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thimTHE eastern magazine which has
given place to articles purporting to
be written by a mormon but which
were a lebash of old fictions by some
cowardly auti stormon in league
with the plotters for mormon dis-
franchisement publishes in its last
issue portraits and biographical
of nineakie persons whom it calls the
fighting apostles they are most
of them miserable distortions and the
letterletterpresspress accounts are stolen from

works
out of the nine only three are

Apostle sand to call any of
ing apostles is the very bight of ab-
surdity one of them is charles wood-
mansee of ogden and his alleged
portrait is exhibited as one of
the nine men who are I1 the leaders of
mormonism can anything be fun-
nier than that anson call now de-
ceased is pictured as another of these
nine men and our old friend lorin
parr as another who if pushed into
a corner will assuredly fight we
are told these are the nine men on
whom the responsibility of all the ac-
tions of the mormonscormons rests Thothoseseareare
the nine with whom our government
must reckon and the moat ridi-
culous part of all this rubbish is that
it purports to be written by a imorI mor-
mon

the editor of the magazine gravely
refers to the stuff published in the
magazine as evidence that the law is
powerless that the shadow of the
sword comes nearer every day and
that the question Isie shall the mor
mons defy the law in utah or shall
they be driven out of the country

altogether this is the most ridicu-
lous and at the same time most con-
temptibletemp tible and tricky attempt to arouse
prejudice against the cormonsmormonsMormons
that has found place in a respectable
public paper the editor if not a
party to the fraud perpetrated uponu pon
his readers or out of his mind is
densely ignorant of thehe subject he
writes upon and he nymay rest assured
that every sensible reader will answer
his momentous question thus the

mormonsMormons I do not defy the law there
Is no earthly reason why they should
be driven out of the country and
the scoundrel who gathered up the
stories published in that paper pre-
tending to be a mormon should be
sent to jail for his criminal libel and
cowardly lying while the editor should
either be compelled to read up on this
subject or if unable to do so be re
quiren to rest hisbis disturbed brain inain a
quiet lunatic asylum

LONDON jan IZ12 abe duke of
somerset is dead

THE NATURE OF JOSEPH SMITHS
MISSION

I1

IF WE inquire into the nature of the
work of joseph smith only two sup-
positions are possible either that work
is divine or it is a cunningly devised
human schech me joseph smith must
have been either the most clever mem-
ber of the human family or else a
humble instrument in the handband of a
superior being his work must be
ascribed either to human sagacity or to
divine intelligence

which of these two alternatives are
we to accept when we know how the
work originated there is as will be
deenonseen on a proper investigation only
one possible

when joseph smith received his
first revelation hebe was as is well
known a young boy with very limited
education and small worldly experi-
ence if we now for a moment sup-
pose that the jbea of starting a new
religion originated with him we may
ask when did it originate boys do
not as a rule burden their
minds with ideas of revolutionizing
the world who cannot from his
boyhood remember that a fine horse a
rifle and similar objects were consid-
ered far more important than all the
dogmas and creeds in the world A
young man planning a religious system
of the magnitude of that now under
consideration is inconceivable had
joseph smith at the time been a
matured sage familiar with the world
and its various institutions it would
have been different but he was not
joseph the son of jacob truthfully
and innocently announced his prophe-
tic dreams to hisbis brethren and was be-
trayed into bondage so did
this youthful seer god selected him
to this work at a period of life when
he waswaa least able to commence a work
of this kind in his own wisdom and
strength mohammed was forty
years old when he commenced
his and he bad then traveled
considerably and seen much of the
world luther hadbad already acquired
the theological knowledge available at
his time before he conceived the idea
of a protest against romeborne and hisbis
wavering position for years shows that
hebe did not realize what hebe was doing
it is not in the age of fourteen or fifteen
years that men stand up as reformreformerserp
we remember only one who at the age
of twelve could astound the theological
teachers of hipbis day with his questions
and answers and this was abe boy of
nazareth who became the savior of
the world we acknowledge that he
was influenced by the divine spirit
who rested upon him there is no
other explanation pospossiblebible of the fact

that joseph smith at the age of ftfiat
conceived the great idea for which
lived and died the spirit rested u
him prompted him taught him

there is evidence enough that
the time when the prop
bad the first manifestations
received instructions contrary
everything that was held to be t
by the world two opinions rega
ing the churchchuch were then as they
now held by men some thong
that one particular church was
right one exclusive of all other ececalI1

attical institutions others held t
no particular church was tu ch r
but that all taken together would 0co
tain an element which they hohop
could be designated the inai I1

church joseph himself was not i

from the firstbrat of these ideas he i

very much inclined towards mothmeth
ism and sought hisbis friends among
representatives of that system Nno
the probability is that a young bob
who werewire such a thing conceivably

would build a system of his own ai
by hisbis own wisdom would build on
foundation already laid had josejos
snaith been influenced only by his 0
wisdom he might have started a n

branch of the methodist chur
depriving it of a few object io
able features and ornamenting
with some new embellishments T

has been done again and again0 in
world for what area re all the
churches but branches of the gr
roman trunk one in nature althou
diverse in forms no man cal by
own wisdom form an original churchu
he is a child of education and cincuci
stances and his most original wi
consists of modifications of whwhat
ready exists further than that ma
wisdom does not go

now joseph smith is all at 001

made aware of the fact that all fc

churches were wrong neither 001
particular church nor all toge
were right Thisiethis is the offensiveiveddo
arlue that he was told to announcedannounce
the world much to hisbis own wonwondal

where did hebe learn that new doctrydoctrie
which at once placed him a you
boy in opposition to the whole worlboru
only one answer to this question I1

reasonable he got it as did saulbaul wwl
through a vision from heaven w
convinced of the fact that every a99
terntem of the jewish theology was wkrofl
and that the crucified GallGallleanlilean wt

the son of god i

FurFurLtheritberit was a promise in the ne
testamentre that led joseph to the 8alf

step on the road he entered Watt
childlikechild like falta sublime in its simp
itysity he embraces this promise if aan
man lack wisdom let him ask of ao

studand it shall be given hiainu


