world the turks are
warriors not business men they can
spend in pomp and parade the earnings
of other people but they cannot plan
and economize so long as they could
conquer and plunder some foreign na-
tion the home subjects were all tightright
but now that that is long since
past a system of home in
austry and home economy is needed
that they have not the slightest knowl-
edge of that they know nothing of
political economy will be shown in an-
other article when the armenian ques-
tion will be discussed

it is wonderful however how sub-
missive the people aarer they almost
to a man blame Vgovernmentthehle toefor
something they kknoww it is corrupt
and rottenratten to the core yet they do not
speak of rebellion they are kept lain
ignorance of the world and its progress
and are made to believe that they have
in theirthedr country about all that is worth
having in this world and thatchait god W
pleased only with islam they never
think of lifting a hand against the gov-
ernmentern ment I1 know of no government on
earth soBO safe and free from sedition eaas
is Wsthis government itif they were not
interfered with by the other nations
they would last a long time at homedhome
as the people are satisfied with a little
bread and leave to live it is the
christians who rebel they of course
feel the yoke as they are not of thefalthfaith elih the rulers and were theyth ey
theae christians not disturbed by out-

side influences they would last a long
time yet as they have lasted a long

in the past
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the gospel of jesus chirst is being
carried from house to house but I1 azaamsorry to say many close their earsagainst the truth they are seeking
an easier way


