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tor harris and major rathboneKathboue
who was at that time or
afterwards became herber affianced
husband booth who fired
the fatal shot leaped from the box
to the stage breaking his leg but
he managed to elude pursuit and
made his escape to the stage door
near which hisbis horse stood in
readiness he mounted the animal
and fled but eleven days later was
rundownrun down in a burnbarn in which he
and herold a followfellow conspirator
had taken refurefuselre herold came out
of thetha wildingbuilding and surrendered but
boothboot refused to do so and it was
fired it was night and in the
glare of the flames that were about
to consume him booth was shot in
the back of the neck by sergeantfiergeant
boston corbett and died three
hours later

mrs lincoln papassedmed the remain-
derif of her life in melancholy and
madness major rathboneBathbone slew
his affianced bride miss har-
ris and ended his own life
a raving maniac john

always believed to be one
of the conspirators tiedfled to europe
where for two years he led a
roaming and miserable existence
in 1867 he was brought back to
washington and tried but the jury
agreeddisagreedJis of the other conspira-
tors mrs payne herold
and Atzerodtrodi were hanged on july
ath following the tragedy and
mudd arnold and mclaughlin
wereware sentenced to life imprisonment
though the term was afterwards
shortened spangler a scenesceneshift-
er

shift-
er was sentenced to six beirsyears in
jalljail corbett who shot booth is1

now confined in an insane asylasylumum
in kansas

it would seem as if the agenciesagencyes
from the infernal pit which insti-
gated this historic crime hadbad also
planned a background of death and
misery as a fitting environment for
it and that the whole picture was
executed with remarkable and
graphic compu ceness

RELIGIOUS FREEFREEDOMDOM 11

ixIN these days of contemptuous
disregard of the basic principles upon
which this republic was founded it
refreshes a patriot to read suchstich an ar-
ticle as the following which lately
appeared under the above heading in
the chicago adew

A frequent recurrence says the
constitution of illinois to the funda-
mental of civil govergovernmentment
is absolutely necessary to preserve the
blessings of liberty

when virgVirginia having jurisdiction
by itecharter in the vast domain be
yond the ohio river ceded the same

to the united states as it did in 1784
the congress sitting ander the articles
of confederation passed an ordinance
for the government of the territory of
the united stares northwest of the
ohio river it was the work mainly
of thomas jefferson a stastatesmantAsman
whose fertile mind grasped the great
continental possibilities of the
lielic and its provisions have become
the guide for the government of all
tlethe territories and for their adaisad mis
sion and one by otouee they have been
gathered to the union it has not
been an arbitrary standard indeed
congress has bad authority
from the supreme court to
birgdisregardrd it but in the main
it has been followed in 1787 it
mustmost be rbremembered the united
states had no jurisdiction on the
far bank of the mississippi or its delta
it did not own florida louisiana
owned by the french was a territory
extending with vague boundaries far
into the northwest even to the source
of the missouri we had of course
none of the territory sincesince gainedgained
from mexico the ordinance ofof 1787
applied only to the unorganized terri-
tory then fully possessed and out of
which have risen some of the great
states of the republic but this or-
dinancedinadinancenoo not by reason of anany valid-
ity beyond its time and placeitplace Utbut be-
cause of the sagacity and justice of its
provisions has become the common
law governing the admission of
states

one of the wisest provisions of this
ordinance was the following no
person demeaning himself in a peace-
able and orderly manner shall ever be
molested on account of his mode of
worship oior religious sentiments and
sogo far as elenactment of law could as-
sure that end no citizen in the vast
territory or the states growing out of
it has been deprived of any right by
re son of his religions belief however
at variance with the prevalent
opinion every conatI LUtion of every
new state has contained a clause as-
suring religious liberty to the peoplele
illinois willwih sarveserve as an ecampexamplee thehe
constitution of 1818 declares solemnly
that all men have a natural and in-

defeasibledefea aible right to worship alalmightyo-f wlaty
god according to the dictates of theirair
own consciences that no man can of
right be compelled to attend erect or
support any place of worship or to
maintain any ministry against his
consent that no human authority can
in any case whatever control or inter-
fere with the rights of conscience and
that no preference shall ever be given
by law to any religious establishment
or mode of worship

that no religious test shall ever be
required as a qualification to any of-
fice or public trust under this state

anewA new constitutionution was adopted in
I1illinois in 1848 and contained as mat-
terberofof course a restatement of this
wholesome fundamental lawregarding
religious liberty in the constitution
of 1870 the same general principle was
declared anew with some modifica-
tion abe free exercise and enjoy-
ment of religious profession and wor-
shipahl p without discrimination shall be
forforeveror guarantee dand no person shall
be denied any civil or political right
privilege or capacity on account of
his religious opinions but the libertylibert
of conscience hereby secured shalashafti
not be construed to dispense with
oaths or affirmations excuse acts of
licentiousness or justify practices in-
consistent with the peace or safety of
the state no person shall be required
to attend or support any ministry or
alace of p against hisbin consent
nor shall any preference be given by
law to any religious denomination or
mode of worship

we have held it will be seen
scrupulously to the principle of re-
ligions

re-
ligious liberty which lais the most use-
ful of our distinguishing principles of
government

the ordinance quoted provided re-
garding the admission ofof states that
the state constitution and government
shall iebe republican landand in conformity
to tilethe principlesprinciples contained in these
articles one of these articles has
been quoted thefreedomprinciplerinciple namely of
perfect religious freedom

idaho was no parpartt of the northwest-
ern territory it was formed out of
the louisiana purchase the line of
proceeding marked out in the ordi-
nance of 1887 isin not binding on the
congress today but the principle of
religious liberty is so firmly ingrafted
upon our national life that its integrity
ought to be preserved under anall cir-
cumstancescumstances A republican Voncongressgress
proposes that idaho shall enter the
union with the first formal attack upon
that liberty the mormon under its
proposed constitution is franchiseddisfranchiseddis
not because he may be a polygamist
which would be withholding the priv-
ilege of an elector upon tenable ground
but because he is a mormon and
wholly without refe onceence to his do-
mestic status not 10 perpercentcent of mor
mons are polygamists but all mor
mons because they are mormonscormons are
discriminated against rendered class
apart denied civil and political rights
ostracisedostracized religious liberty thus as-
sailed in the person of a mormon may
be further attacked at the demand of a
party if craft or 1 atticismaticism policy or
bigotry shall ooconclude to persecute the
jew or the lutheran the CAtcatholicholle or
the presbyterian it ia the first small
break in the dam 2instl leads08 to the
hoodflood let uus not incurr th danger
the law is ample to deal
inmy lotlet not the law open the way to
remigiousreligiousious tyranny

SHOULD BE CLEARED UP

IT JAis currently reported and wide
y believed here that caleb W
west is operating secretly in wash-
ington in the furtherance of pend-
ing congressional legislation for
the disfranchisementof all bambers
of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints

the statement to that effect has
very naturally created a stiff breeze
of indignation this effect was
natural on the ground that mr
west who is a salaried officer of
the salt lake chamber of com-
merce

t

waswaa sent east by that or-
ganization which pays the ex-
penses of his trip to abor toin behalf
of a government building forfet this
city

the names of governor thomas
and ex governor west have been
coupled with that of R N baskin
as working for the disfranchisement
scheme in commenting upon this
fact we omitted to introduce the
namenaine of mr west because justice
requires that he should be given the
benefit of the doubt until positive
proof is produced notwithstanding
the ground for the belief in igohis
guilt furnished by his infamous


