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tor Harris, and Major Rathbone,

who was at that time, or
afterwanls became, bher affinnced
husband. Boouth, who  fired

the fatul shot, leaped from the box
to the stage, breaking his leg; but
be managed to elude pursuit nud
made his escape to the stage door
oear which his horse stomd in
readiness. He mounted the animal
and fled, but eleven days later was
run down in n barn jm which he
and Herold, 8 Tellow couspirator,
hqd taken refuge. Heroll came out
of the buildiug and surrendered,but
Booth refused to do so, and it was
fired. It was night, and in the
glare of the flames that were about
to consume him, Booth was shot in
the back of the neck by Sergeant
Buston Corbett, and died three
hours later.

Mrs. Lincoln passed the remain-
-der of her life in melanehuly and

madness. Major Rathlione slew
his affinpeed bride, Misge Har-
ris, and ended his own life,
8 raving msniac. John 8ur-
ratt, always believed (o be one
of the conspirators, fled to Europe
where, for two years, he led a
roamiug and misernble existence.
In 1887 he was brought back to
Washington and tried, but the jury
disagreed. Of the other conspira-
tors, Mra. Surratt, Payoe, Herold
and Atzerodt, were hanged on July
Tth, following the tragedy, and
Mudd, Arnold and MeLaughlin
were sentenced to life lmprisonment,
though the term was afterwards
shortetied. Spaugler, a scene ehift-
er, wan sentonced to six years in
Jail. Corbett, who shot Booth, is
now confinped in an insane asylum
in Knnsas.

1t would seem as if the agencies
from the infernal pit, which jnsti-
gated this historic crime, had also
pianned a background of death and
misery as a fitting euvironment for
it, and that the whole picture was
executed with remarkable and
graphic compliteness.

“RELIGISUS FREEDOM."

IN these days of conwmptuoué
dlsreyard of the basic principles upon
which this Republic was founded, it
refteshes a patriot to read Buch av ar-
ticle as the following, which lately
appeared under the above heading in
the Chicago Times-

“A frequent recurrence, says the
constitution of Illincis, to the funda-
mental principle~ of eivil gover..meut
is absolutely necessary to preserve lhe
blessings of liberty.

“When Virginia,having jurisdiction

by ft#charier in the vast domain be
yond tho Ohio River, ceded the same

of the Missouri.

to the United States as it did in 1784,
the Congress sitting ander the articles
of confederation passed an ordinance
for the government of the territory of
the United Stales northwest of the
QOhio River. It was the work mainly
of Thomas Jeffersom, a stattsman
whose fertile mind grasped the great
continental possibilities o! the repub
lie, and its provisions have become
the guide far the government of all
the Territories, and for iheir admis
sion, and one¢ by oue they have heen
gathierad to the Union. It has not
been an arbitrary standard; indeed,

Congress has bad authority
from the Supreme Court to
disregnrd it, but in the imain
it has been followed. In 1787, it
must be remembere.d, the United
Swutes bad no jurisdietivn on the

far bank of thie Mississippior its delta.
It did not own Florida. Louisiana,
owned by the French, was a Territory
extending with vague boundaries far
into tha northwest, even to the source
We had, of couras
none of the territory since gaine
from Mexico. The ordinamce of 1787
applied only to the unorganized ferri-
tory then fully possessed, and cut of
which bave risen eome of the great
States of the repuhlic. But this or-
dinance, not by reason of any valid-
ity beyond its time and place, but be-
cause of the sagacity and justice of its

rovisions, has become the comtnon
aw governing the adinisslon of
States.

One of tho wisaest provisiong of this
ordinance was the following: ‘No
person demeaning himself ina peace-
able and orderly manner shall ever be
molasted on account of his mode of
worship or, religious senliments.’ And
so far as enactment of law could as-
sure that end no citizer® in the vast
territory or the States growing out of
it hasbeen deprived of any right by
re son of his religions belief, however
at variance with the prevalent
opinion. Every constiiition of every
pew Stiate has containeda clause as-
suring religions liberty to rhe people.
Ilinois will sérve as an example. The
constitution of 1818 declares solemnly
*that all men have a natural and in-
defeasible right to worship Almighty
God according to the dictates of their
own consciences; that no man ¢an of
right be eompelied to attend, erect or
support any place of worship, or to
maintain any ministry against his
consent; that no human autharity can
In any ease whatever control or Inter-
fore with the rights of conscience, and
that no preference shall ever be given
by law to any religious establishment
or mode of worship,”

“That no religious test shall ever be
required as a qualification to any of-
fice or public trast under this State.*

A new constifution was adopted in

! 1llinois in 1848, and contained, as mat-

ter of course, a restatement of this
wholesomefundamental law regarding
religions liberty. In the constitation
of 1870 the same general prineciple was
declared anew with some modifica-
tion: ‘“The free exercise and enjoy -
ment of religious profession and wor-
ship, without discrimination, shall be
forevar guaranteed,and no {)erson shall
be denied any civil or political right,
Erlvilege,or capacity on account of

is religious opinions, but the liberty
of conaciense hereby secured shall
not be construed to dispense with
oaths or affirmations, excuse acts of
licentiousnesa, or justify practices in-
consistent with the peace or safety of
the State. No person shall be regnired
to attend or support ahy minisiry or
ulace of worsh p against his consent,
nor 8hall any preference be given by
law to any religious denomination or
mode of worship.’

']

“We have held, it will be sean,
scrupulously to the principle of re-
ligtona liberty, which is the mnost nase-
ful of our distinguishing principles of
government.

“The ordinance quoted provided re-
garding the admission oPStates that
the State constitution and governinent
shall be republican ‘and in conformity
lo tha Principles contained in thesa
arlicies’ One of these artieles haa
heen quoted, t.herprinulple, namely, of
perfect religious freedom.

Idaho was no part of the northwest-
ern territory. It was formed out of
the Louisiana purchase. The line of
proceeding marked out in the ordi-
nance of 1887 is not binding on the
Congress today, but the principle of
religious liberty is 8o firmly ingrafted
upon our national life that its imegrity
ought to be preserved under all eir-
cumstances. A Repnblican {ongress
proposes that Idaho shall enter the
union with the first formal attack upon
that liberty. The Mormonh under its
proposed constitalion js disfranchised,
not because lie may be a polvgamist,
which wonld be witbholding the priv-
ilega of an elector ypon tenable ground
but because he 18 a Mormon, an
wholly without refe emce to his do-
mestic status. Not 10 per cent of Mor-
mons are polygamists, but all Mor-
mons because they are Mormons are
discriminated against, rendered class
apart, denied eivil and political rights,
ostracised. Religious liberty thus as-
sailed in the person of a Mormon may
be further attacked at the demand of a
Eart.y if eraft or fapaticism, policy or

igolry shall conclude to persecute the
Jow or the Lutheran, the Calholic or
the Presbyterian. Itisthe first sinall
break in the dam that leads to the
flood. Let us not incur the danger.
The law is ample to deal with polyga-
mf. Let not thalaw open the way to
religions tyranny,

SHOULD BE CLEARED UP..

I'T i8 currently reported nnd wide-
ly believed here that Caleb W.
West is opuratiug secretly in Wash-
ington in the furtherance of pend-
ing Congressional legislation for
the disfranchisement of all members
of the Churech of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Sainpts.

The statement to that effeet has
very paturally created a stitf breeze
of indignation, This effect was
natural, on the ground that Mr,
West, who I8 a salaried officer uf
the Salt Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, was sent east by that or-
ganization, which pnys the ex-
penses of his trip, to 'abor in behalfl
of a government building for this
city.

The names of Governor Thomas
and ex-Governor West have been
coupled with that of R. N. Baskin
as working for the disfranchisement
scheme. In commenting upon this
fact we omltted to introduce the
pawe of Mr. West, hecnuse justice
requires that be should be given the
beuefit of the doubt until positive
proof 18 produced. Notwithstanding
the ground for the Lelief in his
guilt furuished by his infamous .



