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were guided by the leaders

but I1 have often stated that it is im-
possible for any authorities to lead
the people unless they proclaim the
truth half of the quorum of the
first fell but they could not
carry with theuthe u any considerable
number no man will be permit-
ted to lead this people astray

we have a testimony because we
have put the words of the lord to a
practical test we know therefore
for ourselves as peter did when he
testified that jesus was the christ
so the saints can testify through
the light of the spirit that joseph
smith brigham young john
taylor and wilford woodruff were
and are the servants of the living
god Aandud they cncan bear witness of
this with no uncertain voice for
they know it from the manifesta-
tions and ul works that have
accompanied the gospel 1I testify
that these gifts graces and power of
the plan of salvation are among us

rhefhe world know that we are will-
ing to acknowledge the hand of
god in all things even
when laws are pending against
us the saints thank the
lord whether they be passed or not
you cannot discourage a true saint
because he knows that all that takes
place will accrue for hisbis good and
lead him to eternal exaltation eter-
nal life the greatest of gods gifts
to man

the saints are not guilty of the
abominable crimescrimes that are prevalentaleut
in the world and which will damn
them body and soul the first
commandment of god is being fear-
fully disregarded people are po-
lluting and perverting the fountains
of human life the old sock are
dying out and foreigners are filling
their places it is clear from this
very fact that a time will come
when the saints will have to step
in and perpetuate the country and
its glowing institutions

may we live to be upright and
honest that there maymaybebe no such
crimes known among us but we
will have the spirit of the lord to
lead us continually

A solo sufferbuffer little children to
come unto me was rendered and
the choir sang

mighty jehovah I1

benediction was pronounced by
president charles W penrose

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY

SCARCELY a paper of any propromi-
nence

mi
in the united states fallsfails to

comment on the action of the gener-
al conference on the declaration
made by president wo druff orof
course their views are various
some of them manifest much dis-
turbanceturbance of mind and considerable
rancor otersoth rs assume a wawaitingI1 ting
attitude desiring to see what the
11 Mo raDna do before ofofferingfiering
any opopinionluion quite a number
however accept the declaration
and its en lor iuin the spirit in
which they were made and claim
for the I1 I1 mormonNormony people that liber

ty and those rights to which they
are entitled and which have been
endangered by the general opposi-
tion to polygamy

the nownew york amea which has
been a strong antagonist and has
rarely bad a good word for the mor
mons devotes considerable space to
a discussion of the subject on the
3rdard instant it said editorially

the proclamation recently put
forth by the octogenarian president
of the mormon church admits that
the days of polygamy are already
numbered it is true that the utah
commission in its report to the in-
terior department questions the sin-
cerity of the professed abandonment
by the mormonscormons of plural marriages
it holds that the penalties of thelahthe taw
alone induce them to profess obedience
to it and that there is no change in
the ordinances of the church or in its
doctrines it obtained the names of
forty one persons who it is believed
have entered into the polygamous re-
lation since june 1889 but this last

on its face is merely
a matter of opinion is controverted
by the mormon president who speaks
of a report of one such instance that
occurred last year but says that if
thothe ceremony was really performed it
was without his knowledge he goes
ontoon to declare that awewe are not teach-
ing polygamy or plural marnamarriageanfnetonor
permitting any person to enter into its
practice he asserts that he and his
associates now teach nothing which
can reasonably be construed to incul-
cate or encourage polypolygamychurchamy and
when any elder of the church has
used language which appeared to
convey such teachings te has been
promptly reproved

such language hardly justifies
governor thomas description of it as
studiously indefinite

some papers complain because the
declaration did not couiecome sooner
and immediately after the supreme
court first pawedpassed upon the consti-
tutionality of tlethe law ofaf 1862 but
the times says

while the operation of the law has
broken up the practice of polygamy
a special occasion has been furnisfurnishedfied
during the presentpresentr year for the issue
by president wilford woodruffs pro-
clamationclamation this is the decision re-
cently rendered by the supreme court
of the united states which declares in
effect that polygamy cannot find
shelter under any claim of freedom of
religious belief since it is simply a
crime the mormonscormons were awaiting
with much anxiety the announceannouncementmerib
off the opinions of the supreme court
both in the idaho test oath case and
in the suit growing out of the seizure
and confiscation of real estate belong-
ing to the mormon church in salt
lake city under the edmunds act
passed by the forty ninth congress

6 what the mormon president has
now accordingly done is to declare
that the decision of the supreme court
of the united states will be submitted
to by his community

on the subject otof the present be-
lief of the latter day saints which
ome professedly christian fanatics

insist must be changed the times
says

it may be said that there is no in-
dicationdi in this manifesto of an aban

I1i dorment of the belief that polygamy
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is right butbat that is something that
no law could secure men in other
c immunitiesmm unities may hold
religious political or social beliefs
which would bring the law upon them
iff put into practice what the highest
individual authority in the mormon
church declares is that whereas
polygamy was once practiced and
taughtcaught by that church it is no longer
inculcated had further into
a general renunciation of beliefs held
for many years the suspicion of hy-
pocrisy would have boon much greater
than under his present yielding to the
law because an interpretation of it has
been made by the highest tribunal in
the land

the times concludes its very
temperate and well considered
article with the following

the mormon leaders themselves
estimated half a dozen years ago that
not more than one in sixteen of the
people practiced polygamy AO that it
is really a mercy to the other fifteen to
destroy an institution which concerns
them little personallyally except as it
prevents their community from enter-
ing on the career it otherwise would
surely attain

these remarks were made before
the conference since then the
new york timea has again taken up
the subject from a lengthy edi-
torial on the lath dinst we clip tilethe
annexed paragraphs

there is not much reason for distrusting
the sinsinceritysinaerity of the renunciation of poleg
amy by the mormonscormonsMor mons the declaration
made at their general Ponconferenceference in saltbaitlake yesterday is as comprehensive as it isexplicit the official prohibition by brig
pamham youngs successor of any marriages
in violation of the law of the land was
ratified by a unanimous vote to preventany misunderstanding it was explained
that plural marriages had been declared
illegal by the supreme court of the united
states and thus made contrary to the law
of the land there is really no room for
doubt that hereafter polygamy will be disdig
countenanced as much by the mormonscormons as
by the gentiles

the elmsclass of fanatics before men-
tioned object because a wholesale
renunciation and casting off of de-
pendent plural wives marriedried many
years ago did not accompany the
action against future marriages in
violation of law the times says

there are a very considerable number of
women married in utah al-
ready in whose cases it would be cruel and
inhuman to execute the lawaw that would
turn them out on the world as beggars and
the mormonscormons who have married them would
be less than men if they consented to
abandon them to such a fate it is neither
likely nor desirable that the law shall be
strictlystrictly enforced ex post facto provided it isobeyedobeyed in future and provided polpolygamyMY
is really and in good faith given up

another paragraph is deserving of
reproduction as it touches on facts
which though they strike sharply at
some of our local opponents are un-
deniablydentaldeni ablyly true the tames remarks

Doubtdoubtlessleps the renunciation of polygamy
has come a little in advance of the over-
whelmingwh elming pressure of the westward move-
ment of population the gordonsmormons might
have hungbung on torfor a few years longer butthe longer they clung to their peculiar in
B illation the more they would have been
regarded as alien enemies by the people of
ththe united states and the lesslees disposition
thlethere would have been to concede any-
thing to them when the gentiles became
the majority in utah and the territory was
admitted as a state moreover they were
already beset by gentile politicians of the
fame character as territorial politicians in


