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last scene of the drama it is a
grave question with some cleardee
ing politicians today whether the
slave question has yet reached its
final solution if it has not we
may yet see the prediction in ques-
tion fulfilled in every particular

the prediction itself plainly states
that some time would elapse between
the fulfilmentfulfillment of its various parts
verse 3 seesec 87 foretells that the
war should be caused by the division
of the united states into two great
parties and that the southern states
should call upon great britain I1 landand
thus war should be poured out upon
all nations 11 then vergevene 4 explains
that this should be continued after
many days thereby that mhd slaves
the negroes should rise up and

also the remnant the indians and
new wars new bloodshed take place
the prophecy thus clearly marks
two divisions the events of which
are separated from each other by a
period of many days or years for
days in the prophetic language are
always understood to mean years
thus the prediction itself is
plain it foretells the so
called war of the rebellion
its subsequent result as well as its
causes it further intimates that
the question out of which it arose
should be settled for many years but
that again the flames of war should
be kindled and spread wider than
before the first part of this pre-
diction has all been fulfilled the
second belongs to the future

having thus removed the objec-
tion made to the prediction it may
not be out of place to show that this
way of putting close together luiu
prophetical sentences events which
are in time far separated from each
other is common to prophetical
writings in this respect the
prophet joseph resembles the an-
cient prophets a fact which ought
not to be the ground of objection

isaiah speaking of the mission of
christ chapter 131 3 says the
spirit of the lord jehovah is upon
me to proclaimproclaim the year of
acceptance of jehovahhovahjehovahYe and the day
of vengeance of our god christ
in reading and expounding this text
in nazareth reads torto the middle of
the verse closes the book and ex-
claims today this scripture is
fulfilled in your ears luke iv 21

indeed with the coming of christ
the year of acceptance of jehovah
had come the first part of the
verse was fulfilled but the second
portion the day of vengeance was
not yet thousandssands of years lie be-
tween the first part of this verse and
the second

so the prophet joel in his second
chapter verses 283228 32 foretells in
one sentence the wonders of the day
of pentecost compare ag iifl 162116 21
and the great day of jehovah when
no one can escape the judgments to
come except those who talietake their
refuge upon mount zion and in
jerusalem events which are separ-
ated frombachfro meach other by thousands
of years

the objection to the prediction of
joseph smith is therefore no objec-
tion at all unless the ancient proph-
ets must be rejected on the same
ground on the contrary an honest
investigation leads to the discovery

that the very language of prophecy
as delivered by the prophet of this
dispensation is in harmony with
ancient prophecies that they flow
from one and the same sousourceace the
spirit of god

the evidence thus far considered
is external and direct appealing to
our senses another class of evieap
deucedence remains which has been
called internal applied to chris-
tianity this kind of evidence is thus
explained if christianity is not of
divine origin it must be a cunning-
ly devised fable whwhichich is the most
probable supposition internal evi-
dence tries to answer that question

the same process of reasoning by
which this question is answered
when applied to christianity can
also be applied to the fessalemessage
broughtby joseph the prophet iff
this message isis not from god it must
be from man it must be forged in
order to deceive and must leie termed
the greatest fraud of the century it
is either a divine truth or a diaboli-
cal lie tertius non est which is
the more likely supposition

in order to decide this question
we must consider the moral pr cents
given by the messenger his own
character and the character of
those who receive it and professs to
follow its precepts for it is very
clear that any message which in it-
self is good and which also pro-
duces good results in the hearts andaind
lives of men is notdot likely to be from
the evil onelone what is good is from
god was joseph the prophet a
good man did hebe inculcate holy
principles unto his fellow men
does the gospel hebe preached tend
to make nieumeu holy if so his mes-
sage must be from god

MORAL EVIDENCE

that the moral character of a man
who professes to be a divine messen-
gerals r isis very important as an evidence
of the truth of his message Is admit-
tedte donallon all hands the following is
the opinion of an eminent writer
the character of christ is a won-

derful proof of the divinity of the
bible the hindmo cannot think of
his brahmin saint other than pos-
sessing the abstemiousness and aus
berith which he admires in his living
models the socrates of plato is
composedsed of elements practically
greek being a compound of the
virtues deemed necessary to adorn
the sage A model of the jewish
teacher might easily be drawn from
the writings of the rabbis and
he would prove to be the
very reflection of those scribes
and phariseesPharisees who are re-
proved in the gospel but in the
life of our redeemer a character is
represented which departs in every
way from the national type of the
writers from the character of all
ancient nations and is at variance
with all the features which custom
education religion and patriotism
seem to have consecrated as most
beautiful four different authors
have recorded different facts but
they exhibit the same conception a
conception differing from all they
had ever witnessed or heard
and necessarily copied from
the same original moreover
this glorious character while

borrowing nothing from greek
indian or jew having nothing in
common with established lawsjaws of
perfection asyetis yet to every believer
a type of excellence he is follow-
ed by the greek though a founder
oenoneof none of his sects revereveredredbyby the
brahmin though preached by one
sf the fishermen caste and wor
shipped by the red man of canada
though belonging to the hated pale-
facefa Ce

this very striking picture olourof our
savior Is true in all its details in the
gospels we see him described as holy
john vii olvi liii 8 46 10 32 mat

lix 27 23 24 luke
13 15 full of benevolence and com-
passion johnjot n 4 luke 9 5655 10 30
37 kindness and affection matt
14 27 31 luke 19 5 41 22 61
john 11 19 2625 27 having meek-
ness and humility matt 9 28 18
22 moral courage firmfirmnessBess and
resignation matt 26 39 16 mark
10 32 luke 4 23 john 11 7 18

4 abhorring hypocrisy and popu-
larity matt 6 1 18 10 16 39 22
181 mark 12 3888 40 luke 11 44

john 1 16 being moderate and
free from enthusiastic austerity
matt 8 19 23 23 luke 65 29 3635

john 2 1 mark 12 17

looking at all these characteris-
tics of our savior so eminently

good 11 and hearing him solemnly
declaree that he has a message from
god to man we feel bound to admit
that he is no deceiver his words
are true he is the son of god
thus his character becomes an evi-
dence

now concerning the subject un-
der consideration must we not also
admit that joseph the prophet was
a man sent from god when we
find that his character is in perfect
harmony with those qualities that
are peculiar to a servant of god

those who want to investigate
this are referred to works extant
which treat on the life of joseph
smith and I1 think any un-
prejudiced reader will feel impressed
with the fact that joseph was a
good manaman a I1 man of god

how he urges holinessholi as the con-
dition of happiness in his benevo-
lence he seemed boundless embrac-
ing every race of humanity white
red and black his kindness and
affection are touching of meek-
ness and humility he exhibits the
most striking examples which shall
ever be worthy of imitation the
moral courage and firmness which
prompted him to face a hostile
world and to die calm asaa a summer sj

morningmoruing must be admired hisED 8

straightforwardnessstraightforward ness for which hypo i

crisy ever stood rebuked is
well known to his friends
and acquaintances his whole
career and the doctrines 1

he taught are indisputable proofs
that although he was iuspainspiredred by I1

a noble enthusiasm yet he was j
far from being what is called an en
thusiast

here then we find all the marks
ofofaa true disciple of christ proving
if anything at all that joseph the
prophet was a man of god his
message must therefore be from god
too

we know that his antagonists
have done all in their power to


