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ELDER RICHARDS'S LECTURE.

Leotore eeven of the M, I, A, errier
wae delivered In the Afpembly Hall
Marehy 10, the psubject helng Was
Joseph Bmith eent of Goa? and the
lectarer, Elder Fraoklio D, Richarde
of the quorom of Agpoetlee, The hall
was well filled and the dlsgouree,
whiobh was highly
listened to with markhed atteption.
The muosical exerpises were rendered
by members of tbe Twentleth ward
¢holr under the leadership of Prok J,
J. Daynes. :

The epeaker prefaced his remarks b¥
sayiog thal he could pbot avold enpter-
ing upon the subjegl with Lrepidalion.
It wse a qoeetlon of momentous
impurtapce and ope whioh io ite dlota-
llon wouly reqoire the eplrit of the
Lord, therefore ne asked for the [silb
and praye?s of those arsembled. Elder
Ricbarda gooted the worde of Mopees
and of the Apustle Panl with relstion
to the great work of tbe Liard, which
bad finally been teaken {rom Lhe earth
anJ realored agunin jo this diepeneation.
He oited the condition of tbe humab
lamily duriog that dark period of
pearly fourteen ceplufies, wheso there
wes Dol & gingle person upon the esrth
who could rise up and say, Thus ealth
the Liord,

Io theepriog of 1820, contioued the
epeaker, Josepo Bmitb, a mere hoy 14
yeafe ot age, bécame anxiouse Lo know
whioh of s)l the rellgious depomins-
tiops 1heD exlant wae ifue. Bo 1o sl
his eageérness lo jearn for himseif thie
thipg he repaired Into the woods and
knell down in fervent prayer, and
ponred out his whole  poul's
rlpcerely to (lod, to ask Him fer tbe
informatipn be oesired, His prayer
was answeled by (God the Father and
the Bop appearlog unto bim, the latter
telliog him tbat aone of the ghurober
then existing was true. Whal w oon-
dencepeion! eald the epesker. The
Fatber aod the Sop appestiog oato &
mete hoy after a perlod of fourteen
centuries In which nol a beavenly
volce was heard. Bhortiy alterwarde
the angel Mouroni appesred to t(hie
sanoe hoy and gave to him instrugtione
aa I0 what the Liord wacled him to do.
He toid bim that it was the Father’s
purpose to eatablleh the true Cuurch
upoo the esrith and tbat Joreph wae
to be ae ioetrument ino bringiog this
shoat,

Io Beptember, 1827, there was en-
trasted Lo thie boy Prophet’s osre the

gold plates fromm which the Book of
Mormoo wae written. They were
glven iplo his keeplog for Lhe sole

parpoee ol trapelation. Part of theee
plates were sealed apd bonnd togetler,
but It - waer oply the part potip tole
cobdition tbat Joreph was to Lraorlate.
He did thie by meape of the Urim
snd Thommim, Joeeph resulog
sod uttering t0e words Lo a rofibe who
topk them down as they wWere ex-
plessed, The hovk gontalning same
600 pages was translated ip & thorongb,
pystemsatleo aod Godlike maopper., In
trapslsting the work Josepb anu
Oliver Cowdefy who were ibus wp-
gaged came to s passage wherela it
stated thal oo mman owuld enterinio
lhe kingdom ol heaven excepl turongh
baptism. This led tbhemn Lo go ouf any
Inquire of the Lord concerning thia
ordioance, And what waa tbe resall?
atked the epeaker. Thelr -prayets

ware answered by the Bappealange
of Joho the Bapiist, who conferred
upoD them the Asropio Prlesthood
and bade Jorepb to baptize Oliver ann
Oliver in turo to haptize Joseph, Thelr
baptlem was by immereion, ae direct d
by tbatsame pereonage Who haptized
Jesue Chriet Himselr io the river Jor-
dap, Thus they were glven suthorily

interesting, wae| which hay pol been upon tbe ewrih jor

pearly fourteen ceotufies, And al Lhe
same time were told Lhsal greater au-

| thority wouid he given them In duoe
4ea8r0D,

|  Elder Riohards eaid that Joseph bad
. written oo defipite scesant as to the
preciee date or his receiving tbhe Mej-
ohisedek  Priesthood, bui it was
regited hy a Br, Everetlt who died s
few years ago io Bt. Gaorge, It wae
dariog a period when Joeeph and

Oliver were soflering conelder-
ahle persetution &l tbe bapds
uf their enemiea, Weary apd

Thtigued wlith thelr journey in escap-
|ing from those who wele slriviog to
|40 Lbhem bodlly barm, Otiver ex-
'clalmed, Ob Joseph, when wliil these
- jerseculions come o an end? Al thie
momenl (bfee peraonages appeared
uwato1hem—Peter Jamee and Jobb—
apd they were ordeined to the Mel-
chesldek Priesthood and given Lhe
keye aud power to baptize olhers apd
copter upou them the Prlesthood o!
Amigbty GQau,

Io April, 1830, in Fayette, Bepeca
copbniy, New York, the Chuorch o
Jeeus Christ of, Liatler-day Balots wae
prganlzed aceording to the laws of the
state of New York. Il bad six mem-
bers and Dpon ita organizalivp and
restoration to the earth in thie ialter

dispepeation, Joseph and OQliver
wele ofdained to the Apostleship
and the Church com menoced

to make iteelf Enpown. Meanwhile toe
wolk of traeslatiog the Book of Mor-
mon went on and when completed, =
maen neamed Marnio Harns waes
hrought lato regnisition and be lUroeg
to and got sufficisnl money Lo pay for
the printing of the book,

Following this the Lord gontipoed
to reveal Himeelt to His servapts as
oocaslon required, enlightening them
and the entire €pourech 1o the prinel-
ples and ordinapces ot the Gospel » nd
giving them &)l the ipeirootions re-

pired for the work of the minlatry.

oteph apd Ollver were also canght up
in fthe epirit snod were inetrocled In
the thioge conlaloed io Bection 76 of
the ook of Doctrioe and Oovepauls.
The writlogs lherviD contaiped were
tar abhead of anyibing ever publiehed
apd werle giventotheservanls retefred
to while still ip thespirit, VWas Joseph
8mith sent of Gou? asked the speaker.

Onp December 25, 1832 the Prophet
Joseph predicled war betweep Lhe
North apd the Bouth and op Dec. 20,
1860 the Mret ludicatlon of that war
was formuleied by tbe people of Boath
Onrolina who declared thelr with-
drawal Irom the union of slates pre-
clpitatiog = battle in which puarly s
million sonls Jost thejr lives, The
revelation wae firal poblished in the
yeoar 1850, ten years prior lo the grest
oatureak. ‘This, pald Lhe epeaker, was
suffigleat 1o dtsell to show Lhat Joeeph
Bmith was indeed s Prophet sent ot
God. Other reveistlone were alao
ciled to show that tbe Prophel was
spprized of many Lhioge that shouid

come Lo pass 1o the lsatler duyr, among

them Lhat whigh referfed to Lthe
gatbering of the Ten Tribves of Israel,

In Februoary, 1885, Joseph called the
Baints together snd appoinley Martin
Hurrls, David Whitmer and Oliver
Cowdery, the three wiluesses to the
Book of Mormob, to'oboose lwulve
Aposties for the Cburch, which they
did. Afterthis tbe work of tbe mln-
i{stry was begun in earoeat apd mis-
apparies were e#ent ool to preach Lhe
(Gouepel snd to callthe people to repens
tange, al lbe same time apprisiog
them of the ushering In of the Latter-
day diepensation, Eider Righargs
read Joseph's acoonol of the bleseings
that were pouled out upon the Baiots
al this time. Tbey enjoyed a veritable
Pentecost, sald the speaker, &and
allbough the Prophel’s name was ool
pablished 1o the Bible apd the Book of
Mormoo, the worke whioch he had left
behiod him, shonld be suffloient to tell
ol the poeition which be bat oocupied.
By their fruits, ye shnli kpow them,
sald the Father,

Elder Richardes repiled the traite and
attributes of the Prophet snd showed
the position o which he and his
prother Hyrum were plaged, when
they went to Curthage, the Propbel
glving ulterance to the statemesnt, K
go like a lamhb lo tbe slaughter, bul it
shail yet be saia of me, that I wase
murdered 1o ¢old blooy. Hie work
was then finished upon Lthe earth and
he was takep heoce to joio tbe glor-
lonsspirits io the great beyond, ming-
ling with them and tbhere worklog in
the minisiry as he had dobe while
Lere mpon the earth,

The work wae goiog oo aond 16
would copnlinue Lo progrese and push
forward untij God’s purposes had besn
acgomplisbed upon the earth. There
wae euffiolent evidence following Lhe
Propbel?s walk and oonverlsallon while
1o the fleeh o admil of Lthe unequivoe
csl deciaration tpat Joseph Smith was
sent of God. iraculous manifesta-
tionps of the power of God bad been
wilpeesed by #the Balnle in eariy days
through the mionistraliope of ‘tDe
Prophet, and the power was alil]l upon
the earlh'to regeive eimilar biessinge it
the Halota w.nld Jive eo ae to eDfoy
them. Did it oot thep ¢lesrly show
that Joseph Bmith was sent of Goa?

1o couclusinp the apeaker testified to
the divinity of tbe Prophel Joseph’s
misgion amnd exXborted the YyouRg
people to remember ihat wbich Lbhey
Deard from time to tlme thattbelr faith
might be strengthened aod that Luey
might be spared to take ap actlve part
In bulldivg up the Chorel and King-
dom of God.

Eider Jamee E. Talmage Was ane
ponpeed as the nexl apeaker, bhis
snbjeat heing The KFoubndailoas of
Falth,

THE SALT RIVER VALLEY.

MESA, Arlzooe, March 7, 1887.—
The people ip the north, se s general
rule, have an fdea thal Ariz.ps i baot
the syoonym o©f a harren desert, in-
tensely bet where abpand rattlesnakzee,
soul plone, centipedes, gila mobpstele,
rcugzh and dapgefous cowboys, In-
disns and ootlaws, True,there are
:ruch thipge apu charaglers even in
A rizons, but they do Dol ind & cob-
genis]l buvme in the great Balt River
valley, sppropriately termed the gare
deD spot of the territory.

Imagine an immeose level plain
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