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lecture seven of the M 1I A series
was delivered in the assemblyAe hall
march 10 the subject being was
joeeph smith sentbent of googod and the
lecturer elder franklin D richardBl charde
of the quorum of apostlesApoetlee the ball
was well filled and the discourse
which was highly interesting waswae
listened to with marked attention
the musical exercises were rendered
by members of toethe twentieth ward
choir under the leadership of prof J
J day tiesdee

the speaker prefaced his remarks by
saying that he could not avoid enter-
ing upon the subject with trepidation
it was a questionlon of momentous
importance and one which ioin lieits dicta
tion would require the spirit of the
lord therefore oene asked forfoi the faith
and prayers or those assembled elder
richards quoted the words of moses
and of the apostle paul with relationrela gion
to thebe great workworic of the lord which
bad finally been taken from the earth
and restored again in this dispensation
he cited wene condition of the human
family during that dark period of
nearly fourteen centuries when there
was not a single person upon the earth
who could rise up and sayaay thus saila
the lord

in the spring of 1820 continued the
speaker joseph smith a mere boy 14
years of age became anxious to know
which of all the religious denomina-
tions then extant waswaa trueirue so in all11

his eagerness to learn for himself tniethis
thing he repaired into the woods and
knelt down in fervent prayer and
poured out his whole
incePince to god to ask him torfor theghe

information hebe desired hishia prayer
wallwaa answeredanewered by god the father and
the son appearing unto him the latter
telling him thatmat none of the churchurcheachee
then existing was true what a costcon

saidbald the speaker the
father and the son appearingappear lox unto a
mere boy after a period of fourteen
centuries in which not a heavenly
voice waswaa heard shortly afterwardsafterward
the angel brool appeared to thisthie

sameaue boy and savegave to him instructions
asaa to what the lord waited him to do
he told him matbat it waswaa the fathers
purpose to establish the true church
upon the earth and watthat joseph waswae
to be anaa instrument in bringing tniethis
about

ioin septembersseptember 1827 there was en-
trusted to this boy ophelaPr care the
gold platesplaten arm which the book of
mormon was written they were
given into lifehis keeping foror thebe sole
purpose of translationtran part of these
plateaplate were sealed and bound together
but it waswaa only the penpart not in this
condition that joseph waswaa to translatetran
he did this by meansmean of the arim
and lm joseph
and uttering hebe words toso a scribe who
took them down mea they were ex
pressedpreesed the book containing mime

pages waswaa translated toin a thorough
systematic and godlike manner in
translating the work joseph and
oliver cowdery who were thusmus on

comecame to a passage wherein it
stated that no man osuld enter into
wethe kingdom of0 heaven except through
baptism this led themhem to go outong and
inquire of the lord concerning this
ordinanceorainaace and what was the result
asked the speakersneaker their prayers

I1

were answered by the appearance
of john the baptist who conferred
upon them the priesthood
and bade joseph to baptize oliver anoani
oliver in turn to baptize joseph their
baptism wswas by immersion as direct d
by that same personage who baptized
jesus christ himself in the river jor-
dan thus theybey were given authority
which hadbad not been upon the earth for
nearly fourteen centuries and at the
same time were told that greater au-
thority would be given them in due
season

elder richardsBio barda said that joseph bad
written no definite arouni as to the
precise date of hishie receiving the melmal
chisedek priesthood but it was
recited by a mr everett who died a
few years ago in st george it waswae
during a period when joseph and
oliver were sufferingbuffering consider
able persecution at the bands
if their enemies weary sodand
fatigued with their journey in
ing1139 from those who were striving to
jo them bodily barm oliver ex-
claimedoja imd ob josephsjoseph when will these
le come tote an endena at this
moment three personages appearej
unto them peter jamesjam OB andaad john
and they were ordained to the mel
obe priesthood and given thebe
keys and power to bbaptizelapaize othersethers and
coolercodier upon them the PrIestpriesthoodbood oloi
almightyA godgad

in april 1880 in fayette seneca
county nownew york the church olof
jonesjesus christ of latter day saints was
organized according to the laws of thehe
state of new york it had six mem-
bers and upon its organization and
restoration to theeartathe earth in this latter
dispensation joseph and oliver
were ordained to the apostleship
slidand the church commenced
to make itself known meanwhile toe
work of translating theme book of mor-
mon went on and when completed a
man named martin harris was
brought into requisition and he turned
to anuand got sufficient monsymoney to pay for

thehe printingpriming of the book
following this the lord continued

to reveal himself to hishie servants as
occasion required enlightening them
and wethe entire church in the princi-
ples and ordinances of the gospel and
giving them all thehe instructions re-
quired foror theshe work of the ministry
joseph and oliver were also caught up
ioin ibbeabe spirit and were instructed inID
the things contained in section 76 olof
theme book otof doctrine and covenants
the writings therein contained were
lar ahead of anything ever published
and were given to the servants referredrei erred
to10 wwhilealle still in the spirit waaWas joseph
smith sent of goo asked the speaker

on december 25 1882 the prophet
joseph predicted war between the
north and thebe south and on dec 20
1860 the first indication of that war
was formulated by the people of south
carolina who declared their with-
drawal iromfrom the union of states pre-
cipitating a battle in which nearly a
million soulsgoals lost their lives the
revelation was first published in the
year 1850 tooten years prior to the great
outbreakreak this said the speaker was
sufficient in itself to showbow matbat joseph
smith was indeed a prophet sent olof
god other revelations were also
cited to show that the prophet was
apprised of many things that should
comecoma to0o passpan lain the latter adayr among

them that which referred to theth
gathering of the ten tribes of Irsicraelrae

in february 1885 joseph called the
saints together and appointed martin
harris david whilmer and oliver
cowdery the three witnesses to the
book of mormon to choose twelve
apostles for the church which they
did after this the work of the min
astry was begun in earnest and mie

aries were sent out to preach the
gospel and to call the people to
tance at theme same time apprising
them of the ushering in of the latter
day dispensation eldereider BicRiebarjbares
read josephajoseph a account of the blessings
that were poured out upon the
at this time they enjoyed a veritable
pentecost said the speaker and
although the Prop heta name was not
published toin the bible and the book of
mormon the works which he had left
behind him should be sufficient to tell
of the position which he haibaj occupied
byB their fruits yoye shall know them
saideald the father

elder richardsBic barda recited the traits and
attributes of the prophet and showedbowed
the position in which he and hishia
brother hyrum were place when
they went to carthage the prophet
giving utterance to the statementtatement I1
go like a lamb to the slaughter but it

shallball yet be said of oieme that I1 waswa
murdemurderedred in cold blood hishie work
was then finished upon the earth and
be was taken hence to join the glor-
iousspirits in the great beyond ming
ling with them and there working in
the ministry as he had donedene while
here upon thehe earth

the work was going on and it
would continue to progress and push
forward until godgodsgodaa purposesaes had been
accomplished upon thehe earth there
wasas sufficient evidence following the
prophet walk and conversation while
in the flesh to admit of the
oalcal declaration 9thatat joseph smith waswaaCrasent of god miraculousculous
bous of the power of god had been
witnessed by the saints lain early daysday
through the ministrations of thejim

prophet and the power was still upon
thegibe earth to receive similar blessings it11

mebe auld live so as to enjoy
themhem did it not then clearly show

that joseph smith was sentmat of googoa
in COL elusion the speaker testified to

the divinity of the prophet josephsjoseph
mission and exhorted the young
people to remember that which they
boardbeard from time to time that their faith
might be strengthened andaad that waythey
might oebe spared to take an active part
in buildingbullbuil upop the church and king
dom olof god

elder james E talmage was an
bounced asan the next speaker hlahis
subject being the foundationsfoundation ot
faith

THE SALT RIVER VALLEY

MESA Arizarizonaarim march 7 1897
the people in the north BBas a general
rule hovehave an idea that arisnaallx joa to butbat
the synonym of a barren desert in
tensely bet where rattlesnakes
scorpions centipedescentipede vilarila monsure
acu h and dangerous cowboys in
diani and outlawsoutlaw TrueTruetherehere are
tuch things and obar aetenmeters even in
arizona but they do not find a con
genial homebome in the great bait riverbiter
valley i appropriately termed the garcar
deoden spot otof the territory

imagine an immenseimmen levellerel plain


