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SECRET LEAGUES.

WE bave frequently taken the posl-
tion that those who seek to destroy
the work of regeneration and refor~
mation i being established by the
Saints not only fall In attaiping
their objeot but are finally, to use a
familiar term, *paid back in their
own coin.” When the reimburse.
ment takes place the interest 1s com-
pounded, the return being heaped
op and ruonning over.” This may

be salely accepted as a standing | wil}

neiple, based npon the proposition
g?theplS'avlor about the measure
meted ont to others being retnrned
in greatly Increased quantity. Xt
is also in accordance with an ex-
press promise by revelation, given
to'the Church in this dispensation.
The correctriesa af this t}mnnﬂiﬂnm
fs sureptible of proof, s0 far a8 any-
thing of that nafure can be sustain.
ed by an aray of Incontrovertible
facts extending throughont the en-
tire histery of this commnonity.
Disoomfltare, disgrace and disaster
have followed at the heels of those
who have sought by every contemp-
tible means to bring trouble upon
ap Innocent and God-fearing peo-
ple. This applies to individuals and
combinations of every claes. Had
we thegpace ot inclination we could
furnish instances almost without
umber.
3 We are perfectly safe in predict.
ing that, unless the ¢‘Secret League
for the suppression of Mormonism”
18 itsalf suppressed, as an illegal and
abominable institution, that secret
agencies of this character will be
one of the leadlng and most con-
icoons factors in bringing destruc-
on and distress apon the nation.
They will take nomerous forms,

and their dark fomentations,
oconducted nnder the social crust,
will barst forth in  varlous

localities like o many inextinguish-
able fires, apreading trouble and eoz.
row inevery direction.

Already has this threatening
cnree commenced to orop out in the
gelf-righteons city of Cleveland in
another than anti-*'Mormon” shape,
No doubt there will be no end of im-
jtators of the Ohfo Leaguers, but
the workera in the dark will have a
multiplicity of aims, that will rack
and tear and distress society from
centre to circumference.

Notwithstanding our views on
this subject, based on what &ppears
in the revelationa offered to this
generation, we wers Ecarcely pre-
pared at this early day ‘for the borx-
rible depravity indicated in a recent

dispatch from Cleveland and
ublished in the eBstern
ournals, It 13 dated the

12th inat., and states that Bertie
Gaylord, aged ronrteenﬁdisnppeared
from the aristocratio home of his
parents about a week previcus, tak-
ing with him a couple of revolvers,
He organized a secret society oslled
the *Silver Bkulls,” composed of
boys from eleven to fifteen.

The meetings were held in a barn,
and each of the members on being
admitted had to take the following
- dshi ed b

#(Cnreed be friendship, ocursed be
fathers, mothera, sisters and broth-

ers; may ihe ofepring of ourselves
canker, blister and (decay on its dy-
ing mother’s bresst; may the klood
of each breed pestiferous plagnes;
may the halr of each fall from hie
hend, the teeth crumble in his lawe,
the brains rof in his skali, the eyes
canker and fall from theltr sockets,
and the fingers grow palsled, it we
ever beiray the secrets of the
Bkulis. 80 do I swear. Dealh to
our encmies, life {0 the Bkalls.””

The fesrful wickedness indieated
in this nwful cath is enough to make
au ordinary mortai’s blood cordle
and his halr rise npon his head. It
is 8 ouriosity as an almssr unprece-
dented specimen of diabolical enge-
nuity, especially when the youth-
fulness of i3 formuiators is consid-
ered. "

In describing the natore of tbe
eecret combinations that proved the
canse of the destrootion of the an.
cient inhabifants of thiz continent,
and which he predicted wonld exist
in the present day, the Prophet
Moronl refrains, (rom prudential
motives, from giving in the-Book of
Mormon the oaths which they took.
If they were pf the character of that
impozed by those yonthful Cleve-
land reprovates, the reasom for his
omission must be obvions.

The dispatch further eays:

“Jason Casey, n boy who in mome
way incurred the wrath of the Sil-

ver Skalls a short (Ime ago, receiv-
ed A warning written in 1ed ok,
sign)fying blood. A glaring skuli
and creeabones decorated the paper,
and below was a bloody hand with
the word “death’ written om it, The
docnment read: ‘Jason Caskey, one
month from to-nigbt, if you don’t
Jjoln us, you will receive your death
warrant, and two days from then
your death. By order of the
Bkulls.’? g ’

In contemplating the sobject, one
is almost led to exclaim—*If they
will do thisin the green free, what
will they do in the dry?”

We repeat that onless a galutary
change takes place; the country

be racked and torn
with iInternal diszentions until,
In the worde of the revelation given
throogh Joseph Bmith at Kirtland,
Ohio, on March 7th, 1881, It shali
come to pass among the wicked that
every man ithat will notl take his
sword against 711‘13 neighbor, must

Qi 1hs) N Frm an ol

Theta Ssall' e gathored ants it “gut
of every natlon under heaven; and
it shall be the only people that shall
not be_ at war one with another.’’
An army was gent cut to Utah
agalnst the Baints, who were guiit-
less of the charges preferred againast
them. The orusade resulted in no
special harm to the community, but
as the sword was sent against the
people of Utah,the {ocsin of war,war
zoon heard in the nation followed
by great bloodshed and destruction,
in harmony with the propoeition
laid down at the openlog of this
article.
That eame war, together with the
precise locality where it began and
other exact detalls were predicted
by Joseph Bmith twenty-nine years
betore they were accomplished facts,
Bo will the words of the same Pro-
phet be faifllled in relation to inter-
nal overwhelming disruptions occa.
stened by secret combinations and
other dirintegrating agencies,unless
averted on the principle of gennine
repentance,
I[tis not for the Baints that we
epecially dread the conseguences of
the present attitede of Ohlo,
combined with s somewhat general
position throughout the comntry.
They are eafe, in life or in death,
but not so with those who conspire
againgt a people who are seeking to
serve God in the way he has ap.
pointed, The faté of such is not =
pleasant smbject for contemplation.
We would greatly rejoice, tor thelir
own skkes, to hear of thelr repent-
ance.

POOR VANDERRVOQORT.

It will be remembered that Paul
Vandervoort, of the Grand Army
of the Repnblic, got off a *fire,blood
and smoke’’ epeech at Denver about
‘the “Mormous.”® He made unee of
the basest falsehoods, thinklng to
galn a lttle popularity, BShortly af.
terwarda he was kicked out of a posat-
mastershlp and thus his living
was unceremonlonsly cut off. One
would have supposed that the poor

feilow had got enough, but the Cus-
ter Postof the G. A. ﬁ., of which
he was 8 member, have passed reso-
lations {[denonncing e Grand

Army reunion at Hastings for at-
tempting to aphold him, in the face
of his misconduct in the railway
msil gervice, The Custer Post
members, who ought to know him,
paint him a fraud. They do not
seem to have much mercy on him.
The anti-*Mormon” presa should
champlon his cause,and not let one
of Ite model men be strangled and
extinguished withont a stroggle.

NOT PRACTICABLE.

¢BarTIsT BROTHER,” whoue letter
appeared in yesterday’s iseue, advo.
cated a union of “Mormon” and or.
thodox (sectarian) brethren in erect-
ing a snitable building and combin-
Ing in prayer meetings and general
reformatory work., His theory looks
fair on its face,but those “‘orthodox®

brethren are not the kind of men he
appears to take them to be. Why
cannot ‘‘Baptist Brother” get it
through his head, seeing he has been
here, and iz evidently a preity good
kind of & man, that there is a strong
effort being made fo correct ¢“Mor-
mon’ morals the wrong way about,
It has been advocated by the organ
of the ‘““orthodox” brethren, that
dens of proatitutlon, =aloons and
gamblin are desirable

g houses
factors In bringing aboat that oblect
derired., e should remember that
if the “Mormon” sentiment pre-
vailed, no such degrading adjuncts
if modern civilization would exist
here. The “Mormons® have atriven
to Eeep them oat and down, but the
“orthodox” brethren have never
:]mftd a littie finger to help them
o it.

THE “MORMON” EMBARGD
ADVOCACY.

BoME time slnce the N.Y. Mail
and Express took the Utah Com-
mission to task for not recommend-
ing Congress to enact a Iaw that
would place an emburgo npon “‘Mor-
mon” immigration to the United
Btates. We took the ground that
such a recommendation would have

bzen an Impractical absurdity. The

same fonrnal comes after the News
on the emblant ovnd cava

“Whatever Mormons do not wish
the Federal Governmment to do is
Hikely to be the thing which ought
certainly to be dome. Let Congress
note the faot.”

Buch a reason as that is noreasin
at all, and i8s noworthy a capable
and reputablg&)umal hke the one
named. It took the affirmative
on the question of the advisability
of the recommendation for
an embarge law, and to take the
groond that it should be done be-
cauge ““Mormons’ object to it I8 su-
premely absurd. Let sonie reasons
be given, but do not resort to a flim-
sy subierfuge like that. Let the
Mail aud Express try at least fo
make a snbsiantial point or two,
and we believe we ¢an, without dif-
ficoity, show that such a recommen.
dation would have been an imprac-
tical abaurdity. The paper whoee
remark is now considered ls not the
only ons by a large namber that
has indolged in such ridiculons ad-
vocacy, but we have yet to ree the
;!lrst. sensible basis advanced Ino its

AVOI,

CONSPICUOUS INCONSIS-
TENCY.

To-DAY we present an article from
the Bt. Paul and Minneapolls Fo-
neer. It is conspicuous for clear-
nese. There ia a potent point, how-
ever, which it omits to mentlon.

Several of the anti-“*Mormon”
bills that have been st different
timies presented for passage throogh
Congress, have [ncorporated an
amendment to the Constitation for«
bidding the practice of polygamy
within the conflnes of the United
Btates. In advocating leglslation of
that character, the Ohio anti-*¢Mor.
mon” Leaguera have but f{ollowed
In a track already well heaten, and
xeapondad to the clamor of & misty-
minded portion of the public.

The point we wish to draw atten.
tion to mow s the fact that the
anti-polygamy proposition i1s in the
character of a huge joke npon
Congress and all ihat clags that
goaded that august body Into pass-
Ing legislation forbidding the prac-
tice of polygamy. The propoesl to
make such an addition to the *Bu-
preme Law of the Land” amounnts

to mying, in so many worde, that

all legiglation heretolore passed for
the euppression of polyzamy Is un.
conetitutional. If it were otherwise
why should Congrese be asked to
pass an enactment to render it
harmonious with that inastrument.
1t would be a simple work of super-
erogation. We are to conolnde then
that the law of 1862, againat poly-
gamy and nll statutes snbsequently
pasaed to render 1t operative (notab.
ly the Poland and Edmunds lawe)
are In direct viclation of the Con-
stitution as If now stands. No other
deduction from the position of the
amendment advovates can be logie-
ally reached. If tbe Constllution
warrants any legislation of that
character, the warranty cannot be
increased, and the anxziety to insert
an aathorization amounts to an  ad-
miggion that it does not exist Lhere
now, nor never has,

Bo far as that point 18 concerned
this iz preclsely the position we have
taken on the sobject—that the Jegls.
Iation alluded to was In opposition
to the whole genlua of the Consti-
tution, brt we hardly expected to
find our views supported—even un-
wittingly—by those who manifest
anch atrong anti-*Mormon® procliv.

ities,

We do not know that a Constito.
tional amendment wonld alter the
ritoation one way or the other, any
farther than it might, by renderiog
the question more permanently
congpicoous, Increase the clamor
against the Saints. Bot sgch an
addition would be a repulaive wart
on the face of the eacred instru.
ment. It would mar ita beauty and
be out of harmony with all #ta legft-
Imate features. Consfstenocy would
require also that an insertion of
that description womn!d necessitate
the elimination of one of its most
glorions constituenta—the religious
freedom claure.

The Constitations]l amendment
craze ie but another instance of antl-
“Mormon” thoughtlessners, Incon-
gistency and blindnesa.

e ——
A REMARKABLE BATTLE.

The individoal who I3 spoken of
as the “False Prophet” and is Aight.
ing the Egyptian government, is
looming into importance. We do
not know much about hig pronhatia
1t Jast ight when he said he wounld
whip Hicks Pasha’s army of over
10,000 meu, with British officers,
Erpp gune and octher anxillaries,
He simply annihilated the force,
He ssid he would, and went 1o work
and falfiiled his prediction. He was

not prophetically false iIn
that inetance, It s stated
that he forbade  his men

ueing the more modern class of wea.
pons of warfare and Instructed
them to copfine their means of
slaughter to the aword and spear.
It this is correct the overwhelm-
ing victory ia mlithe more wonderful,

CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND-
MENT CRAZE.

——

THE 8t. Paul and Minneapolla Fio-
neer, ooe of the moat ab-lsjournals in
the country, has the following forei-
ble article:

#That precoclons Infant which
styles itzel! the National League for
the Buppression of Polygamy ap-
pears to be nbout on a par ;with the
average prohlbition wunion, from
which, it borrows ita c_ardinnl prin-
ciple; that iz all that ia needed to
forever banish any evll from the Ba-
cred preeincts of this tavored land is
to pass n constitutional amendment
forbidding i¢. Thia curious body,
which is sald to be a secret organia.
ation, has iesoed an address to the
public such =as should _delight

the hearts of the T™ormon
lobby at Washington. The
greater rt of the precions docu-

ment Is devoted to abuse of Mor-
monism, and is therefore outside of
the limits of any consideration with
a view to poesible leglalative reme-
dies. It seserts incidentally that
“Congress has taken little interest
in the matter,’”” whereas the Interest
taken is such azs to have become
alightly wearisome to the country;
and it coneludes witli the appealal.
ready referred to, asking that peti-
tions be everywhere cironlated for
the sabmission of an anti-polygamy
amendment to the national conati-
tution. It would becroel to in-
flict at present any farther discus-
sjon of the polygamy guestion
mpon a long.suffering public.
I'he matter is now in proper shape

for congressional action, and no
doubt such messures will be passed

as will aid in enforeing the jaws of
the United Siates in Utah. Rut the
spread of the idea that anything
and everything can be done by con-
atitutional amendments is eome-
thing worthy of public attention.
How this flimeiest of all fallacin
can find lodgment In the brain of
any intelligent porson must remain
as much of & mystery as if educated
people were to call in an Imdian
medicine man to heal them of their
lla. Everybody knows that a con-
stitution Is no place for specific reg-
ulations aimed at particnlar prac.
tices. Everybody is sapposed to
know that a constitation is merely
go much waste paper nntil legisla.
tive acts are provided for enforcing.
it; and that, if the lawsaof a state
or nation are disobeyed, to eall In
the aid of the constitution is as slily
&8s for a man to conclude himeelf &
millionaire becanse he holds & prom.-
issory note signed by a bankropi
unable to pay one cent on the dol--
lar. But mysterions law of nature
has brought us to the cycle where
the amendment craze reigns su-
preme, and the Cleveland league
only tollowa where the prohibition
party leads the way. Of course,
cozld smch an organization ever
amount to anything, it would but
fight the battles of polygamy as
prohibition is fighting the bLattles of
free whiskey.

FOT 50 CHARMIKNG.

ONEof thearguments used by Gover
nor Murray in favor of a legiclative
commission for Utah was that the
absence of popular rule in the Dia-
trict of Columbia had worked to a
charm. The peocpleof that part of
the country ehould be allowed to be
belter judges of that matter than
Mr. Murray. They appear to have
& very different opinion, as evinced
by = atrong popular movement fjust
inangurated in favor of sufirage for
the Distriet. An execuative com-
mittee of one hundred citizens has

been organized to agltate the sub-
ject and iake ateps toward the at-
tainment of the object desired.
Meetings ate to be held in erch of
the subdivieions of the Diatriet-e.1
thnirnions--Faw wulk 0l CADVassing
for names to An appropriate petition
to Congress 1s to be at once begun
aud a hearty response is anticipat

ed.,

What a pity that the pecple of
the D, of C. are not convinced of
the ocorrectness of Mr. Murray’s
theory. He should labor with them
and assnide a afmilar role to that of
& man undertaking to convince &
lat of famishing people that thelr

stomachs are full, or at least
that hunger is a charming
situstion, and should therefore

be made 5 permanens and extended
condition.

A man who asaumes the ludicrous
fosuion that the absence of a popu-

ar form of government is 5 desira-
ble political sltuation is an anomaly
as an offlcial in a Repnblic,

The people of the District of Col-
umbia appear to be quite anxious to
break up one of Mr. Murray’s theo-
retically charming eslates.
However,their action was not need-
ed to demolish sach a flimsy bolster
to a sell-evident absnrdity.

THE ATTEMPT ON JULES
FERRY’S LIFE.

THR aitempt made by the younng
anarchist Currien, of Hagueran, of
Alsace, o mspaseinate Jules Ferry,
Premier of the Republic of France,
was happlly conducted most bung

lingly. When the young fellow
was captured, revolver in hand, he
managed to place a couple of pieces
of paper in his mounth, one of which
he sucoeeded In swallowlng before
he could be prevented. The other
was se~ured and ob it was written
a portion of this address. Had the
fellow succeeded {n reaching M.Fer-
ry it ismot improbable that be wonld
have wcomﬁllshed his object. An
attendant, M. Philivert, at whose
breast be presented his weapon,
only saved bimself from death by
instai:tly grappling his assaiiant.

The frequency of these murder-
ous aliempts creates a most uneasy
feeling among the orowned hcads
and leading government officials of
Euaropean Countri’s. Anarchiesl
societica form one of the darkesi
and moat unpromising phases of
modern society. They constitote
a prominght sign of the times,




